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AMUR FALCONS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Env & Eco)

Amur Falcons

● About: It is a small raptor of the falcon family.

○ Amur falcons, the world’s longest travelling raptors start 

travelling with the onset of winters.

● Scientific Name: Falco amurensis.

○ They get their name from the Amur River that forms the 

border between Russia and China.

● Habitat: They breed in Siberia and Northern China and migrate to 

winter in Southern Africa. 

○ Migrates west through India and across the Arabian Sea to 

Southern Africa.

○ Nagaland is known as the Falcon Capital of the world.

○ Doyang Lake in Nagaland is better known as a stopover for 

the Amur falcons during their annual migration from their 

breeding grounds to warmer South Africa.

● Food: Feeds on dragonflies and insects. 

● Threats: Illegal trapping and killing during migration, prone to 

habitat loss from agricultural practices and land reclamation. 

● Conservation Status:

○ International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

Red List status: least concern

○ Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Protected under 

Schedule IV.

○ Convention on Migratory Species: India is a signatory of 

the Convention on Migratory Species. As per this 

convention, it is mandatory to protect the birds.

Context: The hunting, killing and sale of amur falcons has been banned by the district magistrates of Tamenglong and Senapati districts in Manipur.



GOODS AND SERVICES TAX
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Goods and Services Tax

● Origin: Introduced through the 101st Constitution Amendment Act, 2016 and launched in India on 1 July 2017.

● Slogan: ‘One Nation One Tax’.

● About: It is a comprehensive, multistage, destination-based tax comprehensive because it has subsumed almost all the 

indirect taxes except a few state taxes. 

○ It is essentially a consumption tax and is levied at the final consumption point.

○ It has a 4-tier tax structure for all goods and services under the slabs- 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%.

○ All these taxes are levied at rates mutually agreed upon by the Centre and the States. 

● 3 types: 

○ Central GST to cover Excise duty, Service tax etc,

○ State GST to cover VAT, luxury tax etc.

○ Integrated GST (IGST) to cover inter-state trade.

■ IGST per se is not a tax but a system to coordinate state and union taxes.

● Governing and decision-making body: The GST Council headed by the Union Finance Minister is the governing and key 

decision-making body for GST. 

○ GST Council: It is a joint forum of the Centre and the states.

■ It was set up by the President as per Article 279A (1) of the amended Constitution.

○ Members: Union Finance Minister (chairperson) and Union Minister of State (Finance) from the Centre.

■ Each state can nominate a minister in-charge of finance or taxation or any other minister as a member.

○ Functions: make recommendations to the Union and the states on important issues related to GST and decision on 

various rate slabs of GST.
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Context The government collected ₹ 1.52 trillion as goods and services tax (GST) in October, a 16.6 per cent rise year-on 
year, driven by festival related spending, higher tax rates, and better compliance. 
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MINORITY STATUS IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Indian Society)

Notification of minorities 

● Current status: Currently, the only communities considered minorities are those that have received central government notification pursuant to section 2(c) of 

the NCM (National Commission for Minorities) Act, 1992.

○ Notified minority community: Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Zoroastrians (Parsis) and Jains.

● T.M.A Pai case (2002):  SC held that linguistic and religious minorities must be identified at the state level rather than at the national level.

Constitutional Provisions for Minority

● Article 29: Protection of interests of minorities.

○ Article 29(1): This provides any section of the citizens residing in India having a distinct culture, language, or script, the right to conserve their culture, 

language and script. 

○ Article 29(2): The State shall not deny admission into educational institutes maintained by it or those that receive aid from it to any person based only 

on race, religion, caste, language, or any of them.

○ However, the SC held that the scope of this article is not necessarily restricted to minorities only, as use of the word ‘section of citizens’ in the Article 

includes minorities as well as the majority.

● Article 30: Right of Minorities to Establish and Administer Educational Institutions.

○ Article 30(1): All religious and linguistic minorities have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice. (Read about 

Minority Protection in India in the linked article.)

○ Article 30(2): The State shall not, when granting aid to educational institutions, discriminate against any educational institution on the ground that it is 

under the management of a minority, whether based on religion or language.

○ The protection under Article 30 is confined only to minorities (religious or linguistic) and does not extend to any section of citizens (as under Article 29).

● Article 350b (Inserted by 7th Constitutional (Amendment) Act 1956): Special Officer for linguistic minorities.

○ There shall be a Special Officer for linguistic minorities to be appointed by the President

○ It would be the duty of the Special Officer to investigate all matters relating to the safeguards provided for linguistic minorities under the Constitution.

Context: The Centre has again sought time from the Supreme Court to complete consultations on demands to grant minority status to Hindus in states 
where their numbers have gone below others, saying “the matter is sensitive in nature and will have far-reaching ramifications”.
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CAPITAL BUDGET

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: India is likely to double down on capital spending by allocating as much as ₹10 trillion to build ports, roads and 
other infrastructure in the next fiscal to spur growth as private investments remain anaemic despite record government 
spending.

Capital Budget
● About: It includes the Capital Receipts and Capital Expenditure.
● Capital receipts: These are receipts that create liabilities or reduce financial assets. 

○ In the balance sheet, capital receipts are mentioned in the liabilities section. 
○ The capital receipt has a nature of non-recurrence.
○ All capital receipts are tax-free, unless there is a proviso to tax it. 
○ Capital receipts can be both non-debt and debt receipts

■ Non-debt receipts: those which do not incur any future repayment burden for the 
government. 
● Examples of non-debt capital receipts: Recovery of loans and advances, 

disinvestment, issue of bonus shares, etc
■ Debt Receipts: It has to be repaid by the government. 

● Examples of debt capital receipts: Market loans, issuance of special securities to 
public-sector banks, issue of securities, short-term borrowings, treasury bills, 
securities against small savings, state provident funds, relief bonds, saving bonds, 
gold bonds, external debt, etc, are all example of debt capital receipts.

● Capital expenditure: which leads to the creation of assets are long-term in nature and allow the economy 
to generate revenue for many years by adding or improving production facilities and boosting operational 
efficiency.
○ Along with the creation of assets, repayment of loan is also capital expenditure, as it reduces 

liability.
○ The central government’s budget for 2022-23 showed a sharp jump in capital expenditure to a 

planned Rs 7.5 lakh crore.
○ This indicates the government is attempting demand-side support to the economy through CAPEX.



INTERNATIONAL NORTH SOUTH TRANSPORT CORRIDOR
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International Relations)
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Context:  Foreign minister has pitched the Chabahar port and international north south 
transport corridor (INSTC) via Iran as key enablers for growth of central Asia, while 
indirectly chiding the China Pakistan Economic Corridor for violating India's sovereignty.

 International north south transport corridor (INSTC)

● About: It is a 7,200 km-long multimodal transportation network encompassing 

sea, road, and rail routes to offer the shortest route of connectivity. 

○ It links the Indian Ocean to the Caspian Sea via the Persian Gulf onwards 

into Russia and Northern Europe. 

● Origin: In 2000, India, Iran and Russia had  signed the INSTC agreement.

● Objective:  to increase trade connectivity between major cities such as Mumbai, 

Moscow, Tehran, Baku, Bandar Abbas, Astrakhan, Bandar Anzali etc.

● Regions involved: India, Iran, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia and 

Europe.

● Significance: It will synchronize with  the Ashgabat agreement which is a 

Multimodal transport agreement signed by India, Oman, Iran, Turkmenistan, 

Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, for creating an international transport and transit 

corridor facilitating transportation of goods between Central Asia and the Persian 

Gulf.

Chabahar Port

● Location: It is a seaport in Chabahar located in southeastern Iran, on the Gulf of 

Oman. 

○ It serves as Iran's only oceanic port, and consists of two separate ports 

named Shahid Kalantari and Shahid Beheshti.

● Significance: It is considered a gateway to golden opportunities for trade by India, 

Iran and Afghanistan with Central Asian countries.



VOTING RIGHTS FOR NRI
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: The Supreme Court winded up its proceedings going on for the last nine years on a PIL seeking its direction to make provision for NRIs and migrant workers to cast their 
votes through proxy voting or postal ballot and left it for the Centre to take a call on the issue.

Voting Rights for NRIs

● Right to Vote: An NRI can vote in the constituency in his/her place of residence, as mentioned in the passport, is located.

○ Voting rights for NRIs were introduced in 2011, through an amendment to the Representation of the People Act 1950.

● Limitations: He/She can only vote in person and will have to produce her passport in original at the polling station for establishing identity.

● Voting by Postal Ballots: Any NRI interested in voting through the postal ballot will have to inform the Returning Officer (RO) not later than five days after the 

notification of the election.

Postal Ballots

● About: It is also called  Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot Papers (ETPB) which is developed by Election Commission of India with the help of the Centre for 

Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC)

○ Under this, ballot papers are distributed electronically to electors and are then returned to the election officers via post.

● Eligible voter: 

○ Members of the armed forces like the Army, Navy and Air Force, members of the armed police force of a state (serving outside the state), government 

employees posted outside India and their spouses are entitled to vote only by post. 

○ While prisoners are not allowed to vote, people under preventive detention can cast their votes through postal ballots.

○ Special voters such as the President of India, Vice President, Governors, Union Cabinet ministers, Speaker of the House and government officers on poll duty 

have the option to vote by post. 

○ Recently, a new category of ‘absentee voters’ was introduced in which they can also opt for postal voting. 

■ These voters are employed in essential services and unable to cast their vote due to their service conditions. Currently, officials of the Delhi Metro Rail 

Corporation, Northern Railway (Passenger and Freight) Services and media persons are notified as absentee voters.

○ Recently, senior citizens above the age of 65 and voters who test positive for COVID19 or are suspected to be COVID-affected were allowed to cast their vote 

by post.

Proxy voting 

● About: Under proxy voting, a registered elector can delegate his voting power to a representative. 

● Origin: This was introduced in 2003 for elections to the Lok Sabha and Assemblies but on a limited scale. 

● Eligibility: Only a “classified service voter” which includes members of the armed forces, BSF, CRPF, CISF, General Engineering Reserve Force and Border Road 

Organisation is allowed to nominate a proxy to cast a vote on his behalf in his absence.
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Nov 2PIB INDIA WATER WEEK
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)

Context: The President of India inaugurated the 7th India Water Week at Greater Noida, Uttar 
Pradesh. 

7th India Water Week
● About:  It is a multi disciplinary international conference focusing on new approaches for 

long term water planning and management
● Theme: Water Security for sustainable development with equity.
● Organized by:  Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources, River Development 

& Ganga Rejuvenation.

India Water Week
● Background: Government is organising India Water Week since 2012 as an annual 

international event on order to establish an international event focused on water 
resources of India. 

● Significance: The recommendations and action points emerged during events of India 
Water Week will send to all concerned Ministries of Central Government as well as all 
state governments for their appropriate implementation.



Nov 2PIB MANGARH DHAM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Art & Culture)

Context: The Prime Minister attended a public programme ‘Mangarh Dham ki Gaurav Gatha’ today and paid homage to the sacrifices of unsung tribal heroes and martyrs of the freedom struggle.

Mangarh Dham

● Location: located in the district on the Gujarat-Rajasthan border, a region with a large tribal population. 

○ The place is also known as the Adivasi Jallianwala.

● Historical significance: a site of a tribal uprising where a massacre of over 1500 Bhil tribal freedom fighters took place.

○ On 17th November, 1913, British forces opened fire on tribals gathered at the site who were holding a meeting in protest, led by Govind Guru, killing over 1,500.

Bhil Tribe

● About: commonly referred to as bowmen of Rajasthan and South Asia's largest tribe.

○ The Bhil tribe is called “Dhanush Purush of India” because they are highly adept at learning Dhanush.

● Historical significance: members of the pre-Aryan race.

○ The name Bhil is mentioned in the ancient epics of Mahabharata and Ramayana.

○ The term 'Bhil' is derived from the word villu or billu, which is known as Bow in the Dravidian language.

● Classified into two types:

○ Central or pure bhills: can be found in the mountain regions of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Rajasthan.

○ Eastern or Rajput Bhils:  can be found in Tripura's northwestern regions.

● Associated Painting: The Bhilala subdivision is known for its Pithora painting.

● Associated dance: Ghoomar, symbol of femininity, is a traditional folk dance of the Bhil tribe.

○ The young women take part in this dance and declare that they are stepping into women’s shoes.

● ST status: considered as Schedule Tribe in Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Tripura.



Nov 2DTE LITHIUM-ION BATTERIES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context: Indian researchers have discovered a new anode material, which could be helpful in ensuring the life and fast 
charging of lithium-ion batteries (LIBs).

Key Points
● The new two-dimensional (2D) anode material is developed using Nano sheets derived from titanium diboride 

(TiB2), which resemble a stack of sandwiches, where metal molecules exist between layers of boron.
● LIBs have the anode material as the negative electrode, which is attached to the cathode material in the Li-ion 

battery cell. 
● The anode materials in a lithium-ion cell act as the host, enabling lithium-ion intercalation/de-intercalation 

during the battery’s charge or discharge cycle.
● LIBs with Graphite anode can power an electric vehicle for hundreds of kilometres on a single charge but they are 

prone to fire hazards.
● Lithium Titanate anodes are safer and more preferred alternatives, and they also facilitate fast charging.  
● Lithium Titanate anodes have a lower energy density, so they would need more frequent recharging.

Lithium-ion batteries (LIBs)
● About: A  type of rechargeable battery.
● Mechanism: It use aqueous electrolyte solutions, where ions transfer to and fro between the anode (negative 

electrode generally made of graphite) and cathode (positive electrode made of lithium), triggering the recharge 
and discharge of electrons.

● Features:  High Energy Density, Low Self Discharge, Low to Minimum Maintenance and available in various 
shapes and sizes.

Lithium
● A chemical element with the symbol Li.
● Soft, silvery-white metal.
● Lightest metal and the lightest solid element 

(Under standard conditions).
● Stored in mineral oil due to highly reactive 

and flammable.  
● An alkali metal and a rare metal.
● Usage: 

○ To make useful alloys
○ In Thermonuclear reactions.
○ To make electrochemical cells

● Largest Reserves in the world: Chile 
● India’s first ever Lithium deposit:  Southern 

Karnataka’s Mandya district.



Nov 2DTE

Context: There were differences in the aerosol concentrations in the atmosphere as measured by ground 
observations and climate models, according to a new study.

Key points
● Both climate models and ground measurements showed that aerosol concentrations are on a decline.

● It is notable that the greatest differences were found in particle size, which plays a key role in the cloud 

formation process

Aerosols

● About: Aerosols are tiny particles or droplets that float in the air and influence climate. 

● Location: These particles are mainly situated in the low layers of the atmosphere (< 1.5 km) since 

aerosol sources are located on the terrestrial surface.

○ Certain aerosols can still be found in the stratosphere, especially volcanic aerosols ejected into the 

high altitude layers.

● Sources: The sources of aerosols are erupting volcanoes, sea salt and wildfires. Humans, too, add 

aerosols to the atmosphere by burning fossil fuels such as coal, oil and gas.

● Effects of aerosols:

○ Aerosols can damage lung tissue and lead to lung diseases. 

○ They influence the climate by changing how much solar energy is absorbed or reflected away 

from Earth.

○ Aerosols influence the Earth’s climate by acting as seeds on which clouds form.

○ Increased aerosol particles can lead to more but smaller cloud droplets, which may likely reduce 

rains that fall from the cloud.

AEROSOL CONCENTRATION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Env & Eco)
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