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FLOOR TEST
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: The new Grand Alliance government in Bihar won the trust vote with ease.

Floor test

● A floor test is primarily taken to know whether the executive enjoys the confidence of the legislature. 

● It is a constitutional mechanism under which a Chief Minister appointed by the Governor can be asked to prove majority on the floor 

of the Legislative Assembly of the state. 

● As per the Constitution, the Chief Minister is appointed by the Governor of the state.

● When a single party secures the majority of the seats in the house, the Governor appoints the leader of the party as the Chief 

Minister. 

● In case the majority is questioned, the leader of the party which claims majority has to move a vote of confidence and prove majority 

among those present and voting. 

● The Chief Minister has to resign if they fail to prove their majority in the house. This happens both in the parliament and the state 

legislative assemblies.

● In situations when there are differences within a coalition government, the Governor can ask the Chief Minister to prove majority in 

the house.
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT YOJANA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Social Justice & health)

Context: The beneficiary card for Ayushman Bharat can now be used to avail benefits for any existing state health insurance 
schemes.

Ayushman Bharat Yojana

- Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Arogya Yojana is a national public 

health insurance fund of the 

Government of India that aims to 

provide free access to health insurance 

coverage for low income earners in the 

country.

- The programme is part of the Indian 

government's National Health Policy 

and is means-tested. It was launched in 

September 2018 by the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. 

- That ministry later established the 

National Health Authority as an 

organization to administer the 

program. 

- It is a centrally sponsored scheme and 

is jointly funded by both the union 

government and the states. 
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PRODUCTION LINKED INCENTIVE SCHEME

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: The government plans to offer production-linked sops worth around $500 million to develop ‘niche’ batteries to achieve climate goals 
and cut reliance on fossil fuel imports.

Production linked incentive scheme
- In 2020, the central government introduced a scheme to boost domestic manufacturing and cut down on import bills.
- Aim: to give companies incentives on incremental sales from products manufactured in domestic units.

○ Apart from inviting foreign companies to set shop in India, the scheme also aims to encourage local companies to set up or 
expand existing manufacturing units.

- The Government introduced this scheme to reduce India’s dependence on China and other foreign countries.
- Incentives Under the Scheme: The incentives, calculated on the basis of incremental sales, range from as low as 1 per cent for the electronics 

and technology products to as high as 20 per cent for the manufacturing of critical key starting drugs and certain drug intermediaries.
○ In some sectors such as advanced chemistry cell batteries, textile products and the drone industry, the incentive to be given will 

be calculated on the basis of sales, performance and local value addition done over the period of five years.
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BONDS AND BOND YIELD

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: Indian government bond yields were higher as the Brent crude contract hovered around $100 per barrel, feeding into 
concerns over a surge in inflation.

Bonds and bond yield
- A bond is an instrument to borrow money. It is like an IOU (I owe you). 
- A bond could be floated/issued by a country’s government or by a company to raise funds. 
- Bond yield: The yield of a bond is the effective rate of return that it earns. But the rate of return is not fixed - it changes with the 

price of the bond. 
○ Every bond has a face value and a coupon payment. There is also the price of the bond, which may or may not be equal 

to the face value of the bond.
- Bond Yield vs. Price

○ Price and yield are inversely related. As the price of a bond goes up, its yield goes down and as yield goes up, the price 
of the bond goes down.
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YAKSHAGANA 

(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Art & Culture)

Context: The all-night Yakshagana performances will soon be history with the group deciding to 
switch to shorter duration shows from November.

Yakshagana 

- Yakshagana is a traditional folk dance form popular in Coastal Karnataka districts. 

- In 13th century, a Sage named Narahari Thirtha started Dashavathara performance in Udupi, 

which later developed into the Yakshagana of today.

- It is a temple art form that depicts mythological stories and Puranas.

- Usually recited in Kannada, it is also performed in Malayalam as well as Tulu (the dialect of south 

Karnataka).

- Elements of Yakshagana:

○ The Act: Each performance typically focuses on a small sub-story (known as ‘Prasanga’) 

from ancient Hindu epics of Ramayana or Mahabharata. 

○ The Music: Musical instruments used in Yakshagana include Chande (drums), Harmonium, 

Maddale, Taala (mini metal clappers) and flute among others. 

○ The Dress: Large size head gear, coloured faces, elaborate costumes all over the body and 

musical beads on the legs (Gejje).

○ The Troupes: There are several popular troupes (known as Melas) performing Yakshagana 

throughout the year. Saligrama mela, Dharmasthala Mela, Mandarthi Mela, Perduru Mela 

are some of the leading names. 
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NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY ACT (NFSA)

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Justice)

Context: The Supreme Court has directed the Centre to increase coverage under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) .

National Food and Security Act of 2013 (NFSA 2013) 

- The National Food and Security Act aims to ensure people' food and nutritional security by assuring access to a 

sufficient quantity of high-quality food at reasonable prices.

- It provides subsidised food grains to 75% of India's rural population and 50% of its urban population. It includes 

almost two-thirds of the Indian population in its entirety.

- Coverage and Eligibility

○ Households that are covered under the provisions of the AAY, or Antyodaya Anna Yojana.

○ Also under coverage are ‘priority households’ under the clauses of the TPDS, or Targeted Public Distribution 

System.

○ According to the most recent figures generated by the census, the population coverage is determined by the 

Central Government of India.

- Food Entitlements and Security Allowance

○ Under the act, every household that is covered will receive 5 kg foodgrains, per individual, each month.

○ Under the scheme of AAY, households are entitled to 35 kg foodgrains every month.

○ The cost of these foodgrains is specified as a maximum of Rs. 2 for every kg of wheat, Rs. 3 for every kg of 

rice, and Rs. 1 for every kg of coarse foodgrains, given for a 3-year period.

○ Prices of foodgrains are prefixed for a 3-year tenure, after which the Central Government’s fixed rates will 

prevail according to ‘Minimum Support Price’ criteria.

○ In the event of a shortage in foodgrains, beneficiaries under the National Food Security Act, 2013, will be 

duly compensated with a foodgrain security allowance. 

■ This allowance will be administered in the form of cash to buy food grains.



LOKPAL AND LOKAYUKTAS ACT, 2013
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: The subject committee of Kerala assembly that considered the LokAyukta Amendment Bill is learnt to have made changes in the bill with 
regard to the governor’s powers in in taking a decision on LokAyukta reports against the CM.

LOKPAL AND LOKAYUKTAS ACT, 2013

- The central Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 was notified on January 1, 2014. 

- The Act provides for establishing a Lokpal headed by a Chairperson, who is or has been a Chief Justice of India, or is or has been a judge of the 

Supreme Court, or an eminent person who fulfils eligibility criteria as specified. 

- Of its other members, not exceeding eight, 50% are to be judicial members, provided that not less than 50% belong to the SCs, STs, OBCs, 

minorities, or are women. 

- The Lokpal and Lokayukta are to deal with complaints against public servants, a definition that includes the Lokpal chairperson and members. 

- Lokayuktas are the state equivalents of the central Lokpal. 

○ Section 63 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 states: “Every state shall establish a body to be known as the Lokayukta for the State, if 

not so established, constituted or appointed, by a law made by the State Legislature, to deal with complaints relating to corruption against 

certain public functionaries, within a period of one year from the date of commencement of this Act.”

○ Originally, the central legislation was envisaged to make a Lokayukta in each state mandatory. 

○ However, regional parties argued that this would be against the spirit of federalism. The law then created a mere framework, leaving it to 

the states to decide the specifics.
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DAM SAFETY ACT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Disaster Management)

Context: The recent floods in the Mahanadi basin in Odisha have brought to the fore, the faulty 
management of dams, which were built to mitigate floods and not be the cause of them.

- India has 5,745 large dams according to the National Register of Large Dams, 2019, prepared 
by the Central Water Commission.

- CWC has developed some guidelines on risk failure, they are not legally binding.

August 25
DOWN TO 

EARTH

Dam Safety Act 2021

- The law is aimed at addressing the long-felt need for addressing issues concerning the safety of major dams all over the country. 

- It provides for surveillance, inspection, operation, and maintenance of certain dams for prevention of disasters related to dam failure, apart from 

institutional mechanisms to ensure their safe functioning. 

- The Act covers those dams having a height of over 15m and between 10m and 15m with certain stipulations. 

- It seeks to create two national institutions - 

○ National Committee on Dam Safety (NCDS) to evolve dam safety policies and recommend necessary regulations.

○ National Dam Safety Authority (NDSA) to implement policies and address unresolved issues between the two States.  The NDSA will be the 

regulatory body.

- The legislation also envisages the formation of State Dam Safety Organisations and State Committees on Dam Safety. 

- Dam owners will be held responsible for the construction, operation, maintenance, and supervision of dams. 

Constitutional provisions 

- 7th schedule: Dams are a State Subject.

- Article 252 of the Constitution requires a resolution from two or more states for enacting a law by Parliament on a subject which is in the state list.



August 25PIB MCA21 VERSION 3.0
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - e-governance)

MCA21
- The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has initiated the MCA21 project. 

- MCA21 Version 3.0 is part of the 2021 Budget announcement.
- It enables easy and secure access to MCA services in an assisted manner for corporate entities, professionals, and general public. 
- The MCA21 project is designed to fully automate all processes related to enforcement and compliance of the legal requirements under the Companies Act, 

1956.
- The project further seeks to achieve interoperability with the National e-Governance Services Delivery Gateway (NSDG).
- It will help extend MCA services to businesses via multiple front-end delivery channels.
- It  will also help provide other value-added services over and above the base services offered by MCA21.
- The MCA21 application offers the following benefits:

- Enables the business community to register a company and file statutory documents quickly and easily.
- Provides easy access of public documents
- Helps faster and effective resolution of public grievances
- Helps registration and verification of charges easily
- Ensures proactive and effective compliance with relevant laws and corporate governance
- Enables the MCA employees to deliver best of breed services



August 25PIB NATIONAL GOPAL RATNA AWARDS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Agriculture)

National Gopal Ratna Awards
- Under Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM), with an objective to encourage the Milk producing farmer, individuals working in this sector, and Dairy cooperative 

societies who provide market access to the milk producers, this department has continued to confer National Gopal Ratna Award during 2022 in the following 
categories:
○ Best Dairy farmer rearing indigenous cattle/buffalo breeds (list of registered breeds annexed)
○ Best Artificial Insemination Technician (AIT)
○ Best Dairy Cooperative Society/ Milk producer Company/ Dairy Farmer Producer Organisation

- The National Gopal Ratna Award consists of a Certificate of merit, a memento, and amount in each category as under:
○ Rs. 5,00,000/-(Rupee five lakh only) -1st rank
○ Rs. 3,00,000/- (Rupee three lakh only) -2nd rank and
○ Rs. 2,00,000/- (Rupee two lakh only)  -3rd rank

Rashtriya Gokul Mission
- The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying has been implementing the Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM) to develop and conserve indigenous bovine 

breeds since December 2014. 
- The RGM scheme plays an essential role in enhancing milk production and productivity of bovines to meet the growing demands for milk and make dairy more 

remunerative to the rural farmers in India.
- The revised RGM scheme is continued under the umbrella scheme of the Rashtriya Pashudhan Vikas Yojna from 2021 to 2026 with an Rs.2,400 crore budget 

outlay. 
- The RGM scheme will result in enhanced productivity of all cattle and buffaloes of India, especially amongst small and marginal farmers. 

Context: Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying under the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and Dairying invites applications for National Gopal Ratna Awards during 2022, online 
through the National Award portal.
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