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SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO STATES

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Scheme Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment

● About: In 2022, the Government of India has launched a Scheme Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment for 

2022-23. 

● Nodal Ministry: An initiative of the Department of Expenditure, Minister of Finance.

● Key features: Under this Scheme, financial assistance is provided to the States Governments in the form of 50-year interest 

free loan for capital investment projects.

○ For the 2022-23 Financial Year (FY) a total financial assistance of Rs 1 lakh crore would be given to states.

○ The loan under the scheme would be over and above the normal borrowing ceiling allowed to states for FY 

2022-23 and should be spent in the same year.

● Mandatory Conditions:

○ Compliance with the official name: Full compliance with the official name of all Centrally Sponsored Schemes 

(correct translation to local language is permissible).

○ For new and ongoing projects: Funds provided to the States under the Scheme shall be used for new and ongoing 

projects, for long term benefits to the State.

■ States may submit projects of higher value than the funds allocated, indicating their preference/priority.

○ Exclusion: Project with capital outlay of less than Rs. 5 crore (Rs. 2 crore for North Eastern States) and repair and 

maintenance projects irrespective of capital outlay will not be considered under the Scheme.

● 7 Parts of the scheme: 

○ Projects included in the PM Gati Shakti Master Plan. 

○ PM Gati Shakti related expenditure.

○ PM Gram Sadak Yojana.

○ Digitization of the economy.

○ Completion of Optical Fiber Cable network.

○ Urban Reforms including creation of Sponge Cities.

○ Disinvestment and monetization.

Context: Kerala has approached the Centre seeking urgent measures, including expansion of its borrowing limit, a special assistance 
of ₹3,224.61 crore for capital investment, and payment of arrears for tackling “resource constraints” faced by it.



EXERCISE SEA VIGIL-2022
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security)

Exercise Sea Vigil-2022

● About: Exercise Sea Vigil is part of the build up towards the biennial Theatre Level Readiness 

Operational Exercise (TROPEX), in which the Navy validates its warfighting readiness every two 

years. 

● Origin: In 2018, for the first time, the Navy conceptualised a national-level coastal defence 

exercise to validate the various measures that had been instituted for enhancing maritime security 

since 26/11.

○ The first edition of the Sea Vigil Exercise was held in 2019.

● Nodal Ministry: The Ministry of Defence is not the only facilitator in the exercise, as it is also being 

coordinated by the ministries of home affairs, shipping and waterways, petroleum and natural gas, 

fisheries animal husbandry and dairying, customs, and other agencies concerned with the central 

and state governments.

● Key features:

○ The two-day long multi-exercise will cover the 7,516 km-long coastline of the country.

○ It will involve all coastal states and Union Territories, along with other maritime 

stakeholders, including the fishing and coastal communities.

○ Along with covering India's coastline, the exercise will also take place in the exclusive 

economic zone. 

○ Together, Sea Vigil and TROPEX will assess the Navy’s reactions to the entire spectrum of 

maritime security challenges - from terrorist attacks and piracy to aircraft carrier and 

submarine operations.
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Context: The Navy and Coast Guard will conduct the third, and largest, edition of the comprehensive coastal defence 
Exercise Sea Vigil-2022 on Nov 15 and 16.
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RELIGIOUS CONVERSIONS 

(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Indian Society)

Religious Conversions

● About: The adoption of a new religious identity, or a change from one religious identity to another. 

● Constitutional provisions:  Article 25 guarantees the freedom of conscience, the freedom to profess, 

practice, and propagate religion to all citizens.

○ Not a fundamental right: Article 25 does not give fundamental right status to the Right to conversion 

from one religion to another.

■ Rev Stanislaus vs Madhya Pradesh, 1977: While considering the issue whether the 

fundamental right to practise and propagate religion includes the right to convert, held that the 

right to propagate does not include the right to convert.

○ Power to enact law: The Constitution of India under article 25 also allows the States to enact laws to 

prohibit the religious conversion by way of force, fraud and allurement. And also provides for 

registration of conversion.

● Legal Provisions: No central legislation restricting or regulating religious conversions.

○ ‘Freedom of Religion’ legislation: Over the years, several states have enacted ‘Freedom of Religion’ 

legislation to restrict religious conversions carried out by force, fraud, or inducements.

○ ‘Freedom of Religion laws’ are currently in force in eight states: Odisha (1967), Madhya Pradesh 

(1968), Arunachal Pradesh (1978), Chhattisgarh (2000 and 2006), Gujarat (2003), Himachal Pradesh 

(2006 and 2019), Jharkhand (2017), and (viii) Uttarakhand (2018).

Context: Describing forced religious conversions a “very serious” matter affecting the national security, the Supreme 
Court issued notice on a PIL seeking directions to the Centre and states to take measures to check the practice.
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CPI AND WPI

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: Retail inflation slowed to a three-month low in October, easing below the 7% mark, led by softening food and commodity 
prices, official data showed. 

Consumer Price Index

● Index Measurement: It measures price changes from the perspective of a retail buyer. 

○ The CPI calculates the difference in the price of goods and services such as food, medical care, education, 

electronics etc, which Indian consumers buy for use.

● Released by: the National Statistical Office (NSO) in the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.

● Four types of CPI are as follows:

○ CPI for Industrial Workers (IW): compiled by the Labour Bureau in the Ministry of Labour and Employment.

■ Recently, the Ministry of Labour and Employment released the new series of Consumer Price Index 

for Industrial Worker (CPI-IW) with base year 2016.

○ CPI for Agricultural Labourer (AL): compiled by the Labour Bureau in the Ministry of Labour and 

Employment.

○ CPI for Rural Labourer (RL): compiled by the Labour Bureau in the Ministry of Labour and Employment.

○ CPI (Rural/Urban/Combined): compiled by the NSO.

● Base Year: 2012.

● Significance: The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) uses CPI data to control inflation. 

○ In April 2014, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had adopted the CPI as its key measure of inflation.

Wholesale Price Index
● Index Measurement: It measures the changes in the prices of only goods sold and traded in bulk by wholesale 

businesses to other businesses.

○ It is the most widely used inflation indicator in India.

● Published by: the Office of Economic Adviser, Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

● Base year of All-India WPI:  revised from 2004-05 to 2011-12 in 2017.



PLACES OF WORSHIP ACT 1991
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Indian Society)
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Context: The Centre informed the Supreme Court that it needs to consult top government functionaries on the plea 
challenging the Places of Worship (special provisions) Act, 1991 before taking a stand on the issue.

Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991

● About: An Act to prohibit conversion of any place of worship and to provide for the maintenance of the 

religious character of any place of worship as it existed on the 15th day of August, 1947, and for matters 

connected therewith or incidental thereto.

● Origin: This law was enacted by the Parliament under the PV Narasimha Rao government in 1991 in the 

backdrop of the Ram Mandir agitation. 

● Key Provisions: 

○ This Act freezes the religious character of a place of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947.

○ Section 3 of the Act prohibits the conversion of a religious place of worship or a section of a religious 

place of worship into a place of worship of a different religion or a different denomination of the 

same religion.

○ According to Section 4(2) of the Act, all appeals, suits or other proceedings with respect to converting 

the religious character of a place of worship shall end on the commencement of the Act. Also, fresh 

appeals won’t be allowed to be filed.

○ Legal proceedings could be initiated if the change of religious character of the place of worship was 

done after the cut-off date of August 15, 1947.

○ The Act imposes a positive obligation on the State to maintain the religious character of all places of 

worship as it existed at the time of independence.

● Exemptions: The disputed site of the Ayodhya Ram Temple was exempted from the Act.

○ Any place of worship which is an ancient and historical monument or an archaeological site covered 

by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.

○ Any dispute that has been settled by the parties or conversion of any place that took place by 

acquiescence before the Act commenced.

○ A suit that has been finally settled or disposed of.

● Penalty: Maximum penalty of 3 years imprisonment along with a fine.



CRIMINALIZATION OF POLITICS 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: Reports from high courts on pendency of criminal cases against sitting and former MPs and MLAs showed a 
21% increase in three years from 4,122 in December, 2018 to 4,984 in December, 2021.

Criminalization of Politics 

● About: It means that the criminals entering the politics and contesting elections and even getting elected to the 

Parliament and state legislature.

● Constitutional Provisions: In this regard, Indian Constitution does not specify as to what disqualifies a person from 

contesting elections for the Parliament, Legislative assembly or any other legislature.

● Legal provisions: Currently, under the Representation of Peoples (RP) Act, lawmakers cannot contest elections only 

after their conviction in a criminal case.

○ Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted with a sentence of 

two years or more from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to be eligible to contest elections. 

○ The law does not bar individuals who have criminal cases pending against them from contesting elections 

therefore the disqualification of candidates with criminal cases depends on their conviction in these cases.

● Supreme Court’s Judgment:

○ Timeline for convictions: It removed the statutory protection of convicted legislators from immediate 

disqualification in 2013, and in 2014, directed the completion of trials involving elected representatives within a 

year.

○ Special courts: In 2017, it asked the Centre to frame a scheme to appoint special courts to exclusively try cases 

against politicians, and for political parties to publicize pending criminal cases faced by their candidates in 2018.

○ February 2020 Direction: It required political parties to publish details of criminal cases against its candidates 

on their websites besides a local vernacular newspaper and a national newspaper and social media accounts 

within 48 hours of candidate selection or not less than two weeks before the first date for filing of nominations, 

whichever is earlier. 

■ The court modified this and said the details “shall be published within 48 hours of the selection of the 

candidate” as the latter is difficult to follow given statutory provisions.
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Nov 15PIB GRADED RESPONSE ACTION PLAN (GRAP)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Env & Eco)

Context: The Sub-Committee for invoking actions under Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) has reviewed the situation and took the appropriate call on the 
actions under Stage III of GRAP.

Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP)
● About : A set of emergency measures that kick in to prevent further deterioration of air quality once it reaches a certain threshold in the Delhi-NCR region. 
● Origin: Approved by the Supreme Court in 2016 and notified in 2017, the plan was formulated.
● Basis: It is based on a plan that was submitted by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) in November 2016. 
● Notification: The GRAP was first notified in January 2017 by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
● Implementation: The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) has constituted a sub-committee for the operationalization of the GRAP.

○ This body includes officials from the CAQM, member secretaries of pollution control boards of Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, the Central 
Pollution Control Board, a scientist from the IMD and one from the IITM and Health Advisor.

○ The sub-committee is required to meet frequently to issue orders to invoke the GRAP.
○ The orders and directions of the CAQM will prevail in case of any conflict between directions issued by the State governments and the CAQM. 

● Various stages:
○ Stage 1 of GRAP: Activated when the AQI is in the ‘poor’ category (201 to 300), and On Wednesday, for instance, the AQI in Delhi was 211.
○ Second, third and fourth stages: Activated three days ahead of the AQI reaching the ‘very poor’ category (301 to 400), ‘severe’ category (401 to 450) 

and ‘severe +’ category (above 450).
● Data Source: For this, the CAQM is relying on air quality and meteorological forecasts by the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) and the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD).



Nov 15PIB ATAL TINKERING LABS PROGRAMME
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Government Policies & Interventions)

Context: In a first of its kind occurrence, around 1.5 lakh students from more than 5000 schools from India in the Atal Tinkering Labs programme of 

the Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog took part in a unique mega tinkering activity on the occasion of Children's day, on Nov 14. 

Key Points

● With a vision to ‘Cultivate one Million children in India as Neoteric Innovators’, Atal Innovation Mission is establishing Atal Tinkering 

Laboratories (ATLs) in schools across India.

● Recently AIM has achieved the objective of establishing more than 10,000 ATLs in schools across India with an objective to:

○ Foster curiosity, creativity, and imagination in young minds; and 

○ Inculcate skills such as design mindset, computational thinking, adaptive learning, physical computing etc.

● ATL students across the country have been ambassadors of the tinkering movement and have used their creative energies to make better 

versions of the hand-held fans.

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM)

● About: The Indian Government’s flagship program to foster a culture of entrepreneurship and innovation. 

● Objective: To develop new programmes and policies for fostering innovation in different sectors of the economy, provide platform and 

collaboration opportunities for different stakeholders, create awareness and create an umbrella structure to oversee the innovation 

ecosystem of the country.

● Funding: AIM provides grant-in-aid that includes a one-time establishment cost of Rs. 10 lakh and operational expenses of Rs. 10 lakh for a 

maximum period of 5 years to each ATL.

● Components of the AIM: Atal Tinkering Labs, Atal Incubation Centres, Atal New India Challenge, Mentor of Change Program, Atal Community 

Innovation Center and Atal Research & Innovation for Small Enterprises (ARISE)

● Game Development module: AIM has launched the Game Development module as part of the ‘Tinker from Home’ campaign. 

○ It is an online platform through which students can learn to create their own games and also share it with others. This platform 

envisages to make students transition from ‘game players’ to ‘game makers’.

Atal Tinkering Labs programme

● About: A sub-mission under the Atal 

Innovation Mission to nurture an 

innovative mindset amongst high school 

students across the length and breadth of 

India.

● ATL Eligibility: ATL’s would be set up by 

schools (having grades VI to X) that are 

managed by the government, local bodies, 

private trusts or societies, etc.

● Features of Atal Tinkering Labs: A work 

space where young minds can give shape 

to their ideas through hands on 

do-it-yourself mode; and learn innovation 

skills. Young children get a chance to work 

with tools and equipment to understand 

the concepts of STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math).

● ‘Tinker from Home’ campaign: In 

Covid-19, the ATL program has launched a 

‘Tinker from Home’ campaign to ensure 

that the children across the county have 

access to useful easy-to-learn online 

resources to keep themselves fruitfully 

occupied.



Nov 15DTE

Context: A recent birding drive - Tokhü Emong Bird Count (TEBC), organised in Nagaland during Tokhü Emong post-harvest festival of the 
Lotha Nagas, has documented a total of 178 bird species in the state.

Species reported

● Species of warblers reported: Ashy-throated, Buff-barred, Yellow-browed, Dusky, Grey-cheeked, Greenish, and Yellow-bellied 

Warblers, Spot-breasted Parrotbill, Ashy-throated, Buff-barred, Yellow-browed, Greenish, Yellow-bellied, Whistler’s, Blyth’s Leaf, 

Grey-hooded, Brown Bush, and Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler.

● 3 species of partridge: Hill, Rufous-throated, and Mountain Bamboo-Partridge.

● Multiple raptors were seen: Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Himalayan Buzzard, Oriental Scops-Owl and Amur Falcon. 

● A total of 90 bird species were recorded on the third day of drive: Asian Barred and Collared Owlet and three species of 

Scops-Owl — Mountain Scops-Owl, Collared Scops-Owl and Oriental Scops-Owl.

○ Three individuals of Black-tailed Crake. 

● Eight species of bulbul: Black-crested, Crested Finchbill, Striated, Red-vented, Red-whiskered, Flavescent, Himalayan Black, 

Mountain Bulbul.

● Four species of thrush: Long-billed, Black-breasted, Eyebrowed, Blue Whistling-Thrush. 

● Three species of wagtail: Grey, Eastern Yellow, and White Wagtail.

Tokhü Emong Bird Count(TEBC)

● About: Nagaland’s first bird documentation event to celebrate the birds of the state. 

○ The event has been timed with the post-harvest Tokhü Emong festival of the Lotha Nagas to spread awareness about 

the State’s avian diversity.

○ As 1 million Amur Falcons roost in Nagaland, this place in India was declared as the Falcon Capital of the World by the 

Ornithologists.

● Organized by: Wokha Forest Division and the Divisional Management Unit, Nagaland Forest Management Project (NFMP), 

Wokha, Nagaland and Bird Count India.

○ The event falls within the Salim Ali Bird Count, a nationwide event conducted by the Bombay Natural History Society.

● Basic activity: Go outdoors on any or all days from November 4-7 from anywhere in Nagaland, spend at least 15 minutes 

watching birds and upload your bird list to eBird, the bird recording platform.

TOKHÜ EMONG BIRD COUNT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Env & Eco)

Tokhü Emong festival

● About: Celebrated on 7th November every year for 9 

days in Nagaland.

○ Tokhu means moving from house to house, 

collecting tokens and gifts in form of naturals 

resources and food. 

○ The meaning of Emong is to put a halt for the 

appointed time.

● Participating community: Lothas, the Naga community 

that dominates Wokha district of Nagaland.

● Rituals: Gracious offerings are made to the ‘Sky God’ 

and ‘Earth God’ seeking for blessings.



Nov 15DTE

Context: Angola, Eritrea, Morocco and Nigeria last week signed the Food and Agricultural Organziation’s (FAO) Agreement 
on Port State Measures (PSMA), taking the number of signatories to this global alignment against illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing to 100 countries.

Key Points
● Loss of economy: One in every five fish caught around the world every year is thought to originate from IUU 

fishing. 
○ IUU fishing is responsible for the loss of 11-26 million tonnes of fish each year, which is estimated to have 

an economic value of $10 billion-$23 billion.
● Worst-performing countries: Nigeria is amongst the 10 worst-performing countries, according to the IUU Fishing 

Index 2021. 
○ The index measures the degree to which states are exposed to and effectively combat IUU fishing.

● Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing: According to the World Trade Organisation, IUU fishing refers to 
fishing and fishing-related activities conducted in
○ Contravention of national, regional and international laws
○ Non-reporting, misreporting or under-reporting of information on fishing operations and their catches
○ Fishing by stateless vessels
○ Fishing in areas under the mandate of regional fisheries management organisations (RFMOs) by non-party 

vessels and
○ Fishing activities which are not regulated by states and cannot be easily monitored.

Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA)
● About: A 2009 international treaty of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) designed to prevent and 

eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.
● Origin: The first internationally binding instrument which entered into force in June 2016.
● Official Name: Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated Fishing
● Members: The treaty has 55 parties, which includes 54 states plus the European Union.

○ 4 signatory states have not ratified the treaty: Benin, Brazil, Samoa, and Sierra Leone.
○ So far, India is not a signatory of the agreement.
○ Angola, Eritrea, Morocco and Nigeria are the latest countries to back the agreement.

AGREEMENT ON PORT STATE MEASURES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security)

Other treaties

● Cape Town Agreement (2012): The Cape Town 

Agreement was adopted by the IMO in 2012 to help 

combat illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing.

○ So far, India is not a signatory of the agreement.

● UNCLOS: As per the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), coastal nations are responsible 

for addressing IUU fishing issues within their respective 

EEZ. 

○ India has ratified the UN Law of the Seas in 1995.
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