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Context: The Finance Ministry is considering differential tax 
treatment for online gaming for the categories of games of 
chance and games of skill.
● Online games in the nature of betting or gambling are 

likely to attract 28 per cent Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
while those involving some amount of skill will likely be 
taxed at a lower 18 per cent.

GST Tax Structure
● Central GST (CGST) covers Excise duty, Service tax etc.
● State GST (SGST) covers Value Added Tax (VAT), luxury tax 

etc.
● Integrated GST (IGST) covers inter-state trade.

○ IGST is not a tax but a system to coordinate state 
and union taxes.

GST slabs
● There are four major GST slabs: 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%.
● Some demerit and luxury goods, which are in the 28% 

bracket, attract additional levy of cesses, the proceeds of 
which go to a separate fund meant to compensate states 
for revenue shortfall and repayment of compensation 
related loans.
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Context: A new research has highlighted how corporate capture of global food 
governance, called Bluewashing,  is increasingly taking place in more visible 
ways. 

Key Points
● There has been a growing presence of firms in governance and spaces, 

staking claims to be legitimate actors, for example, through 
public-private partnerships and multi-stakeholder roundtables.

● The Covid-19 pandemic, coupled with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and 
food inflation, aggravated the issue of corporate involvement. Following 
these crises, governments and multilateral agencies have been facing 
fund crunches.

● The experts called the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) a 
watershed moment in drawing attention to corporate influence over 
public food governance. 

● The embrace of corporate participation by the UNFSS leadership enabled 
agribusiness firms to claim that they had a rightful place in 
public-interest-based decision-making.

Bluewashing
● Bluewashing is term used to describe deceptive marketing that 

overstates a company's commitment to responsible social practices.
● It can be used interchangeably with the term greenwashing but has a 

greater focus on economic and community factors.
● Alternatively, it could be phrased as a way that companies hide the social 

damage that their policies have caused.
● Active disinformation is a tool that companies use to make their goods 

or services more attractive to their consumers and shareholders.

Other Key Terms
● Greenwashing: It is the practice in which 

firms and governments mark all kinds of 
activities as climate-friendly, as something 
that would lead to emissions reduction, or 
avoidance of emissions.

● Whitewashing: It is the act of glossing 
over or covering up vices, crimes or 
scandals or exonerating by means of a 
perfunctory investigation or biased 
presentation of data with the intention to 
improve one's reputation.
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Context: The Indian Railways fully electrified the broad gauge (BG) 
network of 14 states and Union Territories (UTs) by the end of 2022-23 
(FY23), data released by the Ministry of Railways shows.
● Gauge refers to the vertical length between railway tracks, with 

various measurements used across the globe for train operations.
● While standard gauge (1,435 millimetres, or 56 and a half inches) 

is the most commonly used globally, most of India's major train 
operations are undertaken on broad gauge (1676 millimetres, or 66 
inches).

● Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Meghalaya, 
Odisha, Puducherry, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand have 
been fully electrified.

Electrification of Railways
● Indian Railways has set a target to complete Electrification of its 

Broad gauge network by December 2023.
● In July 2020, Indian Railways decided to be self-reliant for its energy 

needs by utilizing its vacant lands for Renewable Energy (RE) 
projects.
○ It will utilize solar energy for meeting its traction power 

requirements.
● In February 1925, the first electric passenger train ran between 

Victoria Terminus and Kurla (Mumbai).
● In 1951, during the Prime Ministership of J. L. Nehru, Indian 

Railways was nationalised.



April 28PIB SWAGAT INITIATIVE 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: The Prime Minister addressed a programme marking 20 years of completion of the 
StateWide Attention on Grievances by Application of Technology - SWAGAT Initiative in Gujarat. 
● The Gujarat government is celebrating SWAGAT Saptah on successfully completing 20 years of 

the initiative.

SWAGAT Initiative 
● About:  SWAGAT (Statewide Attention on Grievances through Application of Technology) is a 

tech-based grievance redressal programme.
● Origin: It was launched by Prime Minister in 2003 when he was the Chief Minister of Gujarat.

○ Every month on the 4th Thursday, the Chief Minister meets with citizens to discuss their 
grievances.

● Objectives: It acts as a bridge between the citizens and the government using technology by 
solving their day-to-day grievances in a quick, efficient and time-bound manner.
○ It allows the common man to address his problems directly to the Chief Minister.

● Components: State SWAGAT, District SWAGAT, Taluka SWAGAT, Gram SWAGAT, Lok Fariyad 
program.

● Awards received: United Nations Public Service Award in 2010 for improving transparency
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Context: Asian nations participating in a global tax transparency network have 
identified at least €20.1 billion in additional revenue since 2009, according to a 
report released.

● A report released by the Asia Initiative of a platform founded by the 
OECD, the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information 
for Tax Purposes, said that the commitment to information exchange and 
tax transparency is growing among participating countries. 

● Currently, 17 countries are part of the Asia Initiative.

Asia Initiative
● About: On 17 November 2021, Indonesia’s Minister of Finance and the 

President of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) both firmly supported 
the launch of an Asia Initiative on tax transparency and called 
jurisdictions in the region to join this important milestone to support 
post-pandemic recovery efforts.

● Bali Declaration: On 14 July 2022, ministers from 13 Asian jurisdictions 
endorsed the Bali Declaration (Asia Initiative Declaration) as a call to 
enhance the use of tax transparency for sustainable domestic resource 
mobilisation in the region..

● Objectives: The Asia Initiative is focused on developing tailored solutions 
to ensure the implementation of tax transparency standards across Asia.
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Context: Peace on the border is imperative to move ahead with bilateral cooperation, defence minister told Chinese counterpart during 
their talks in New Delhi.
● China’s violation of border agreements has eroded the very basis of bilateral relationship.
● Development of relations between India and China was premised on prevalence of peace of tranquility at the borders.

Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement, 1993
● About: The Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement (BPTA or MPTA; formally the Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace 

and Tranquility along the Line of Actual Control in the India–China Border Areas) is an agreement signed by China and India in 
September 1993, agreeing to maintain the status quo on their mutual border pending an eventual boundary settlement.
○ This agreement provides the framework for border security between the parties until final determination is made 

regarding border demarcation.
● Agreement on Military Confidence Building Measures, 1996: It is pursuant to the 1993 agreement, incrementally details the 

military confidence building measures to be implemented that would ensure no-war. 
● Military Confidence Building Measures, 2005: The Protocol for the Implementation of Military Confidence Building Measures, 

2005 further discussed modalities to implement the confidence building measures.
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Context: African Swine Fever (ASF), the livestock illness that has decimated porcine populations across 
Asia since its advent in China in 2018, could deal a lethal blow to the pygmy hog, the world’s rarest and 
smallest pig, according to an article in the journal Science.

India’s Pygmy Hog
● Scientific Name: Porcula salvania
● Features: These are the world’s rarest and smallest members of the pig family.

○ It is one of the very few mammals that build its own home, or nest, complete with a 
‘roof’.

○ It is an indicator species as its presence reflects the health of its primary habitat, tall 
and wet grasslands.

● Habitat: Currently, the only known population lives in Assam, India and possibly southern 
Bhutan.

○ The only viable population in the wild is in the Manas Tiger Reserve in Assam.
● Protection Status

○ IUCN Red List: Endangered
○ Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I

● Conservation efforts: Once thought to be extinct, it was rediscovered in 1971. The Durrell 
Wildlife Conservation Trust, United Kingdom, initiated the Pygmy Hog Conservation 
Programme in 1995.

○ It partnered, initially, with the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature/Specialist Survival Commission Wild Pig Specialist Group, Assam Forest 
Department and the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

■ The non-profits Ecosystems India and Aaranyak joined later as local partners.
○ Pygmy hogs were brought into captivity in 1996 to start the recovery programme.
○ Between 2008 and 2022, 152 individuals have been reintroduced into four protected 

areas (PAs) in Assam, including the recent release of 36 individuals in Manas National 
Park.

○ Between 2011 and 2015 animals were reintroduced into the Orang National Park, 
successfully establishing a population there. Currently, the captive breeding 
programme maintains two populations, totalling 80 individuals.

○ One captive population is at the Pygmy Hog Research and Breeding Centre, at 
Basistha, in the foothills of the Garbhanga Reserve Forest, on the edge of Guwahati.

○ The other is The Pygmy Hog Pre release Centre, Potasali. It is located at the edge of 
the Balipara Reserve Forest.

African Swine Fever (ASF)
● About: It is a highly contagious and fatal animal disease 

that infects and leads to an acute form of hemorrhagic 
fever in domestic and wild pigs.

● Causes: Large DNA virus of the Asfarviridae family.
○ Only virus with a double-stranded DNA genome 

known to be transmitted by arthropods.
● Symptoms: Includes weight loss, intermittent fever, 

respiratory signs, chronic skin ulcers & arthritis. Acute 
forms are characterised by anorexia, loss of appetite & 
haemorrhages in the skin.

● Transmission: Through natural hosts (warthogs, bushpigs 
& ticks) acting as vectors & by direct/indirect contact with 
infected pigs, their faeces & body fluids.

○ Not risky for humans.
● Vaccination: No approved vaccine yet.
● Geographical Distribution: First detected in Kenya in 1909 

& currently found in Asia, Europe & Africa.
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Context: The Dantewada blast that blew up a 
vehicle carrying 10 district reserve guard (DRG) 
personnel was caused by a remotely-triggered 
command Improvised explosive device, packed 
with 40-50 kg of commercial explosives with 
ammonium nitrate suspected as the primary 
ingredient. 
● Such commercial explosives are commonly 

available in the coal belt and agencies 
suspect that Maoists sourced it through 
pilferage from coal units in the area.

Improvised explosive device
● An improvised explosive device (IED) is a 

bomb constructed and deployed in ways 
other than in conventional military action. 

● It may be constructed of conventional 
military explosives, such as an artillery shell, 
attached to a detonating mechanism. 

● IEDs are commonly used as roadside bombs, 
or homemade bombs.

● An IED has five components: a switch 
(activator), an initiator (fuse), container 
(body), charge (explosive), and a power 
source (battery). 
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Context: Prime Minister will inaugurate 91 FM transmitters of 100 W on 28th April.
● The inauguration will give a further boost to radio connectivity in the country.
● The 91 new 100 W FM transmitters have been installed in 84 districts across 18 

States and 2 Union Territories. A special focus of this expansion has been on 
enhancing coverage in Aspirational Districts and in border areas.

Frequency Modulation (FM)
● About: Frequency modulation is a technique or a process of encoding 

information on a particular signal (analogue or digital) by varying the carrier 
wave frequency in accordance with the frequency of the modulating signal. 

○ A modulating signal is nothing but information or message that has to 
be transmitted after being converted into an electronic signal.

○ Much like amplitude modulation, frequency modulation also has a 
similar approach, where a carrier signal is modulated by the input 
signal. However, in the case of FM, the amplitude of the modulated 
signal is kept, or it remains constant.

● Applications: It is mostly used in radio broadcasting. 
○ It offers a great advantage in radio transmission as it has a larger 

signal-to-noise ratio, which means that it results in low radio frequency 
interference. 

○ This is the main reason that many radio stations use FM to broadcast 
music over the radio.

○ Some of its uses are also found in radar, telemetry, seismic 
prospecting, and in EEG, different radio systems, music synthesis as 
well as in video-transmission instruments. 

○ In radio transmission, frequency modulation has a good advantage 
over other modulation.

○ It has a larger signal-to-noise ratio, meaning it will reject radio 
frequency interferences much better than an equal power amplitude 
modulation (AM) signal. Due to this major reason, most music is 
broadcasted over FM radio.
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Context: Iran seized a Marshall Islands-flagged oil tanker in the Gulf of Oman in international waters, 
the latest in a series of seizures or attacks on commercial vessels in sensitive Gulf waters since 2019.

Marshall Islands
● The Marshall Islands, officially the Republic of the Marshall Islands, is an island country near 

Guam in the Pacific Ocean, slightly west of the International Date Line. 
● Geographically, the country is part of the larger island group of Micronesia.

Gulf of Oman
● The Gulf of Oman or Sea of Oman,  also known as Gulf of Makran or Sea of Makran, is a gulf 

that connects the Arabian Sea with the Strait of Hormuz, which then runs to the Persian Gulf.
● It borders Iran and Pakistan on the north, Oman on the south, and the United Arab Emirates 

on the west.






