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THE HINDU ‘

Ask CWMA to reconsider Cauvery
water release order: Karnataka to SC

The State tells Supreme Count that the southwest monsoon has failed miserably; says the CWMA had not considered
the fact that distress in the Cauvery basin could not be assessed solely on the basis of inflows into four reservoirs

o S qutndll Put aside politics, stand

be e g (8 | together: Siddaramaiah

I vernment on Wed-  § iy 3 A
nesday moved the S ;
Supreme Court for a direc- ACTREY, The Hindu Bureau question of releasing

tion to the Cauvery Water i ool Y BENGALURU water. Put aside party
Management ~ Authority &= e . ] politics and stand
(CWMA) to reconsider its e e o Reiterating that Karnataka  together,” he said.
September 18 decision to {1 s 8 —— will not release Cauvery The Chief Minister and
ensure a flow of 5,000 cu- ) water, Chief Minister Deputy Chief Minister,
secs of river water to Tamil ’ Siddaramaiah urged who were scheduled to
Nadu till September 29, Members of Parliament meet Jal Shakti Minister
The State urged the from the State toputaside ~ Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
court to direct the CWMA 5 politics and speak together ~ on Wednesday, would
to reconsider its decision  Aview ofthe Cauveryin Mandya district. The southwest monsoon ~~ as one voice. “Thereisno  meet him on Thursday.
of September 18 after tak-  which feeds the catchment in Kamataka has failed miserably,
ing a fresh recommenda-
tion from the Cauvery Wa- ~ has failed miserably. Even ~ where flows are accounta-  3,10,404 cusecs as against Karnataka said the
ter Regulation Committee. ~ at the reservoir level, ble, shortfall and distress 291,000 cusecs. CWMA had not considered
“This water year of which coversa partofthe would be much more than “Therefore, Karnataka the fact that distress in the
202324 has begun on a  catchment, the shortfallis ~ 53.42%,” the Karnataka ap-  has ensured 19,404 cusecs ~ Cauvery basin could not be
bad note. The southwest 53.42%. If the shortfall is ~plication said. more than what the CWMA  assessed solely on the basis
monsoon which feeds the  considered up to the inter- Karnataka said it had had ordered,” its applica- ~of inflows into four reser-
catchment in Karnataka ~State border Biligunduluy, cumulatively  ensured tion underscored. voirs.

, Chonne@

CWMA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

Context: The Karnataka government recently approached the Supreme Court,
requesting the Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) to review its
decision made on September 18, which mandated a flow of 5,000 cusecs of river
water to Tamil Nadu until September 29.

Cauvery Water Management Authority CWMA

* |t has been created as per the Cauvery Management Scheme earlier framed
by the Centre and approved by the Supreme Court.
Formation: February 2018 by instructions of the Supreme Court
Composition: Chairman, a secretary and eight members.
Out of the eight members, two will be full time, while two will be part-time
members from the center’s side.
Rest four will be part-time members from the states.
Functions: To ensure the enforcement and adherence to the directives of
the Supreme Court concerning the "storage, allocation, management, and
oversight of Cauvery waters."
o It will also offer guidance to the states on implementing measures to

enhance the efficiency of water utilization.

Cauvery

* About: It is the largest river in the Karnatka state.

* Known as: Dakshina Ganga (the Ganges of the South) and considered one
of the sacred rivers of India.
Origin: Bramahagiri Hills near Madikeri in Coorg.
Tributaries: Harangi, Hemavathi, Lakshmanatirtha, Kabini, Shimsha,
Arkavati, Suvarnavathi or Honnuholé, Bhavani, Lokapavani, Noyyal.




IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT

INDIAN EXPRESS (Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — International Relations)

President Raisiof Iran uries UStoshow
itwants toretumto 2015 nuclear deal

Biden, Netanyahu
alsohold talks,
vow tonormalise
Israel-Saudi ties

AGENCIES

UNITEDNATIONS, SEPT20

[RANS PRESIDENT Ebrahim Raisi
said Tuesday thathiscountrywill
Mever give up its right “to have
peaceful nuclear energy" and
urged the United States “to
demonstrate in a verifiable fash
ion”that it wants to retum tothe
2015nuclear deal
Addressing the annual megt-
ing of the UN Ceneral Assembly,
Raisi said the American with-
(rawal from the deal trampledon
UScommitmentsandwas ‘anin
appropriate response” to lran's
fulfillment ofts commitments.
Then-President  Donald
Trumpunilaterally pulled the US
outoftheaccordin2018,restor-
ing crippling sanctions. Iran be-
gan breaking the terms a year
later and formal talks in Vienna
to try to restart the deal col-

(Right)srael's Ambassador
tothe UN Gilad Erdan shows
asignin supportof Iranian
women as Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi (above) began
addressing the 78th Session
ofthe UN General
Assemblyin New York, Reuters

lapsed in August 2022,
Iranhaslong denied ever seek
ingnuclear weapons and contin-
vestoinsistthatitsprogramisen-
tirely for peaceful purposes
points Raisi reiterated Tuesday
tefling the highlevel meeting that
“Nuiclear weapons have no place
inthe defensive doctrineand the
military doctrine" of the country.
Meanwhile, US President joe
Biden and lsraeli PM Benjamin

Netanyahu pledged Wednesday
towork together toward a land-
mark pact toforge diplomatic ies
Detweensraeland Saudi Arabia,
Meeting forthefirsttimesince
Netanyahu retumed to powerin
December, bothleaders signalled
adesiretoeasestrainsintheire-
lationship, but Biden also made
clear he was determined to dis
cusstheirdifferences.
USofficials expectedefforts to

counterlran's uclear program to
beraised intheir conversations.
ThelAEA directorgeneralalso
said Monday he asked to meet
Raisitotry toreverse Tefran'sun-
called for ban on “a very sizable
chunk”of theagency sinspectors.
Raisi made nomentionof the
AEAinspectorsbutthe European
Unionissuedastatement Tuesday
saying its top diplomat, Josep
Borrell,metIran Foreign Minister

Curbing
Tehran's
® n-arsenal

EXPLAINED

AFTERTAKING officein
January 2021, Joe Biden
tried tonegotiate arevival
ofthe nuclear pactunder
whichlran had curbed its
Nuclear programinretum
forrelie from US, EUand
UN sanctions, US and
European offcials have
beensearching forwaysto
curb Tehran's nuclear ac-
fivitiessince breakdown
ofindirect American
Iranian talksa year ago.

Tuesday and raised nuclear deal
andtheinspectorsaswel aslran's
arbitrary detention of many EU
(itizens as well as dual nationals.

Jsragl's UN Ambassador Gilad
Erdan walked out of the assem
bly hall when Raisi got up to
speak camying asignwitha pic-
ture of Mahsa Amini, the 22-
yearold  Kurdish-lranian
womanwho died in police cus-
tody in lran last year,

Context: Iran's President recently said that his country will never give
up its right to have peaceful nuclear energy and urged the United
States to demonstrate in a verifiable fashion that it wants to return to
the 2015 nuclear deal.

Iran Nuclear Agreement

About: It is a landmark accord reached between Iran and several
world powers, including the United States, in July 2015, effective
from 2016.

Also known as: Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Agreement: Iran agreed to dismantle much of its nuclear program
and open its facilities to more extensive international inspections
in exchange for billions of dollars’” worth of sanctions relief.

o It also agreed to implement a protocol that would allow
inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) to access its nuclear sites to ensure Iran would not be
able to develop nuclear weapons in secret.

Brokered by: 5 permanent members of the UN Security Council
(China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States)
and Germany—collectively known as the P5+1. The European

Union also took part.

Withdrawal of USA: Former President Donald Trump withdrew the

United States from it in 2018.

Significance _of JCPOA for India: Energy security,
connectivity, Peaceful environment etc.

Regional
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Sudan conflict fallout: Over 1,200 children have died in country
amid healthcare crisis, says UN

Mediterranean

;

SUDAN CONFLICT

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International Relations)

Context: More than 1,200 children under the age of five died in Sudan from suspected
measles and malnutrition in nine camps in White Nile State recently, according to United
Nations agencies.

Sudan

* About: It is a country in Northeast Africa and is Africa's third-largest country by
area and the third-largest by area in the Arab League.

* Capital: Khartoum.

* Border: Central African Republic to the southwest, Chad to the west, Egypt to the
north, Eritrea to the northeast, Ethiopia to the southeast, Libya to the northwest, South
Sudan to the south, and the Red Sea.

Sudan Conflict

* 2019 Coup: Former Sudanese dictator Omar al-Bashir, an ex-army officer, came to
power in a military coup.

o Transitional Government: Initially, the military refused to give up power. But as
popular protests continued, they agreed to take part in a transitional government
made up of both civilian forces and army officers. The transitional government was
supposed to remain in charge until democratic elections could be held in 2023.

* 2021 Coup: There were growing divisions within both the civilian and military sides, as
well as increased competition between them. In 2021, the military element of the
civilian-military coalition seized full control of the country.

o In 2021, the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF), led by General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan,
took control of the government in a military coup.

o The Rapid Support Forces (RSF), led by General Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo has
worked alongside the Sudanese army to help keep the military in power.

* Recent Crisis between SAF and RSF: The SAF leader Burhan is more inclined towards a
transition to civilian rule under international pressure while RSF leader opposed this.
Moreover, Burhan wants the RSF to come under a unified command of the SAF.
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ADB REPORT

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 —IR)

ADB lowers, Ind-Ra raises

S&P Global Market intelligence
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Context: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) recently revised India's growth forecast
for FY24 to 6.3 per cent, a change of 10 basis points, attributing it to erratic monsoon
patterns that are likely to affect agricultural output.

Key Points of ADB Report

India's economic growth is anticipated to be bolstered by robust private
consumption and increases in both public and private investment.

The inflation forecast for India in FY24 has been adjusted to 5.5 percent, an
increase from the earlier projection of 5 percent.

Adverse weather conditions led to a surge in food inflation in July, which in turn
contributed to an escalation in the overall inflation rate across South Asia.
According to the report, the prolonged drought in private capital expenditure is
displaying indications of revival, as fresh projects are emerging in states such as
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Odisha, spanning a range of sectors such
as textiles, steel, and power.

Asian Development Bank (ADB)

Formation: 1966.

Objective: It envisions a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and

the Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty in the region.

Headquarters: Manila, Philippines.

Members: 68 members including India, China and Pakistan.

o The bank admits the members of the UN Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly the Economic Commission for Asia
and the Far East or ECAFE), and nonregional developed countries.

Largest capital contribution and voting rights: Japan and the United States (have

equal and largest)>China>India>Australia.
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TIMES OF INDIA ; VANADIUM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1- Geography)

. . ) Context: Vanadium, a critical raw material for many industrial
After lithium in KaShmlI‘, rare metal applications, has been found recently in sediment samples collected

vanadium, key for batteries, found off Gujarat |from the Gulf of Khambhat in Gujarat.

coast Vanadium

CRITICAL * About: It is a critical raw material for strategic sectors such as
OUR GROWING defence and aerospace.
DEPENDENCE ON

MI N ERALS CRITICAL MINERALS It IS_harder than most metals and exhibits good corrosion resistance
against alkalis and acids.

IW HAT ARE Minerals deemed critical vary by country. The United States classifies 35 minerals as critical because they are: OCCU rrence: Va ri ous m | nera |S, COa l; an d pet ro l eu m; vana d | um iS t h e

CRITIGAL ° essential to economic and national security,

MINERALS? * from vinerable supply chains, o 22nd most abundant element in Earth’s crust.

+ akey part of the manufacturing of a product. '

ety O CRISTaAL CRITICAL MINERALS ARE EVERYWHERE

MINERALS

o It is found in over 60 different minerals, including vanadinite,
carnotite, roscoelite, and patronite.

Largest Resources of Vanadium: South Africa and Russia.
Traces in minerals like: Vanadinite, carnotite, roscoelite, and
patronite, are known to contain this element.
Traces in India: Arunachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha, and
Maharashtra
Used For: Making critical electronic components, vanadium redox
flow batteries.

Gulf of Khambhat
Location: South of the Gulf of Kutch
Major East-Flowing Rivers: Narmada and Tapti
Earlier known as: Gulf of Cambay
There are some coral reefs around small inlets in the western part
of the Gulf.

Lithiur
used to Cre




HINDUSTAN TIMES

Biden, Netanyahu
welcome IMEC

Prashant Jha
etters@hbindustantimes.com

NEW YORK: US President Joe
Biden and Israel’'s PM Benjamin
Netanyahu have welcomed the
recent announcement of the
India-Middle East-Europe eco-
nomic corridor (IMEC) on the
sidelines of the G20 summit in
Delhi.

A White House readout of the
mecting between the two leaders
in New York on Wednesday noted
that they had spoken about
progress towards establishing "a
more integrated, prosperous, and
peaceful Middle East region,
inciluding through efforts to
deepen and expand normalisa-
don with countries in the region™.

In this backdrop. the White
House statement said. the two
leaders “welcomed the historic
announcement made at the G20
to develop the India Middle East
Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC) through the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Jordan. and Israel”. Biden
and Netanyahu also “discussed
how the project can benefit the

12U2 Group

entire Middle East region with
investment and new forms of col-
laboration across two continents.”™

Israel isn't an official part of the
IMEC initiative but has welcomed
the announcement separately,
and observers have linked it to the
quiet and public efforts underway
to establish normal diplomatic
ties between Israel and Saudi Ara-
bia. In its briefings on the corri-
dor, US officials have said the ini-
tiative is a part of the American
strategy to “lower the tempera-
ture” in the region and advance
connectivity.

Separately. on Thursday, 12U2

the grouping that includes
India, Israel, US and UAE — is
expected to make a major
announcement. The details of
what is to be unveiled haven't
been disclosed yet.

The Biden-Netanyahu meeting
came at a difficulr time in the
bilateral US-Israel relationship.
with Washington expressing con-
cern over what is widely seen as
the Isracli government’s attempts
to control the judiciary and its bel-
ligerence in West Bank.

* About: It is a new strategic partnership, It is also
referred to as the West Asian Quad/Middle East

Quad/New Quad.

Countries involved: India, Israel, the United Arab
Emirates, and the United States
Aim: To enhance cooperation and collaboration

in various areas

such as

water, energy,

transportation, space, health, and food security.
Objective of this Group: To promote economic

development, scientific innovation, and regional

stability.

Context: The US President and Israel's PM have recently welcomed the announcement
of the India-Middle East-Europe economic corridor (IMEC) on the sidelines of the G20

IMEC
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — IR)

summit in Delhi.

India — Middle East — Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)

About: The IMEC is being envisioned as a network of transport corridors, including
railway lines and sea lanes, that is expected to aid economic growth through

integration between Asia, the Arabian Gulf, and Europe.

Aim: The arrangement will include a railway route that, upon completion, will
provide a reliable and cost-effective cross-border ship-to-rail transit network to

supplement existing maritime and road transport routes.

Part of: The project is a part of the Partnership for Global Infrastructure

Investment (PGlI).

o PGIl is a collaborative effort by Group of Seven (G7) to fund infrastructure
projects in developing nations based on the trust principles of the Blue Dot

Network.

Countries involved: India, USA, Saudi Arabia, UAE, European Union, Italy, France

and Germany.

India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC)
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(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Round-up of One Week One Lab Programme of CSIR-NIScPR

Context: CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication and Policy Research (CSIR-NIScPR) has recently
accomplished its One Week One Lab (OWOL) Programme. During a week-long time period, NIScPR
conducted a series of events focused on different angles of Institute’s objectives and mandate.

‘ - ONE WEEK ONE LAB CAMPAIGN

One Week One Lab Campaign

Conducted by: CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication and Policy Research (CSIR-NIScPR).

It will highlight: India’s global excellence in technology, innovation and Start-ups.

Objectives: CSIR’s 37 constituent laboratories, spread nationwide, will showcase their legacy, exclusive

innovations and technological breakthroughs every successive week.

o During the campaign each CSIR lab shall be organizing week-long events including industry & start-
up meet, students connect, society connect, display of technologies, etc.
The campaign will focus on academia and skill development, where interested students from
varying domains get to know about the research activities and facilities of the CSIR laboratories and
get a connection with prospects.
Industries & MSMEs Meets are targeted to establish an understanding between Science and
Industry based on the requirement of the society or regional needs and to identify potential
industries for co-development of Next Gen technologies and products.

* Aim: To create networks of Govt- Academia-Industry for faster deliveries and deployments of
technologies.




EARTH'S MAGNETOSPHERE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 — Geogrpahy)

Context: Using the data from the Helium, Oxygen, Proton, and Electron (HOPE) Mass Spectrometer and Electric and Magnetic Field
Instrument Suite and Integrated Science (EMFISIS) instrument onboard the Radiation Belt Storm Probes (RBSP) spacecraft, scientists
conducted a statistical study of 22 substorm events for the period of 2018. They investigated the significant characteristics of magnetic field
depolarization.

Key Points

®* Magnetospheric substorm: It is a short-lived process that depends on the [JNE_—-—_=_
magnitude and direction of the Interplanetary Magnetic Field (IMF), solar wind
velocity, and on the solar wind dynamic pressure.
Substorm or brief disturbances in the Earth's magnetosphere and the resultant
magnetic field depolarization (reconfiguration of the local magnetic field from
stretched tail like to quasi-dipole like) increases heavy ion flux in the inner ra;,;wg:ns
magnetosphere, providing windows for understanding the change and improving
the accuracy of space weather forecasting in the future.

magnetosheath

magnetosphere <

Magnetosphere: -\ g - neural sheet
®* About: A magnetosphere is that area of space, around a planet, that is controlled ‘
by the planet's magnetic field.
Earth’s magnetosphere: The shape of the Earth's magnetosphere is the direct
result of being blasted by solar wind. The solar wind compresses its sunward side
to a distance of only 6 to 10 times the radius of the Earth. A supersonic shock wave
is created sunward of Earth called the Bow Shock.

magnetosphere <

Radiation Belt Storm Probes (RBSP) spacecraft: The Van Allen Probes, formerly known

as the Radiation Belt Storm Probes (RBSP), were two robotic spacecraft that were used

to study the Van Allen radiation belts that surround Earth. NASA conducted the Van ELEATIE
Allen Probes mission as part of the Living With a Star program.
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A new child needs to be enrolled in school every 2 seconds to
meet 2030 target: UNESCO

CHILD EDUCATION

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Justice)

Context: Slow progress on achieving the target of education for all set by the
United Nations (UN), coupled with socio-economic pressures in many parts of the
world, has widened the global educational gap in the last two years, according to
UNESCO.

Key Points

There are now 250 million children not enrolled in school, up by six million
since 2021.

Ensuring quality education for all is the fourth of the UN-mandated
Sustainable Development Goals.

A new child has to join school every two seconds from now to achieve the
2030 targets of this goal.

This progress has to be supported by “58 million additional children,
adolescents, and youth in school, and at least 1.7 million more primary school
teachers trained to provide quality education”, to attain SDG 4.

Four out of five countries have set a goal to advance teacher training and
professional development

Right to Education (RTE) in India

The Constitution (86" Amendment) Act, 2002 inserted Article 21-A in the
Constitution of India to provide free and compulsory education of all children
in the age group of six to fourteen years as a Fundamental Right in such a
manner as the State may, by law, determine.

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009,
which represents the consequential legislation envisaged under Article 21-A,
means that every child has a right to full time elementary education of
satisfactory and equitable quality in a formal school which satisfies certain
essential norms and standards.

Article 21-A and the RTE Act came into effect on 1 April 2010.




PTP-NER SCHEME

Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Govt. Policies & Interventions

TRIFED to launch Phase 2 of the ‘Promotion of Tribal Products for North East
Region” (PTP-NER 2.0) scheme from 21st September, 2023

During PTP-NTR 1.0, TRIFED reached out to over 2500 Artisans from 44 Tribes, empanelling 1056 and
identifyving 1465 for training capsules

Ovwver 3100 tribal products procured by TRIFED during Phase 1

Context: Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Ltd. (TRIFED) under Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
would be launching the phase 2 of the ‘Promotion of Tribal Products for North East Region’ (PTP-NER 2.0) scheme, from 21st
September to10th November, 2023.

e In this phase, 29 districts with as many teams of TRIFED, North Eastern Handicrafts and Handlooms Development
Corporation (NEHHDC) - Union Ministry of DoNER, and State Administration teams will travel the North East Region, to
once again reach out to tribal artisans and showcase their cultural richness and heritage not only to the Nation but
world over.

PTP-NER scheme
About: Ministry of Tribal Affairs have launched Marketing and Logistics Development for the Promotion of Tribal
Products from the North-Eastern Region (PTP-NER) for improving the lives of the talented artisans belonging to the
Northeast.
Type: Central Sector Scheme
Aim: To strengthen livelihood opportunities for tribal artisans through increased efficiency in procurement, logistics,
and marketing of tribal products from North Eastern States
States Covered: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, and Sikkim
Nodal Agency: Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation (TRIFED)
Key Features: Facilitates backwards and forward linkages through incubation support, aggregation, skill and
entrepreneurship development, sourcing and procurement, marketing, transportation, and publicity
Tribal Artisans Melas (TAMs): Central government to organize TAMs in April and May to showcase tribal products. The
empanelment of tribal artisans will be done directly or through Tribal Artisan Melas (TAMs).
Partners: North Eastern Handicrafts and Handlooms Development Corporation (NEHHDC), India Post and North Eastern

8 .
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