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DWARFING DISEASE IN PLANTS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Sci & Tech)

Context: Over the past fortnight or more, many 
farmers have reported a mystery “dwarfing” disease of 
paddy that agricultural scientists are still to identify.

- Scientists don’t have an answer to the 
mystery disease yet.

Dwarfism 

- A considerable defect in growth (height).

- Factors Determining Growth

○ Genetic (hereditary)

○ Nutritional

○ Hormonal
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ASSAM-MEGHALAYA BORDER DISPUTE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security)

Context: The Assam and Meghalaya governments have signed an agreement to settle six of the 12 contested spots on the 884-km border they 
share. 

Assam-Meghalaya Border dispute

- Meghalaya was carved out of Assam under the Assam 

Reorganisation Act, 1971, a law that it challenged, 

leading to disputes.

- Assam and Meghalaya share an 885-km-long border. 

- As of now, there are 12 points of dispute along their 

borders.

- Langpih: A major point of contention between Assam 

and Meghalaya is the district of Langpih in West Garo 

Hills bordering the Kamrup district of Assam. 

- Langpih was part of the Kamrup district during the 

British colonial period but post-Independence, it 

became part of the Garo Hills and Meghalaya.

- Assam considers it to be part of the Mikir Hills in 

Assam. 

- Meghalaya has questioned Blocks I and II of the 

Mikir Hills -now Karbi Anglong region - being part of 

Assam. 

- Meghalaya says these were parts of erstwhile United 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills districts.
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INDIA-UK FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: India and the UK recently concluded the fifth round of talks for a free trade agreement (FTA).
About FTA: 

- An agreement between two or more countries to minimize barriers to imports and exports of 
products and services among them.

- It includes reducing tariffs, quotas, subsidies or prohibitions which could limit exchange of 
goods and services across borders. 

- The FTA might allow free trade among the two nations with a few exceptions. 
- This involves a formal and mutual agreement signed between two or more countries. 
- The agreement could be comprehensive and include goods, services, investment, intellectual 

property, competition, government procurement and other areas.
Countries with which India has FTAs

- As of April 2022, India had 13 FTAs, including the South Asian Free Trade Area, and with Nepal, 
Bhutan, Thailand, Singapore, Japan and Malaysia. 

- The 13 also include the agreements with Mauritius, UAE and Australia signed during the last 
five years. 

- Additionally, India has also signed six limited Preferential Trade Agreements.

Status of the India-UK FTA

- India and the United Kingdom have a multi-dimensional strategic partnership, and are actively engaged in bilateral trade. 

- The two countries agreed to begin formal negotiations for an FTA in January 2022, aiming to advance trade and investment relations between them. 

- The fifth round of FTA talks concluded recently, and the expectation is that negotiations would be completed and the stage set for the FTA by October. 

- Bilateral trade stands at $50 billion (ie approx. $35 billion in services and $15 billion merchandise). 

- India is UK’s 12th largest trading partner and accounts for 1.9% of UK’s total trade in four quarters to the end of 2022. 

- UK is the seventh largest export destination for India. 

- The trade balance maintained by India with UK has largely been a surplus. 

- Top three services exported from India to UK are technical, trade-related and other business services, professional and management consulting services and travel.

- Significance: Apart from reducing tariffs, the FTA also looks at lowering non-tariff barriers, particularly technical barriers to trade around rules of origin, investor protection and IPR. 
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CLEAN HYDROGEN

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

Context: India can become a net exporter of clean hydrogen and provide global leadership in the space.

About hydrogen

- Hydrogen is a clean alternative to methane, also known 

as natural gas. 

- It's the most abundant chemical element, estimated to 

contribute 75% of the mass of the universe.

- Hydrogen can be produced from a variety of resources, 

such as natural gas, nuclear power, biogas and 

renewable power like solar and wind. 

- Environment Friendly: the only byproducts are water 

and heat.

- Hydrogen is a non-toxic substance

- Ideal Spaceship Fuel: Hydrogen energy efficiency and 

power make it an ideal fuel source for spaceships.

- Disadvantages 

○ Hydrogen lacks smell which makes any leak 

detection almost impossible.

○ Highly flammable and volatile substance, its 

potential dangers make its transportation and 

storage very challenging.

- The challenge is harnessing hydrogen as a gas on a 

large scale to fuel our homes and businesses.
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LINKING VOTER'S ID WITH AADHAR
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: Despite clarifications from various government authorities that the linking of 
Aadhaar with the voter identity card is “voluntary”, there have been instances of people 
being warned by booth-level officers that their voter ID would be cancelled if it is not 
linked to their Aadhaar number.

 Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021

- The Bill amends the Representation of the People Act, 1950 and the Representation of the 

People Act, 1951 to implement certain electoral reforms.

- Key features of the bill

- Linking electoral roll data with Aadhaar:

- Qualifying date for enrolment in electoral roll

- Requisitioning of premises for election purposes

- Gender-neutral provisions: replaces the term ‘wife’ with ‘spouse’ in both the RPA 

Acts (1950 & 1951).   
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CONFLICT IN SOMALIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)

Context: Somali authorities ended a deadly attack, in which 21 people were killed and dozens more 
wounded, when gunmen stormed a hotel in the capital.

Map Study



WOMEN-CENTRIC NREGS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Government policies & interventions)

Context: A parliamentary committee has asserted that the government must take measures for better promotion of 
“women-centric works” through creation or linking of existing livelihood projects under the ambit of the scheme.

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (Mahatma Gandhi NREGS)

- It is a demand driven wage employment programme which provide for the enhancement of livelihood security of the 

households in rural areas of the country 

It provides at least one hundred days of guaranteed wage employment in every financial year to every household 

whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual work.

- As per the Para 15 of Schedule-II of the MGNREG Act, “Priority shall be given to women in such a way that at least 

one-third of the beneficiaries shall be women who have registered and requested for work. Efforts to increase 

participation of single women and the disabled shall be made”.

- It is a gender positive programme which promotes participation of women by providing wage parity with men, 

provision of separate schedule of rates of wages for women, facilities for crèche, work-side sheds for children and child 

care services. 

- In convergence with Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), women mates 

have also been introduced, which again facilitate the participation of women. 

- The Scheme also endeavors to provide works near the residence of the beneficiaries. These measures enhance 

participation of women.

- Participation of women:
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Financial Year 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

Women participation rate (%) 54.59 54.78 53.19 54.54

computed women person-days (in crore) 125.12 145.36 206.96 187.38



HYSTERECTOMY 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context: Data from latest fifth round (NFHS-5) for 2019-21 shows that 3.3 per cent of women in the 
age group of 15-49 have undergone hysterectomy. 

- This is a marginal increase from NFHS-4, which recorded a rate of 3.2 per cent. 
- NFHS-5 records that the median age for hysterectomy is 34.6 years, while the median age 

was 34 years during NFHS-4.
- In 2019-21, the highest prevalence of hysterectomies was observed in Andhra Pradesh (8.7 

per cent), Telangana (8.2 percent), and Bihar (6 percent), while the lowest was in Meghalaya 
(0.7 per cent), Sikkim (0.8 per cent) and Chandigarh (0.9 per cent).
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Hysterectomy 

- A hysterectomy is an operation to remove the uterus. This surgery may be done for 

different reasons, including:

○ Uterine fibroids that cause pain, bleeding, or other problems

○ Uterine prolapse, which is a sliding of the uterus from its normal position into the 

vaginal canal

○ Cancer of the uterus, cervix, or ovaries

○ Endometriosis

○ Abnormal vaginal bleeding

○ Chronic pelvic pain

○ Adenomyosis, or a thickening of the uterus

- Types of Hysterectomy

○ A supracervical or subtotal hysterectomy removes only the upper part of the 

uterus, keeping the cervix in place.

○ A total hysterectomy removes the whole uterus and cervix.

○ A radical hysterectomy removes the whole uterus, tissue on the sides of the 

uterus, the cervix, and the top part of the vagina. Radical hysterectomy is 

generally only done when cancer is present.



August 22PIB LOCALIZATION OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

About National Workshop on LSDGs
- The main objective of the National Workshop will be 

exhibiting the exemplary strategies, approaches, convergent 
actions and innovative models in context to capacity 
building & training; best practices; monitoring framework, 
incentivization and reflection of themes of SDGs into Gram 
Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP).

- The National workshop will provide a platform for the peer 
learning of Panchayats on various models to institutionalize 
the process of LSDGs through the lens thematic approach at 
grassroots level.  Further, it will provide an opportunity of 
exchange of information/ ideas through international 
organization and exchange programmes in local 
governance.

About National Workshop on LSDGs
- Ministry of Panchayati Raj is anchoring the process of Localization of Sustainable Development Goals 

(LSDGs) in Panchayats / Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). 
- To this end, it has been sincere endeavour of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj to bring together different 

stakeholders at one forum in a ‘Whole of Government’ and ‘Whole of Society’ approach.
- Ministry of Panchayati Raj has adopted a thematic approach for Localization of Sustainable 

Development Goals (LSDGs) at the grassroots level through empowering Panchayats and other 
relevant stakeholders in Rural Areas. 



August 22PIB OCEAN SAILING EXPEDITION 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal security)

Ocean sailing expedition
- Ocean sailing is an extremely tough adventure sport. 
- These Ocean Sailing expeditions help in inculcating spirit of adventure, 

enhancing risk taking abilities whilst honing essential seamanship skills 
including navigation, communication, technical operation of engines and 
onboard machinery, operation of Inmarsat equipment, logistics planning etc. 

- It also enhances Indian Navy's ability to project its benign presence across the 
globe by participating in sailing expeditions like Sagar Parikrama and Cape 
Town to Rio de Janeiro races, IONS and Bay of Bengal sailing expeditions. 

- Tarini is also known for undertaking circumnavigation of the globe 'Navika 
Sagar Parikrama' in 2017 with all women officers crew.  

- In the present expedition, the selected crew is a gender neutral consisting of 
three men and three women officers each. 

- The Indian Navy has six ocean going Indian Naval Sailing Vessels  (INSVs) - 
Mhadei, Tarini, Bulbul, Hariyal, Kadalpura and Neelkanth in her inventory. 
These yachts regularly undertake expeditionary sailing with a small crew of 
naval personnel. 
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