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HIMALAYAN GRAY LANGUR 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Env & Eco)

Himalayan Gray Langur 

● About: Also called Hanuman langurs and Hanuman monkeys, are Old World monkeys native to the 

Indian subcontinent constituting the genus Semnopithecus.

○ The Himalayan Gray Langur was once considered a sub-species of the Semnopithecus 

entellus, commonly known as the Bengal Sacred Langur or Hanuman Langur, but it was 

separated as a species in 2005.

● Habitat: Found both in forests and near human habitations.

○ It is distributed in a varied habitat including dry savannah and tropical rainforests.

○ Most species are found at low to moderate altitudes, but the Nepal gray langur and 

Kashmir gray langur occur up to 4,000 m (13,000 ft) in the Himalayas.

● Distribution: Its 16 subspecies’ range extends from the Himalayas in the north to peninsular India 

in the south.

○ In the Indian Subcontinent, their distribution is reported in Bhutan, northern India and 

Nepal.

● Protection Status:

○ IUCN Red List: Least Concern

○ CITES: Appendix-1

■ Appendix-1 lists species that are in danger of extinction. It prohibits commercial 

trade of these plants and animals except in extraordinary situations for scientific or 

educational reasons.

○ Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 : Schedule-1

■ Species under the Schedule 1 are prohibited to be hunted throughout India, except 

under threat to human life.

Context: Differing elevations of habitation make one group of Himalayan Gray Langur prefer fruits and 
another group relish flowers, says a study.



WHEAT PRODUCTION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Agriculture)

Wheat Production

● Global Status:  China is the top producer.

○ Top 3 wheat producer: China>India>Russia.

■ Ukraine is the world’s eighth-largest producer of wheat.

○ Largest exporter: Russia is the world's largest exporter of wheat.

○ Top five exporting countries: Russia > United States > Canada > France > Ukraine.

○ Largest importer: Egypt is the world's biggest importer of wheat.

● India’s Status: India is the second largest producer of wheat (Around 13.5% of world total production).

○ Total production: India produces around 107 MT of wheat annually while a major chunk of it goes 

towards domestic consumption.

○ Less export: India accounts for even less than 1% in world wheat export. 

■ Its share has increased from 0.14% in 2016 to 0.54% in 2020.

○ Under MSP: Wheat is covered under Minimum Support Price.

○ Cereal Crop: Second most important cereal crop in India after rice.

○ Top Wheat Producing States: Uttar Pradesh > Punjab > Haryana>Madhya Pradesh > Rajasthan> 

Bihar>Gujarat

Wheat Crop

● Rabi crop: Requires a cool growing season and bright sunshine at the time of ripening.

● Temperature: Between 10-15°C (Sowing time) and 21-26°C (Ripening & Harvesting) with bright sunlight.

● Rainfall: Around 75-100 cm.

● Soil Type: Well-drained fertile loamy and clayey loamy (Ganga-Satluj plains and black soil region of the 

Deccan).
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Context: Wheat sowing rose by almost 10 per cent during the week ended November 11 as against the 
same period last year with higher acreage reported from Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh among the major 
wheat growing states.
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APPOINTMENT OF SC JUDGES 

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Appointment of SC Judges 

● Constitutional provisions: The procedure to appoint judges to the Supreme Court of India is listed under clause 2 of Article 124 

of the country’s Constitution.

○ Every Judge of the Supreme Court shall be appointed by the President.

○ In judicial appointments, it is obligatory for the President to take into account the opinion of the CJI.

○ The opinion of the CJI is binding on the Government. 

○ The opinion of the CJI must be formed after due consultation with a collegium of at least four senior-most judges of the 

Supreme Court.

○ Even if two judges give an adverse opinion, then he should not send the recommendation to the Government.

● Eligibility Criteria for Supreme Court Judge: Article 124 (3) says that in order to be appointed as a judge in the Supreme Court of 

India, the person has to fit in the following criteria:

○ He/She is a citizen of India and

■ has been for at least 5 years a Judge of a High Court or of two or more such Courts in succession; or

■ has been for at least 10 years an advocate of a High Court or of two or more such Courts in succession; or

■ is, in the opinion of the President, a distinguished jurist.

● Memorandum of Procedure (MoP): Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) is an agreement between the Government and the 

judiciary that has a set of guidelines for the appointment of judges of supreme court/

○ The MoP was formulated after the Third Judges Case (1998) in order to govern the process of how the Collegium 

System would make recommendations to the executive.

○ The Collegium System of the Supreme court of India deals with the Appointment and transfer of Judges.  It ensures that 

there won’t be any interference of any branch of the state including the Executive and the Legislature in the 

appointment and transfer of Judges.

Context: Underlining that the government is bound to accept the Collegium reiteration of its decision on appointment of judges, the 
Supreme Court issued notice and sought a response from the Ministry of Law and Justice over delays in appointing judges.
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NATIONAL FINANCIAL REPORTING AUTHORITY

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: Audit regulator, the National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA), on Friday brought out a set of 
guidelines for monitoring the audit firms’ quality and compliance standards.

National Financial Reporting Authority
● About: An independent regulator set up to oversee the auditing profession and the Indian 

Accounting Standards.
● Origin: Constituted in 2018 by the Government of India under section 132 (1) of the Companies 

Act, 2013.
● Headquarter: New Delhi.
● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Corporate Affairs.

○ Its account is monitored by the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India.
● Members: Consists of a chairperson, who shall be a person of eminence and having expertise in 

accountancy, auditing, finance or law, appointed by the Central Government and such other 
members not exceeding 15.

● Powers & duties: Responsible for recommending accounting and auditing policies and standards 
in the country, undertaking investigations, and imposing sanctions against defaulting auditors and 
audit firms in the form of monetary penalties and debarment from practice for up to 10 years.

● NFRA Rules, 2018: The powers of the NFRA were extended to include the governing of auditors of 
companies listed in any stock exchange, in India or outside of India, unlisted public companies 
above certain thresholds, and other companies specified in the rules.
○ It allow for the monitoring of accounting and auditing professionals of the companies 

referred to in rules.
○ Companies under rules are required to disclose information of their auditors to the NFRA.



INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3  - Economy)
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Context: India’s industrial growth, measured by the Index of Industrial Production (IIP), recorded a growth of 3.1 
per cent in September, as against a contraction of 0.7 per cent in August.

 Index of Industrial Production (IIP)

● About: An index which shows the growth rates in different industry groups of the economy in a 

stipulated period of time. 

● Official Definition given by Central Statistical Organisation (CSO): It is a composite indicator that 

measures the short-term changes in the volume of production of a basket of industrial products during a 

given period with respect to that in a chosen base period.

● Compiled and published: By the National Statistical Office (Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation) on monthly basis.

● Base Year: 2011-2012 (previous base year was 2004 - 05)

● Classification: Measures the growth rate of industry groups classified under,

○ Broad sectors: Mining, Manufacturing and Electricity

○ Use-based sectors: Basic Goods, Capital Goods and Intermediate Goods.

● 8  core industry: The eight core industries of India represent about 40% of the weight of items that are 

included in the IIP. 

○ Weightage (in descending order):  Refinery Products> Electricity> Steel> Coal> Crude Oil> Natural 

Gas> Cement> Fertilizers.

● Significance: It is the only measure of the physical volume of production.

○ The Index is used by government agencies and departments such as the Finance Ministry and the 

RBI for policy making.

● IIP Latest Change

○ Some new items introduced: Refined palm oil, Surgical accessories and Cement clinkers.

○ Some items removed: Chewing tobacco, Toothbrush, Calculators, Fans, Watches and Pens.



DRUGS AND MAGIC REMEDIES ACT 1954
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Government Policies & Interventions)

Context: The Ayurveda and Unani Licensing Authority (AULA) of Uttarakhand has halted manufacture of five 
drugs by Divya Pharmacy, a unit of yoga guru Ramdev’s Patanjali Ayurveda.

 Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisement) Act 1954

● About: An Act of the Parliament of India which controls the advertising of drugs in India.

● Key feature: It prohibits advertisements of drugs and remedies that claim to have magical properties 

and makes doing so a cognizable offense.

○ As per the Act, advertisement is prohibited for drugs for 54 diseases, disorders, and 

conditions.

● Definition of the magic remedy under the act: The act defines "magic remedy" as any talisman, 

mantra, amulet, or any other object which is claimed to have miraculous powers to cure, diagnose, 

prevent or mitigate disease in humans or animals. 

○ It also includes such devices that are claimed to have the power to influence the structure or 

function of an organ in humans or animals.

● Prohibition: The law prohibits the advertising of drugs and remedies for:

○ Inducing miscarriage or preventing conception in women.

○ Improving or maintaining the capacity for sexual pleasure.

○ Correction of menstrual disorders.

○ Curing, diagnosing or preventing any disease or condition mentioned in an included schedule.

● Penalty: Under the Act, the first conviction is punishable with imprisonment of up to six months, and 

a fine.

○ A subsequent conviction may result in imprisonment of up to a year, and a fine.
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Nov 12PIB NADAPRABHU KEMPEGOWDA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Personality in News)

Context: The Prime Minister unveiled a 108-feet-long bronze statue of Sri Nadaprabhu Kempegowda in Bengaluru.

Key Points
● The statue is built to commemorate the contribution of Nadaprabhu Kempegowda, the founder of the city, 

towards the growth of Bengaluru. 
● Conceptualised and sculpted by Ram V Sutar of the Statue of Unity fame, 98 tonnes of bronze and 120 tonnes 

of steel have gone into making this statue.

Nadaprabhu Hiriya Kempe Gowda
● About: He was a chieftain under the Vijayanagara Empire and ruled over most parts of Karnataka in the 16th 

century.
○ He was born in 1513 in a village near Yelahanka and belonged to Gowda community.

● Contribution and Achievements:
○ Founder of Bangalore City: He visualized a city with military cantonment, water tanks, temples etc. that 

provide employment to tradesmen.
○ Art and Literature: He authored Gangagaurivilasa, a yakshagana play in Telugu, the court-language of the 

time.
○ Coins: In the 1550s, Kempe Gowda struck coins known as Pagodas.
○ Social reforms: Prohibited the custom of amputating the last two fingers of the left hand of the 

unmarried women during "Bandi Devaru", an important custom of Morasu Vokkaligas.



Nov 12PIB SOLAR ENERGY CORPORATION OF INDIA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 -  Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: Delegation of Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) visited to COP 27, Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt.

Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI)

● About:  A not-for-profit company established in 2011 under the Companies Act 1956.

○ It is the only Central Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) dedicated to the solar energy sector.

● Renamed: The company's mandate has been broadened to cover the entire renewable energy domain and has been renamed to Renewable Energy 

Corporation of India (RECI) in 2015.

● Other changes: SECI converted into a Section 3 Company from being a Section 8 Company under the Companies Act, 2013. 

○ Significance: With this SECI will be a self-sustaining and self-generating organisation. 

■ It can own solar power plants for generating and selling power, participate in solar sector activities like manufacturing of solar products and 

materials. 

● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of New and Renewable Energy.

● Functions: Responsible for implementation of a number of government schemes, major ones being the Viability Gap Funding Schemes for large-scale 

grid-connected projects under NSM, solar park scheme and grid-connected solar rooftop scheme, along with a host of other specialised schemes such as 

defence scheme, solar canals, and Indo-Pak border scheme.



Nov 12DTE

Context: The United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has garnered huge interest from stakeholders and more 
than 10,000 delegates are expected to attend the conference.
● The event is less than a month away and will be held in Montreal, Canada.

Convention on Biological Diversity

● About: A United Nations treaty that is responsible for the conservation of Biological Diversity around the world.

● Origin: It is a multilateral treaty opened for signature at the Earth Summit in Rio De Janeiro in 1992 and and entered 

into force on 29 December 1993.

○ It comes under the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

● Governing body: The Conference of Parties (COP) is the governing body of the convention. It consists of the 

governments that have ratified the treaty.

○ Its Secretariat is in Montreal, Canada.

● Members: 196 countries are a party to the CBD.

○ The United States is the only UN member state which has not ratified the Convention.

○ India is also a party to the Convention and ratified it in 1994.  

● Key features: The convention is legally binding on its signatories.

● 3 main goals: 

○ The conservation of biological diversity (or biodiversity).

○ The sustainable use of its components.

○ The fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from genetic resources. 

● 2 supplementary agreements:

○ Cartagena Protocol: An international treaty governing the movements of living modified organisms (LMOs) 

resulting from modern biotechnology from one country to another.

○ Nagoya Protocol: It provides a transparent legal framework for the effective implementation of one of the 

three objectives of the CBD: the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic 

resources. 

CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Env & Eco)



Nov 12DTE

Context: Down To Earth reports from Rajasthan and Delhi on how outbreaks like Lumpy Skin Disease have harsh economic and 
food security implications and can pose a major threat to human health.

Key Points
● Union Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying report: As of September, the disease has claimed nearly 

0.1 million head of cattle and infected over 2 million in 251 districts across 16 states, according to the 
● UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) report: Cows with high milk production are usually the most severely 

affected by lumpy skin disease. 
● Twin threat: Lumpy skin disease has wreaked havoc in India at a time when the country is faced with outbreak of 

another livestock disease - African swine fever - a highly contagious haemorrhagic viral infection that afflicts domestic 
and wild pigs and boars with a 100 percent mortality rate.
○ African swine fever was first reported in Kenya in 1921 and has since spread to Europe, Russia, China and 

Myanmar. India had managed to avert the virus for a century, with the first case only reported in 2020.
● India’s status: Bengaluru’s National Institute of Veterinary Epidemiology and Disease Informatics (NIVEDI), the only 

institute in the country that monitors and conducts surveillance of animal diseases, has identified 13 priority livestock 
diseases.
○ Lumpy skin disease and African swine fever are not yet in the list. 
○ These 13 have become endemic to the country and are highly contagious, with a high mortality rate.

Lumpy Skin Disease
● About: A poxvirus that belongs to the same genus as sheep pox and goat pox viruses. 
● Origin: Lumpy skin disease was first seen as an epidemic in Zambia in 1929. 
● Transmission: It spreads through blood-sucking insects like mosquitoes, flies and ticks as well as through saliva and 

contaminated water and food.
● Mortality rate: According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the mortality rate is less than 10%.
● Symptoms: It primarily consists of fever, fluid excretion from eyes and nose, dribbling of saliva from the mouth and 

blisters on the body.
○ The animal stops eating and faces problems while chewing or eating, resulting in reduced milk production.

● Prevention and Treatment: Though there is no cure, the disease has preventive vaccines, which the state governments 
are trying to administer to cattle populations.
○ Currently, the country uses the goat pox vaccine to protect against lumpy skin disease.
○ In August, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) announced an indigenous vaccine for the disease, which 

has been approved for use. But its commercial production is yet to begin.

LUMPY SKIN DISEASE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)
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