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Context: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed a ₹ 3.06crore penalty on Amazon Pay (India) for not complying with 
provisions of the prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) and know your customer (KYC) norms.

Prepaid payment instruments

● About: PPIs are instruments that facilitate purchase of goods and services, conduct of financial services, enable 

remittance facilities, etc., against the value stored therein. For example - Gift Card.

● Issued by: PPIs can be issued by banks and non-banks. 

○ Banks can issue PPIs after obtaining approval from RBI. 

○ The non-bank PPI issuers are companies incorporated in India and registered under the Companies Act, 

1956 / 2013. 

○ They can operate a payment system for issuing PPIs to individuals / organisations after receiving 

authorisation from RBI.

● Holder: A holder of a PPI is an individual who obtains / purchases the PPI from the PPI issuer. However, in case of a 

gift PPI, any other intended / targeted beneficiary, though not being the purchaser, can also be a holder.

○ The monies so collected by the PPI issuers are to be used to make payments to merchants who are part 

of the acceptance arrangement and for facilitating funds transfer / remittance services on behalf of the 

PPI holders.

● Various types of PPIs: PPIs that require RBI approval / authorisation prior to issuance are classified under two 

types:

○ Small PPIs (or minimum-detail PPIs): These PPIs are issued by banks and non-banks after obtaining 

minimum details of the PPI holder. These PPIs can be used for purchase of goods and services at a group 

of clearly identified merchant locations / establishments which have a specific contract with the issuer (or 

contract through a payment aggregator / payment gateway) to accept the PPIs as payment instruments. 

Funds transfer or cash withdrawal from such PPIs is not permitted.

○ Full-KYC PPIs: The PPIs are issued by banks and non-banks after completing Know Your Customer (KYC) 

of PPI holder. These PPIs can be used for purchase of goods and services, funds transfer or cash 

withdrawal.

● Closed System PPIs: These PPIs are issued by an entity for facilitating the purchase of goods and services from 

that entity only. 

○ Cash withdrawals are not permitted. 

○ These instruments cannot be used for payment or settlement for third party services. 

○ The issuance or operation of such instruments is not classified as a payment system requiring approval / 

authorisation by RBI and are, therefore, not regulated or supervised by RBI.
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Context: The FAO Food Price Index, calculated by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, averaged 129.8 points 
in February, down 0.6% from January’s index.

FAOs Food Price Index
● About: It is a measure of the monthly change in international 

prices of a basket of food commodities.
○ It measures changes for a basket of cereals, oilseeds, 

dairy products, meat and sugar.
● Origin: It was introduced in 1996 as a public good to help in 

monitoring developments in the global agricultural commodity 
markets.

● Base Period: 2014-16.

Food and Agriculture Organization
● About: FAO is a specialised agency of the United Nations that 

leads international efforts to defeat hunger.
○ It is one of the UN food aid organisations based in Rome 

(Italy). 
○ Its sister bodies are the World Food Programme and the 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).
● World Food Day: The day is celebrated every year around the 

world on 16th October to mark the anniversary of the founding 
of the FAO in 1945.
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Context: The government plans to rope in more industry partners to increase the pace of training under its flagship SAMARTH scheme for skill 
development in the textile sector.
● The implementation period of the scheme is up to March 2024. The scheme was formulated under the broad skilling policy framework adopted by 

M/o Skill Development & Entrepreneurship.

SAMARTH: Scheme for Capacity Building in Textile Sector (SCBTS)
● About: It is to skill the youth for gainful and sustainable employment in the textile sector for the entire value chain of textile except Spinning and 

Weaving in the organized sector.
○ It seeks to Provide demand driven, placement oriented National Skills Qualifications Framework (NSQF) compliant skilling programmes.

● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Textiles.
● Target: To train 10.00 lakh persons (9 lakhs in organised & 1 lakh in traditional sector) excluding Spinning & Weaving in the organized Sector.
● Key features:

○ Training of Trainers (ToT).
○ Aadhar Enabled Biometric Attendance System (AEBAS).
○ CCTV recording of training programme.
○ Dedicated call centre with helpline number.

● Implementing Agencies:
○ Textile Industry.
○ Institutions/Organization of the Ministry of Textiles/State Governments having training infrastructure and placement tie-ups with textile 

industry.
○ Reputed training institutions/ NGOs/ Societies/ Trusts/ Organizations/ Companies /Start Ups / Entrepreneurs active in textile sector having 

placement tie-ups with textile industry.
● Nature of Assistance: Funding is granted to the Training agencies to cover the complete training and certification cost of the trainees, as per the 

scheme norms.
● Eligibility: The trainee must be a citizen of India possessing an Aadhaar Card (unless exempted under Aadhaar Act, 2016) with age over 14 years. 

Preference given to marginalized social groups (ie. women, SC/ST and handicapped persons, minorities and persons from BPL cat.).
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Context: Aam Aadmi Party leader and former Delhi deputy chief minister moved 
an application for regular bail before the Rouse Avenue court.

Types of Bail in India
● Regular Bail: It is a direction given by the Court (any Court within the 

country) to release a person who is already under arrest and kept in police 
custody. 
○ For such Bail, a person can file an application under Section 437 and 

439 of the CrPC.
● Interim Bail: Bail granted for a temporary and short period by the Court till 

the application seeking Anticipatory Bail or Regular Bail is pending before a 
Court.

● Anticipatory Bail: A direction issued to release a person on Bail even before 
the person is arrested. In this situation, there is apprehension of arrest and 
the person is not arrested before the Bail is granted.
○ For such Bail, a person can file an application under Sec. 438 of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).
○ It is issued only by the Sessions Court and High Court.

● Default Bail: This is a right to bail that accrues when the police fail to 
complete investigation within a specified period in respect of a person in 
judicial custody.
○ It is also known as statutory bail.
○ This is enshrined in Section 167(2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure.
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Context: The World Bank will extend two complementary loans of $500 
million each to India to bolster public healthcare infrastructure in the country.

● Its combined financing of $1 billion will support India's flagship 
Pradhan Mantri-Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission 
(PM-ABHIM), launched in October 2021.

PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission

● About: It is one of the largest health schemes for strengthening 

healthcare infrastructure across India.

● Origin: In the Budget 2021-22, the PM Ayushman Bharat Health 

Infrastructure Mission has been announced with an outlay of Rs 64,180 

crore.

○ It was launched in October 2021 to achieve the vision of 

providing comprehensive healthcare services across the 

country.

● Objectives: To fill the essential gaps in the public healthcare 

infrastructure, especially in critical care facilities and primary care in 

both urban and rural areas.

● Components of the Mission
● Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) Components of the 

Mission for 5 years (2021-22 to 2025-26):
○ Ayushman Bharat - Health & Wellness Centres 

(AB-HWCs) in rural areas to support infrastructure 
development for nearly 18,000 Sub-Health Centres in 
7 High Focus States (Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal) 
and 3 North Eastern States (Assam, Manipur and 
Meghalaya).

○ Ayushman Bharat - Health & Wellness Centres 
(AB-HWCs) in Urban areas to support infrastructure 
development for nearly 11,000 Urban Health & 
Wellness Centres across the country.

○ Block Public Health Units to Support infrastructure development for 
nearly 3500 blocks in 11 High Focus States/ UTs (Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, 
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand).

○ Integrated District Public Health Laboratories in all districts.
○ Critical Care Hospital Blocks in all districts with a population of more 

than 5 lakhs.
● Central Sector (CS) Components:

○ Critical Care Hospital Blocks in 12 Central Institutions.
○ Strengthening Surveillance of Infectious Diseases and Outbreak 

Response in all states.
○ Strengthening Surveillance Capacities at Points of Entry.
○ Strengthening Disaster and Epidemic Preparedness.
○ Bio-security Preparedness and Strengthening Pandemic Research, 

National Institutions and Platforms for One Health.
● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
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Context: WHO India has chosen Rizwana’s story to put on its poster on 
World Hearing Day (March 3) to send out this powerful message to 
millions.

World Hearing Day

● About: It is observed on March 3 every year to raise 

awareness about deafness prevention. 

● Origin: World Health Organization first organized World 

Hearing Day in 2007.

● Objectives: To promote hearing aid and care for those who 

are deaf or hard of hearing. 

● Organized by: The Office of Prevention of Blindness and 

Deafness, World Health Organization.

● 2023 Theme: Ear and hearing care for all! Let’s make it a 

reality.

● Hearing loss and causes: If a person can't hear and someone 

with normal hearing, they are said to have hearing loss or 

deafness. 

○ Hearing loss can affect one or both ears and can be 

mild, moderately severe, severe, or extremely severe. 

● Deafness: When a person suffers severe hearing loss in both 

ears and cannot hear, they are regarded as "deaf."

● Hard of hearing: It refers to people who have a modest to the 

severe hearing issue. 

○ These individuals are not entirely deaf, but they are 

unable to hear and someone with normal hearing.

WHO Initiatives

● Working on ear care to promote Integrated People-Centred Ear and 

Hearing Care.

● Integrating efforts to prevent deafness.

● Their actions are based on the WHO World Report and the resolution 

by the World Health Assembly.

● They propagate the cause and gather support for World Hearing Day 

through the World Hearing Forum.
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Context: The President of India inaugurated the 7th International Dharma Dhamma Conference in 
Bhopal.

7th International Dharma Dhamma Conference
● About: It aims to bring together religious, political and thought leaders from Dharma-Dhamma 

traditions to ponder over building a philosophical framework for the emerging new world order.
● Organised by: India Foundation in collaboration with Sanchi University of Buddhist-Indic Studies.

○ India Foundation is a New Delhi-based independent think tank that focuses on issues, 
challenges and opportunities of Indian polity.

● Theme: Eastern Humanism for the New Era.
● Key Agenda: To discuss various sub-themes, along with 115 paper presentations by experts from 

India and abroad in 15 sessions.
● Participation: More than 350 scholars from 15 countries are participating in this conference, which 

provides a platform for global views of Dharma-Dhamma. 
○ Bhutan, Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Nepal, South Korea, Mauritius, 

Russia, Spain, France, America and Britain will participate in this.
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Context: The Prime Minister has wished wildlife conservationists and enthusiasts on the occasion of World 
Wildlife Day.
● March 3 is known as World Wildlife Day (WWD), marked annually to draw attention to issues of 

conservation of flora and fauna.

World Wildlife Day
● Origin: In 2013, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed March 3 as the UN World 

Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise awareness of protecting the world’s wild animals and plants.
○ The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 

was signed in 1973 on this day.
○ It is considered a landmark agreement on conservation that focuses on ensuring the 

sustainability of endangered species.
● Theme for 2023: Partnerships for Wildlife Conservation.
● Significance: This aligns with UN Sustainable Development Goals 1, 12, 14 and 15, and their 

wide-ranging commitments on alleviating poverty, ensuring sustainable use of resources, and on 
conserving life both on land and below water to halt biodiversity loss.



NARROW-MOUTHED FROG
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Context: The Jerdon’s narrow-mouthed frog (Uperodon montanus) could once be 
spotted leaping over slippery pebbles or peeking from behind rocks in the shallows of 
streams in the upper reaches of the Western Ghats.
● But since it was last studied in 1934 by a British scientist, the species faded into 

oblivion, rarely spotted by residents and researchers or wrongly identified as 
other amphibians that look similar.

Key Points
● Uperodon montanus, also known as Jerdon's narrow-mouthed frog, Jerdon's 

ramanella, mountain dot frog, mountain globular frog, or Malabar Hill frog, is a 
species of narrow-mouthed frog (family Microhylidae) endemic to the Western 
Ghats of India.

● The frogs have a longish snout, which gives it its name, and shiny brown skin 
with darker brown, red and golden spots on the back and head.

● They are found in rock pools or tree holes filled with rainwater.
● This frog is considered a montane species and is restricted to higher altitude 

ranges of 800-1,700 metres.
● They are distributed from near Wayanad south across the Palghat and the 

Shencottah gaps to the Agasthyamalai hills.
● It is classified as ‘Near Threatened’ in the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature Red List of Threatened Species. 
○ But researchers have been campaigning for it to be put under the 

‘Endangered’ group of species to aid conservation. 
● Its tadpoles are free-swimming and exotropic, which means they feed on other 

species.
● A majority of the amphibians have two different stages: Water-independent 

adult stage (feeding and breeding) and the aquatic larval stage (feeding) known 
as tadpoles.
○ These tadpoles/ larvae have completely different morphological 

appearance, feeding, habitat and ecology which is totally different from 
adults.
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Context: There are far more trees spread across semi-arid regions of Africa than 
previously thought, but the trees also store less carbon than some models have 
predicted. 
● A new study has taken inventory of nearly 10 billion trees in semi-arid 

sub-Saharan Africa.

Key Points
● The study detailed estimates of the amount of carbon stored in the ecosystem 

and found roughly 0.84 petagrams or 840 million tonnes of carbon are locked 
up in African drylands.

● The distribution of dryland trees and their density, cover, size, mass and 
carbon content is unknown at sub-continental to continental scales. This 
information is important for ecological protection, carbon accounting, climate 
mitigation and restoration efforts of dryland ecosystems.

● Having an accurate tree carbon estimate is essential for climate change 
projections, which are influenced by how long trees and other vegetation 
store carbon.

● This Carbon residence time is very short for grasses and bushes, which grow 
seasonally, but much longer for trees that grow for years. 
○ The residence time (RT) of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is 

defined as the average length of time that a molecule of CO2 remains 
in the atmosphere before being taken up by the oceans or terrestrial 
biosphere.

● Knowing how much carbon a landscape stores is dependent on knowing 
exactly what is growing there.

● Carbon is constantly cycling between the land, the atmosphere, the ocean, 
and back. Trees remove carbon dioxide — a greenhouse gas — from Earth’s 
atmosphere during photosynthesis and store it in their roots, trunks, branches, 
and leaves.

● For this reason, increasing tree cover is often suggested as a way to offset 
ever-increasing carbon emissions.






