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BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE

Chinarefuses
to expand CPEC
terms with Pak

Islamabad gives up opposition to
power plant at Gwadar in Balochistan
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the tveo all weeather allies.

Ca sirapped Palsstan also

L5 OO SaTeGn ID Sefringg
wp a mew imported coal-fired
poweer plant in Cawadar in
Ealochi=sran prowinoe and agreec]
to.a nurmiber of Chinese den 3
o addre=ss Beidjing's oonoe
Fxpress Triiblrhe e s B—

the signed manutes
of the 11th jJeint Cooperation
Comumittes (OO0 of the CPEC

I'hee JOU i5.a strabegic desasion -
making body of the CPEC andics
11 th meeting was hedd verboalhy
on Oanodyer X7 last yearon the in-
sistence of the Pakistan hMuslam
Leamue- Mawaz | PRL-N-led mome-
emument thatwanted po shvimacase
SOITHE PHFETESS.

Hossrever, thie mamutes of the
I=E LA WieTe S ZThe o alrmost a
wear lacer on July 31 durimng the
visst of Chinese vice premier He
Lifenez, higghilighei ng chee diffe remoe
of opinkers onorh ssdes thar led
o =auch & hage delay inreachinga
CONSENS LS, Thee repaort saed

Whenooniacmed, the RAIrisTTy
ol Flamnning stated that it was a

India’s
oppositiomn
B toproject

EXFLAINED

I'HE USD 60 billion COPEC
winich connects Gvwadlar
Form m Fakistan’s
BEalochistan with China’s
Eimjiamg provinoe, iIs the
flagship project of China's
sl Bson-dodlar Eedr amd
Koad Lnitiative [BRI]. The
CEC s a opllection of enfira-
sinnusre.and siier poojects
wnsder OO COUCTRON
throiesheoet Paksstam simoe
2O Iy has [ obeshe] Ca
China over thee CPEC as wis
e il mheroe o Padosczmn-
occupded Kashrmir [ PoddL

Zhobal practice for the minuies of
meetings betwseen two courires
1o be signed by both sides cnlby af-
rerdiss consultateom and evobringes
CONSEnsUs. Intereszinghy, 1 hez fimal
draft shared with jing bay
PFakistan and the final minuoes
signed by both sides were differ-
SN sy wans, the repsort sakd.

ez diestadls of the finad minauces
af the 11th fOC sheonsved that China
i medt agres to & haoat of Mmeasires
that Fakisran had peropsosed im e
areas of energy, WaleT IManlse—
ImEmL, climare chamge and
Dourism  in Gikger-Balnstan,
Ehavbeer- Padkihroonkdhesa, Pold and
e COSSTad areas. Tl

CPEC
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 —IR)

Context: China has recently declined to further extend its cooperation in the
fields of energy, water management, and climate change within the multi-
billion dollar China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

About: The CPEC is bilateral project between Pakistan and China.

Objective: To enhance connectivity across Pakistan with a network of
highways, railways, and pipelines accompanied by other infrastructure
development projects.

Under the CPEC Plan: China will invest in industrial power stations, roads,
and railways from Kashgar in Xinjiang (China) to Gwadar port (Pakistan) in
the 3000 km long belt.

Financed by: Heavily-subsidised Chinese loans, disbursed to Pakistan
Government by Chinese banking giants such as China Development Bank,
Exim Bank of China and Industrial and Commercial Bank of China.

CPEC is a component of the OBOR (One Belt One Road) initiative of China.

OBOR

OBOR) or Belt and Road (BRI) is the new Silk Road initiative, both by land
and sea, announced by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013.

It’s the most ambitious infrastructure and connectivity project in history,
aiming to connect China with Europe by land and rail, and to Africa and
Asia by sea.




y SCRUB TYPHUS
' (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Sci & Tech (Diseases))

Whyis Himachal seeingaspike inscrub Context: Recently, record-breaking rainfall in Himachal Pradesh,
typhus? Its weather trajectory holds the

attributed to climate change, has led to a surge in scrub typhus cases across

the state.

answer Scrub Typhus

Excessive rains this year due to changing weather ~ * About: Scrub typhus is a potentially life-threatening infection caused by
patterns have led to proliferation of mites that Orientia tsutsugamushi bacteria, posing a significant public health risk in
cause scrub typhus in state South and Southeast Asia.

DANGER OF BEING UNDETECTED o Mites carrying the dlszease are generally found in the bush, jungle and
CAUSED BY - paddy areas, so the disease is also called jungle or bush typhus.

st A Rgly | MUERTIET Transmission: People contract scrub typhus through the bites of infected
] =l i » Moist, grassy . . ;
S:gt:g:";:sh' TR | s iehels, chiggers, which are larval mites.
/ & orests, lawns, lakes .
Mitecalled__ | and streams Common Symptoms: Fever, headache, body aches, and sometimes a
ptotrombidium,
also known as chigger rash.
YMPT Adult chi do not bite. q . M9 g
e et | testhebabiesatthe * Treatment: Scrub typhus requires treatment with the antibiotic
i larval st that h . 3 . .
| ot | doxycycline, suitable for individuals of all ages.

i e > They're red, orange, Vaccine: Currently, there is no available vaccine for preventing scrub
TREATMENT | Doxycyclin, yellow, or straw-coloured, -

fluids, supportive measures no more than 0.3mm in length typh us.

Typhus Fever

* About: Typhus fevers encompass a collection of diseases caused by various bacteria, including epidemic typhus, scrub typhus,
and murine typhus.

* Epidemic Typhus: Epidemic typhus is triggered by Rickettsia prowazeki and transmitted by body lice.

* Scrub Typhus: Scrub typhus, on the other hand, results from Orientia tsutsugamushi bacteria and is spread by chiggers.

* Murine Typhus: Murine typhus is caused by Rickettsia typhi and transmitted by fleas.




E GREEN HYDROGEN BUS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 —Env & Eco)

Union Minister Hardeep S Puri flags-off 1st Green Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus from
Kartavya Path, New Delhi

Context: Union Minister flags-off 1st green
hydrogen fuel cell bus from New Delhi recently.

Green Hydrogen

* About: This gas is generated through the process of electrolysis, which
involves the separation of water into hydrogen and oxygen.

*  Production: Green hydrogen is manufactured by electrolysis, using
renewable energy sources like solar, wind, or hydropower.

* India's Green Hydrogen Production: India has initiated the production of
green hydrogen with the goal of increasing non-fossil energy capacity to
500 gigawatts by 2030.

* Recent Development: India recently established its first pilot plant for
99.99% pure green hydrogen in Duliajan, located in eastern Assam at the
Jorhat pump station of a major petroleum exploration company.

* National Green Hydrogen Mission: To establish India as a worldwide centre
for producing, applying, and exporting Green Hydrogen and its associated
products.

*  Nodal Ministry: Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

TYPES OF HYDROGEN Hydrogen

Green Hydrogen Bus

* About: It is the world’s first BS 6 (Stage Il) Electrified
Flex-Fuel vehicle.

* The electrified flex fuel vehicle prototype includes both
a flex fuel engine and an electric powertrain.

* It offers higher use of ethanol combined with better fuel
efficiencies.

* Unveiled by: IndianOil.

* Fuel: The fuel cell utilizes Hydrogen and air to generate
electricity to power the bus and the only by-product
from the bus is water.

* It is a gaseous substance that is
colourless, odourless, tasteless,
non-toxic, and highly explosive.

It is the lightest, simplest, and

Brown most abundant member of the
Hydrogen

Turquoise

Hydrogen Hydrogen Hydrogen
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India seeks wider global
role in UN reforms push

What was pltched at UNGA

Tath United Nations General Assembly; EAM S
ek

Prashant Jha
- aishankas
0 pitch  wider global ole fo odei to reform the UNSC

offered the indian

A FRIEND OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH

Political convenience can’t decide o
response to extremism: Jaishankar

What was pitched at UNGA

in a 17-minute address to the 78th United Nations General Assembly, EAM § Jaishankar offered the Indian
approach to pitch a wider global role for the country and as a model to reform the UNSC

ColP i Al R U e N s

L/ FOCUS ON DIPLOMACY, DIALOGUE ~ . AFRIEND OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH H
[ India's aim was to *focus on the key concerns of 2% #2538 Jaishankar pointed to India’s role as a riend of the

the many, not just the narrow interests of a few" | global south, offering examples, such as the Vaccine

b and 0, at a time of deep North-South divide Maitriinitiative, International Solar Alliance, the !
W and East-West polarisation, the G20 Summit in (Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, and ;

4 New Delhi showed “diplomacy and dialogue® engagement even in distant regions such as
are the only effective solutions. the Pacific lslands.

EVOLUTIONAS "VISHWAMITRA'
7/ Push for collective endeavours and
cooperation with diverse partners
B reflect India’s evolution
a5 a "vishwamitra” Its
b “a defining characteris-
B8 tic of the emerging

P4 multipolar order” —=4_developed world.

ACALLTO The UN's 2024 Summit should serve as a “serious opportunity to drive change,
REFORM THE UN  champion fairness and reform multilateralism’, including the expansion of UNSC.
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SOCIAL WELFARE FORALL ‘i
Helinked India’s extemal approachto &
its own internal developmental
trajectory. “We are seeking to E
Y demonstrate that social
welfare need not be the I
sole prerogative of the

UNGA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 —IR)

Context: The External Affairs Minister of India recently emphasized India's
aspiration for a broader global role, asserting that its emergence on the
international stage will distinguish itself from previous nations, and its pursuit of
becoming a "leading power" is not rooted in self-aggrandizement but driven by a
E commitment to assume greater responsibilities.

:

§

UN General Assembly

Establishment: In 1945 under the United Nations (UN) Charter

Member Countries: All 193 members

UNGA President: The UNGA is headed by its President, who is elected for a
term of one year.

Composition: The United Nations General Assembly comprises all 193
Members of the United Nations.

Mandate: It provides a unique forum for multilateral discussion of the full
spectrum of international issues covered by the Charter.

Achievements and Impact of UNGA

Universal Declaration of Human Rights: The UNGA adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, establishing fundamental principles for
the protection of human rights worldwide.

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): The UNGA had a central role in
shaping the MDGs, which constituted eight global objectives focused on
eliminating poverty, and advancing education.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Expanding on the MDGs, the UNGA
embraced the SDGs in 2015, laying out an extensive plan for achieving
sustainable development by 2030.
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Live Mint

Gaming firms’ GST dues may hit L5 tn

7

FROM PAGE 1

official underlined that it
remainsto be seen how far the
government will go to recover
the alleged tax dues, given the
matter is making its way
through the judiciary.

One of the lawyers cited
above also said that a similar
notice, to the tune 0f 319,000
crore, is expected to be
received by Mumbai-based
Games24x7 aswell.

A third lawyer added that
future tranches of intimations
andsubsequent noticestobesent
by the DGGlare likely to add up
toacumulative tax demand fig-
ureofnearly L5 trillion, includ-
ing the claim of 321,000 crore
from Gameskraft kst year, which
amounts to around three times
therevenueof theentire sector.

Dreamll declined to com-
ment on the matter, while
Games24x7 did not respond
until press time.

Firms, however, are
approaching courts to appeal
these notices. The petition by

acquisition tax case against the
Centre in2012. There isno pro-
vision for retrospective claims
onthenew GST rateapplied at
the 51st GST Council meeting
on 2 August,and the DGGI's fil-

80 ings are in violation of legal

precedent  wherein  the
Supreme Courtitself hasruled

8 in favour of fantasy and real-

Smaller firms like WinZO are
also on the list of firms likely
toreceivenotices.  eLoomeers

Dreamll, a copy of which was
seen by Mint, said the DGGI
claimed a total tax of 3216.94
crore from Dreamll for FYI8
and IL005.77 erore for FY19.
The DGGLinits notivessent to
Dreamll on 12 September, said
that “there isnodispute thatthe
amounts pooled in the escrow
accountisanactionable claim.”
The notice refers to the total
amountcollected by acompany

money games
qualifying  as
games ofskill. Itis
therefore unrea-
sonable to club
them under the
same bracket as
gambling and lot-
tery, and subse-
quently charge
them tax retro-
spectively—and most compa-
nies in the industry will seek
judicial avenueswith petitions,
as and when their notices are
served.” asenior lowyer repre-

or its gross revenue as eligible | sel

fort eofl 28%.

“The taxation issuein online
gaming presently threatensto
remind you of Vodafone's

requesting anonymity.
However, industry stake-

holders said that companies are

not contemplating seeking

Factors of growth of online gambling:

Rising disposable

income

Internet reaching
every corner of
the country

Young India

Increase in
smartphone
penetration

Affordable new
|

Digital payment
user base on the
rise

Asenior

consultant said
most legal “aiinela
precedents point tionofIndia... and
in favour of firm:
inregardto
taxation claims

ministerial intervention in this
matter, at least for now. A sen-
ior consultant for the sector
saicl that most legal precedents
pointin favourofcompaniesin
regard to taxation claims, and
the industry remains hopeful of
negating sucha tax burden.
Dreamll’s petition said the
notices by the DGGI “are in
infringement of
Article  19()(g)
read with Article
2lofthe Constitu-

s Proposestoreag-
itate the issue.”
The petition fur-
ther said, “Rule
31A of the CGST
Rules read with

Section 15(3) of the Act suffers

lromexcessivedelegation, and

imposesunreasonable basis for
determination of value of sup-
ply. whichisagainst the princi-
ple of Section 15 of the CGST

Act... (and) would also consti-

tute an unreasonable restric-

tionuponthe right of (Dreamll)
tocarry on trade.”

Localized games

ONLINE GAMING INDUSTRY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Economy)

Context: The Directorate General of GST Intelligence (DGGI) is anticipated to
issue cumulative tax demands of up to X1.5 trillion to companies in the online
gaming sector for alleged underpayment of taxes over several recent years.

Market of Online Gambling in India:

* The Indian gambling market is estimated to be worth US$60 billion per year,
of which about half is illegally bet.
Around 40% of Indian adults have gambled at least once on online
platforms.
Mobile gaming: The revenue of this industry is expected to exceed US$1.5
billion in 2022, and is estimated to reach USS$5 billion in 2025.
CAGR: The industry in the country grew at a CAGR of 38% between 2017-
2020, as opposed to 8% in China and 10% in the US.
o It is expected to grow at a CAGR of 15% to reach Rs 153 billion in

revenue by 2024.

Online gaming and its legality
* Information Technology Act of 2000: That regulate online activities in the
country also has no mention of anything about online gambling.
Judicial intervention: As early as 1957, the Supreme Court of India has held
the view that competitions that require substantial skill are not gambling
activities.
o Inrecent times also, the SC has reiterated that it is a legitimate business
exercise, protected as a fundamental right under Article 19 (1) (g) of
the Constitution of India.




GOBARDHAN SCHEME
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Government Scheme)

Unified Registration Portal for GOBARdhan introduced by the Department of
Drinking Water and Sanitation to streamline the registration of Compressed Bio-
Gas (CBG) and biogas plants nationwide
Context: The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti, recently launched a Unified
Registration Portal for GOBARdhan to simplify the registration process for Compressed Bio-Gas (CBG) and biogas plants across
the country.

GOBARdhan Scheme
About: Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan, is a crucial umbrella initiative of the Government of India.
Launched: In 2018 as a national priority project under the Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen-Phase Il program.
Nodal Ministry: The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti.

Aim: To generate wealth and energy by converting cattle dung, agricultural residue, and other organic waste into Biogas,

CBG, and bio-fertilizers.

o It adopts a whole-of-government approach and aims to convert waste into wealth, thereby promoting a circular
economy.

Focus areas of GOBAR-Dhan: to keep villages clean, increase the income of rural households, and generate energy and

organic manure from cattle waste.

Unified Registration Portal
About: This portal will serve as a centralized repository for assessing investment and participation in the Biogas/CBG
(Compressed Biogas) sector at a pan India level.
Objective: To streamline the process of setting up CBG/Biogas plants in the country.
The Unified Registration Portal allows any government, cooperative or private entity operating or intending to set up a
Biogas/CBG/Bio-CNG plant in India to obtain a registration number by enrolling in the portal.
This registration number will enable them to avail a multitude of benefits and support from the Ministries and
Departments of the Government of India.




AFRICAN ELEPHANTS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 —Env & Eco)

Heat stress, water SCﬂI’City threatening Context: The Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA
Zimbabwe elephants

TFCA) recently released its survey on elephant population covering Zambia,
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Namibia and Angola. The five countries together
hold half of the world’s Savanna elephants. Except Zambia, other countries
have seen an increase in populations.

Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA)
* It is the second-largest nature and landscape conservation area in the
world, spanning the international borders of five countries in Southern
Africa.
It includes a major part of the Upper Zambezi River and Okavango
basins and Delta, the Caprivi Strip of Namibia, the southeastern part
of Angola, southwestern Zambia, the northern wildlands
of Botswana and western Zimbabwe.
The centre of this area is at the confluence of the Zambezi and Chobe
, Rivers where the borders of Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe
ruide vivirausindvg meet.

A & |\ J N Indianelephart, Mainand elephant . A . g ‘
nincian . "’/{ .g;:f’c:;;:;;_ggf:g;;;m The region is home to a population of approximately 250,000 animals,
Tican savanna elephan \L '“ e

O

sV ) thy %/ ) including the largest population of African Elephants in the world.

14 i 13 : “
i 3 ¥

" - \_’R * i?lubflﬁl;ﬁh . .
] 3 O African Elephant
% Y g ANULNIOYINY: Endangered . .
‘m ] \ ;{;ﬁ;svl * About: They are slightly larger than Asian Elephants and can be
i ® ) identified by their larger ears. (Asian elephants have smaller, rounded
Elephos maximus maximus Hamnan

dradwennu Sri Lankan elephant
A;:f)al;o;ecs‘ff?:‘am annuznsoyin: Endangered SRt clactnt
ekl o:... ~ears) _
African Savanna (or bush) elephant: IUCN Red List: Endangered
African Forest Elephants: IUCN Red List: Critically Endangered




’ BORLAUG AWARD
BUSINESS L'NEE (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Sci & Tech)

‘Bihana Didi’ wins Borlaug Award for
introducing drought-tolerant rice in Odisha

Context: Indian agriculture scientist Swati Nayak won the Borlaug Award recently.

Borlaug Award
About: The award is given to exceptional scientists under 40 working in the field of food and nutrition security, and
hunger eradication.
o Itis givenin memory of the Nobel awardee and Green Revolution’s chief architect Dr. Norman Borlaug.
Duration: It is presented every year in October.
Venue: Des Moines, lowa, USA.
Presented by: World Food Prize Foundation.
Prize: USD 10,000

Norman Ernest Borlaug

* An American agronomist who led initiatives worldwide that contributed to the extensive increases in agricultural
production termed the Green Revolution.

* Borlaug was often called “the father of the Green Revolution”.

Swati Nayak’s Contribution

* In Odisha, she introduced the drought-tolerant Shahabhagi Dhan rice variety, leading to significant improvements in
rainfed regions.

-~ * This variety quickly became a staple in the dietary and crop rotation practices of every farming household, marking a
substantial shift in agriculture.

* She is the South Asia head for Seed System and Product Management at the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI).




NHRC
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

THE HINDU ]

NHRC seeks action taken
report on welfare of
transpersons from govt.

Context: The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) recently
issued an advisory to the Centre, State governments, and Union Territory
administrations, emphasizing the need to ensure the welfare of
~ transgender persons.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Tuesday issued
an advisory to the Centre,
State governments and Un-
ion Territory administra-
tions to ensure the welfare
of transgender persons.
The welfare measures in-
clude provision of separate
toilets, free sex reassign-
ment  surgery, pension
rights and inheritance
rights.

The commission has ob-
served that one of the
primary concerns of tran-
spersons in the country is
that despite legal reforms,
they continue to grapple
with discrimination, lead-
ing to employment dispari-
ties, limited access to
healtheare, and exclusion
from social circles. The

Advisory sent to
Centre and States
recommends

rovision of separate
toilets, more safety

Transgender Persons (Pro-
tection of Rights) Act, 2019,
aims to safeguard and
uphold their rights.

The commission, in a
letter to the Department of
Social Justice and Empo-
werment, Ministry of Cor-
porate Affairs, Chief Secre-
taries of States and
Administrators of Union
Territories, has asked for
the implementation of its
recommendations in letter
and spirit, and has sought
“action-taken®  reports
within two months. “A sin-
gle transchild of a de-
ceased government em-
ployee or pensioner may

Human Rights
* As per UN definition these rights are

inherent

to all

human

be treated as an unmarried
daughter for the family
pension and other bene-
fits,” the advisory said.

Inheritance right

It also recommended that
transgender persons be al-
lowed to inherit ancestral
agricultural land. A multi-
purpose identity card may
be provided to the people
of this community to help
them access government
schemes and  other
benefits.

“Insurance companies
may be advised to consider
and accept the Transgen-
der Certificate issued by
the appropriate authority
for document verification
purposes. The Ministry
concerned should ensure
the timely release of the
funds allocated to Garima
Greh [shelter scheme],"the
NHRC said.

beings,

regardless of race, sex, nationality,
ethnicity, language, religion, or any
other status.

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
* About: It is an independent statutory body in 1993 under the

provisions of Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, later amended in
2006.

Function: It is the watchdog of human rights in the country, that is, the

rights relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the individual
guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied in the international
covenants2 and enforceable by courts in India.

Headquarters: New Delhi.

Composition: One Chairperson, five full-time Members and seven

deemed Members.

o A person who has been the Chief Justice of India or a judge of the
Supreme Court can become a chairman.

Appointment: Appointed by the President on the recommendations

of a 6 member committee consisting of the Prime Minister.

Tenure: 3 years or until they attain the age of 70 years, whichever is

earlier.

Removal: On the charges of proved misbehavior or incapacity, if

proved by an inquiry conducted by a Supreme Court Judge.




COLLEGIUM SYSTEM

THE HINDU (Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

Context: The Supreme Court, concerned about the recent delay in
processing recommendations for the appointment and transfer of
High Court judges, has announced that it will closely monitor the
issue every 10-12 days until it is resolved, as approximately 70
Collegium recommendations remain pending with the government.

Judiciary is losing talent
as govt. sits on names: SC

70 HC collegium recommendations are pending for over 10 months, says Justice Kaul; he adds
that the Centre continues to segregate names despite the collegium forbidding the practice

National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC)
* About: NJAC is a group in charge of selecting and moving judges in
the higher courts of India.
Established By: 99th Constitutional Amendment Act, of 2014.
* Objective: The NJAC was meant to take the place of the collegium
system used to choose judges.
Composition: 6 persons Chief Justice of India (Chairperson), Two

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Tnn Tuesday said
the judiciary was

losing fresh talent as never
before because prospec-
tive candidates shortlisted
for judgeships in the High
Courts give up as months
tick by without a decision
from the government on
their appointment.

Many a bright legal
mind, willing to sacrifice
their law practice to join

Fewer judges, rising cases
Year after year, as vacancies of judges go unfilled, the pendency of cases continues to mount

High Courts (25) Supreme Court — Pendency of cases
Sanctioned Sanctioned

strength of judges strength:

1,114 34

In High Courts

L -
' m Cases pending in High Courts for
s

Working strength Working
of judges: strength:

174 32

mare than a year

Vacancies: Vacancies:

340 2

the Bench, have fallen vic-
tim to segregation of
names by the government,
who seemingly prefer one
name to the other for un-
known reasons, a Bench of
Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul
and Sudhanshu Dhulia
noted.

“People are declining to
come. We try, we endea-

vour to get the best talent.
The Bench has lost good ta-
lent because of segrega-
tion. They drop out, with-
draw... I do not want to
take any names, but we
lost one or two very good
people after they with-
drew,” Justice Kaul ad-
dressed Attorney-General
R. Venkataramani, appear-

Collegium System
* In this system, decisions about choosing judges or promoting lawyers to the Supreme Court and moving judges between
High Courts and the Supreme Court are made by a group consisting of the Chief Justice of India and the four most
experienced judges of the SC.
* The way judges are chosen and moved around is based on decisions made by the SC, not on a law from Parliament or a

part of the Constitution.

ing for the Centre.

Justice Kaul drew the At-
torney-General’s attention
to 70 names, recommend-
ed for judgeships by High
Court collegiums, which
have been pending with
the government for over 10
months, since November
2022, “Seventy posts of
High Court judges lie va-

cant.. Once you receive
the recommendations of
the High Court collegium,
you have to do some basic
processing and forward it
to the Supreme Court col-
legium. You have not done
even that,” he noted.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14

other senior judges of the Supreme Court, The Union Minister of
Law and Justice, Two eminent persons: nominated by a committee
& Leader of Opposition of LS.

o In October 2015, the Supreme Court's Constitution Bench,
with a majority of 4:1, ruled that the NJAC was against the
Constitution and supported the continued use of the
collegium system.

* The term 'Collegium' isn't mentioned in the Indian Constitution. It has become a practice based on legal judgments.
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