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REPRESENTATION OF PEOPLE ACT (RPA) 1951
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: The Election Commission (EC) recommended the disqualification of Chief Minister of Jharkhand as MLA under the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951

Disqualification Under Representation of People Act (RPA) 1951

● The Representation of the People Act, 1951 of the Indian Constitution, enlisted in Articles 324 to 328, delineates the 

conduct of elections throughout the nation. 

● It provides the power to legislate and make rules of elections to Parliament and the state legislature. 

● It provides for criteria pertaining to qualifications and disqualifications of electoral candidates.

● Section 8 of the act provides the grounds on which a person is disqualified from contesting elections in case he/she has 

been convicted for the following offences. 

○ Section 8 (3) of the Act states that if an MP or MLA is convicted for any other crime and is sent to jail for 2 years or 

more, he/ she will be disqualified for 6 years from the time of release.

■ Even if a person is on bail after the conviction and his appeal is pending for disposal, he is disqualified from 

contesting an election.

○ Section 8(4) allowed convicted MPs, MLAs and MLCs to continue in their posts, provided they appealed against 

their conviction/sentence in higher courts within 3 months of the date of judgment by the trial court.

■ The Supreme Court in July 2013 struck down section 8(4) of the RPA, 1951 and declared it ultra vires and 

held that the disqualification takes place from the date of conviction.
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SAAS (SOFTWARE AS A SERVICE)

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context: The Indian IT sector continues to charge ahead on its trajectory of growth and transformation, with SaaS 
(Software as a Service) setting the stage for the next wave of disruption.

Software-as-a-Service

- Software-as-a-Service, or SaaS for short, is a cloud-based method of providing software to users.

- SaaS users subscribe to an application rather than purchasing it once and installing it. 

- Users can log into and use a SaaS application from any compatible device over the Internet. 

- The actual application runs in cloud servers that may be far removed from a user's location.

- A SaaS application may be accessed through a browser or through an app. 

- Online email applications that users access through a browser, such as Gmail and Office 365, are common 

examples of SaaS applications.

- The difference between SaaS and a software installation on a user's computer is somewhat like the 

difference between streaming a TV show online and buying all the seasons of the TV show on DVD.
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LINE OF CREDIT (LOC) 

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: India has been approached by several African nations with offers to service part of 
their development loans by giving access to Indian companies in their mining operations and 
allowing exports of highly prized lithium and cobalt.

Line of credit (LOC) 
- A line of credit (LOC) is a pool of money that one can borrow from a lender as and when you 

need. 
- The Line of Credit is not a grant but a ‘soft loan’ provided on concessional interest rates to 

developing countries, which has to be repaid by the borrowing government.
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RESIDENTIAL STATUS IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: Tax liability for RNOR citizens in India

Residential Status for Income Tax
- For the purpose of income tax in India, the income tax laws in India classifies taxable persons as:

○ A resident: 2 conditions :
■ Stay in India for a year is 182 days or more or
■ Stay in India for the immediately 4 preceding years is 365 days or more and 60 days or more in the relevant 

financial year
○ A resident not ordinarily resident (RNOR): will be a ROR if he meets both of the following conditions:

■ Has been a resident of India in at least 2 out of 10 years immediately previous years and
■ Has stayed in India for at least 730 days in 7 immediately preceding years

○ A non-resident (NR): Non Resident Indian is a person who is not a resident of India. 
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YUDH ABHYAS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal security)

Context: India and US will hold the 18th edition of the "Yudh Abhyas" series of war games between October 14 to 31 in 
Uttarakhand's Auli.

- The last edition was held in Alaska, the United States in October 2021

Yudh Abhyas

- India-U.S. bilateral exercise: Exercise Yudh Abhyas is the largest running joint military training and defence cooperation 

endeavour between the two countries.

- It was started in 2004 under the US Army Pacific Partnership Program. 

- The exercise is hosted alternately between both countries.

- This is the only India-U.S. service exercise continuing in bilateral format.

- The exercise aims at enhancing understanding, cooperation and interoperability. 

- It focus on combined arms manoeuvres in cold climatic conditions and is primarily aimed at sharing tactical level drills and 

learning best practices from each other.

Other Exercises between India and the US

- Tiger Triumph: The joint exercise focuses on humanitarian assistance

- Vajra Prahar: between the special forces of both nations.

- Exercise Cope India: Between US Air Force and Indian Air Forces

- Malabar Exercise of Quad nations
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REVIEW PETITIONS IN THE SUPREME COURT

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 -Polity & Governance)

Review Petitions in the Supreme Court

- Article 137 of the Constitution of India grants the Supreme Court the power 

to review any of its judgments or orders. 

- This power is however subject to to the Rules made by the Supreme Court 

under Article 145, as well as the provisions of any law enacted by parliament. 

- Further, as per the Supreme Court Rules, 2013, a review Petition must be filed 

within 30 days from the judgment or order of which review is sought and 

must be placed before the same Bench which had delivered the decision.

Review v Appeal: Scope of the Power

- The power of review is distinct from the Court’s power to hear appeals, i.e. 

the appellate jurisdiction. 

- When hearing a review petition filed against its own order or judgment, the 

Court does not rehear the case at hand, as it would in an appeal. 

- The purpose of a review petition is limited to remedying an apparent error or 

the resultant grave injustice that has been the consequence of a decision of 

the Supreme Court. 

- The Court is thus restricted in the exercise of the power of review to cases 

where there is an error apparent on the face of the record (criminal cases) or 

in accordance with the provisions of Order XLVII of the Code of Civil 

Procedure, 1908.



INDIA VOTES AGAINST RUSSIA IN UNSC
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 -International Relations)

Context: India was among the 13 United Nations Security Council members who voted against Russia’s proposal to prevent 
Ukrainian President from addressing the UNSC remotely. 

India’s Stand on Russia-Ukraine Crisis

- Despite mounting pressure from western powers, India has maintained a 

neutral stand against Russia amid the ongoing military operations in 

Ukraine. 

- In fact, India has repeatedly reiterated its stand against saying that the 

Russian and Ukrainian sides to return to the path of diplomacy and 

dialogue.

United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

- UNSC is among six principal organs of the United Nations (UN). It is 

charged to ensure international peace and security. 

- It also recommends on the admission of new UN members to the 

Assembly. 

- It further approves any changes to the UN Charter. It is the only UN body, 

having the authority to issue binding resolutions on member states.

- UNSC comprises of fifteen members:

○ Five permanent members: China, France, Russia, United Kingdom 

of Great Britain & Northern Ireland, and the United States.

○ Ten members are elected on a regional basis, for two years term.

- In June 2020, India was elected to the UNSC as a non-permanent 

member. This membership is for 2021-22. 
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MANEATER TIGER
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

Context: A male tiger in the Ranthambore Tiger Reserve called T-104, who killed three people in 2019, could be transferred to 
a cage in the Mukundara Tiger Reserve near Kota.

- T-104, also called ‘Chikoo’ and ‘Hammir’, after Hammiradeva, the last Chauhan ruler of Ranthambore, will be the 
second tiger to be caged for life after ‘Ustad’ or T24, whose capture and subsequent captivity in 2015 had set off a 
wave of protests on social media in India and abroad.

- T-104 is the son of Laila (T-41) and T-74. 
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Standard Operating Procedure

- The 2013 Standard Operating Procedure of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) says 

an “aberrant tiger” (man-eater) must be caught and “sent to the nearest recognised zoo and not 

released in the wild”, the conditions and circumstances makes trapping and tranquillisation difficult.

National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA)

- The NTCA has been constituted under section 38 L (1) of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

- Further, as per the section 38 L, sub section 2 of the said Act, the authority consists of the Minister 

in charge of the Ministry of Environment and Forests ( as Chairperson), the Minister of State in the 

Ministry of Environment and Forests (as Vice-Chairperson), three members of Parliament, 

Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests and other members.

- The authority derives its power from section 38 O (1) of WLPA, 1972 and functions under the 

guidance of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and members.



August 26PIB Divyang Park
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 -Social Issues)

Divyang Park
- A ‘Samajik Adhikarita Shivir’ for distribution of aids and assistive devices to Senior citizens under ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ (RVY Scheme) and to 

‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP Scheme of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India.
- “Divyang Park” will have different kind of facilities for Divyangjans like sensory garden, textile Pathway touch and smell garden, skill training facility, 

rehabilitation facility, Sports & infotainment etc.    
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana

- The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment introduced the Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana (RVY) scheme to provide assisted-living devices and physical aids 
for senior citizens belonging to the BPL category.

- The expenditure for implementing the RVY scheme will be met from the ‘Senior Citizens’ Welfare Fund’. 
- The RVY scheme is implemented through the sole implementing agency, i.e. Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation (ALIMCO), a Public Sector 

Undertaking (PSU) under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.
- Eligibility Criteria Under RVY

- Senior citizens, i.e. persons more than 60 years.
- Belonging to the BPL category. 
- Having a monthly income/pension of less than Rs.15,000.
- Suffering from age-related disability or infirmity, such as low vision, loss of teeth, hearing impairment and locomotor disability.



August 26DST CSA6  GENE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

CSA6  gene
- The gene called CSA6 has been identified in Candida albicans a fungal species infamous for causing high rates of morbidity and mortality under certain 

immunocompromised conditions such as AIDS or during cancer treatment. 
- The fungal species residing in mucosal linings of the gastrointestinal and urogenital tract of healthy individuals turns into a pathogen under 

immunocompromised conditions breaching the host defense causing superficial as well as life-threatening systemic infection.
- They identified a set of six chromosome stability genes that are a must for maintaining integrity. While five of the CSA genes are necessary for cell division in 

other species and the sixth gene encoded a protein that is a must for viability in C. albicans. 
- They discovered that the sixth one was a critical regulator of cell cycle progression – its deletion and overexpression may hamper the growth of C. albicans 

cells.
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