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G20 MEETINGS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International relations/organisations)

Context: India’s G-20 Sherpa has called an inter-ministerial meeting of around 20 Secretaries on August 17.

G20

- Founded in 1999 with representatives of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

- An informal group of 19 countries and the European Union (EU).

- The membership comprises a mix of the world’s largest advanced and emerging economies, representing 

about two-thirds of the world’s population.

- Membership: The members are divided into five groups (India is in Group 2, along with Russia, South Africa 

and Turkey).

- Rotation method: The G-20 has no fixed headquarters, and the secretariat moves by rotation between the 

countries hosting or assuming Presidency of the grouping each year.

- System of ‘Sherpas’: The G-20 agenda that still depends heavily on the guidance of Finance Ministers and 

central Governors is finalised by a unique system of ‘Sherpas’, who are special envoys of G-20 leaders.

- Another feature of the G-20 is ‘Troika’ meetings, comprising the countries presiding over the G-20 in the past 

year, present year, and next year. At present, the Troika is made up of Italy, Indonesia and India.
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FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS (FTAS)

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economic development)

Context: Negotiations for the proposed free trade agreement between India and the UK is progressing at a faster pace.

Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)

- A pact between two or more nations to reduce 

barriers to imports and exports among them.

- Under a free trade policy, goods and services can be 

bought and sold across international borders with 

little or no government tariffs, quotas, subsidies, or 

prohibitions to inhibit their exchange.

- The concept of free trade is the opposite of trade 

protectionism or economic isolationism.

India and FTAs:

- So far, India has signed 13 Free Trade Agreements 

(FTAs) with its trading partners signed during the last 

five years, including the 3 agreements, namely 

- India-Mauritius Comprehensive Economic 

Cooperation and Partnership Agreement 

(CECPA), 

- India-UAE Comprehensive Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA) and 

- India-Australia Economic Cooperation and 

Trade Agreement (IndAus ECTA) 
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INDIA’S TRADE GAP

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: India’s trade gap with the United Arab Emirates ballooned fourfold in the May-June period, the 
first two months since the India-UAE free trade agreement came into effect, driven by a jump in oil and 
gold imports.

India’s Trade Deficit in 2021-22

- The trade deficit of India rose by 87.5 percent from USD 102.63 billion in 2020-21 to USD 192.41 billion in 

2021-22.

- Increase in merchandise import: The merchandise import of the country in the period April 2021 to March 

2022 was USD 610.22 billion, which is a 54.71 percent increase from the time period of April 2020 to March 

2021 which was recorded at USD 394.44 billion.

- Trade deficit: In March 2022, the country’s trade deficit was USD 18.69 billion, while during the entire 

period of 2021-22 it was USD 192.41 billion.

- India’s monthly merchandise export: The monthly merchandise exports of India for the first time exceeded 

USD 40 billion and reached USD 40.38 billion in March 2022.

- India’s merchandise import: In March 2022, the merchandise import of India stood at USD 59.07 billion, a 

20.79 percent from March 2021’s USD 48.90 billion.

- Non-petroleum exports: In March 2022, non-petroleum exports were recorded at USD 33 billion, which is a 

4.28 percent growth over March 2021’s USD 31.65 billion.

- Non-petroleum imports: In March 2022, the non-petroleum imports were recorded as USD 40.66 billion a 

5.26 percent increase from USD 38.63 billion recorded in March 2021.
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FLOATING SOLAR PROJECTS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: The government is working on a policy on floating solar power generation, offering higher incentives 
to companies willing to invest in plants requiring a power generation technology that is expensive

Floating Solar Panels

- Refers to the deployment of photovoltaic panels on the surface of water bodies. 

- They are a viable alternative to land-based solar arrays with applications in India.

- These platforms are typically moored on calmer bodies of water, such as ponds, lakes or reservoirs.

- These installations are relatively quick to construct, silent to run and require no land levelling or 

removal of vegetation.
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 TEESTA RIVER DISPUTE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International relations)

Context: India and Bangladesh are likely to ink at least one major river agreement later 
this month.

Background: Teesta river dispute

- India and Bangladesh have been engaged in a long-standing dispute over 

water-sharing in the Teesta. 

- India’s concern: Bangladesh is now discussing an almost $1 billion loan from China 

for a comprehensive management and restoration project on the Teesta river.

- 2011 interim deal – that was supposed to last 15 years – gave India 42.5 percent 

of the Teesta waters and gave Bangladesh 37.5 percent. Bengal opposed this deal 

so it was shelved and remains unsigned.

- Bangladesh sought a fair and equitable distribution of Teesta waters from 

India, on the lines of the Ganga Water Treaty 1996.

- The treaty is an agreement to share surface waters at the Farakka Barrage 

near their mutual border.

- In 2015, the Indian Prime Minister’s visit to Dhaka generated expectations to take 

forward the issue but it still remains unresolved.

- However, In India, individual states have significant influence over 

transboundary agreements, impeding the policymaking process.
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GAZA VIOLENCE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International relations)

Context: Calling for immediate resumption of talks between Israeli and Palestinian governments during an 
emergency session on violence in Gaza at the UN Security Council, India thanked the Egyptian government 
in particular for helping broker a ceasefire.
Gaza Violence: Israel and Palestinian militants in the Gaza Strip were exchanging fire, in the worst bout of 
cross-border violence since an 11-day war between Israel and Hamas last year. 



ANCIENT STONE TOOLS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Ancient History)

Context: For long it had been assumed that modern humans (homo sapiens) migrated from 
Africa to India around 1.25 lakh years ago and they carried middle palaeolithic stone tools with 
them to the country.

Palaeolithic Period

- An ancient cultural stage of human 

technological development, characterized 

by the creation and use of rudimentary 

chipped stone tools.

- The Paleolithic Period was also 

characterized by the manufacture of small 

sculptures (e.g., carved stone statuettes of 

women, clay figurines of animals, and 

other bone and ivory carvings) and 

paintings, incised designs, and reliefs on 

cave walls.

- Divided into three phases in accordance 

with the type of stone tools used by the 

people and also according to the nature of 

climatic change:

- First phase may be placed broadly 

between 600,000 and 150,000 BC

- Second between 150,000 and 

35,000 BC

- Third between 35,000 and 10,000 

BC.
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Novel Langya henipavirus
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context: Cases of a novel Langya henipavirus (LayV) have been reported in Shandong and Henan 
provinces of China.
Key points

- No human deaths have been reported due to LayV, which has a distinct genome.
- The disease may have been transmitted from shrews, small insectivorous mammals 

resembling a mouse.
- Nipah and Hendra virus also belong to the same genus, henipavirus, from the 

Paramyxoviridae family. 
- Paramyxoviridae is a family of single-stranded Ribonucleic acid (RNA) viruses that cause 

different types of viral infections. 
- These viruses are found in bats, rodents and shrews and are known to infect humans and 

potentially cause fatal diseases. 
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August 10PIB GOVERNMENT-E-MARKETPLACE (GEM) PLATFORM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: The Union Cabinet has expanded the scope of the Government e-Marketplace 
(GeM) to allow cooperative societies to register as buyers on this portal.

Cooperatives in Government-e-Marketplace (GeM) Platform

- It will help the cooperatives of the nation to get competitive prices via a transparent and 

open process. 

- Over 8,54,000 registered cooperatives along with their 270 million members will be 

benefitted. 

- The cooperative societies have over 270 million members, thus, procurement through the 

GeM portal will economically benefit the common man, and would also boost 

cooperatives’ credibility. 

- Currently, cooperatives could not register as “buyers” on the GeM platform and it was only 

made accessible for procurement by:

- The departments of the state governments

- The departments of the central government

- Local and autonomous bodies

- public sector undertakings (PSUs)

- While private players cannot use this portal for buying, still the private sector along with 

the government can become suppliers on this platform.

GeM portal

- This portal was launched by the government in August 2016 

as an end-to-end e-marketplace.

- Aim: facilitating efficient and transparent e-procurement of 

commonly-used services and goods that are required by the 

states, the Centre, and the PSUs. 

- The GeM is a government-to-business platform.



DST August 10 TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION HUBS (TIH)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

TiHAN: Technology Innovation Hub on Autonomous Navigation

- A multidisciplinary initiative which aims at making India a global 

player in the futuristic and next-generation “Smart Mobility” 

technology.

- It includes researchers from electrical, computer science, mechanical 

and aerospace, civil, mathematics.

- Currently, there is no such testbed facility in India to evaluate the 

autonomous navigation of vehicles. 

- Significance: It will provide a unique platform for high quality research 

between academia, industry and R&D labs both at the national and 

international level, thus making India a global leader in autonomous 

navigation technologies.
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