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WTO DFQF SCHEME
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)
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BUSINESS 

STANDARD
Context: About 85 percent of about 11,000 products offered at 
zero tariff by India to least developed countries (LDCs) under 
the duty free quota free (DFQF) scheme of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) remains unutilised, according to a report 
by the LDC Group at the multilateral trade body.

Key Points
● The decision to provide duty free quota free (DFQF) 

access for LDCs was first taken at the WTO Hong Kong 
Ministerial Meeting in 2005.

● The decision requires all developed and developing 
country members declaring themselves in a position to 
do so, to provide preferential market access for all 
products originating from all LDCs.

● India became the first developing country to extend 
this facility to LDCs in 2008, providing market access on 
85 per cent of India´s total tariff lines to better integrate 
LDCs into the global trading system and improve their 
trading opportunities.

● The scheme was expanded in 2014 providing 
preferential market access on about 98.2 per cent of 
India´s tariff lines to LDCs.

● India offers 11,506 preferential tariff lines to LDCs of 
which 10, 991 are duty free. 

● Of the duty free tariff lines, 1,129 are agricultural goods 
and the remaining 9,862 are non agricultural goods.



FLOATING SOLAR PROJECT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure)
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Context: The government plans to introduce a viability gap 
funding (VGF) scheme to support capital-intensive floating solar 
projects.
● The scheme would be designed to meet the gap of 25-30% 

in the overall cost that developers find difficult to spend 
on such projects. 

Floating Solar PV Project in India
● The largest floating solar power, Ramagundam Floating 

Solar PV Project at Ramagundam, Telangana,  installation 
in India is now fully operating. 

● It has a total capacity of 100 MW. 
● NTPC certified the project's last 20 MW of capacity to be 

commercially operational.
● The overall commercial operating capacity of solar panels 

output in the southern region increased to 217 MW with 
the completion of the Ramagundam 100-MW Solar PV 
Project.

Floating Solar Panels
● The term "floating solar" or "floating photovoltaics" (FPV), 

also known as "floatovoltaics," refers to solar panels that 
are installed on a platform that floats on a waterbody, 
typically a lake or a reservoir or, under the appropriate 
circumstances, the sea.

● The majority of the time, these structures are anchored on 
calmer water bodies, including ponds, lakes, or reservoirs. 

● These systems don't require land leveling or vegetation 
removal, are comparatively quick to build, and operate 
quietly.



SATELLITE BANDWIDTH
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure)
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Context: In a consultation about satellite spectrum pricing, OTT streaming players 
pitched for greater use of satellite bandwidth to reach viewers.
● They urged the government to encourage satellite broadband systems, which 

usually rely on a constellation of internet-connected satellites in the sky to 
deliver internet access to remote areas. 

● India currently only uses satellite broadband as ‘backhaul’ in places like the 
Union Territory of Lakshadweep, which is not yet connected terrestrially or with 
an undersea cable to the Indian mainland’s networks.

Satellite bandwidth
● It is a measure of the capacity of a satellite communications system to transmit 

data. 
● It is typically measured in bits per second (bps) and is determined by the 

number of transponders on the satellite, the frequency of the transponders, and 
the amount of power used to transmit the signal.

● It is a critical factor in determining the performance of a satellite 
communications system. 

● It determines the amount of data that can be transmitted at any given time, as 
well as the speed at which it can be transmitted. 

● Higher bandwidths allow for faster transmission of data, which is important for 
applications such as streaming video and voice communications.

● It also affects the cost of satellite communications. 
● Higher bandwidths require more transponders and more power, which increases 

the cost of the system. 
● Additionally, higher bandwidths require more spectrum, which can be expensive 

to acquire.
● It is an important factor to consider when designing a satellite communications 

system. 
● It is important to ensure that the system has enough bandwidth to meet the 

needs of the application, while also keeping costs in check. 



ANTI - TOBACCO WARNING RULES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Health)
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EXPRESS
Context: Streaming giants Netflix, Amazon and Disney privately 
discussed a possible legal challenge and other ways to stall 
India's new tobacco warning rules, amid fears they will need to 
edit millions of hours of existing web content.
● The Union Health Ministry made it mandatory for OTT 

platforms to display tobacco-related health warnings at 
the beginning and in the middle of streamed content.

● Health spots and tobacco-related warnings are already 
mandatory for TV and films.

India's new tobacco warning rules
● For content that displays tobacco products or their use, 

OTT platforms will be required to attach anti-tobacco 
health spots, lasting a minimum of thirty seconds each at 
the beginning and middle of the programme, and a static 
message when the product or its use is shown, as per the 
news guidelines.

● Additionally, an audio-visual disclaimer on the ill-effects 
of tobacco use, lasting a minimum of twenty seconds 
each, must be shown at the beginning and middle of the 
programme.

● The online content is further prohibited from including 
the brands of cigarettes or other tobacco products. 

● The display of tobacco products or their use in 
promotional materials is also strictly prohibited.

● If a programme or platform fails to comply with the new 
guidelines, an inter-ministerial committee with 
representatives from the Health Ministry, the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting, and the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology, will be 
authorised to take action against violators.



RAIL ACCIDENT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Disaster Management)
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Context: At least 50 passengers were killed and more than 550 injured in a triple 
train pileup triggered by the Bengaluru-Howrah Superfast Express derailing at 
Bahanaga Bazar in Odisha Balasore district.

Legal Provisions in Railway Accident
● In 2018, the Supreme Court of India rules in the case of Union of India vs Rina 

Devi that death or injury while boarding or deboarding a train constitutes 
an”untoward incident.“
○ Untoward incident means something happens that is unexpected and 

causes difficulties.
● Section 124A of the Railways Act of 1989 defines an”unwanted incident. ” 

○ So, according to Section 124A of The Railways Act, if an untoward 
incident occurs while the railways are in operation, the railway 
administration must compensate the victim or the victim’s 
dependent, regardless of whether or not the railway administration 
was negligent or made a mistake.

● The Railways Act of 1989 provides compensation to the following individuals:
○ People involved in any type of railway accident, including rail 

derailment, low-level crossing (only those boarding the train), and 
rail-car collision.

○ Any person involved in a subsequent railway accident that causes 
injury or death to that person.

○ Anyone who has been exposed to hazardous chemicals or involved in 
sabotage, terrorism, explosion, or fire.

● Certain people are not entitled to compensation under Section 124A of The 
Railways Act, and they are as follows:
○ If a person makes a deliberate attempt to kill themselves, this gets 

referred to as suicidal ideation.
○ Any self-inflicted injury.
○ Injuries caused by a person’s illegal act
○ An action done by someone who is intoxicated or insane



DRAFT CYBERSECURITY NORMS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security)
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TIMES
Context: The Reserve Bank of India released draft Master Directions on Cyber Resilience and Digital Payment 
Security Controls for payment system operators (PSOs) that cover governance mechanism for identification, 
assessment, monitoring and management of cybersecurity risks.
● A payment system operator means a legal entity responsible for operating a payment system. The PSO 

provides services by operating on certain models. 
● They largely outsource their payment and settlement-related activities to various other entities. Examples 

of PSOs include Google Pay, Amazon Pay, NPCI, Paytm etc.

Key Points
● The draft directions issued by the regulator covers robust governance mechanisms for identification, 

assessment, monitoring, and management of cyber security risks.
● The directions will also cover baseline security measures for ensuring system resiliency as well as safe and 

secure digital payment transactions.
● The existing instructions on security and risk mitigation measures for payments done using cards, Prepaid 

Payment Instruments (PPIs) and mobile banking continue to be applicable as hitherto.
● According to the draft norms, the PSO will define appropriate key risk indicators (KRIs) to identify potential 

risk events and key performance indicators (KPIs) to assess the effectiveness of security controls.
● The board of the PSOs has been made responsible for ensuring adequate oversight over information 

security risk, though the primary oversight can be delegated to a sub-committee of the board, which should 
meet once in a quarter.

● The PSO should undertake a cyber-risk assessment exercise relating to launch of new product, services, 
technologies or undertaking major changes to infrastructure or processes of existing product, services.

● Action points emanating from such assessment will be implemented under the oversight of the CISO or 
equivalent executive.

● Existing instructions concerning security and risk mitigation for card payments, prepaid payment 
instruments (PPIs) and mobile banking will remain in effect.

● The PSO has been asked to formulate a board approved Information Security (IS) policy to manage potential 
information security risks covering all applications and products concerning payment systems as well as 
management of risks that have materialised. The policy should be reviewed annually.

● The draft norms mandated that the PSO should develop a business continuity plan (BCP) based on different 
cyber threat scenarios, including extreme but plausible events to which it may be exposed. 

● The BCP should be reviewed at least once a year and include a comprehensive cyber incident response, 
resumption and recovery plan, to manage cyber security events or incidents.



June 3PIB GAGAN SATELLITE TECHNOLOGY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context: The Prime Minister has lauded Asia’s first demonstration for Performance-Based Navigation for helicopters for a flight from 
Juhu to Pune using GAGAN satellite technology.

Performance-based navigation (PBN)
● The PBN concept specifies that aircraft Area navigation(R-NAV) system performance requirements be defined in terms of 

accuracy, integrity, availability, continuity and functionality required for the proposed operations in the context of a particular 
airspace concept, when supported by the appropriate navigation infrastructure. 

● In that context, the PBN concept represents a shift from sensor-based to performance-based navigation. 
● R-NAV based on performance requirements for aircraft operating along an ATS route, on an instrument approach procedure or in 

a designated airspace. 

GAGAN (GPS Aided GEO Augmented Navigation)
● It is a Space Based Augmentation System (SBAS) jointly developed by ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation) and Airports 

Authority of India (AAI).
● The GAGAN is designed to provide the additional accuracy, availability, and integrity necessary to enable users to rely on GPS for 

all phases of flight, from en route through approach for all qualified airports within the GAGAN service volume. 
● GAGAN will also provide the capability for increased accuracy in position reporting, allowing for more uniform and high-quality 

Air Traffic Management (ATM). 
● In addition, GAGAN will provide benefits beyond aviation to all modes of transportation, including maritime, highways, and 

railroads.
● GAGAN was certified by DGCA (Directorate General of Civil Aviation) for Approach with Vertical Guidance (APV 1) and en-route 

(RNP 0.1) operations.
● There are only four Space-Based augmentation systems available in the world namely India (GAGAN), US (WAAS) Europe 

(EGNOS) and Japan (MSAS).



FRAMEWORK ON SPACE RESOURCE 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)
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Context: The United Nations (UN) has recommended a new treaty for ensuring 
peace and security as well as preventing an arms race in outer space. 
● Minerals on the Moon, asteroids and planets can be attractive for countries. 

Moon, for example, has rich deposits of helium-3, which is rare on Earth.
● Similarly, asteroids contain abundant deposits of valuable metals, including 

platinum, nickel and cobalt. 
● Some governments are in favour of the exploitation of space resources, 

including by the private sector.

Key Points
● Currently, there is no agreed international framework on space resource 

exploration, exploitation and utilisation, or a mechanism to support how it is 
implemented.

● Currently, space traffic is coordinated by national and regional entities. 
○ Each has its own standards, best practices, definitions, languages 

and modes of interoperability. A lack of coordination among the 
entities could impact countries with less space capacity. 

Existing treaties
● In 1959, the United Nations established the Committee on the Peaceful 

Uses of Outer Space to review and enable international cooperation in the 
peaceful uses of outer space.

● In 1963, countries agreed to prohibit testing nuclear weapons in outer 
space; in 1977, the prohibition of altering the space environment as a 
weapon was agreed upon.

● More recently, member states have set up a series of guidelines, 
frameworks and recommendations on issues such as mitigation of space 
debris, nuclear power source safety, the long-term sustainability of outer 
space activities and transparency and confidence-building measures in outer 
space activities.



WESTERN DISTURBANCES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)
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Context: India has witnessed an unusually high number of western disturbances (WDs) in 
the last three months.

Key Points
● The trend of decreasing activity of WDs during winter months and their increasing 

activity in the summer months is a possible result of human-induced climate 
change. 
○ It could indicate changing characteristics of the typical weather 

conditions during these seasons. 
● The negative impact of increasing WDs during summer could be their possible 

interaction with monsoon weather systems, such as low-pressure areas and 
depressions in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. 
○ These systems cause rainfall in southern and central India during the 

monsoon. 
● The WDs could also possibly interact with the monsoon trough - a low-pressure 

region that extends from northwest India to northeast India during the monsoon 
months.

● The continuous activity of WDs over India in the spring and summer months has 
meant ample rainfall in many regions.

Western Disturbances (WDs)
● WDs are areas of low-pressure that bring sudden showers, snow, and fog in 

northwest India. 
● It originate in the Mediterranean or Caspian Sea and travel eastward towards 

India. 
● It bring moisture from the Mediterranean Sea and/or the Atlantic Ocean and can 

bring winter and pre-monsoon rainfall. 
● They are important for the development of the Rabi crop in the Northern 

subcontinent.
● The arrival of WDs is typically associated with a drop in temperature, particularly 

in northern and western parts of the country.
● Untimely rains and winds in India can have a negative impact on wheat crops, 

especially if they occur during the ripening and harvesting stage. 



June 3PIB MEN'S HOCKEY JUNIOR ASIA CUP
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Sports)

Context: The Prime Minister has congratulated the Indian 
Junior Men's Hockey Team for their victory at the Men's Junior 
Asia Cup.

Men's Hockey Junior Asia Cup
● The Indian Junior Men's Hockey Team defeated Pakistan 

in Final match of the Men's Junior Asia Cup 2023 in 
Salalah, Oman. 

● With this victory, India has created a new record of 
winning the maximum titles at the Men's Junior Asia 
Cup. 

● The team had previously won the title in 2004, 2008 
and 2015 while Pakistan has won the tournament in 
1988, 1992, 1996.

● The 2023 Men's Hockey Junior Asia Cup is the 10th 
edition of the Men's Hockey Junior Asia Cup.

● It is a men's international under-21 field hockey 
tournament organized by the Asian Hockey Federation. 

● The tournament has been held since 1988 and serves as 
a qualification tournament for the Men's FIH Hockey 
Junior World Cup.






