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PM-SHRI (PM SCHOOLS FOR RISING INDIA)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 -Social Justice)

Context: On the occasion of teachers’ day Prime Minister announced that 14,500 schools across the country will 
be upgraded under a new centrally sponsored scheme PM-SHRI (PM Schools for Rising India) to showcase all 
components of the National Education Policy-2020.

PM SHRI

- PM SHRI stands for PM Schools for Rising India and these are being established as a role model for 

providing high-quality education in an equitable, inclusive and joyful school environment. 

- The schools will be home to students from diverse backgrounds and will cater to multilingual needs, and 

different academic abilities of children. 

- The new schools being established as PM Shri Schools and the old ones being updated, will be equipped 

with modern infrastructure and will adopt transformational pedagogy which will focus on holistic 

method of imparting education. 

- These schools will focus on discovery-oriented, learning-centric way of teaching. 

- On the infrastructure side, PM Shri Schools will be fitted with latest technology, smart classrooms, sports 

and more.
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REGULATORY SANDBOX SCHEME

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: HDFC Bank and Precision Biometric India have been 
selected by the Reserve Bank for testing their 'on tap' retail 
payments applications under the regulatory sandbox scheme.

Regulatory sandbox scheme

- Regulatory Sandbox is a framework that allows live, time-bound testing of innovations, overseen 

by a regulator. 

- It is in a contained space, where incumbents and challengers experiment with designs lying on the 

edge of or are outside the existing regulatory framework.

- This framework can be adopted by any sector's regulator. 

- The idea of sandboxing comes from the information technology sector, where new products are 

tested, while database is isolated from critical system resources and the product has not 

necessarily gone live. 

- However, regulatory sandboxes test products that are already live.

- The three main financial regulators in India - Reserve Bank of India, Securities Exchange Board of 

India and Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India - have an RS framework. 

While SEBI's and IRDAI's are still at a nascent stage, RBI's framework has progressed to its fourth 

stage.
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WINDFALL TAX

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: Finance minister defended the windfall tax on domestically produced crude oil and additional tax on 
exports of refined petroleum products, saying the levy has been imposed in full consultation with the industry.

Windfall Tax
- A higher tax rate on sudden big profits levied on a particular company or industry.
- Aim/Objective: increasing local supplies and boosting its revenues.
- A windfall tax is a higher tax rate levied by governments against certain industries when economic 

conditions allow those industries to experience above-average profits. 
- So when any industry, in this case-oil and gas- benefits from an event or a one-off external situation ( the 

Russia-Ukraine war) that they were not responsible for and make sudden profits, these profits are taxed 
separately, over and above the normal taxes that these companies pay to the governments.



LIVEMINT Page 9
OPEC AND OPEC +

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: Oil surged at the start of the week as OPEC+ decided to cut output in October and Europe’s energy crisis 
deepened.

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
- Permanent and intergovernmental organization: Created at the Baghdad Conference in September 1960. 
- Founding member: Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela.
- OPEC Secretariat: Located in Vienna.
- Objective: To coordinate and unify petroleum policies among Member Countries, in order to secure fair and stable prices 

for petroleum producers.
OPEC Plus
- Non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are termed as OPEC plus countries.
- Aim/objective: to manage the supply of oil in an effort to set the price of oil in the world market, in order to avoid 

fluctuations that might affect the economies of both producing and purchasing countries.
- Headquarter: Vienna, Austria
- Membership: membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil. India is not a member.
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PREVENTIVE DETENTION

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: Preventive detentions in 2021 saw a rise by over 23.7% compared with the year before, 
with over 1.1 lakh people being placed under preventive detention, according to statistics 
released by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) last month.

Preventive detention

- Under Section 151 of The Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 (CrPC) preventive detention is 

action taken on grounds of suspicion that some wrong actions may be done by the person 

concerned.

- A police officer can arrest an individual without orders from a Magistrate and without any 

warrant if he gets any information that such an individual can commit any offense.

- Article 22 of the Indian Constitution provides protection against arrest and detention in 

certain cases.

Difference between preventive detention and an arrest

- An ‘arrest’ is done when a person is charged with a crime. An arrested person is produced 

before a magistrate within the next 24 hours.

- In case of preventive detention, a person is detained as he/she is  simply restricted from 

doing something that might deteriorate the law and order situation.
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PURCHASING MANAGERS’ INDEX (PMI) 

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) 

- PMI or a Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) is an indicator of business activity - 

both in the manufacturing and services sectors. 

- It is a survey-based measures that asks the respondents about changes in their 

perception of some key business variables from the month before. 

- It is calculated separately for the manufacturing and services sectors and then a 

composite index is constructed.

- The PMI is derived from a series of qualitative questions. 

- A figure above 50 denotes expansion in business activity. Anything below 50 

denotes contraction. 

- Higher the difference from this mid-point greater the expansion or contraction.

- The rate of expansion can also be judged by comparing the PMI with that of the 

previous month data. 

- If the figure is higher than the previous month’s then the economy is expanding 

at a faster rate. 

- If it is lower than the previous month then it is growing at a lower rate.

Context: The services sector rebounded in August from a four-month low in July and 
created the most jobs in 14 years as input cost pressures eased to the slowest pace in 
11 months, as per S&P Global India Services Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI).



APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: The Supreme Court sought the Union government's response to a PIL requesting the court to frame guidelines for a mechanism 
to select election commissioners to honour the constitutional mandate to make the EC independent in letter and spirit.

Appointment of Election Commissioners

- The Chief Election Commissioner and the Election Commissioner are 

appointed by the President of India.

- Each of them holds their offices for a period of 6 years or up to the age 

of 65 years, whichever comes first.

- They receive the same perks and pay as Supreme Court Judges.

- The only way a Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from 

office is upon an order of the President supported by the Parliament.

- The Election Commissioner or Regional Commissioner can only be 

removed from office by the Chief Election Commissioner.

- Clause (2) of Article 324 provides that the Election Commission shall 

consist of the Chief Election Commissioner and such number of other 

Election Commissioners, if any, as the President may from time to time 

fix. 

- Until Parliament makes any law in that behalf, the Chief Election 

Commissioner and other Election Commissioners are appointed by the 

President. 

- When any other Election Commissioner is so appointed, the Chief 

Election Commissioner; shall act as the Chairman of the Election 

Commission.
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WIND ENERGY IN INDIA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)

Context: India's green energy transition story hinges on wind. India aims to install 140 gigawatts of wind power 
capacity over the next decade, of which approximately 100 GW have not yet been installed.

Sept 6
DOWN TO 

EARTH

Status of Wind Energy in India

- The total installed wind power capacity was 40 GW as of 30 November 2021, making it the world's fourth 

largest installed wind power capacity.

- Between 2010 and 2020, the compound annual growth rate for wind generation was 11.39 percent, and for 

installed capacity, it was 8.78 percent.

- India's 7,600 km of coastline can generate 127 GW of offshore wind energy. (according to the Ministry of 

New and Renewable Energy (MNRE))

- At a 100 metre hub height, the total wind energy potential, according to the National Institute of Wind 

Energy (NIWE), is 302 GW.

- Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and Tamil Nadu account for 

more than 95 percent of commercially exploitable resources.

- The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) of the Union has set a goal of installing 5 GW of 

offshore wind by 2022 and 30 GW by 2030.



Sept 6PIB COAL PRODUCTION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

India’s overall coal production 
- India’s overall coal production increased by 8.27% to 58.33 Million Ton (MT) from 53.88 

MT during August, 2022 as compared to Aug 2021. 
- During Aug 2022, Coal India Ltd (CIL) and captive mines/ others registered a growth of 8.49 

and 27.06% by producing 46.22 MT and 8.02 MT respectively.
- However, SCCL registered a negative growth of 17.49% during the month. 
- Of the top 37 coal producing mines in the country, 25 mines produced more than 100 % 

while the production level of five mines stood between 80 and 100 percent.
Status of coal sector in India

- It currently accounts for 55% to 70 % of India’s total energy consumption (CSO 2013)
- About 75% of the total coal produced in India is used for power generation
- India is the second largest coal importer, despite having the world’s fourth largest coal 

reserves and being the second largest producer
- India has 4th largest reserves of coal and holds about 286 billion of world’s some 850 

billion of proven reserves.



Sept 6DST  INDOOR ATMOSPHERIC WATER HARVESTER (IAWH)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

 Indoor Atmospheric Water Harvester (IAWH)
- The prototype was named Indoor Atmospheric Water Harvester (IAWH), which 

employed a kind of material called Metal-Organic Framework (MOF) 
nano-composites. 

- It consists of empty pores for adsorbing water molecules exactly like a sponge.
- The technology relies on a copper-based material connected through organic 

linkers. 
- It has a design involving a linker-and-node set producing a cage-like framework. 
- Such material has been further modified through two-dimensional templates 

(graphene oxide/GO and aminopropyl-functionalized magnesium 
phyllosilicate/AC) to provide additional openings for water molecules and 
improve hydrothermal resilience. 

- It is postulated that the water molecules initially enter the pore that acts as a 
‘seed water’ to attract the next water molecules leading to high-water storage 
capacity under extremely humid conditions. 

- Experiments reveal the water harvesting performance of 0.431 gg−1 (gram of 
water harvested per gram of material) of water at 90% relative humidity with a 
maximum value of 0.445 gg−1 indoor (40-65%) water collection per day. 
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