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LIVE MINT

Coastal shipping to
get infrastructure
status: Sonowal

4

NEW DELHI

he union ministry for
ports, shipping and
waterways has proposed

giving infrastructure status to
coastalshipping, a government
priority. The status entitles a
sector to several benefits and
concessions, including cheaper
bank loans. Inaninterview, the
Union minister of ports, ship-
ping and waterways, Sarba-
nanda Sonowal, said the minis
try is holding stakeholdercon-
sultations for developing
coastal shipping in a public-pri
vate partnership mode.

He also said that stakeholder
consultation is underway for
proposed viability-gap funding
(VGF) for coastal shipping
when ships move between
portswithinacountry.

Onthedevel-
opmentofCha-
bahar Port, the
minister said
Iran and India are moving
toward finalization of the
amended provisions of the
long-term contract. Edited
excerpls:

There has been a major
push on shipping and
waterways. What has been
the progress?

INTERVIEW

Sarbananda Sonowal, Union
minister of ports, shipping and
waterways MINT

Our aim is to boost the per-
formance and productivity of
ports,shippingand waterways
and tostrengthen our position
ofeminence in the global mari-
time sector. Targets set out in
Maritime India Vision-2030
provide a clear roadmap for
bringing all-round improve-
ment in port
modernization
and automa-
tion, coastal
shipping, shipbuilding, ship
repair, transition torenewable
energy, increasing share of
Indian seafarers across the
globe, improving vessel turn-
around time, developing tran-
shipment hubs, cruise shipping
and augmenting capacities at

TURNTOPAGE &6

INFRASTRUCTURE S
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: The union ministry for ports, shipping and waterways has proposed giving
infrastructure status to coastal shipping, a government priority.

The status entitles a sector to several benefits and concessions, including cheaper bank
loans.
Infrastructure status granted by the finance ministry.

Significance of Infrastructure status

It includes the logistics sector in the master list of infrastructure sub-sectors under a
new head ‘Transport and Logistics’.
Minimum investment and area requirements to get the infrastructure tag for each
category like multi-modal logistics park, cold chain facility and warehousing facility have
been clearly defined.
This makes it easier for companies operating within these segments to raise long-term
credit from banks and other financial institutions at lower rates.
The inclusion also makes it easier for logistics companies to -

o Access larger amounts of funds as External Commercial Borrowings (ECB)

o Access longer-tenure funds from insurance companies and pension funds

o  Be eligible to borrow from India Infrastructure Financing Company Limited

(IIFCL)

It also helps attract foreign investments.
This also means that development firms with larger land parcels can utilise their excess
land holdings to develop more infrastructure facilities, thereby boosting the supply of
warehousing facilities.
The coupled with easier access to capital will eventually bring down the cost of
logistics.
The LPI measures the state of trade and logistics based on parameters like customs,
infrastructure, international shipments, logistics quality and competence, tracking and
tracing and timeliness.




ECONOMIC h RADIO SPECTRUM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure)

DOT to Allocate Context: The department of telecommunications (DoT) has decided to allocate 10 MHz spectrum in
806-824 MHz band to the ministry of home affairs (MHA).

MHA S ectrum e The ministry requires spectrum for its connectivity needs, including for walkie-talkie
p operations and setting up an exclusive captive mobile network.

These airwaves could not have been put to auction since the spectrum band to be reserved
was not identified for international mobile telecommunications (IMT) usage.

New Delhi: The department
of telecommunications (DoT)
has decided toallocate 10 MHz | Radio Spectrum

spectrum in 806-824 MHzband ° About: The radio spectrum (also known as Radio Frequency or RF) is a part of the electromagnetic
to the ministry of home affa- spectrum, electromagnetic waves in this frequency range are called radio frequency bands or simply
irs(M HA). _ ‘radio waves'.

The ministry requires spec-
trum for its connectivity ne-
eds, including for walkie-tal-
kie operations and setting up Range: RF bands spread in the range between 30 kHz and 300 GHz (alternative point of view offers
an exclusive captive mobile coverage 3 KHz — 300 GHz).

Il_CtWOI’}(‘ said offi- Regulation: To prevent interference between different users, the generation and transmission of radio
cials with knowled- frequency bands is strictly regulated by national laws, coordinated by an international body, the

ge of , or. ) . .
“’( f t.he. n_’nattu International Telecommunication Union (ITU).
'hese airwaves co-

uld not have been put to auc-
tion since the spectrum band

to be reserved was not identi- =2 7 A
fied for international mobile =S é’ N
telecommunications (IMT) e i d

usage, they said. radio,
¢ = - - — AM radio, UHF television, satellite astronomy,
\/VC ha\e (IOCI(IC(l tO I CSOI \'O maritime radio, maritime radio, aviation radio shortwave VHF television, mobile phones, communi- satellite, com-
806'816 \] }_17 f()l' 1\1}1 A tbl' 1tS‘ navigation navigation navigation radio FM radio GPS, Wi-Fi, 4G cations, Wi-Fi munications
connectivity requirements in VLF LF MF HF VHF UHF SHF EHF
the 806-824 MHz band, which is
a non-IMT band,” an official 100 km 10 km 1km 10m 1m 1cm 1mm

told ET on condition of anony- || < "ncreasingwavelength Deeemasieo 5
]‘I’l]t\" Kil’an Rathee ~ 3 kHz 30 kHz 300 kHz 30 MHz 300 MHz 30 GHz 300 GHz

o Radio waves have the longest wavelengths in the electromagnetic spectrum. These were
discovered by Heinrich Hertz in the late 1880s.




DIR-V PROGRAM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure)

RISC-V is becoming a global movement, in which India will play a leading role:
MoS Rajeev Chandrasekhar

Context: Union Minister of State for Skill Development & Entrepreneurship and Electronics & IT said Indian startups using RISC-V
have tremendous opportunities for developing products, devices and Al solutions with global companies like Tenstorrent evincing
interest for collaborations.

Digital India RISC-V (DIR-V) Program
e About: The RISC-V, an open-source instruction set architecture (ISA) is being increasingly used for innovations, particularly
when it comes to emerging and rapidly developing Al solutions.
® Obijectives: Its overall aim is to enable the creation of Microprocessors for the future in India, for the world and achieve
industry-grade silicon and Design wins by December 2023.

o  The government has set a timeline to commercially roll out the first indigenous chipsets by 2023-24 and future
generation of microprocessors under the programme to meet the surging demand in semiconductors in the
automotive, mobility and computing segments.

Features:

o It will consolidate and leverage the ongoing efforts in the country with an integrated multi-institutional and
multi-location team.

It will finalise the formal architecture and target performance of chipsets, support original equipment makers and
design wins in India and abroad.

It is part of the government's Rs 76,000 crore effort to build a semiconductor ecosystem in the country.

It will see partnerships between Startups, Academia and Multinationals, to make India not only a RISC-V Talent Hub
for the World but also supplier of RISC-V System on Chips for Servers, Mobile devices, Automotive and
Microcontrollers across the globe.

It will catalyse the design innovation in the country and will encourage the several domestic startups working in
RISC-V domains like- micro architecture design, verification and security aspects.




BUSINESS
STANDARD

DAIRY AND LIVESTOCK SECTOR
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Agriculture)

Dairyimports may be allowed afteradecade

India usually imports high-value milk products but not mass-consumed items

SANJEEB MUKHERIEE & AGENCIES
New Delhi, 5 April

After more than adecade, India may lookat
importingdairy products, ifneeded, asthereisa
supply constraint forsuchitemsduetomilk
production remaining stagnantin the last fiscal

year, Animal Husbandry and Dairy Secretary Rajesh

Kumar Singhtold reporterson Wednesday.

Indialastimported major dairy productsin 2011,

news agency PTIreported.

Indiausuallyimports
high-value milk products
like casein or specialty
cheesebut not mass-
consumed items, suchas
butterand gheeoreven
skimmed milk powder.

“Thegovernment will
intervene toimportdairy
productslike butter and
ghee, ifrequired, after assessing the stock position
ofmilkin thesouthernstates, where the flushing
(peak production) season hasstarted now,” P11
quoted Singh.

Milkoutputin the country wasat 221 million
tonnes (mt)in2021-22, up 6.25 per cent, from 208 mt
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WHAT PUSHED
INDIATO
CONSIDER
IMPORTING
DAIRY PRODUCTS?

PRICES HEATIN

CPImilkinflation trend (in % YoY)
9.65 | 10

3.81

: Vi
Feb '22 Feb '3
Note: Combined inflation for liquid
milk Source: MoSPI

inthe previousyear, accordingto official data.
MilkpricesinIndiahaveincreased 12-15 percent
inthelast15months. Experts said the hikeswon’t
haltbefore September-October2023.
‘The Consumer Price Index-based inflation in
milkhas risen from 3.81 per centin February 2022to
9.65per cent in February 2023, according tothelast

PRODUCTION
PANGS

) India’s milk output
stood at221 mtin
2021-22, as against 208
mtin previousyear

) Milk production
remained stagnantin
FY23 due to lumpyskin
disease in cattle, while
domestic demand grew
8-10%

) Lumpyskin disease
killed189,000 cattle
lastyear

availabledata.

Singhsaid the country’s milk production
remained stagnantin 2022-23 due tolumpyskin
diseasein cattle, while domestic demand grew 8-10
per centin the same period because of rebound in
post-pandemicdemand.

Turn to Page 6 )

India's Exports of Dairy Products

S Million
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Dairy products (Value Smn)

Annual growth (%)

Context: After more than a decade, India may look at importing
dairy products, if needed, as there is a supply constraint for such
items due to milk production remaining stagnant in the last fiscal
year.
e India last imported major dairy products in 2011.
e India usually imports high value milk products like casein or
specialty cheese but not mass consumed items, such as
butter and ghee or even skimmed milk powder.

Dairy and livestock sector of India
e Dairy: It is the single largest agricultural commodity
contributing 5 percent of the national economy and
employing more than 8 crore farmers directly.

o India is ranked 1st in milk production contributing 23
percent of global milk production.

The top 5 milk-producing states are: Uttar Pradesh

(14.9%, 31.4 MMT), Rajasthan (14.6%, 30.7 MMT),

Madhya Pradesh (8.6%, 18.0 MMT), Gujarat (7.6%,

15.9 MMT) and Andhra Pradesh (7.0%, 14.7 MMT).
Livestock Sector: It is an important subsector of agriculture
in the Indian economy. It grew at a CAGR of 8.15 per cent
during 2014-15 to 2019-20 (at constant prices).

o  As per the estimates of National Accounts Statistics
(NAS) 2020 for sector wise GVA of agriculture and
allied sectors, the contribution of livestock in total
agriculture and allied sector GVA (at constant prices)
has increased from 24.32 per cent (2014-15) to 29.35
per cent (2019-20).

Livestock sector contributed 4.35 percent of total
GVA in 2019-20.




POINT OF ORDER
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity)

Determination of Point of Order raised on March 13, 2023 by Hon'ble Leader of
Opposition Shri Mallikarjun Kharge

Context: There are some remarks by the Rajya Sabha Chairman in House on Point of Order raised by the Leader
of Opposition in Rajya Sabha.

e On March 13, 2023, the Hon'ble Leader of Opposition responding to the assertions of the Leader of the
House, who demanded apology for “the shameless way by which a senior leader of the opposition in a
foreign country has attacked the democracy of India, insulted the Parliament of India” raised a Point of
Order that there could be no discussion/reflections in the Rajya Sabha on or about a Member of the Lok
Sabha or anyone who is not a member of the Rajya Sabha.

Point of Order
e About: A Member can raise a point of order when the proceedings of the House do not follow the normal
rules of procedure.
Key Features: A point of order should relate to the interpretation or enforcement of the Rules of the House
or such articles of the Constitution that regulate the business of the House and should raise a question that
is within the cognizance of the Speaker.
o Itis usually raised by an opposition member in order to control the government.
o Itis an extraordinary device as it suspends the proceedings before the House.
© No debate is allowed on a point of order.
e Nodal Authority: Speaker/Chairman is the final decision making authority.




DTE

Expenditure on treatment of mental illness pushes 20% Indian
households into poverty, finds new study

Critical need to provide financial risk protection to reduce the monetary impact of healthcare expenditure on mental illness
among households in India, says paper

NEXT NEWS >

Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2017: The Act
acknowledges mental illness as a disability and seeks to
enhance the Rights and Entitlements of the Disabled
and provide an effective mechanism for ensuring their
empowerment and inclusion in society
Kiran Helpline: The helpline aims to provide early
screening, first-aid, psychological support, distress
management, mental well-being, and psychological
crisis management and will be managed by the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD).
SAATHI: It is a South-Asian Mental Health Outreach
Program of ASHA International that aims to:
o Promote awareness about mental health and
emotional wellbeing
Improve access to care.

MENTAL ILLNESSES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Health

Context: As many as 20 per cent of Indian households become poor as a result of spending
money for treatment of mental illnesses, a new research paper has highlighted.

Mental illness, also called mental health disorders, refers to a wide range of mental
health conditions - disorders that affect your mood, thinking and behavior.
Examples of mental illness include depression, anxiety disorders, schizophrenia,
eating disorders and addictive behaviors.

Key Points

This study estimated the out-of-pocket expenditure (OOPE), catastrophic health
expenditure (CHE), and poverty impact due to mental illness in India.
o OOPE usually refers to expenses that one has to pay for with their own
money rather than an alternative source.
CHE is money spent on healthcare that exceeds some specified critical level
of tolerance or threshold from the household total income in a given
specified period.
In India, mental iliness constitutes one-sixth of all health-related disorders.
There have been rising cases of mental issues in India, particularly depression,
anxiety, bipolar disorders and schizophrenia, and suicide being a leading cause of
deaths among young people.
The National Mental Health Policy 2014 and the Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 have
proposed several steps to combat mental illnesses through promoting awareness,
ending the stigma associated and provision of good quality and affordable care for
mental illnesses in the country.

Government Initiatives

National Mental Health Programme (NMHP) in 1982: To ensure the availability and
accessibility of minimum mental healthcare for all in the foreseeable future,
particularly to the most vulnerable and underprivileged sections of the population.
Mental Healthcare Act, 2017: The most significant provision in the act was
“advanced directives”, which allowed individuals with mental illnesses to decide the
course of their treatment and also appoint someone to be their representative.
Manodarpan Initiative: An initiative under Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan aims to
provide psychosocial support to students for their mental health and well-being.
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INTERNATIONAL FINANCE CORPORATION

Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International Organisations

IFC says to stop funding new
coal related infra projects

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The International Finance
Corporation (IFC), the
private sector arm of The
World Bank, has said it will
not support investments in
new coal related projects.
The IFC funds banks and
other financial institutions
that in turn lend to infras-
tructure and energy pro-
jects. The IFC has report-
edly lent close to $5 billion
to almost 88 financial insti-
tutions in India.

Agreement ambitions...
under which IFC will start
requiring a commitment
from financial institution
clients to not originate and

In 2020, the IFC had un-
veiled a policy requiring
clients to cut their expo-
sure to coal projects by half
by 2025, and to zero by
2030, but did not halt new
investments. The latest up-
date disallows this too.

“We filed the first ever
case... over IFC’s support
to a financial intermediary
client backing coal in India
in 2011,” noted Joe Athialy
of the Centre for Financial
Accountability. “It has ta-
ken 13 years for the IFC to
finally end support for new

“This year (2023) IFC, is
taking the next step toward
alignment  with Paris

coal. In the meanwhile,
communities got scattered,
their livelihoods stolen.”

finance any new coal pro-
jects,” the lender said in a
statement on its website.

o Its goals are to increase sustainable agriculture
opportunities, improve healthcare and education,
increase access to financing for microfinance and
business clients, advance infrastructure, help small
businesses grow revenues, and invest in climate
health.

It offers an array of debt and equity financing
services and helps companies face their risk
exposures while refraining from participating in a
management capacity.

It advises governments on building infrastructure
and partnerships to further support private sector
development.

Context: The International Finance Corporation (IFC), the private sector
arm of The World Bank, has said it will not support investments in new coal
projects.

The IFC has reportedly lent close to $5 billion to almost 88 financial
institutions in India.

In 2020, the IFC had unveiled a policy requiring clients to reduce
their exposure to coal projects by half by 2025, and to zero by
2030, but did not prevent new investments. The latest update
disallows this too.

International Finance Corporation (IFC)

About: It is an international financial institution that offers
investment, advisory, and asset management services to
encourage private sector development in developing countries.

o It is a member of the World Bank Group and is
headquartered in Washington, D.C., United States.

Origin: It was established in 1956 as the private sector arm of the
World Bank Group to advance economic development by investing
in strictly for-profit and commercial projects that purport to
reduce poverty and promote development.

Governance: The IFC is owned and governed by its member
countries, but has its own executive leadership and staff that
conduct its normal business operations.

o It is a corporation whose shareholders are member
governments that provide paid-in capital and which have
the right to vote on its matters.

Roles and functions: Since 2009, the IFC has focused on a set of
development goals that its projects are expected to target.
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India elected to
UN stats panel
for 4-year term

New Delhi: ndia hasbeenelected
to the UN Staustical Commission
for a four-year term. A second
candidate s yet to bedecided be-
tween South Korea and Chma and
the balloting process will resume
later in the day (local time) for
electing the remaining Asia
Pacific states member, PTl re-
ported from the UNL

“India elected to the highest
UN staustical body for a 4-year
term beginning on 1 January
20241", Jaishankar tweeted on
Wednesday. “Congrats Team
@IndiaUNNewYork for coming
through so sttongly i acompeti-
ave election. India's expertise in
the hield of statistics, diversity & de-
mography has eamed it a seat on
the UN Statis tical Commission.”

Sources saxd India won inthe
just-completed UN Statstical
Commission election, securing 46
out of 53 votes, ahead of South
Korea (23)China (19), and the
UAE (15). “In brief, victory for
India. This was a multi-comered
election (with ) four candidates for
two seats,” thesource said. ENS

UN STATISTICAL COMMISSION

Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International Organisations

Context: India has been elected to the UN Statistical Commission for a four-year term.
® A second candidate is yet to be decided between South Korea and China and the balloting process
will resume later in the day (local time) for electing the remaining Asia Pacific states member.

United Nations Statistical Commission (StatCom)
e About: It is a Functional Commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council,
established in 1947.
Functions: The Statistical Commission oversees the work of the United Nations Statistics
Division (UNSD).
Members: Its 24 member states are elected by the Economic and Social Council on the basis of
the following geographical distribution: African states (5), Asian States (4), Eastern European
States (4), Latin American and Caribbean States (4), Western European and other States (7).
o  Since July 1999 the Commission meets every year.
Terms of reference: As set forth by the Economic and Social Council, in the terms of reference,
the Commission shall assist the Council:
o In promoting the development of national statistics and the improvement of their
comparability;
In the coordination of the statistical work of specialized agencies;
In the development of the central statistical services of the Secretariat;
In advising the organs of the United Nations on general questions relating to the
collection, analysis and dissemination of statistical information;
o In promoting the improvement of statistics and statistical methods generally.
e  Subunits: One of the best known subunits of the Statistics Division is the United Nations Group

of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN), also known as the United Nations Conference
on the Standardization of Geographical Names (UNCSGN).
o This unit attempts to standardize the names of locations across languages, alphabets,

and cultures.




LATERAL FLOW IMMUNOASSAY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

can identify thz, infection at ear \

New method of visual detectim‘x of SAF{S{QV

Context: A new sandwich based lateral flow immunoassay (LFIA)
for the detection of Receptor Binding Domain (RBD) of severe
acute respiratory syndrome-coronavirus-2(SARS-CoV-2) could
provide an efficient substitute for RT-PCR tests.

Positive _R G

samples ﬂ-

Negative
samples

Key Points

® |t can detect that RBD antigen of the SARS-CoV-2 at an early
stage of infection with a visual line of detection (LOD).
Popularly used gold standard techniques such as RT-PCR and
ELISA are usually time-consuming, require skilled labor,
specific equipment and are not feasible for on-site detection.
The developed LFIA working on the principle of
antigen-antibody interaction holds the potential to be used
for detection of SARS-CoV-2 without any requirement of
skilled personnel and subsequently reduce the spread of the
virus.
The developed LFIA strips can be useful as a portable, point @

COVID-19 Patient
sample collection

Measurement of the RGB intensity in a
smartphone based application

Patient’s sample in
VTM media

of care device (PoC) for on-site detection of SARS-CoV-2
particularly at home or even in rural areas. Moreover, the
cost of LFIA strips is much less as compared to standard
RT-PCR test making it a more economical option for people
who cannot afford the RT-PCR test.=

Sample
1

A i . Z> Samplc
! Control line

Test line

1
Smartphone

1
LFIA strip
Addition of sample
on LFIA strip

1
LFIA strip
Capturing the image of test line of the LFIA
strip and analysis by Color Grab app
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ISRAEL RAIDS AL-AQSA, ROCKETS FIRED FROM GAZA

R

h sraeli police raided Jerusalem’s
Al-Agsa mosque before dawn on
Wednesday to try to clear groups it
said were barricaded inside, leading
to clashes and triggering an
exchange of crosshorder fire with
Gaza. The incident came during the
month of Ramzan and on the eve of
the Jewish Passover, stoking fears of
further violence at the mosque
compound, a flashpoint in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Palestinian
militants fired at least nine rockets
from Gaza into Israel, prompting air
strikes from Israel which hit what it
said were weapon production sites
for the Islamist group Hamas. Hamas
8 did not claim responsibility for the

S rocket attacks but said they were a

2 response to the raid on Al-Agsa,
where clashes in 2021 set off a 10-day
war with Gaza. reuTers

In 1947, the UN drew
up a partition plan
to separate historical
Palestine, then under
British control, into two
states: one for Jews, and
one for Palestinians

Jerusalem,
which houses the
al-Aqsa compound,
fellunder the
administration of

P
s

.- -~

.

~

-

Jerusalem

AL-AQSA MOSQUE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Places in News)

Context: Israeli police raided Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa mosque before dawn to
try to clear groups it said were barricaded inside, leading to clashes and
triggering an exchange of crossborder fire with Gaza.
e The mosque’s complex is the reason for the conflict between Israel
& Palestine (Islam & Judaism).
e Al-Agsa Mosque is one of Islam’s most revered locations, and the
Temple Mount is the holiest site in Judaism.

Al-Aqsa Mosque
e About: Al-Agsa Mosque, located in the Old City of Jerusalem,
is the third holiest site in Islam.

o  The mosque was built on top of the Temple Mount,
known as the Al Aqsa Compound or Haram esh-Sharif
in Islam.

Background: Muslims believe that Muhammad was
transported from the Great Mosque of Mecca to al-Aqsa
during the Night Journey.

o Islamic tradition holds that Muhammad led prayers
towards this site until the 16th or 17th month after his
migration from Mecca to Medina, when Allah directed
him to turn towards the Kaaba in Mecca

Location: The site is part of the Old City of Jerusalem, sacred
to Christians, Jews and Muslims.

o The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), has classified the Old
City of Jerusalem and its walls as a World Heritage
Site.
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