
APRIL

12



Quality Control Orders 
Green Deposits 
Consumer Pyramids Survey
State Development Loans
National Career Service
National Security Act 1980
Centrally Sponsored Schemes
IBR Protein 
Quantum Technology
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule



QUALITY CONTROL ORDERS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)
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Context: Ministry of Textiles announced the launch of 02 Quality Control 
Orders (QCOs) for 31 items consisting of 19 Geo Textiles and 12 Protective 
Textiles in the Phase-I, following due process of notification of Technical 
Regulations.

Quality Control Orders (QCOs)
● About: For ensuring the availability of quality products to 

consumers, Quality Control Orders (QCOs) are issued by various 
Ministries/Departments of the Government of India in the exercise of 
the powers conferred by section 16 of the Bureau of Indian 
Standards Act, 2016 stipulating conformity of the products to Indian 
Standards.
○ While the standards were available earlier too, these are now 

revised and made mandatory for a few, and yet to be finalised 
for others.

○ International manufacturers of these fibres, who supply to 
India, are also mandated to get a certificate from the Bureau 
of Indian Standards (BIS), which is the certifying authority for 
the QCOs.

● Objectives: The main aim of the QCO is to control the import of 
sub-quality and cheaper items and to ensure that customers get 
quality products. 
○ QCOs can only be challenged at WTO if they are imposed on 

grounds of health, safety, environment and deceptive trade 
practice, or national security. BIS certifies it for International 
and domestic products.



GREEN DEPOSITS 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)
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Context: The Reserve Bank of India has introduced a framework of rules, governing 
acceptance of green deposits by Indian financial services companies. The framework 
will come into effect from June 1, 2023.

Key Points
● The purpose and rationale for the framework, RBI said is to encourage REs to 

“offer green deposits to customers, protect interest of the depositors, aid 
customers to achieve their sustainability agenda, address greenwashing concerns 
and help augment the flow of credit to green activities/projects”.

● Further, the central bank said the allocation of proceeds raised from green 
deposits should be based on the official Indian green taxonomy.

● Pending finalisation of the taxonomy, as an interim measure, REs would be 
required to allocate the proceeds raised through green deposits towards a 
specified list of green activities/projects.

● The projects must encourage energy efficiency in resource utilisation, reduce 
carbon emissions and greenhouse gases, promote climate resilience and/or 
adaptation and value and improve natural ecosystems and biodiversity.

● Renewable energy, energy efficiency, clean transportation, climate change 
adaptation, sustainable water and waste management, and green buildings, are 
among the list of projects/activities where REs could allocate the proceeds raised 
through green deposits.

● RBI has also mentioned about a list of ‘exclusions’ for REs. This includes projects 
involving new or existing extraction, production and distribution of fossil fuels; 
nuclear power generation; and direct waste incineration.

● Banks and NBFCs will have to put in place a comprehensive board-approved 
policy on green deposits.



CONSUMER PYRAMIDS HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)
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Context: Noting that the absence of updated consumption expenditure surveys has thrown a 
shroud of darkness on poverty levels and trends, a new research paper has attempted to look at 
the alternative datasets, such as the Consumer Pyramid Household Surveys (CPHS) conducted 
by the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) to look at poverty trends.

Consumer Pyramids Household Survey

● About: It provides anonymized record-level data at the level of individual households and 

members of households.

○ Consumer Pyramids Household Survey is a continuous survey. Data is collected in Waves. 

There are three Waves every year. Each Wave is completed over a four month period.

● Types of data: There are four types of data offered in Consumer Pyramids Household Survey:

○ People of India: This data is released once every four months at the end of every Wave. It 

provides information on the members of the sample households.

○ Aspirational India: This data is released once every four months at the end of every 

Wave. It includes:

■ Ownership and intentions to buy 12 specific assets

■ Savings and intentions to save

■ Borrowing by purpose and by source of borrowing

■ Household amenities

○ Income Pyramids: This data is released once every month at the end of every month. It 

includes:

■ Household income by source of income

■ Incomes of individual household members by source of income

○ Consumption Pyramids: This data is released once every month at the end of every 

month. It includes:

■ Household consumption expenses for 153 expenditure categories.

■ Household weekly expenses for 33 fast-frequency expenditure categories.



STATE DEVELOPMENT LOANS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Government Budgeting)
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Context: Four states raised ₹ 5,800 crore through state development 
loans (SDL) auction - about one fourth of the amount 15 state 
governments intended to raise this week.

State Development Loans (SDLs)
● These are dated securities issued by states for meeting their 

market borrowings requirements.
● Purpose of issuing State Development Loans is to meet the 

budgetary needs of state governments. Each state can borrow up 
to a set limit through State Development Loans.

● The SDL securities issued by states are credible collateral for 
meeting the SLR requirements of banks as well as a collateral for 
availing liquidity under the RBI’s LAF including the repo.

● One remarkable feature of SDL is that it is a market oriented 
instrument for states to mobilise funds from the open market. 
Higher the fiscal strength of a state, lower will be the interest rate 
(yield) it has to pay for the SDL borrowings.

● SDLs are basically securities and they are auctioned by the RBI 
through the e-Kuber which is dedicated electronic auction system 
for government securities and other instruments. RBI holds SDL 
auctions once in a fortnight.

● The rate of interest or yield of SDL securities are determined 
through auction. Still the interest rate will be slightly higher than 
that of Central Government securities (G-secs) of matching 
tenure.

● The investors in SDL are basically commercial banks, mutual 
funds, insurance companies who are attracted by the slightly 
higher interest rate of SDL (compared to central government 
securities).



April 12PIB NATIONAL CAREER SERVICE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Employment)

Context:  The National Career Service (NCS) portal has registered highest vacancies during the year 2022-23 
since its launch in July, 2015.
● Around 35.7 lakhs vacancies have been reported by employers on NCS during the year 2022-23 compared 

to around 13 lakh vacancies in 2021-22. 

National Career Service (NCS)
● About: It is one of the mission mode projects under the umbrella of E-Governance Plan.
● Objectives: It works towards bridging the gap between job-seekers and employers, candidates seeking 

training and career guidance and agencies providing training and career counselling by transforming the 
National Employment Service.
○ NCS provides a host of career-related services such as dynamic job matching, career counselling, job 

notifications, vocational guidance, information on skill development courses, internships and alike.
● The focus areas for the National Career Service platform are listed below:

○ Enhancing career and employment opportunities.
○ Counselling and guidance for career development.
○ Focusing on decent employment
○ Enhancing female labour force participation.
○ Encouraging entrepreneurial endeavours.

● Implemented By: Directorate General of Employment, Ministry of Labour & Employment.
● Registration on the Portal: NCS does not charge any fees for registration on the portal and its services.



NATIONAL SECURITY ACT 1980
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity)
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Context: Expressing “amazement” at the decision of 
the UP government to invoke the stringent National 
Security Act (NSA) against Samajwadi Party leader 
for allegedly threatening an additional municipal 
commissioner, the Supreme Court said this 
amounted to “abuse” of the law and added the Act 
should not be invoked in cases of political nature.

National Security Act 1980
● About: It empowers the government to detain a person if the authorities are satisfied 

that the person is a threat to national security or to prevent such people from 
disrupting public law and order.

● Features:
○ It allows preventive detention:

■ A person can be detained for up to 12 months without a charge.
■ A person can be held for 10 days without being told the charges 

against them.
■ The person can appeal before a high court advisory board but will 

not be allowed a lawyer during the trial.
■ A person in police custody can be detained.
■ A person who has been granted bail by a trial court can be 

immediately detained under the NSA.
■ A person acquitted by the court can be detained under the NSA.

○ States or Centre can detain a person to prevent him or her from acting in any 
manner prejudicial to “the security of the state” or for “maintenance of the 
public order”.

○ A person can be detained if he/she is a threat to India's relations with 
foreign countries.

○ It empowers the government to detain foreigners and regulate their 
presence or expel them from India.

○ The provisions in the Act are re-notified every quarter.
○ It is an administrative order passed either by the Divisional Commissioner or 

the District Magistrate and not detention ordered by police based on specific 
allegations or for a specific violation of the law.



CENTRALLY SPONSORED SCHEMES 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Govt. Policies & Interventions)
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Context:  The Centre has tightened the fund flow rulebook on Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes (CSS) even further and for the first time has also brought in a ‘penal interest’ 
clause for delays in fund transfers by states.

● States have been asked to ensure that their share of funds are transferred to 
the Single Nodal Agency (SNA) for CSS scheme within 30 days of receiving 
central funding instead of 40 days, as allowed earlier.

● Any delay beyond 30 days would attract a ‘penal interest’ of 7% per annum. 
● This ‘penal interest’ by a state that delays prescribed fund flow will be 

transferred to the Consolidated Fund of India.

Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS)

● About: These are special purpose grants (or loans) extended by the Central 

Government to States to encourage and motivate State governments to plan 

and implement programmes that help attain national goals and objectives.

○ Examples of national goals and objectives include extending clean 

drinking water and sanitation to every habitation, eradicating polio 

and tuberculosis, making primary education universal for every 

female and male child, and so on.

● Types: Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) are again divided into Core of the 

Core Schemes and Core Schemes.

○ The core of the Core Schemes (consists of six schemes)

■ Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Programme

■ Umbrella Programme for Development of Minorities

■ Umbrella Programme for Development of Scheduled Tribes

■ National Social Assistance Programme

■ Umbrella Programme for Development of the Other 

Vulnerable Groups

■ Umbrella Scheme for Development of Scheduled Castes

○ Core Schemes ( Consist of 22 schemes)



IBR PROTEIN 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)
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Context: A key gene involved in vertebrate vision has been traced back to bacteria, 
according to a new study.

Key Points
● Some 500 million years ago, the bacteria likely transferred the gene to the 

ancestor of all vertebrates.
● The gene with links to bacteria contained instructions to make the 

interphotoreceptor retinoid-binding protein (IBRP). 
● Its protein sequence is most similar to a bacterial protein called peptidases, 

which are known to break down proteins and recycle them
● IBRP has a key role in vision:

○ In humans, mutated versions of the gene lead to various retinal 
diseases, such as retinitis pigmentosa (an eye disorder that causes loss 
of sight) and retinal dystrophy (a degenerative disorder that causes 
colour blindness or night blindness and complete blindness in 
progressive conditions).

Vertebrates
● About: These are animals that possess a vertebral column and/or notochord at 

any point in their lives.
● Characteristics of Vertebrates:

○ A stiff rod running through the length of the animal (it could either be 
the vertebral column and/or notochord)

○ Humans and all other vertebrates possess a notochord as an embryo 
and it eventually develops into the vertebral column.

○ A bundle of nerves run above the vertebral column (spinal cord) and the 
alimentary canal exists below it.

○ The mouth is present at the anterior portion of the animals or right 
below it.

○ The alimentary canal ends in the anus, which opens to the exterior. The 
tail extends after the anus.



April 12DST QUANTUM TECHNOLOGY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context: Raman Research Institute (RRI), an autonomous institute of the Department of Science and Technology (DST), inked a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with the Weapons and Electronics Systems Engineering Establishment (WESEE), the R&D establishment of the Indian Navy

● The MoU is for a period of five years.
● Quantum technologies will soon be used to develop secure maritime communications in a joint effort by the Raman Research Institute (RRI) and the Indian Navy.

Quantum Technology 
● About: Quantum technology is a class of technology that works by using the principles of quantum mechanics (the physics of subatomic particles), including 

quantum entanglement and quantum superposition.
○ While digital computers store data as bits (the ones and zeros of binary), quantum computers use qubits that exist as a one, zero or both at the same 

time. This superposition state creates a practically infinite range of possibilities, allowing for incredibly fast simultaneous and parallel calculations.
● Applications of Quantum Technologies:

● Electronics: Many modern electronic devices are designed using quantum mechanics. Examples include the laser, the transistor (and thus the microchip), 
the electron microscope, and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI).

● Cryptography: Researchers are currently seeking robust methods of directly manipulating quantum states. Efforts are being made to develop quantum 
cryptography, which will theoretically allow guaranteed secure transmission of information.

● Quantum computing: Another goal is the development of quantum computers, which are expected to perform certain computational tasks exponentially 
faster than classical computers. Instead of using classical bits, quantum computers use qubits, which can be in superpositions of states. Quantum 
programmers can manipulate the superposition of qubits in order to solve problems that classical computing cannot do effectively, such as searching 
unsorted databases or integer factorization.

● Aerospace engineering: Their applications which will receive boost include those in aerospace engineering, numerical weather prediction, simulations, 
securing the communications & financial transactions, cyber security, advanced manufacturing, health, agriculture, education and other important 
sectors with focus on creation of high skilled jobs, human resources development, start-ups & entrepreneurship leading to technology lead economic 
growth.

● Commercial applications: Quantum technology is opening up new frontiers in computing, communications, cyber security with widespread applications. 
It is expected that lots of commercial applications would emerge from theoretical constructs which are developing in this area.

● Disaster Management: Tsunamis, drought, earthquakes and floods may become more predictable with quantum applications.
● Research: It can help in solving some of the fundamental questions in physics related to gravity, black hole etc. Similarly, the quantum initiative could give 

a big boost to the Genome India project, a collaborative effort of 20 institutions to enable new efficiencies in life sciences, agriculture and medicine.



April 12PIB MAHATMA JYOTIBA PHULE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Personality in News)

Context: The Prime Minister has paid tribute to the great social reformer, Mahatma Jyotiba Phule on his birth anniversary. 

Mahatma Jyotiba Phule
● About: Born in 1827 in Satara district of Maharashtra.

○ Phule was given the title of Mahatma on May 11, 1888, by Vithalrao Krishnaji Vandekar, a Maharashtrian social 
activist.

● Social reforms and key contributions:
○ His work is related mainly to eradication of untouchability and caste system, emancipation and empowerment of 

women, reform of Hindu family life.
○ Along with his wife, Savitribai Phule, he is regarded as pioneers of women’s education in India.
○ The couples were the first native Indians to open the first indigenously-run school for girls in India in August 1848 at 

Pune in Maharashtra.
○ Later, the Phules started schools for children from the then untouchable castes such as Mahar and Mang.
○ In 1863, he opened a home for pregnant Brahmin widows to give birth in a safe and secure place.
○ He opened an orphanage home to avoid infanticide. In this regard, he is believed to be the first Hindu to start an 

orphanage for the unfortunate children.
○ In 1868, Jyotirao decided to construct a common bathing tank outside his house to exhibit his embracing attitude 

towards all human beings and wished to dine with everyone, regardless of their caste.
○ In 1873, Phule founded the Satyashodhak Samaj, or the Society of Seekers of Truth, for the rights of depressed 

classes, to denounce the caste system and to spread rational thinking.
● His famous works: Tritiya Ratna (1855), Gulamgiri (1873), Shetkarayacha Aasud, or Cultivator’s Whipcord (1881), 

Satyashodhak Samajokt Mangalashtakasah Sarva Puja-vidhi (1887).






