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Page 13THE HINDU SOUTH CHINA SEA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 – IR)

Context: Recently, both the United States and Vietnam issued warnings against
the "threat or use of force" in the South China Sea, following a recent clash
involving Chinese vessels in the disputed region.

South China Sea
• It is one of the world's busiest waterways and plays a crucial role in global

trade and merchant shipping.
• Location: The South China Sea is a marginal sea of the Western Pacific Ocean
• Bordering Countries: The People’s Republic of China, the Republic of China

(Taiwan), the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore and
Vietnam.

• Straits: Taiwan Strait, connecting to the East China Sea; the Luzon Strait,
linking to the Philippine Sea; straits surrounding Palawan, connecting to the
Sulu Sea; the Strait of Singapore, providing access to the Strait of Malacca;
and the Karimata and Bangka Strait, connecting to the Java Sea.

• Reason for Dispute: The South China Sea disputes involve claims over
maritime territories and islands by various sovereign states in the region.

• Countries Party dispute: China, Brunei, Taiwan, the Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Indonesia etc.

Claims Over Islands
• The Paracel Islands: Claimed by China, Taiwan and Vietnam.
• The Spratly Islands: Claimed by China, Taiwan, Malaysia, Vietnam, Brunei and

the Philippines.
• The Scarborough Shoal: Claimed by the Philippines, China and Taiwan.
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NUCLEAR ENERGY

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – SCI & TECH)

Context: Recently, India and France have been actively discussing the option of nuclear power
as a tempting path towards achieving carbon neutrality, despite the pressing concerns of
potential meltdowns and the challenges associated with waste disposal.

Nuclear Energy
• About: It is the energy stored in the nucleus of an atom. It can be used to produce

electricity. But, before it can used, it must be released.
• Global: Nuclear energy accounts for approximately 10% of global electricity production,

generated by around 440 power reactors.
• Nuclear energy stands as the second-largest contributor to low-carbon power worldwide,

comprising 26% of the total in 2020.
• In India: Nuclear power ranks as the fourth-largest electricity source, following thermal,

hydroelectric, and renewable energy sources.
o Roughly 2.5% of India's total energy needs are satisfied by nuclear energy.
o India currently operates 22 nuclear reactors situated within 7 nuclear power plants,

boasting an aggregate installed capacity of 6780 MW.
o Nuclear energy can help India meet the INDC target under the Paris Climate Treaty.

Nuclear Fusion: In fusion, nuclei of two lighter elements are made to fuse together to form the 

nucleus of a heavier atom. 

• Best Example: It is the same nuclear process that powers the Sun and other stars.

Nuclear Fission: It occurs when a neutron slams into a larger atom, forcing it to excite and split 

into two smaller atoms, known as fission products. Additional neutrons are also released that 

can initiate a chain reaction.

• Result: When each atom splits, a tremendous amount of energy is released.

• Best Example: Nuclear power reactors where uranium and plutonium are most commonly 

used because they are easy to initiate and control. 



19TH HACGAM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3-– Security)

Sept 12PIB

Context: Recently, the Indian Coast Guard participated in the 19th Heads of Asian Coast Guard Agencies Meeting (HACGAM) in Istanbul,
Türkiye.

19th Heads of Asian Coast Guard Agencies Meeting
• About: This apex-level forum serves as a platform for convening the leading Coast Guard Agencies from across the Asian region.
• Established: In 2004
• Hosted by: Turkey
• Members: 23 Countries

o Australia, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, China, France, India, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives,
Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkiye, Vietnam and one Region i.e., Hong Kong (China).

• 18th HACGAM Hosted: India
• Focus: Fostering cooperation between the Coast Guards of the member Asian states to ensure and promote safe, secure, and clean seas in

the region.

Indo Pacific Region
• The Indo-Pacific region refers to the confluence of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, which interconnect in Southeast Asia.
• The concept of the Indo-Pacific is relatively recent, gaining prominence around a decade ago. In the years since its inception, it has

experienced substantial growth.
• A key factor driving the adoption of this term is the recognition of the interconnected strategic importance of the Indian Ocean and the

Pacific Ocean.
• Many experts believe the shift from Asia-Pacific to Indo-Pacific is the exponential economic growth ranging from India to China and

Japan.



Sept 12DTE
GLOBAL DEBT RESTRUCTURING

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Economy)

Context: India has taken the lead in facilitating debt discussions with global sovereign debt roundtable (GSDR), for the climate change programme
at the New Delhi-based think tank Centre for Science and Environment (CSE).

Key Points of Declaration
• Since the Common Framework’s establishment in 2021, Chad is the only country that has undergone debt restructuring, which involved

concessions from creditors to alleviate the financial burden on insolvent nations, while others are still waiting.
o The Common Framework, initiated by the G20 in November 2020, aims to strengthen the international debt structure for the world's

poorest nations by facilitating coordinated efforts among official creditors for timely and sustainable debt treatment.
• India, during its G20 presidency, has made substantial progress in addressing the debt issues of Zambia, Ghana, and Ethiopia, and has also

established a coordinated mechanism for addressing the debt situation in Sri Lanka.

Debt Restructuring: It is a strategy businesses, individuals, and nations employ to mitigate the potential of defaulting on their current financial
obligations.
• This may involve negotiations for reduced interest rates among other measures.
• The debt restructuring process typically involves getting lenders to agree to reduce the interest rates on loans, extend the dates when the

company’s liabilities are due to be paid, or both.

Global sovereign debt roundtable (GSDR):
• Creation: In February 2023. It does not replace debt restructuring mechanisms such as the G20 Common Framework, rather, its focus is to build 

a greater common understanding of key concepts within the existing framework
• The GSDR is co-chaired by the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and India in its capacity as the 2023 G20 Presidency.
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(Syllabus: GS Paper 3– Economy)

Context: Saudi Arabia recently announced its intention to explore the
establishment of an office for its sovereign wealth fund (SWF) in
Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT) with the aim of
promoting and facilitating investments.

Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF)
• About: It is also known as Social Wealth Funds, consisting of funds

generated and owned by the government.
o These funds are typically sourced from state-owned natural

resource revenues, trade surpluses, bank reserves, and
similar financial assets.

• Types of SWF: Savings Funds, Stabilization Funds, Reserve
Investment Funds, Strategic Development Sovereign Wealth Funds
(SDSWF) & Pension Reserve Funds

• Commodities: Created through commodity exports, either taxed
or owned by the government

• Non-Commodities: Usually created through transfers of assets
from official foreign exchange reserves

• India’s Sovereign Wealth Fund: National Investment and
Infrastructure Fund (NIIF)

• Set up by: Government of India in 2015
• Aim: To attract investments from both domestic and international

sources for infrastructure development in commercially viable
projects both Greenfield and Brownfield, including stalled
projects.



Sept 12PIB EASTERN ECONOMIC FORUM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 – IR)

Context: Recently, the Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways and Ayush
returned from Russia after representing India at the Eastern Economic Forum held
in the Russian port city of Vladivostok.

Eastern Economic Forum
• EEF is an annual international event hosted in Vladivostok, Russia.
• Inaugurated: In September 2015, the first EEF took place at the Far Eastern

Federal University in Vladivostok,
• Aim: To promote economic growth in Russia's Far East and foster international

collaboration within the Asia-Pacific region.
• EEF serves as a vital platform for deliberations on critical topics such as global

economics, regional integration, advancements in industrial and technological
sectors, and the shared global challenges faced by Russia and other nations.

Russia’s Far East
• The Far Eastern part of Russia is its easternmost region.
• Border Sharing: Two oceans, namely the Pacific and the Arctic
• Five Countries: China, Japan, Mongolia, the United States, and North Korea.

o Encompassing over a third of the country's landmass, the Far Eastern
Federal District is vast.

• Abundant in Natural Resources: Diamonds, stannary, borax materials, gold
(including 50% of the nation's gold reserves), tungsten, and a variety of fish
and seafood.
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MQ-9B DRONES

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Security)

Context: India recently initiated the process to purchase 31 MQ-9B drones from the USA.

MQ-9B drones
• Developed by: General Atomics Aeronautical Systems (GA-ASI).
• The MQ-9B drone is a variant of the MQ-9 “Reaper”.
• MQ-9 Reaper: An unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) capable of remotely controlled or autonomous flight operations.
• They are armed with strike missiles that can take out enemy targets with high accuracy.
• The MQ-9B has two variants: Sky Guardian and Sea Guardian.

o The Indian Navy has been operating the MQ-9B Sea Guardian since 2020.

Features of MQ-9B Sea Guardian
• Payload: It can carry up to 5,670 kg.
• Altitude: 40,000 feet.
• Endurance time: 40 hours.
• This makes it useful for long-hour surveillance.
• It can support land, maritime surveillance, anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, strike, electronic warfare, and

expeditionary roles.
• It is capable of automatic take-offs and landings.
• This enables joint forces and civil authorities to deliver real-time situational awareness anywhere in the maritime

domain — day or night.



ACHANAKMAR TIGER RESERVE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Env & Eco)

Sept 12DTE

Context: Recently, tracking teams inside Achanakmar Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh have been diligently monitoring the movements of a tigress,
aimed at bolstering the reserve's dwindling population of these majestic big cats.
• The latest Status of Tigers, Co-Predators and Prey in India census report, 2022 by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) showed

that Chhattisgarh, which shares a border with Madhya Pradesh, has just 17 tigers. Meanwhile, Madhya Pradesh — from which Chhattisgarh
was carved out in 2000 — has 785 big cats.

Achanakmar Tiger Reserve
• Location: It is located in the Bilaspur district of Chhattisgarh.
• About: It was declared a tiger reserve in 2009. It is a part of the huge Achanakmar-Amarkantak Biosphere Reserve. Maniyari River flows

right from the center of this reserve, which is the forest's lifeline. It has a corridor connecting to Kanha and Bandhavgarh Tiger reserves
and plays a critical role in the dispersal of tigers among these reserves.

• Vegetation: Tropical deciduous forest.
• Flora: Sal, bija, saja, haldu, teak, tinsa, dhawara, lendia, khamar, and bamboo bloom here, along with over 600 species of medicinal plants.
• Fauna: Wild fauna includes the tiger, leopard, bison, flying squirrel, Indian giant squirrel, chinkara, wild dog, hyena, sambar, chital, and over

150 species of birds.

National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA)
• It is a statutory body under the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (MoEFCC).
• Establishment: In 2006 under the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972.
• Objectives:
• Providing statutory authority to Project Tiger so that compliance with its directives becomes legal.
• Fostering accountability of Center-State in the management of Tiger Reserves by providing a basis for a MoU with States within the federal

structure.
• Addressing the livelihood interests of local people in areas surrounding Tiger Reserves.
• NTCA Members: Minister in charge of MoEFCC (as Chairperson), Minister of State in MoEFCC (as Vice-Chairperson), Three members of

Parliament, The Secretary (MoEFCC) and other members.



Page 9INDIAN EXPRESS NIPAH VIRUS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Sci & Tech - Diseases)

Context: Recently, the Kerala Health Department issued an alert in the
Kozhikode district after two deaths were suspected to be due to the
Nipah Virus.

Nipah Virus (NIV)
• About: It is a zoonotic virus, meaning it can be transmitted from

animals to humans.
• Responsible for Nipah Virus encephalitis: RNA virus belonging to the

Paramyxoviridae family, Henipavirus genus, and is closely related to
the Hendra virus.

• Initial occurrence of the outbreak: Malaysia (1998) and Singapore
(1999).

• The estimated case fatality rate for the Nipah Virus ranges from 40%
to 75%, which can vary depending on the outbreak's local
epidemiological surveillance and clinical management capabilities.

• Spread: The virus can be transmitted to humans either through contact
with infected animals, consumption of contaminated food, or through
direct person-to-person transmission.

• Carrier: Fruit bats are recognized as the natural reservoir of the virus.
• Symptoms: Acute encephalitis and respiratory illnesses
• Prevention: Currently, there are no vaccines for both humans and

animals.
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FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Economy)

Context: Recently, the strategic partnership between India and Saudi
Arabia further strengthened as they signed eight agreements,
underscoring their commitment to enhancing cooperation in energy,
trade, defense, and security.
• The two leaders also endorsed plans to resume and expedite

negotiations for an India-GCC FTA. The Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) is India’s largest trading partner bloc with annual bilateral trade
valued at over $150 billion.

Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
• It represents an agreement between two or more nations aimed at

lowering obstacles to the exchange of goods and services among
them.

• Under such agreements, products and services can move across
international borders with minimal or no government-imposed
tariffs, quotas, subsidies, or prohibitions to impede their flow.

• The idea of free trade stands in contrast to trade protectionism or
economic isolationism, emphasizing openness and the removal of
barriers to international trade.

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
• About: GCC is a political and economic alliance of six countries in the

Arabian Peninsula.
• Countries: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the

United Arab Emirates.
• Establishment: In 1981,
• Objective: To promote economic, security, cultural and social

cooperation between the six states and hold a summit every year to
discuss cooperation and regional affairs.

• GCC countries contribute: Almost 35 percent of India’s oil imports
and 70 percent of gas imports.
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