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OPEN MARKET SALE SCHEME
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)
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Context: Oppositions alleged that the Union government discontinued the sale of foodgrains from the 
Central pool under the Open Market Sale Scheme (OMSS) to State governments to “scuttle” the 
Karnataka government Anna Bhagya Scheme and claimed that the Narendra Modi government was 
“anti-poor”.
● The Anna Bhagya Scheme is one of the five pre-poll guarantees of the Congress under which 10 

kg rice is promised to every below poverty line (BPL) family in the State. 
● Now, the Punjab government has come forward to supply the rice required for Karnataka Anna 

Bhagya Scheme.

Open Market Sale Scheme
● About: It refers to selling of foodgrains by Government / Government agencies at 

predetermined prices in the open market from time to time.
● Objectives: It aims to enhance the supply of grains especially during the lean season and thereby 

to moderate the general open market prices especially in the deficit regions.
● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.
● Features: In addition to maintaining buffer stocks and making a provision for meeting the 

requirement of the Targeted Public Distribution Scheme and Other Welfare Schemes (OWS), Food 
Corporation of India (FCI) on the instructions from the Government, sells wheat and rice in the 
open market from time to time.
○ The FCI conducts a weekly auction to conduct this scheme in the open market using the 

platform of commodity exchange NCDEX (National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange 
Limited).

○ The State Governments/ Union Territory Administrations are also allowed to participate 
in the e-auction, if they require wheat and rice outside TPDS and OWS.

● e- Auction: For transparency in operations, the FCI has switched over to e- auction for sale under 
Open Market Sale Scheme (Domestic).

● 3 schemes: The present form of OMSS comprises 3 schemes as under:
○ Sale of wheat to bulk consumers/private traders through e-auction.
○ Sale of wheat to bulk consumers/private traders through e-auction by dedicated 

movement.
○ Sale of Raw Rice Grade ‘A’ to bulk consumers/private traders through e-auction.
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Context: The benchmark Sensex hit a new alltime high in intraday trade, while 
the Nifty 50 index fell short of the milestone by a whisker, propelled by sustained 
inflows from foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) and gains in index heavyweights.

SENSEX 

● About: SENSEX is the benchmark index of the Bombay Stock Exchange 

(BSE) in India. 

○ The SENSEX index is made up of 30 of the BSE's largest and 

most actively traded stocks, and it serves as a gauge for the 

Indian economy. 

○ It is a market capitalization-weighted and float-adjusted.

● Origin: Sensex is India's oldest stock index, having been established in 

1986 by Standard & Poor's (S&P).

○ It is a bellwether index as well as an investable index that 

tracks the performance of India's 30 largest and most 

financially healthy corporations.

○ The SENSEX is re-evaluated twice a year, between June and 

December.

● Calculation Method: When it first started, it was computed using 

market capitalization, but in September 2003, it switched to a free-float 

capitalization technique.

○ This strategy is similar to the market-capitalization weighted 

method, which weights firms based on their percentage of the 

index's overall market capitalization.

○ The Indian rupee (INR) and US dollar (USD) are used to 

calculate the SENSEX.

● Limitations: Because the index uses the float rather than the 

outstanding shares of a firm, it excludes restricted stocks that can't be 

sold easily, such as those held by corporate executives.

● Significance: The Sensex is used by many investors across the world as a 

barometer of the general status of the Indian economy, which has 

developed significantly in recent decades.
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Context: New Delhi: The union ministry of new and renewable energy has extended the scheme for 
‘Development of Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Park Projects’ till FY26. 

Key Points
● The extension comes in the backdrop of a laggard progress in the development of solar parks.
● The extension would not entail any additional financial implication. 
● The scheme was scheduled to end in March 2024.
● The scheme was rolled out in December 2014 to support states and union territories in setting up 

solar parks at various locations in the country with a view to create required infrastructure for 
setting up of solar power projects.

● A solar park is large chunk of land developed with common infrastructure facilities like 
transmission infrastructure, road, water, drainage, communication network among others, with all 
statutory clearances.

● Under the scheme, the ministry provides Central Financial Assistance (CFA) of up to ₹25 lakh per 
solar park for preparation of Detailed Project Report (DPR). 

● Beside this, CFA of up to ₹20 lakh per MW or 30% of the project cost, including grid-connectivity 
cost, whichever is lower, is also provided on achieving the milestones prescribed in the scheme.

Solar Park Scheme
● Origin: It was launched by the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy in 2014.

● Key Features:  It proposes to provide financial support by the Government of India to establish 

solar parks.

○ It was proposed to set up at least 25 Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects.

○ It aimed at over 20,000 MW of solar power installed capacity within a span of 5 years 

starting from 2014-15.

○ The capacity of the Scheme has now been enhanced from 20,000 MW to 40,000 MW in 

2017.

○ There are eight modes under which the scheme is being implemented.

● India’s largest solar park: Under this scheme, India’s largest solar park of 4750 MW is being set up 

by NTPC in Rann of Kutch, Gujarat.
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Context: The Centre has withdrawn the proposed draft of the 
Livestock and Livestock Product (Importation and Exportation) 
Bill, 2023.

Livestock Product (Importation and Exportation) Bill, 2023
● About: The Bill is meant to replace the Live-stock 

Importation Act, 1898, and the Live-stock (Amendment) 
Act, 2001. 

○ It frames guidelines for the import and export of 
live animals, which has raised concerns among 
animal lovers.

● Present law: The present law that regulates import of 
live-stock is 125 years old. 

○ The Live-stock Importation Act, 1898, in force 
till date, has only 5 Sections: Section 1 (Short 
title and local extent); Section 2 (Definitions); 
Section 3 (Power to regulate importation of 
live-stock), Section 3A (Power to regulate 
Importation of live-stock products); Section 4 
(Power of State Government to make rules); and 
Section 5 (Protection to persons acting under 
Act).

● New proposal: The earlier law regulates only importation 
of live-stock, while the proposed draft Bill has provisions 
to regulate livestock exports also. 

○ The Section 4 of the proposed Bill provides the 
government the power to make arrangements 
for promotion and development of exports of 
livestock and livestock products.

● Criticism: The proposed Livestock and Livestock Products 
[Importation and Exportation] Bill, allowing the live 
export of animals from India, is a blanket free pass for 
the abuse of millions of animals farmed for food and 
other uses. 



June 22DST JOHA RICE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Agriculture)

Context: Scientists explored the nutraceutical properties of aromatic Joha rice.

Key Points
● Joha rice, aromatic rice cultivated in the Northeastern region of India is effective in lowering the blood glucose and 

preventing diabetes onset and hence is an effective nutraceutical of choice in diabetes management.
● Joha is a short-grain winter paddy known for its significant aroma and noteworthy taste. 
● The traditional claims are that the consumers of Joha rice have low incidence of diabetes and cardiovascular diseases, but 

these needed scientific validation.
● Through in vitro laboratory analysis, they detected two unsaturated fatty acids viz., linoleic acid (omega-6) and linolenic 

(omega-3) acid. 
● These essential fatty acids (which human cannot produce) can help maintain various physiological conditions. 
● Omega-3 fatty acid prevents several metabolic diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, and cancer. Joha has also 

proved to be effective in lowering the blood glucose and preventing diabetes onset in diabetic rats.
● The researchers also found that scented Joha rice has a more balanced ratio of omega-6 to omega-3 in comparison to the 

widely consumed non-scented variety. 
● The ratio of omega-6 to omega-3 essential fatty acids (EFA) of required by human beings for maintaining the proper diet is 

around one. 
● They have used this Joha rice to make rice bran oil, a patented product that they claim to be effective in diabetes 

management.
● Besides, Joha rice is also rich in several antioxidants, flavonoids, and phenolics. 
● Some of the reported bioactive compounds are oryzanol, ferulic acid, tocotrienol, caffeic acid, catechuic acid, gallic acid, 

tricin, and so on, each with reported antioxidant, hypoglycaemic and cardioprotective effects.



June 22PIB INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Health)

Context: Prime Minister led the 9th annual International Day of Yoga celebrations on 21 June 2023, 
at the iconic North Lawn of the UN Headquarters in New York City.
● The theme for this year is ‘Yoga for Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’. "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” or 

"One Earth · One Family · One Future”.

International Yoga Day
● International Yoga Day is celebrated annually on June 21. 
● It is a day dedicated to raising awareness about the numerous benefits of practicing yoga and 

promoting its holistic approach to health and well-being. 
● Yoga is an ancient practice that originated in India and has gained worldwide popularity for its 

physical, mental and spiritual benefits.
● The history of International Yoga Day dates back to September 2014 when India’s Prime 

Minister proposed the idea during his address to the United Nations General Assembly. 
● He emphasised the importance of yoga as a holistic approach to health and well-being and 

suggested that June 21 should be declared as International Yoga Day. 
● His proposal received overwhelming support from the UN member states, leading to the 

adoption of June 21 as International Yoga Day by the United Nations General Assembly on 
December 2014.



June 22PIB DAY-NULM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Justice)

Context: The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National 
Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) entered into a collaborative partnership aimed at empowering women to 
make well-informed career choices in the field of entrepreneurship.
● The partnership will provide support for women looking to start and expanding their own enterprises, 

particularly in sectors such as care economy, digital economy, electric mobility, waste management, food 
packaging and more.

● Focused on fostering entrepreneurship development and accelerating enterprise growth, the three-year 
project, extendable beyond 2025, will cover eight cities in the initial phase.

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) 
● It is a scheme under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs that focuses on reducing poverty and 

vulnerability of the urban poor households. 
● Under the scheme urban areas extends the coverage to all the 4041 statutory cities and towns, there by 

covering almost the entire urban population.
● The scheme has two component one for urban India and other for rural India:

○ The Urban component named as Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana will be implemented by the Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation.

○ The rural component named as Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana will be 
implemented by the Ministry of Rural Development.
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Context: Experts and medical practitioners have demanded the inclusion of the progressive neurodegenerative disease - Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS) - in the national rare disease policy to enable patients to get affordable care and treatment. 
● The demand came ahead of the Global ALS/MND (motor neurone disease) Awareness Day, to be observed on 21st June.

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
● Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis is a fatal type of motor neuron disease. 
● It is characterized by progressive degeneration of nerve cells in the spinal cord and brain. 
● It's often called Lou Gehrig's disease, after a famous baseball player who died from the disease. 
● ALS it is one of the most devastating of the disorders that affects the function of nerves and muscles.
● ALS does not affect mental functioning or the senses (such as seeing or hearing), and it is not contagious. Currently, there is no cure for this 

disease.
● ALS most commonly affects people of any racial or ethnic group between the ages of 40 and 70, although it can occur at a younger age.



SUPERCAPACITOR 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

June 22DTE

Context: Scientists at Gujarat Energy Research and Management Institute (GERMI) have 
developed the thinnest, lightweight and biodegradable paper-based supercapacitor.

Key Points
● A supercapacitor is an electrochemical charge storage device with a fast 

charging/discharging cycle, high power density and a longer life cycle. 
● This supercapacitor which can fully charge a device within 10 seconds, has been 

developed from seaweed (marine macroalgae). 
● The device is of high tensile strength and performance, as well as cost-effective, 

according to the researchers.
● The product can be used in electronics, memory backup systems, airbags, 

heavy machines, electric vehicles, etc.; hence, it holds a huge business 
prospect. 

● Scientists extracted cellulose nanofibers from seaweed and reduced them into 
graphene oxide and zinc oxide. 

● Nanowires were grown over the extracted seaweed cellulose nanofibers using 
hydrothermal methods to get the anodic paper supercapacitor. 

● The marine cellulose-based material used in developing the flexible and 
thinnest paper supercapacitor can be used in almost all smart electronic devices. 

● It can also be a source of revenue for coastal communities that cultivate 
seaweed, an essential commodity for manufacturing the paper supercapacitor, 
the researchers noted.

● Seaweeds are macroalgae attached to rock or other substrata and are found in 
coastal areas, said Bhutiya. 

● They are classified as chlorophyta (green), rhodophyta (red) and phaeophyta 
(brown) on the basis of their pigmentation. 

● Among them, chlorophyta holds more potential components - carbohydrates, 
lipids, proteins and bioactive compounds - in the cell wall. Green seaweed has a 
high amount of a particular type of cellulose in its cell wall.



LIGHTNING IN ALPS 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)

June 22DTE

Context: Lightning activity in the higher European Eastern Alps doubled in the 2010s compared to 
the 1980s, according to a new study. 

● Warming in the European Eastern Alps and surrounding regions is more pronounced than 
the rest of Europe. 

● Some scientific models have predicted that climate change can be a factor behind the 
increase in lightning activity, making it a good indicator of the climate crisis. 

● More lightning strikes occur in the higher Alps than the rest of the landscape and the 
lightning season also begins a month earlier.

Alps 
● The Alps emerged during the Alpine orogeny (mountain-building event), an event that began 

about 65 million years ago as the Mesozoic Era was drawing to a close.
● Alps are young fold mountains with rugged relief and high conical peaks.
● They are the most prominent of western Europe’s physiographic regions. Some 750 miles 

long and more than 125 miles wide at their broadest point between 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, and Verona, Italy, the Alps cover more than 80,000 
square miles.

● The Alps extend north from the subtropical Mediterranean coast near Nice, France, to Lake 
Geneva before trending east-northeast to Vienna, Austria. There they touch the Danube 
River and meld with the adjacent plain.

● Because of their arclike shape, the Alps separate the marine west-coast climates of Europe 
from the Mediterranean areas of France, Italy, and the Balkan region.

Lightning
● Lightning is a giant spark of electricity in the atmosphere between clouds, the air, or the 

ground.
● In the early stages of development, air acts as an insulator between the positive and 

negative charges in the cloud and between the cloud and the ground.
● When the opposite charges build up enough, this insulating capacity of the air breaks down 

and there is a rapid discharge of electricity that is known as lightning.
● The flash of lightning temporarily equalizes the charged regions in the atmosphere until the 

opposite charges build up again.
● Lightning can occur between opposite charges within the thunderstorm cloud (intra-cloud 

lightning) or between opposite charges in the cloud and on the ground (cloud-to-ground 
lightning).






