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RELIGIOUS CONVERSION AND ANTI-CONVERSION LAWS IN INDIA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social issues)

Context: Himachal Pradesh seeks to criminalise mass religious conversions.

Status of Anti-Conversion Laws in India

- Constitutional Provision: Article 25 guarantees the 

freedom to profess, propagate, and practise religion, 

and allows all religious sections to manage their own 

affairs in matters of religion; subject to public order, 

morality, and health.

- Existing Laws: There has been no central legislation 

restricting or regulating religious conversions.

Supreme Court Judgements on Marriage and Conversion

- Hadiya Judgement 2017: Neither the State nor the 

law can dictate a choice of partners or limit the free 

ability of every person to decide on these matters.

- Lily Thomas and Sarla Mudgal case: Religious 

conversions carried out without a bona fide belief 

and for the sole purpose of deriving some legal 

benefit do not hold water.

- Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case of Allahabad 

High Court 2020: The right to choose a partner or 

live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s 

fundamental right to life and liberty (Article 21).
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CORPORATE TAX IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: During 2021-22, corporate tax collections stood at Rs 7.23 lakh crore, a growth of over 58 per cent from 2020-21.

Corporation Tax

- The tax which is levied on the income of the domestic and 

foreign companies that arose in India. 

- It is levied on both the public and private companies 

registered under the Companies Act of 2013.

- The rate at which the tax is imposed as per the provisions 

of the Income Tax Act, 1961 is known as the Corporate Tax 

Rate.

Corporate tax in India:

- Under the new regime introduced in September 2019, the 

corporate tax rate for all existing companies was cut to 22 

per cent (without surcharge and cess) from 30 per cent 

earlier. 

- A tax rate of 15 per cent was announced under Section 

115BAB for newly incorporated domestic companies, 

which make fresh investment by March 31, 2023, for 

manufacturing, production, research or distribution of 

such articles or things manufactured. This was extended by 

one year in this year’s Budget to March 31, 2024.
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CPI-BASED INFLATION

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: Retail inflation in India dropped below the 7% mark for the first time in four months.

Consumer Price Index

- It measures price changes from the perspective of a retail buyer. 

- It is released by the National Statistical Office (NSO).

- It calculates the difference in the price of commodities and 

services such as food, medical care, education, electronics etc, 

which Indian consumers buy for use.

- It has several sub-groups including food and beverages, fuel and 

light, housing and clothing, bedding and footwear.

- Four types of CPI::

- CPI for Industrial Workers (IW): compiled by the Labour 

Bureau in the Ministry of Labour and Employment.

- CPI for Agricultural Labourer (AL): compiled by the Labour 

Bureau in the Ministry of Labour and Employment.

- CPI for Rural Labourer (RL): compiled by the Labour Bureau 

in the Ministry of Labour and Employment.

- CPI (Rural/Urban/Combined): compiled by the NSO in the 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.

- Base Year: 2012.

- The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) uses CPI data to control 

inflation. 

- In April 2014, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had adopted the CPI 

as its key measure of inflation.
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MEDICAL DEVICE POLICY 2022

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: The Department of Pharmaceuticals will shortly circulate a draft note of the proposed new Medical Device Policy 2022 for cabinet 
approval that will seek to turn India into a global manufacturing hub for medical devices.

 Draft National Policy for the Medical Devices, 2022

- Building Competitiveness through fiscal and financial support for stimulating the development of the local manufacturing ecosystem 

with private sector investments.

- Incentivise core technology projects and exports through tax refunds and rebates.

- Adopt Public-private partnerships to reduce the cost of healthcare and drive efficiency.

- Create a single-window clearance system for licensing medical devices.

- Identify critical suppliers and promote local sourcing.

- Encourage cross-industry collaboration.

- Increase the share of medical technology companies in research and development to around 50%.

- A dedicated fund for encouraging joint research involving existing industry players, reputed academic institutions and startups.

- Incorporate a framework for a coherent pricing regulation to make available quality and effective medical devices to all citizens at 

affordable prices.
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CHINA-TAIWAN ISSUE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - international relations)

Context: India called for “restraint” over Taiwan and cautioned against “any unilateral action to change the 
status quo.

India’s stand  on the Taiwan Issue

- Since 1949, India has accepted the One China policy that accepts Taiwan and Tibet as part of China.

- India uses the policy to make a diplomatic point: If India believes in “One China” policy, China should also believe in a “One India” policy.

India-Taiwan relations

- India's Act East Foreign Policy: to cultivate extensive ties with Taiwan in trade and investment as well as developing co-operation in science & technology, environment issues and people-to-people 

exchange.

- India-Taipei Association (ITA) and Taipei Economic and Cultural Centre (TECC) in New Delhi.

- India and Taiwan do not have formal diplomatic relations 

- Since 1995, both sides have maintained representative offices in each other’s capitals that function as de facto embassies.
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ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES ACT

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: The Centre has invoked the Essential Commodities Act of 1955 to ask States to monitor and verify the stocks 
available with traders.

Essential Commodities Act, 1955

- To regulate the production, supply and 

distribution of a whole host of commodities it 

declares ‘essential’ in order to make them 

available to consumers at fair prices.

- The list of items under the Act include drugs, 

fertilisers, pulses and edible oils, and petroleum 

and petroleum products.

- The Centre can include new commodities as and 

when the need arises, and take them off the list 

once the situation improves.

- Under the Act, the government can also fix the 

maximum retail price (MRP) of any packaged 

product that it declares an “essential commodity”.



INDIGENOUS AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech )

Context: In its very first sea trial last August, INS Vikrant achieved the top speed of 28 knots, a rarity for a defence 
vessel its size and power anywhere in the world.

Indigenous Aircraft Carrier 

- Recently, the Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC) 1, which is called INS Vikrant.

- In order to commemorate the legacy of INS Vikrant (decommissioned), the First IAC is named as INS Vikrant.

- An aircraft carrier is "a large ship that carries military aircraft and has a long, flat surface where they take off and 

land."

- INS Vikrant (decommissioned): Beginning with INS Vikrant which served India from 1961 to 1997.

- INS Viraat (decommissioned): INS Vikrant was followed by the Centaur-class carrier HMS (Her Majesty's Ship) 

Hermes, which was rechristened in India as INS Viraat and served in the Indian Navy from 1987 to 2016.

- INS Vikramaditya: It is the Indian Navy’s largest aircraft carrier and warship converted from the Russian Navy’s 

decommissioned Admiral Gorshkov/Baku.
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THE OLDEST FOSSIL REMNANT OF A RADIO GALAXY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)

Context: A team of Indian astronomers have discovered extremely aged remnant fossil ‘lobes’ of a 
radio galaxy that had become active about 260 million years ago.

Key Points
- The scientists claimed it was the oldest fossil remnant of a radio galaxy found till date.
- Such fossils contained information of how radio galaxies influenced the course of evolution 

of our universe.
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Galaxy

- It is a sprawling space system which is composed of stars, dust, interstellar gas, stellar 

remnants,  and dark matter and all held together by gravity. 

- The solar system where our earth exists is in the Milky Way Galaxy.

- Three types of galaxies:

○ Elliptical Galaxies: These type of galaxies are like flattened balls of old stars and 

contain very little gas. It also includes the most massive galaxies containing a 

trillion stars.

○ Spiral Galaxies: They have a flattened shape, a bulge in the centre composed of old 

stars surrounded by a disk of young stars and are arranged in spiral arms.

○ Irregular Galaxies: They have no particular shape. There are billions of galaxies in 

the universe, the centre of the galaxy releases a huge amount of heat, radiation, 

radio waves and x-rays.



August 13PIB WORLD ELEPHANT DAY
(Syllabus: GS Paper  3 - Environment & Ecology) 

Context: The Prime Minister has lauded the efforts of Elephant conservationists on the 
occasion of World Elephant Day.

Current Data on Elephants in India:
- India is home to approximately around 27,000 Asian Elephants, which is the world’s 

largest population of the species.
- Elephant Census (2017): Karnataka has the highest number of elephants (6,049), 

followed by Assam (5,719) and Kerala (3,054).
Asian Elephants:

- Three subspecies of Asian elephant which are the Indian, Sumatran and Sri Lankan.
- Indian subspecies has the widest range and accounts for most of the remaining 

elephants on the continent.
- Elephant herd is led by the oldest and largest female member (known as the 

matriarch)
- Longest-known gestational (pregnancy) period of all mammals, lasting up to 680 days 

(22 months).
- Females between 14 - 45 years may give birth to calves approximately every four 

years.
Protection Status:

- IUCN Red List: Endangered.
- Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I.
- CITES: Appendix I

Conservation efforts

- Project Elephant: A centrally sponsored scheme and was launched in 

February 1992 for the protection of elephants, their habitats and 

corridors.

○ The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

provides financial and technical support to major elephant 

range states in the country through the project.

- Right of passage: Supreme Court (SC) upheld the 2011 order of the 

Madras High Court (HC) on the Nilgiris elephant corridor, affirming the 

right of passage of the animals and the closure of resorts in the area.



GREYWATER MANAGEMENT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 -  Environment & Ecology)

Context: The villages in the hilly areas manage their grey water through leach pits at the household 
and community levels.

Grey water
- It is defined as wastewater that is produced from household processes (e.g. washing dishes, 

laundry and bathing).
- It can contain harmful bacteria and even faecal matter that contaminates soil and 

groundwater.
- India does not have a focused policy framework for management and usage of grey water 

in urban and rural areas. 
- The Central Public Health and Environmental Engineering Organisation (CPHEEO) has 

specified permitted discharge standards for treated water; use of treated wastewater in 
agriculture and horticulture (MoHUA, 2012).

- The Central Ground Water Board (CGWB, 2000) directs that treated wastewater can be used 
as a source of artificial ground water recharge once it meets standards and is compatible 
with existing groundwater.
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Sujalam 2.0 Campaign

- This campaign has been launched for greywater management.

- The theme for this campaign: ‘Groundwater: making the 

invisible visible’ is the theme for this campaign.

- Objective of this campaign

- Managing greywater through the participation of the people.

- Pans to mobilize communities such as schools, panchayats, and 

anganwadis to help in greywater management.

- Funding of this campaign: Funds will be provided from the 

Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin Phase II or through grants under 

the 15th Finance Commission as well as the MGNREGS or 

through the convergence between all of them.
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