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_ LOGISTIC PERFORMANCE INDEX
] (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Infrastructure)

India ranks 38 out of 139 countries on World Bank's Logistics Performance Index

Report 2023; India’s rank has improves by sixteen places from 54 in 2014

Context: India's logistics performance has witnessed a remarkable upsurge, as per the L t J
latest findings of the latest Logistics Performance Index. ogls |CS Ump

Logistics Performance Index Report (2023): |nd|a JUmped SIX Dla(eS on the
e About: The LPI is an interactive benchmarking tool created to help countries

identify the challenges and opportunities they face in their performance on trade [~ 1 15 lir h@lDS TEd\ﬂOIOﬂV - Better dwell times than

logistics and what they can do to improve their performance. |mpfwe mrformame a|soafa(t°f Wﬁ\ﬂﬂ(ﬂd COUﬂtl’ieS
* Released by: World Bank.

*  Performance: India has climbed to the 38th position out of 139 countries from lvi m mmm
its rank of 44 in 2018 and 54 in 2014, showcasing a positive trend in India's /

logistics competitiveness on the global stage. Singapore A 1 LPIRank A 38
*  LPlis based on following Informations: y Finland 2 Customs ' 40 V47
o A worldwide survey of international logistics operators on the ground pa | ‘ = —
(global freight forwarders and express carriers). Germany ' 3 Infrastructure . 52 | Ad7
o Granular high frequency information on maritime shipping and container (anada 7 International
tracking, postal and air freight activities. ' 1 ShIDmeﬂtS 4 A2
s Components: W\ FfanCe ‘ 13 | .
o Customs Clearance Process MR United States 17 Logistics qua Ity
: 42 A3B
o Infrastructure Quality } China ‘ 19 and competence _ .
o Ease of Arranging Shipments I Tracki
racKing 3B V4
o Quality of Logistics Services United Klngdom 19 d traci
) ) ‘ and tracing
o Tracking and Tracing

Maysia | 26 Timiness | 52 |A35

Thafland | 34 2023 rank is grouped rank out of
India 38 139 countries, 2018 rank considered

. 4 | 160 countries
Saudi Arabia 38 Source: Workd Bank, LPI 2023

b h

o Timeliness

*  Factors Contributing to Improvement: Launch of significant initiatives such as
the PM GatiShakti National Master Plan for multimodal connectivity and the
National Logistics Policy, aimed at enhancing efficiency and reducing costs.

.-AJ.
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DS asks industry to
help boost def space

225k Cr Earmarked To Meet Needs Over Next Few Yrs'

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: All stakeholders
in the defence space arena
should work on bolstering In
dia’s counter-space capabili
ties, chief of defence staff
General Anil Chauhan said
on Wednesday, in remarks
that come in the backdrop of
China rapidly developing
and deploying potent anti-
satellite(A-Sat) weapons.

Indian armed forces
will roughly spend over Rs
25,000 crore in the next few
years to meet its defence
space l'l‘llll“"‘lll(‘nl.‘?. rang
ing from building a constel-
lation of surveillance satel-
lites to secure communica
tions networks.

“It is the right time for the
privateindustry toutilise this
opportunity. I think it is time
to build a highly-capable at
manirbhar  (self-sufficient)
defence space ecosystem,”
the CDS said, inaugurating
the three-day ‘DefSat’ semi
narandexhibition here

Anil Chauban

e Shatiesh Nayak ‘

Chief of defence staff General Anil Chauhan (left) at the D-efS-A.T
defence conference at Manekshaw Centre in Delhi on Wednesday

The industry should part
ner the armed forces in aug-
menting ISR (intelligence,
surveillance,  reconnais
sance) capabilities by devel
oping multi-sensor satellites,
launch-on-demand services,
and a robust network of
groundstations. Thereisalso
the need to develop indige
nous positioning, navigation
and timing (PNT) services by
strengthening the NAVIC
constellation, he said

Stakeholders in the de-
fence-space ecosystem also
needtofocusoncounter-space
capabilities as a deterrent for

safeguarding the country’s
space assets from enemy at
tacks, Gen Chauhan said

Stressing the “vitality”
of gpace for mankind as well
as for the armed forces, CDS
said space can be used as a
force-multiplier to enhance
combat capabilities in the
traditional domains of land,
air, sea as well as newer ones
like cyber-warfare

During the seminar, Gen
Chauhan listed out the ma-
jor initiatives taken by the
government to capitalise on
space tostrengthen the capa-
bilities of the armed forces

CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Internal Security)

Context: Recently, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), delivered a compelling address
at the Space Seminar and Exhibition held in New Delhi. In his speech, he
stressed the critical need for establishing a resilient defence space ecosystem.

About Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
Background:

O

O

O

Recommended by Group of Ministers (GoM) in 2001 following the Kargil
Review Committee report.

Naresh Chandra Committee (2012) proposed a Permanent Chairman of
the Chiefs of Staff Committee as a step towards CDS.

Post of CDS created in 2019 based on recommendations of Lt General
DB Shekatkar's committee.

Roles and Responsibilities:

O

O

To head the Department of Military Affairs in Ministry of Defence and
function as its Secretary.

To act as the Principal Military Advisor to Hon’ble Raksha Mantri on all
Tri-Service matters.

To function as the Permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff
Committee

To administer the Tri-Service organizations/agencies/commands.

To be a member of Defence Acquisition Council chaired by Hon’ble
Raksha Mantri.

To function as the Military Advisor to the Nuclear Command Authority.
To bring about jointness in operation, logistics, transport, training,
support services, communications, repairs and maintenance, etc. of the
three Services.




PRITHVI SCHEME
PIB

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Science and tech)

=201 T H i “wlgw=arm (FPRRIE'T HYW'LD) S ocochsrrmie

FFaostaecd O OF FIE 2 S o= ey I =1

Context: In an effort to bolster the understanding of Earth's complex systems and to provide essential services for
the nation, the Union Cabinet, on 5th January 2024, approved the comprehensive "PRITHvi Vigyan (PRITHVI)" scheme.

PRITHvi Vigyan (PRITHVI)" scheme:

Approval In: January 2024.

Objective: Holistically addresses all components of the Earth system - atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere,

cryosphere, and biosphere.

Purpose: To improve understanding of Earth System Sciences and provide reliable services for the country.

Implementing Ministry: Ministry of Earth Sciences.

Duration: 2021-2026.

Total Cost: Rs. 4797 crores.

Sub-schemes under PRITHVI:

o Atmosphere & Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems & Services (ACROSS): Focused on studying
atmospheric dynamics, climate modeling, and enhancing observational systems to better understand weather
patterns and climate change.

Ocean Services, Modelling Application, Resources and Technology (O-SMART): Dedicated to oceanic research.
Polar Science and Cryosphere Research (PACER):Centered on polar regions and cryosphere.

Seismology and Geosciences (SAGE):On seismic activity and geosciences, aiming to enhance earthquake
monitoring, geological mapping, and disaster preparedness measures.

Research, Education, Training and Outreach (REACHOUT): To foster research, education, and outreach
activities.
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Centre vs states row on
eepens

HT Correspondent

etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Karnataka gov
crnment led by chief minister
siddaramaiah and deputy chief
minister DK Shivakumar took to
Delhi's streets on Wednesday to
orotest alleged “financial dis-
crimination” against the state,
prompting a furious response
from the Union government
that accused the Congress of
uelling a“separatist mentality”
that wanted to "break up the
sountry” based on outrageously
‘false claims”. The protest
marks deepening fissures
between the BIP-led Union gov-
arnment and states ruled by
parties opposed to the BIP, par-
icularly those from southern
[ndia, with Kerala chiel minister
Pinarayi Vijayan set to hold a
similar protest on Thursday,
with support from Tamil Nadu.
Speaking at Jantar Mantar on
Wednesday, Siddaramaiah said
that it was a “historic protest”
hat sought to gain the attention
of the central government and
the people of the country, *We
ire raising the issuc of discrimi-
1ation meted out by the govern-
continuedon 15

tax devolution
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Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah and dy CM DK Shivakumar at the

protestat Jantar Mantar in Delhi on Wednesday,

VIPIN KUMAR HT

Modi slams Cong over
North-South false binary

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Wednesday
accused the Congress of trying
to drive a wedge between the
northern and southern states
and said the opposition party’s
government in Karnataka was
trying to create a narrative that
will jeopardise the country's
future,

“Today I want to share my

pain on a specific matter... The
way language is being spoken
these days to break the country,
these new narratives are being
made for political gains. An
entire state is speaking this lan-
ouage, nothing can be worse for
the country than this.. what
language have we'started say-
ing," Modi asked in the Upper
House. P10

FINANCE COMMISSION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

Context: The Karnataka government organized a protest in Delhi under the banner of "My
Tax My Right" to voice opposition against what it deems as financial injustices aimed to
highlight grievances regarding the allocation of funds and other financial matters affecting
the state.

Finance Commission:

* Article 280: It stipulates that the President of India shall constitute a Finance
Commission at intervals of five years or earlier if deemed necessary. The Finance
Commission's primary task is to determine the method and formula for the distribution
of tax proceeds among the Centre and the states.

o Composition: The Finance Commission typically comprises a chairman and four
other members appointed by the President.

o About 15th finance Commission: N.K. Singh appointed as its chairman.
Recommendations of the 15th Finance Commission cover a period of five years,
from the fiscal year 2021-22 to 2025-26.

Criteria_for Allocation: Population (15%), Area (15%),Forest and Ecology
(10%),Income Distance (45%), Demographic Performance (12.5%) and Tax Effort
(2.5%).

Borrowing by States:

* Borrowing Limit on State: The Net Borrowing Ceiling (NBC) is a financial restriction
imposed by the central government on the borrowing capacity of states in India.
Limitation on Borrowings: The NBC sets a cap on the total amount of borrowing that
states can undertake from all sources, including open market borrowings.

According to Article 293(3) of the Constitution, the State has to obtain the consent of the
Centre to raise ‘any loan’, if ‘any part of the previous loan’ extended by the Centre is
outstanding. The imposition of the NBC is done by invoking the powers of the Centre
under Article 293(3).

Issues: Southern states like Karnataka is demanding more financial resources and
autonomy in financial matters.
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India to oppose mandate
on non-trade issues

BONE OF (ONTENTION

WThe13th Ministerial | W Developed nationsare
(onference{M(willbeheld | pushingto ncude
fiom February261029in | economicempawerment

Abu Dhabi | Issties related towomen
¥

= Windiamaintains that : W (fficlals ite carbon border :_gi
®  [abourand environment :adlustmemmemanizm, |

- arenon-trade fsues | deforestation |aws & cases

and shouldnat be | ofdrageing environmental

| discussed atWio : Issuesnto trade matters

SHRENA NAND!

ey Delhi, T February

i should not bedis
¢ WTD and trade barriers i

ndia wi
gramme
onnon

ment, gender and micro,
medium enterprises (MSM
World Trade Organization’s (WTO's)
biennial meeting scheduled for the t

.
i the European
carbon border adjustment

l Ters.
! cloped nations e of olling out CBAM
v are pushing to begin formal talks on

“onference (MC)
/26t029in  tions

WTO

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Economy)

Context: World Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial Conference which is scheduled to take
place in February 2024 in has drawn attention due to India's firm stance against linking issues
such as environment, gender, and micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) with trade.

World Trade Organization (WTO):

* Establishment: The WTO was established on January 1, 1995, succeeding the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

* Objectives: Facilitate international trade by promoting free and fair trade practices.

* Agreements:

o The WTO oversees agreements covering goods, services, and intellectual property
rights.

o Key agreements include the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), General
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), and Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).

* Ministerial Conferences: Held every two years, Ministerial Conferences are the highest
decision-making body of the WTO.

* Recent MC: Abu Dhabi, UAE, the 13th Ministerial Conference

* Position Against Non-Trade Issues Mandate:

o India opposes any work program or negotiation mandate on non-trade issues such as

environment, gender, and MSMEs at the WTO's upcoming Ministerial Conference.

o Specifically, India objects to linking MSMEs and gender with trade and opposes any

future negotiations mandate in these areas.
* Stand on Labor and Environment:

o India maintains that labor and environment are non-trade issues and should not be

discussed within the WTO framework.

o It argues that erecting trade barriers under the guise of sustainable development is

not acceptable.

o India suggests that non-trade issues be addressed in specialized forums such as the

United Nations, rather than at the WTO.
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JJB accepts police
request to try teen

murderer

Abhay@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Juvenile Justice
Board has agreed to Delhi Po
lice's request to try a 17-year
old boy, accused of murder in
Welcome last year, asanadult

The incident had happe
ned on May 8. The complai-
nant in the case told police that
he and his 14-yvear-old friend
had returned from work toget
her that day “While heading
home, my friend told me that
he would meet me at a bakery
in the neighbourhood after so
me time, We met at the bakery
around midnight. When my
friend went to drink water
from a nearby tap, the accused
came from behind and grab-
bed him by his collar. He then
stabbed him multiple times
with a knife. The accused clai
med that he had passed infor
mation about him to someo
ne.” the complainant stated

The 14-year-old boy wa
tacked several times and he
was declared dead at the ho-
spital. A case under Section
302 (murder)of IPCwasregis
tered. Cops had apprehended
the accused.

Sourcessaid thatduringin
vestigation, cops found that
the 17-year-old boy had com
mitted the offence after plan
ning and without any provoca

sat

as adult

The 14-year-old boy was
attacked several times
and he was declared
dead at the hospital.

A case under Section
302 (murder) of IPC
was registered

tion. During assessment, it
wasalsofound that the boy was
not suffering from any psycho
logical or psychiatric illness

A senior officer said thata

v days ago, JJB ordered

t the accused should be
tried in this murder case as
an adult

This was not the first case
where the board granted per-
mission to try venile as an
adult. Last year, it had agreed
to Delhi Police's request to try
two boys as adults who were
accused of being involved in
the murder of a man in Vivek
Vihar. In 2022, the board had
accepted the police’s request to
try a 17-vear-old juvenile as an
adult who allegedly brutally
murdered a man in Jahangir
puriand recorded video of the
incident. In the same year, Del
hi Police had written to JJB to
try the accused as an adult in
the murder case of a specially
abled teenager in Safdarjung
Development Area

JUVENILE JUSTICE BOARD
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

Context: Juvenile Justice Board has agreed to Delhi Police’s request to try a 17-
year-old boy, accused of murder.

Juvenile Justice Board (JJB)
* About: Indian quasi-judicial bodies that decide whether juveniles accused of
a crime should be tried as an adult.
Formed by: Juvenile Justice Boards were formed by State Governments.
Statutory Status: Set up under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015.
Members: Each Juvenile Justice Board consists of one first-class judicial
magistrate and two social workers at least one of whom is a woman.
Tenure :Terms last two years for those of ages 35-65 .
Nodal ministry: Ministry of Women and Child Development .
Function:
o To be informed of the details on the presence of children and their
parents/guardians during the proceedings before the board.
Ensure protection of children's rights during the course of legal
proceedings.
Provide a translator or interpreter if he/she is unable to understand
the language used in legal proceedings.
Ensure that proceedings are followed in accordance with section 14 of
the Juvenile Justice Act.
Any other functions assigned to the board as per the Juvenile Justice
Act.
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Soren’s WhatsApp
chats suggest
‘money appears to
be generated’ by
‘transfer postings’:
ED in special court

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, FEBRUARY 7

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
Wednesday told a special court
in Ranchi that former Chief
Minister Hemant Soren allegedly
had several incriminating chats
on WhatsApp with a close aide
about transfer postings, ex-
changed confidential informa-
tion about several properties, and
shared governmentrecords.

Soren’s five-day custody
ended Wednesday, after which
the ED produced him in the
Special Court of Dinesh Rai. The
PMLA court granted the ED five-
day custody. Soren was arrested
January 31 for his alleged in-
volvement in ownership of 8.5
acres of land.

ED, inits remand note, told the
court: “The WhatsApp chat not
only includes exchange of confi-
dential information regarding
several properties but other in-
criminating information relating
to transfer posting, sharing of gov-
emment records, etc, out of which
ahugeamountof money appears
to have been generated and trans-
acted. In addition to this, (the close
aide) has WhatsApp chats with
several other persons in relation
to transfer posting of officials, pos-
session and sharing of several ad-
mit cards of students appearing
for competitive exams held by Jh-
arkhand Staff Selection
Comimission, etc.”

ED told the court that Soren
was requested to produce his
phone onwhich he had the chats.
“Howvever, he has deliberately not
produced his mobile in order to
conceal facts and stall investiga-
tion,” it alleged, adding there has
been blatant misuse of power in
hampering evidence linked with
this case. FULL REPORT

ENFORCEMENT DIRECTORATE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

Context:The Directorate of Enforcement told a special court that former Chief Minister
Hemant Soren allegedly had several incriminating chats on WhatsApp with a close aide
about transfer postings, exchanged confidential information about several properties, and
shared government records .

Enforcement Directorate (Ed)

* About: The Directorate of Enforcement is a multi-disciplinary organization mandated
with investigation of offence of money laundering and violations of foreign exchange
laws.

Origin:

The origins of this Directorate can be traced back to May 1, 1956, when the

Department of Economic Affairs established an ‘Enforcement Unit' to handle Exchange

Control Laws violations under the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA), 1947.

Nodal minister: Department of Revenue of the Ministry of Finance.

Appointment of ED director:

o The ED director is appointed as per provisions of the Central Vigilance Commission
Act, 2003.
The Centre appoints the director on recommendation of a committee, with the
Central Vigilance Commissioner as chairperson.

o Other committee members are secretaries in the Finance (Revenue), Home and
Personnel & Training ministries.

Tenure: The Director holds a fixed tenure of 2 years, with the possibility of a maximum

of 3 annual extensions.
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SC pulls up NGT for
‘unilateral decisions’,
asks it to act with
‘procedural integrity’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA

MEWN

AN unusual ordet, the Supreme
Cowrt has pulled wgp the Mational
Green Tribunal [ MCGT) for s “re-
CUrrent engagenment ™ in “unilat-
eral decision making™ and cau-
tionied that in "its 2ealouws quesst for
Jusince, the mbunal must mead
carefully to avosd the oversight of
ProOpnety’.

These hard hitting ohserva-
tions were made by a bench of
Justices I 5% Marasimha and
Aravind Kurnar in its verdict on
appeals filed by a Delhi-hased
busimess enterprises, which has
challenged two orders of the
greenpanelwhere it had slapped
finez o thee firmn, in & suo miotu pro-
ceedings for polluting the envi-
TOCIENE, Wt ot even gning it
an opporburi by o be heard.

“Thee: Matioinal Careen Tribuinal's
FECUITent engagement in unilat-
eral decision MMM, ProAIseon-
gz e- st Pt resviens hearings
anid routmety disrmissing it b re-
grettably become a prevaling
noiTi In s 2ealous quest for jus-
tice, the tribunal mowst tread care-
fullhyrto avoid the oversight of pro-
priety,” the bench said in its

January 30 order, uploaded on
Wednesday

kadded that the practice ofiex-
partearders and the impaosition of
darmages amounting to orores of
nupees, have proven fobea coun-
terproductive force in the broader
missson of envinonmental safe-
auarding.

Thie bench said that signifi-
canthy, these orders of the NGT
haveconsistenithy faced stays from
the apest oo, resulting in the ur-
raveling of the commendabée ef-
forts put forth by the members,
Lwviyers, and other stabeholders.

“It & Emiperative for the tribu-
nal to infuse a renewed sense of
procedural integrity, ensuring that
it actions resonate with a harmmo-
nious balance between justice and
due process. Onby then can it re-
claim its standing a5 a beacon of
EMVINONIMEnNLal protecison where
wiel Hngentoned endeavours are
not sirngly was hed aveny” itsaid.

The bench noted that these
appeals arise ouwt of two orders
passed by the MGT on August 31,
2021 and on Movemnber 26, J0X1L

“The main order arises out of
e pare corcker i SL0 Mot -
ceedings holding the appellants
o bee ity and derecting payrment
of compensation.

NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 —Env & Eco)

Context: The Supreme Court has pulled up the National Green Tribunal (NGT) for
its “recurrent engagement” in “unilateral decision making”.

National Green Tribunal:
* About:The NGT was established by an Act of the Parliament i.e., National

Green Tribunal, Act, 2010.

Objective: NGT was established for the effective and expeditious disposal of

cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests and

other natural resources.

Inspired From:

o The United Nations Conference on the Human Environment held at
Stockholm in 1972.
The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held at
Rio de Janeiro in 1992.

o The Constitution of India under Article 21.

Features:

o The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, or the Indian Evidence Act, 1872.

o It shall be guided by principles of natural justice.

o the Tribunal is vested with the powers of a civil court under the Code of
Civil Procedure for discharging its functions.
It has both original and appellate jurisdiction
Disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months of filing of the
same.
The Tribunal’s orders are binding and it can also grant relief in the form of
compensation and damages to affected persons.




GRAMMY AWARDS
THE HINDU ‘ (Syllabus: GS Paper 1 — Art and culture)

Music without borders

The Grammys were a celebration of
women singers, past and present

ime stood still twice at the 66th annual
T Grammy Awards on Sunday when iconic

singer-songwriters Joni Mitchell and Tra-
cy Chapman took the stage to tell stories one
more time through music. While the 80-year-old
Mitchell, who had suffered a life-threatening
aneurysm some years ago, performed her 1968
song, ‘Both Sides Now’, Tracy Chapman, 59, ac-
companied by her guitar and Luke Combs, belted
out her classic hit, ‘Fast Car’ — both numbers po-
werful markers of the human experience and still
speaking to the times. As if on cue, Annie Len-
nox, who paid tribute to Sinead O’Connor by re-
prising her haunting song, ‘Nothing Compares 2
U’, shouted at the end of her performance: ‘Ar-
tists for ceasefire. Peace in the world’. After that,
two ongoing wars and other social crises ap-
peared forgotten for the most part of the show,
though the super indie group, boygenius, who
won for ‘best rock performance’, advocated for a
ceasefire through red pins on their attire. After
years of being pulled up for not celebrating fe-
male, black, Hispanic artists enough, the Gram-
mys made amends this time by honouring a host
of young women musicians. ‘Swifties’ were duly
acknowledged by helping Taylor Swift make his-
tory with her record-setting fourth album of the
year award for ‘Midnights’, surpassing Frank Si-
natra, Stevie Wonder and Paul Simon, who won
the award three times.

Miley Cyrus (‘Flowers’), Billie Eilish (*“What
Was I Made For?’, a melancholic melody for Greta
Gerwig’s Barbie) and SZA all got their moment in
the spotlight. India made a mark too with a belat-
ed nod coming in for one of the country’s best-
known fusion bands, Shakti, which bagged the

Best Global Music Album for ‘This Moment’, a
studio album they released after four decades.
The band, formed in the 1970s to critical acclaim
and fame, later regrouped and brought out an al-
bum in 2023 with founding members, guitarist
John McLaughlin and tabla maestro Zakir Hus-
sain, joining vocalist Shankar Mahadevan, per-
cussionist V. Selvaganesh and violinist Ganesh
Rajagopalan. Zakir Hussain won two more Gram-
mys, one with flutist Rakesh Chaurasia, and two
other performers, for their song ‘Pashto’ which
won in the Best Global Music Performance cate-
gory. In the past, the Grammys have honoured
and celebrated the music of Pandit Ravi Shankar,
Pandit Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, A. R. Rahman and
others. But Indian artists of today, who play a
mind-boggling array of instruments, from the si-
tar, sarod and veena to the flute, mridangam and
violin, can now aspire to claim their rightful place
on the global stage and be open to collaborations
which have brought musicians such as Zakir Hus-
sain accolades and recognition.

Context:At Grammy Awards 2024, Shankar Mahadevan and Zakir Hussain's Shakti band
won the Best Global Music Album for the album This Moment .

Grammy Awards
 About: The Grammy Award is an annual recognition presented by the Recording

Academy of the United States to recognize outstanding achievements in the music

industry.

Started: 1957

Awarded in: To honour Musical artists, composition, and albums.

India's performances in 2024 awards:

o Shakti, comprising Zakir Hussain, Shankar Mahadevan, John McLaughlin, Ganesh
Rajagopalan, and Selvaganesh Vinayakram, won the 2024 Grammy for their
album "This Moment.”

o Zakir Hussain clinches an additional pair of victories, securing two more Grammys
at the ceremony.

Zakir Hussain
* About: He s an Indian tabla player, composer, percussionist, music producer and film
actor.
He is awarded with: Padma Shri in 1988, the Padma Bhushan in 2002, and the Padma
Vibhushan in 2023, by the Government of India.
o Also awarded: Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1990, Sangeet Natak Akademi
Fellowship, Ratna Sadsya in 2018.
v In 1999, he was awarded the United States National Endowment for the
Arts' National Heritage Fellowship, the highest award given to traditional artists
and musicians.
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FCRA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Social Justices)

Context:The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) registered a case of alleged
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) violation against human rights activist Harsh
Mander and his NGO Centre for Equity Studies (CES). .

Foreign Contribution (Regulation)Act (FCRA):

About: Regulates the receiving and use of foreign contributions by individuals and

corporations established in India.

Established in: The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 has come into effect

from 2011.

Objectives: The law sought to regulate foreign donations to individuals and

associations so that they functioned “in a manner consistent with the values of a

sovereign democratic republic.

Apply to:

o Citizens of India outside India.

o Associate branches or subsidiaries, outside India, of companies or bodies
corporate, registered or incorporated in India.

FCRA requires every person or NGO seeking to receive foreign donations:

o Registered under the Act.

o To open a bank account for the receipt of the foreign funds in State Bank of India,
Delhi.
To utilize those funds only for the purpose for which they have been received and
as stipulated in the Act.

o They are also required to file annual returns.

o They must not transfer the funds to another NGO.

The Act prohibits the receipt of foreign funds:

o By candidates for elections.

o Journalists or newspaper and media broadcast companies.

o Judges and government servants.

o Members of legislature and political parties or their office-bearers.
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