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INDIA'S INITIATIVE TO FIGHT TB 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Health & Social issues)

India's Initiative to Fight TB 

- National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme: To align with the ambitious goal, the programme has been renamed from the Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP) to 

National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP).

- Eliminating TB by 2025: India is committed to eliminating tuberculosis from the country by 2025, five years ahead of the global target by the World Health Organisation (WHO) i.e. 2030.

- The Nikshay Ecosystem: It is the National TB information system which is a one-stop solution to manage information of patients and monitor program activity and performance throughout 

the country. 

- Nikshay Poshan Yojana (NPY): This scheme is aimed at providing financial support to TB patients for their nutrition. 

- TB Harega Desh Jeetega Campaign: Launched In September 2019 it is showcasing the highest level of commitment for the elimination of TB. 

- The Saksham Project: It is a project of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) that has been providing psycho-social counselling to DR-TB patients. 

- JEET (Joint Effort for Elimination of TB): The Government of India has partnered with the Global Fund to launch JEET (Joint Effort for Elimination of TB), a private sector engagement 

program operating across the country. 
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX REPORT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issues)

Context: India’s rank on the Human Development Index has slipped from 130 in 2020 to 132 
in 2021, in line with a global fall in HDI scores in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic.

About Human Development Index

- The Human Development Index (HDI) is a statistical tool used to measure a country's 

overall achievement in its social and economic dimensions. 

- The social and economic dimensions of a country are based on the health of people, 

their level of education attainment and their standard of living.

- Pakistani economist Mahbub ul Haq created HDI in 1990 which was further used to 

measure the country's development by the United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP). 
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SEMICONDUCTOR INDUSTRY IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: The ban on American chipmakers building advanced technology 
facilities in China if they have received federal funding under the CHIPS Act 
could benefit countries such as India over the years.

Semiconductor 
- A semiconductor is a crystalline material made up of silicon, tin, selenium, 

germanium, gallium, and other elements. 
- Semiconductors basically provide electrical conductivity among an insulator 

and a conductor. 
- Semiconductors are utilized in a wide range of electronic devices, including 

smartphones and cloud servers, as well as modern autos, industrial 
automation, vital infrastructure, and defense systems. 

- Its manufacture necessitates a large number of components and 
technologies.

Status of Semiconductor industry in India
- The semiconductor industry in India relies completely on imports. 

Countries exporting semiconductors (to many countries, including India) 
include China, Taiwan, the USA, Japan, and a few European nations. 
However, India enjoys an advantage viz-a-viz designing chips. 

- As a result, India uses 20,000 engineering hands to make 2,000 chips each 
year. However, the industry is still dominated by the USA, China, and 
Taiwan. 

- India’s consumption of semiconductors is expected to cross $80 billion by 
2026 and is expected to reach $110 billion by 2030.

- The Indian government recently announced an outlay of Rs 76,000 crore 
(around $10 billion), under its PLI scheme, separately for the development 
of a  semiconductor and display manufacturing electronics ecosystem.
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HOT SPRING AND GOGRA POST

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security)

Context: Indian and Chinese troops have begun disengaging from the Gogra-Hotsprings 
border area in the western Himalayas.

About Hot spring and Gogra post
- Along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) between India in China, Indian Army has been given 

certain locations that its troops have to access to patrol the area under its control. 
- These points are known as patrolling points, or PPs, and are decided by the China Study 

Group (CSG).
- CSG was set-up in 1976, when Indira Gandhi was the prime minister, and is the apex 

decision-making body on China.
- Barring certain areas, like Depsang Plains, these patrolling points are on the LAC, and troops 

access these points to assert their control over the territory. 
- It is an important exercise since the boundary between India and China is not yet officially 

demarcated.
- PP15 and PP17A are two of the 65 patrolling points in Ladakh along the LAC. (Some of these 

65 also have an additional Alpha PPs, which are further ahead from the original PPs. So PP17A 
is different from, but close to, PP17.)

- PP15 is located in an area known as the Hot Springs, while PP17A is near an area called the 
Gogra post.

- Both of these are close to the Chang Chenmo river in the Galwan sub-sector of the LAC in 
eastern Ladakh. 

- While Hot Springs is just north of the Chang Chenmo river, Gogra Post is east of the point 
where the river takes a hairpin bend coming southeast from Galwan Valley and turning 
southwest.

- The area is north of the Karakoram Range of mountains, which lies north of the Pangong Tso 
lake, and south east of Galwan Valley.
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SHRIMP CULTURE/FARMING

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Agriculture & Economy)

Shrimp Culture/farming

- Shrimp Culture/farming is an aquaculture business that exists in either a marine or freshwater environment, producing shrimp or prawns 

(crustaceans of the groups Caridea or Dendrobranchiata) for human consumption.

- Generally, in shrimp / fish farming system, ammonia, a nitrogenous waste, is produced from its excretory material and the uneaten feed. 

- In normal farming system, ammonia is converted to nitrite by nitrosomonas bacteria and nitrite (toxic to animal) is converted to nitrate (non toxic 

to animal) by nitrobacter bacteria. 

- Suitable Soil Type for Shrimp Culture: 

○ Usually, clay or loam-based soil containing more than 90% clay and pH between 6.S-8.5 is preferable. 

○ Sites with sandy or silty soil should be avoided due to their porous nature that may lead to erosion, seepage of water and easy infiltration 

of waste into the soil.

○ Mangrove or acid sulfate soils are not suitable for shrimp pond culture due to their high organic matter contents and acidic nature that 

require a high water exchange rate and low stocking density.

New scheme to certify shrimp farms

- The Marine Products Exports Development Authority (MPEDA) has developed a certification scheme for aquaculture products called ‘Shaphari’, a 

Sanksrit word that means superior quality of fishery products suitable for human consumption.

- This certification was proposed as a market-based tool for hatcheries to adopt good aquaculture practices and help produce quality antibiotic-free 

shrimp products to assure global consumers.

- The Shaphari scheme is based on the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization’s technical guidelines on aquaculture certification and will 

have two components - certifying hatcheries for the quality of their seeds and, separately, approving shrimp farms that adopt the requisite good 

practices.

India’s status

- Frozen shrimp is India’s largest exported seafood item. It constituted 50.58% in quantity and 73.2% in terms of total U.S. dollar earnings from the 

sector during 2019-20. 

- Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Odisha, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu are India’s major shrimp producing States, and around 95% of the cultured shrimp 

produce is exported.
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EXOTIC LIVE SPECIES

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 -Environment & Ecology)

Exotic live species

- The term exotic does not have a set definition but it usually refers to a wild 

animal or one that is more unusual and rare than normal domesticated pets like 

cats or dogs.

- Exotic live species are animal or plant species moved from their original range 

(location) to a new one. These species are introduced to a new location most 

often by people.

- The Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change has defined “exotic live 

species” as only “the animals named under the Appendices I, II and III of the 

Convention of International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) of Wild Fauna 

and Flora”. (CITES Appendix I, no trade happens, Appendix II trade can happen 

with prior permission and in Appendix III there are a large number of animals and 

birds which can be traded.)

Provisions Related to Illegal Trade of Animals:

- Illegally traded exotic animals are confiscated under Section 111 of the Customs 

Act, 1962 which is read with the provision of the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and the Foreign 

Trade Policy (Import-Export Policy) of India.

- Sections 48 and 49 of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 prohibit trade or 

commerce in wild animals, animal articles or trophies.

Context: The Assam Police seized 39 exotic animals from two Delhi-registered SUVs that 
travelled from the Mizoram-Myanmar border and were bound for Siliguri in northern West 
Bengal.



EWS QUOTA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Justice)

Context: The Supreme Court decided to examine the validity of the 103rd constitutional 
amendment for carving out 10% reservation for Economically Weaker Sections in admissions and 
jobs on the main ground of whether it is in conformity with the basic structure of the 
Constitution.

3 key questions for examining EWS quota: The court will examine:

- Whether the amendment breaches the Basic Structure by permitting the state to make special 

provisions, including reservation, based on economic criteria.

- Whether it violates the Basic Structure by allowing the state to make special provisions in relation 

to admissions to private unaided institutions., 

- Whether the Basic Structure is trampled upon by the constitutional amendment by excluding 

SEBC/OBC/SC/ST communities from the scope of the EWS quota.

Economically Weaker Section

- Economically Weaker Section (EWS) in India is a subcategory of people having an annual family 

income less than ₹8 lakh and who do not belong to any category such as SC/ST/OBC across India, 

nor to MBC in Tamil Nadu.

- A candidate who does not fall under SC/ST/OBC and fulfils the EWS economic criteria are to be 

part of the EWS category.

- The 10%  reservation was implemented in January 2019 as part of the 103rd Constitution 

Amendment. 

- It added Clause (6) to Article 15 to give the government the authority to make special provisions 

for the EWS among citizens who are not already eligible for reservation. 

- It allows up to ten percent reservation in public and private educational institutions, whether aided 

or unaided, with the exception of minority-run institutions. 

- It also added Clause (6) to Article 16 to make employment reservations easier. 

- The new clauses state unequivocally that the EWS reservation will be added to the existing 

reservation. 
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RED-EARED SLIDER TURTLES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

Context: The presence of invasive and non-native south red-eared slider turtles would lead to the extinction of 
native species of their own kind.
Key points

- India is home to 29 freshwater turtles and tortoise species of the 356 turtle species recognised worldwide 
and around 80 per cent of them are threatened.

- The red-eared slider are native to southeastern USA and Mexico, but have found their way across the globe 
including India through trade of exotic animals.

- In India, keeping indigenous turtles as pets is prohibited under the wildlife protection act. But the foreign 
breeds are not restricted and are kept as pets in many families across India.

- It is also not mentioned in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora.

- As their size increases, they no longer fit in small tanks or ponds. The owners release them in the wild or 
nearby water bodies and once released, they become a threat to the local fauna.

- The species has a wide set of diet and eats almost all vegetation, unlike native species.
- The red-eared slider is also aggressive, it drives away the native species. Its paws are also lethal.
- It is widely found in urban wetlands, such as - Sukhna lake in Chandigarh, temple ponds of Guwahati, lakes 

of Bengaluru, Sanjay Gandhi national park in Mumbai, Yamuna river in Delhi - among other water bodies.
- The species is considered as one of the world’s 100 worst invasive non-native species.
- The Union Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change has only an advisory in place to streamline 

the import and possession of exotic live animals in India.
- The government advisory demands registration and declaration of progenies of the imported exotic live 

species.
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Types of Indian Turtles

- There are five species in Indian waters i.e. Olive Ridley, Green 

turtle, Loggerhead, Hawksbill, Leatherback.

- The Olive Ridley, Leatherback and Loggerhead are listed as 

'Vulnerable' on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

- The Hawksbill turtle is listed as 'Critically Endangered' and 

Green Turtle is listed as 'Endangered' on the IUCN Red List of 

Threatened Species.

- They are protected in Indian Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, 

under Schedule I.

- Turtles have been protected in India under the Biodiversity 

Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation programme.



Sept 9PIB MINERAL CONCESSION RULES, 1960 (MCR)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: The Ministry of Coal has amended Mineral Concession Rules, 1960 (MCR) with a view to decriminalize its provisions.
Mineral Concession Rules (MCR), 1960

- The Mineral Concession Rules (MCR), 1960 have been framed under section 13 of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 for 
regulating the grant of reconnaissance permits, prospecting licences and mining leases in respect of minerals and for purposes connected therewith. 

- Status of Mineral Concessions:
○ There are three kinds of mineral concessions, viz Reconnaissance Permit (RP), Prospecting License(PL) and Mining Lease(ML).

■ RP is granted for preliminary prospecting of a mineral through regional, aerial, geophysical or geochemical surveys and geological mapping.
■ PL is granted for undertaking operations for the purpose of exploring, locating or proving mineral deposit.
■ ML is granted for undertaking operations for winning any mineral.

Constitutional Provision Related to Mining:
- The entry at serial No. 23 of List II (State List) to the Constitution of India mandates the state government to own the minerals located within their 

boundaries.
- The entry at serial No. 54 of List I (Central List) mandates the central government to own the minerals within the Exclusive Economic Zone of India (EEZ).
- The central government has the ownership over all offshore minerals (ie, minerals extracted from the sea or ocean floor in the Indian maritime zones such 

as the territorial waters, continental shelf and exclusive economic zones).



Sept 9PIB INDO-PACIFIC ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International organisations)

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
- Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) is an economic initiative launched by United States President in May 2022.
- The framework launched with a total of fourteen participating founding member nations, with the late entry of Fiji, the first South Pacific Island to join, with 

an open invitation for other countries to join at any time.
- The initiative is intended to be a precursor for later negotiations, as it does not include a uniform lowering of tariffs.
- The four themes of the proposed IPEF are:[6]

○ Fair and resilient trade
○ Supply chain resilience
○ Infrastructure, clean energy, and decarbonization
○ Tax and anti-corruption

- The IPEF, which comprises a “baker’s dozen” of Australia, Brunei, India, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, the United States and Vietnam, represents 40% of the world’s GDP. 

- The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework would "outweigh" in both population and gross domestic product the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership.
- The only RCEP members not also included in the IPEF are China, Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos; while non-RCEP members are the United States, India, and 

Fiji.
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