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IMMUNITY FROM ARREST IN CRIMINAL CASES FOR MPS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: Rajya Sabha Chairman said that MPs did not have immunity from being arrested in criminal cases - when the 
House is in session or otherwise. 

Parliamentary Privilege:

- Certain rights and immunities enjoyed by MPs, individually and collectively, so that they can “effectively discharge their 

functions”.

- Breach of privilege: When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege 

and is punishable under law of Parliament.

- Article 105 for Parliament and Article 194 for State Assemblies: mentions two privileges, i.e. freedom of speech in 

Parliament and right of publication of its proceedings.

- Rules in LS and RS: Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of 

the Rajya Sabha rulebook governs privilege.

Individualistic Privileges:

- Freedom of Speech: A member has the privilege of freedom of speech in Parliament, he has no right to publish it outside 

Parliament.

- Freedom from Arrest: No member shall be arrested in a civil case 40 days before and after the adjournment of the House 

and also when the House is in session.

- Attendance as Witnesses: also enjoy freedom from attendance as witnesses.

Collective Privileges:

- Right to Publish: Parliament/Assembly can prohibit the press to publish its proceedings, when needed.

- Right to exclude strangers: Parliament/Assembly enjoys the right to exclude strangers (no-members or visitors) from the 

galleries at any time and to resolve debate with closed doors.

- Right to Punish: Parliament/Assembly has been given punitive powers to punish those who are judged guilty of contempt 

of the House.
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RECUSAL OF JUDGES

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: The judge, while hearing a plea by ousted AIADMK leader against the party’s July 11 general 
council meet, recused himself from the case, days after OPS filed a plea for changing the judge.

Judicial Disqualification or Recusal

- The act of abstaining from participation in an official action such as a legal proceeding due to a 

conflict of interest of the presiding court official or administrative officer.

- No law: No definite rules on recusals by Judges.

Grounds for Recusal:

- Biases:The judge is biassed in favour of one party, or against another, or that a reasonable objective 

observer would think he might be.

- Relationship: Interest in the subject matter, or relationship with someone who is interested in it.

- Background or experience, such as the judge’s prior work as a lawyer.

- Personal knowledge about the parties or the facts of the case.

- Ex parte communications with lawyers or non-lawyers.

- Rulings, comments or conduct.

SC’s observation

- Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association v. Union of India (2015): Where a judge has a 

pecuniary interest, no further inquiry as to whether there was a ‘real danger’ or ‘reasonable 

suspicion’ of bias is required to be undertaken
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PARLIAMENTARY PANEL SUGGESTS PHASING OUT OF COAL IMPORTS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Indian Economy)

Context: India imported 45.5 million tonnes of coal in FY21, down from 69.2 million tonnes in 
FY20.

Import & Export of Coal in India:

- Not enough reserves: India does not have enough reserves of good quality coal especially 

coking coal that is used as a raw material in steel making and allied industries.

- Import: Most of it is imported from Indonesia, South Africa, Russia and Australia.

- Present Import policy: coal can be freely imported (under Open General Licence) by the 

consumers themselves considering their needs based on their commercial prudence.

- Import of Coking Coal: import by Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) and other Steel 

manufacturing units mainly to bridge the gap between the requirement and indigenous 

availability and to improve the quality.

- Non-coking coal: Coal based power plants, cement plants, captive power plants, sponge 

iron plants, industrial consumers and coal traders are importing non-coking coal.

- Mini-blast furnace: Coke is imported mainly by Pig-Iron manufacturers and Iron & Steel 

sector consumers using a mini-blast furnace.

Distribution of coal imported into India in 2019, by country of origin:

- Indonesia – 49%

- Australia- 20%

- South Africa- 16%

- USA- 5%

- Russia- 3%

- Others- 8%
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GOVT ALLOWS 1.2 MT MORE SUGAR EXPORTS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Indian Economy)

Context: The Union government has allowed additional sugar exports of 1.2 million tonnes (mt) from 1 August.

India as a Sugar Exporter

- Biggest producer: India is the biggest producer of sugar in the 

world and the second largest exporter after Brazil.

- Current sugar season 2021-22: About 82 lakh MT sugar has 

been dispatched from sugar mills for export and approximately 

78 lakh MT have been exported.

- Stocks required for domestic use: The closing stock of sugar at 

the end of sugar season remains 60-65 lakh MT which is 

equivalent to about three months’ stocks required for domestic 

use.
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AIRSPACE VIOLATIONS ALONG THE LINE OF ACTUAL CONTROL (LAC)

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security & Border management)

Context: India and China discussed ways to better establish understanding to manage airspace and avoid airspace 
violations along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

India- China Border and the evolution of LAC:

- Disputed boundary: India and China share a 3,488 km long boundary and the entire boundary is disputed. 

- McMahon line: The line, which delineates the boundary between the two countries, is popularly called the 

McMahon line, after its author Sir Henry McMahon.

- Tripartite conference (1913): Boundary between India and Tibet was formalised after a discussion between 

the Indian and the Tibetans. 

- China occupied Aksai Chin(1957): built a road through it and finally culminated in the border war of 1962.

- Line of Actual Control (LAC): The boundary, which came into existence after the war, came to be known as 

LAC. It is a military held line.
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CENTRE LAUNCHES PORTAL TO REGISTER FOR RATIONS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issues)

Context: The Centre has launched a common facility to register names in ration cards on pilot basis for 11 States and Union 
Territories.

Common registration facility

- 11 states and Union territories: Assam, Goa, Lakshadweep, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Punjab, 

Tripura and Uttarakhand.

- Aim/objectives: will enable states/ UTs to collect data of those who wish to register under NFSA, including migrants living in 

other states.

- Significance: will help states/ UTs in expeditiously identifying and verifying the eligible beneficiaries for coverage under NFSA as 

per their established inclusion and exclusion criteria, subject to the ceiling limit of NFSA of the state/ UT.

National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013

- Objective: To provide for food and nutritional security by ensuring access to adequate quantities of quality food at affordable 

prices.

- Coverage: 75% of the rural population and upto 50% of the urban population for receiving subsidised foodgrains under Targeted 

Public Distribution System (TPDS).

- Eligibility:

- Priority Households to be covered under TPDS, according to guidelines by the State government.

- Households covered under existing Antyodaya Anna Yojana.

- Provisions:

- 5 Kgs of foodgrains per person per month at Rs. 3/2/1 per Kg for rice/wheat/coarse grains.

- The existing AAY household will continue to receive 35 Kgs of foodgrains per household per month.

- Meal and maternity benefit of not less than Rs. 6,000 to pregnant women and lactating mothers during pregnancy and 

six months after the child birth.

- Meals for children upto 14 years of age.

- Food security allowance to beneficiaries in case of non-supply of entitled foodgrains or meals.

- Setting up of grievance redressal mechanisms at the district and state level.



MTP ACT FOR UNMARRIED WOMAN
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social issues)

Context:  Cabinet approves India’s Updated Nationally Determined Contribution to be communicated to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

India’s law on abortion

- Section 312 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860: criminalises voluntarily “causing miscarriage”.

- Amendment in MTP (2021): termination under the opinion of one doctor for pregnancies up to 20 

weeks is allowed. 

- For pregnancies between 20 and 24 weeks, the amended law requires the opinion of two 

doctors.

- Section 3B of Rules prescribed under the MTP Act: It allows seven categories of women who shall be 

considered eligible for termination of pregnancy up to twenty-four weeks, e.g. rape survivors, minors, 

change of marital status (from married to divorced), etc.

- Unmarried women: The law doesn’t recognize the situation of unmarried women.

Supreme court order:

- Law covered ‘unmarried’ women: SC allowed unmarried women to have an abortion according to 

amended law.

- Violates her personal autonomy: Denying an unmarried woman the right to a safe abortion violates her 

personal autonomy and freedom. 

- Right to reproductive choice: A woman’s right to reproductive choice is an inseparable part of her 

personal liberty under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

- Live-in relationships had already been recognised by the Supreme Court.
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ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geographical Phenomena)

Context: The ongoing North Atlantic Ocean hurricane season will be more active than normal 
from August to November, according to the latest update.

About Hurricane

- Origin: Tropical cyclones or hurricanes use warm, moist air as fuel, and therefore form over 

warm Equatorial water.

- Mechanism:

- Low-Pressure Creation: When the warm, moist air rises upward from the surface of 

the ocean, it creates an area of low air pressure below.

- Rises and cools off: When the warm air rises and cools off, the moisture forms 

clouds. This system of clouds and winds continues to grow and spin.

- Storm systems rotate faster: This disturbance is fuelled by the ocean’s heat and the 

water that evaporates from its surface.

- Direction: Storms that form towards the north of the equator rotate 

counterclockwise, while those that form to the south spin clockwise because of the 

rotation of the Earth.
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August 6PIB NEW AYUSH WINGS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context:Ministry of Ayush signed a MoU with Ministry of Railway for Introduction of Ayush 
Systems in five Railways Hospitals.
Champion Service: Ministry of Ayush had a Central Sector Scheme namely Champion 
Services Sector Scheme for Medical Value Travel.
Three components of this scheme

- Establishment of Ayush Super speciality Hospitals / Daycare Centres
- Skill development in Ayush sector
- Establishment of Ayush Grid

Champion Services Sector Scheme

- A Central Sector Scheme of the Department of Commerce.

- Objectives:

- Sectoral and cross cutting issues including domestic regulatory reforms, skill 

development, data protection regime etc.

- New initiatives to prevent India’s service sector from losing its competitive 

position in the global market.

- Increased productivity and competitiveness of the Champion Service Sectors will 

enhance services gross value added contributed by domestic services sectors.

- Boost India’s service sector exports.

- Skill training and Employment creation.

- Three-tier monitoring mechanism, namely

- Concerned Ministry/Department,

- Department of Commerce and

- Committee of Secretaries chaired by the Cabinet Secretary



DST August 6 NATIONAL INITIATIVE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION STATISTICS (NISTIS)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Evolution of Science, Technology and Innovation Policies in India:

- The Scientific Policy Resolution, 1958: to lay the foundation of scientific temper 

and develop scientific enterprises around India.

- The Science and Technology Policy, 2003: to increase investment in research and 

development. The policy brought India’s investment in research to 0.7% of GDP.

- The Science, Technology and Innovation Policy, 2013: aimed to become one of 

the top five global scientific leaders in the world.

- Draft Science, Technology and Innovation Policy 2020: The draft STIP aims to 

double the following things every 5 years.  

- Number of full-time equivalent (FTE) researchers

- Private sector contribution to the GERD

- Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D (GERD)
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