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ONE NATION ONE FERTILIZER SCHEME

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

One Nation One Fertiliser (Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Urvarak Pariyojana (PMBJP))

● Mandatory Brand name and Logo: Under the scheme, all fertiliser companies, State Trading Entities (STEs) and Fertiliser 

Marketing Entities (FMEs) will be required to use a single “Bharat” brand for fertilisers and logo under the PMBJP.

○ The new “Bharat” brand name and PMBJP logo will cover two-thirds of the front of the fertiliser packet.

■ PMBJP is the scheme under which the central government gives subsidies annually.

○ The manufacturing brands can only display their name, logo, and other information on the remaining one-third space.

● Mandatory prefix ‘BHARAT’: The single brand name for Urea, Diammonium Phosphate DAP, Muriate of potash (MOP) and 

Nitrogen Phosphorus Potassium NPK etc would be BHARAT UREA, BHARAT DAP, BHARAT MOP and BHARAT NPK etc. 

respectively for all Fertiliser Companies, State Trading Entities (STEs) and Fertiliser Marketing Entities (FMEs).

● Eligibility: This scheme applies to both public & private sector companies.

Fertilizer Subsidy

● Subsidy on Urea: The Centre pays subsidy on urea to fertiliser manufacturers on the basis of cost of production at each plant 

and the units are required to sell the fertiliser at the government-set Maximum Retail Price (MRP).

● Subsidy on Non-Urea Fertilisers: The MRPs of non-urea fertilisers are decontrolled or fixed by the companies. 

○ The Centre pays a flat per-tonne subsidy on these nutrients to ensure they are priced at reasonable levels.

○ All Non-Urea based fertilisers are regulated under Nutrient Based Subsidy Scheme.

○ Examples of non-urea fertilisers: Di-Ammonium Phosphate (DAP), Muriate of Potash (MOP).

● Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) Scheme (implemented since 2010 by the DoF): A fixed amount of subsidy decided on an annual 

basis, is provided on each grade of subsidized Phosphatic & Potassic (P&K) fertilizers depending on its nutrient content.

Context: Prime Minister inaugurated ‘One Nation, One Fertilizer’ scheme (Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Urvarak Pariyojana).



MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Issue related to poverty and hunger)

Context: According to UNDP Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), 140 million pulled out of poverty in India since 2015-16.

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI)

● Launched by: United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty & Human Development Initiative (OPHI) in 2010.

● Concept: based on the idea that poverty is not unidimensional (not just depends on income and one individual may lack several basic needs like education, health etc.), rather it is multidimensional.

● Objective: The index shows the proportion of poor people and the average number of deprivations each poor person experiences at the same time.

● Three dimensions and ten indicators:

○ Education: Years of schooling and child enrollment (1/6 weightage each, total 1/3);

○ Health: Child mortality and nutrition (1/6 weightage each, total 1/3);

○ Standard of living: Electricity, flooring, drinking water, sanitation, cooking fuel and assets (1/18 weightage each, total 1/3).

● Definition of multidimensionally poor: A person is multidimensionally poor if she/he is deprived in one third or more (means 33% or more) of the weighted indicators (out of the ten indicators).

○ Those who are deprived in one half or more of the weighted indicators are considered living in extreme multidimensional poverty.
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APPOINTMENT AND DISMISSAL OF A MINISTER
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)
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Context: Kerala Governor opened the next battlefront against the State government by threatening to remove 
Ministers from their posts if they continued to lower the dignity of his office.

Appointment and Dismissal of a Minister

● Article 164(1) of the Constitution: The Chief Minister shall be appointed by the Governor and the other 

Ministers shall be appointed by the Governor on the advice of the Chief Minister, and the Ministers 

shall hold office at the pleasure of the Governor.

○ No Governor can dismiss an individual Minister from a State Cabinet unless recommended by the 

Chief Minister.

○ Though the Governor is the appointing authority of the Chief Minister, he cannot appoint any 

person of his choice as a State Minister. 

○ A State Minister can be appointed only on the recommendation of the Chief Minister and if a 

Minister has to be removed from the post, it can only be on the advice of the Chief Minister.

● SC’s view: Supreme Court held that a government that enjoys a majority in the House cannot be 

dismissed by the Governor. 

○ Thus, if the government enjoys a majority in the House, the Governor cannot say that he 

withdraws his pleasure.

● Pleasure of the Governor: The Governor’s pleasure continues in the Constitutional sense as long as the 

government enjoys a majority in the House. 

● Thus, the pleasure of the Governor is co-terminus with the majority in the House..
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PRADHAN MANTRI KISAN SAMMAN NIDHI

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Agriculture)

Context: Prime Minister released ₹16,000 crore into the bank accounts of more than 85 million farmers across the country, in 
the 12th instalment of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi.

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
● Launched: on 24th February, 2019 to supplement financial needs of land holding farmers.

● Benefits: Financial benefit of Rs 6000/- per year in three equal installments (every 4 month) is transferred into the bank 

accounts of farmers’ families across the country through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mode.

● Eligibility: all landholding farmers (subject to the prevalent exclusion criteria).

● Exclusion Categories:

○ All Institutional Landholders.

○ Farmer families in which one or more of its members belong to the following categories:

■ Former and present holders of constitutional posts

■ Former and present Ministers/ State Ministers and former/present Members of LokSabha/ 

RajyaSabha/ State Legislative Assemblies/ State Legislative Councils, former and present Mayors of 

Municipal Corporations, former and present Chairpersons of District Panchayats.

■ All serving or retired officers and employees of Central/ State Government Ministries 

/Offices/Departments and its field units Central or State PSEs and Attached offices /Autonomous 

Institutions under Government as well as regular employees of the Local Bodies (Excluding Multi Tasking 

Staff /Class IV/Group D employees)

■ All superannuated/retired pensioners whose monthly pension is Rs.10,000/-or more (Excluding Multi 

Tasking Staff / Class IV/Group D employees) of above category

■ All Persons who paid Income Tax in last assessment year

■ Professionals like Doctors, Engineers, Lawyers, Chartered Accountants, and Architects registered with 

Professional bodies and carrying out profession by undertaking practices.

● Funding: It is a Central Sector Scheme with 100% funding from the Government of India.

● Implementation: It is being implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

● Identifications of beneficiaries: Responsibility of 

identifying the landholder farmer family eligible for benefit 

under the scheme shall be of the State/UT Government.

● PM-KISAN Mobile App: It was developed and designed by 

the National Informatics Centre in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.

● Physical Verification Module: A mandatory physical 

verification of 5% beneficiary every year is being done as 

per the provisions laid down in the scheme.



NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION (NATO)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International Organisations)
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Context: Nato launched its regular nuclear deterrence drills in western Europe, 
after tensions soared with Russia over President Vladimir Putin’s veiled threats in 
the face of setbacks in Ukraine.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

● About: It is a military alliance established by the North Atlantic Treaty (also 

called the Washington Treaty) of April, 1949, by the United States, Canada, and 

several Western European nations to provide collective security against the 

Soviet Union.

● Members: currently 30 member states.

○ 12 founding members: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, 

Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the United 

Kingdom and the United States.

○ Latest member: North Macedonia (2020)

○ India is not a member of NATO because it is a firmly non-aligned 

country and stakes its international reputation on remaining 

non-aligned. 

● Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium.

● Objectives:

○ Political objectives: NATO promotes democratic values and enables 

members to consult and cooperate on defense and security-related 

issues to solve problems, build trust and, in the long run, prevent 

conflict.

○ Military Objectives: NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of 

disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military power to undertake 

crisis-management operations.

● Funding: NATO is funded by its members. 

○ The U.S. contributes roughly three-fourths of NATO's budget.

● Functions: NATO has an integrated military command structure but very few forces or assets are 

exclusively its own.

○ Most forces remain under full national command and control until member countries 

agree to undertake NATO-related tasks.

○ All 30 allies have an equal say, the Alliance’s decisions must be unanimous and consensual, 

and its members must respect the basic values that underpin the Alliance, namely 

democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law.

○ NATO's protection does not extend to members' civil wars or internal coups.



Oct 18PIB NATIONAL MARITIME HERITAGE COMPLEX
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Art & Culture)

Context: Prime Minister reviewed the site work progress of the National Maritime Heritage Complex at Lothal, Gujarat.

National Maritime Heritage Complex
● Memorandum of Understanding (MoU): in 2021, the Ministry of Culture (MoC) and Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for 

‘Cooperation in Development of National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC)’ at Lothal, Gujarat.
● Objectives: developed as an international tourist destination, where the maritime heritage of India from ancient to modern times would be showcased.
● Unique Features: recreation of ancient Lothal city, which is one of the prominent cities of the ancient Indus valley civilization.
● Other features: It is going to cover an area of 400 acres, with structures such as Heritage Theme Park, National Maritime Heritage Museum, Lighthouse Museum, Maritime Institute, eco-resorts, 

and more.
○ There will also be many pavilions where all coastal states in India and union territories can showcase their artifacts and maritime heritage.

Lothal
● Historical aspects: One of the southernmost cities of the ancient Indus Valley Civilization located in Gujarat. Construction of the city began around 2400 BCE.
● Mathematically planned: It had a grid pattern with proper streets crossing at right angles and drainage systems.
● Emphasis on cleanliness: Can be judged from the discovery of toilets and lota-like jars which shows our fixation with washing up goes back all the way to the Harappan Civilisation.
● Divided into two parts: the upper town and the lower town. 
● Port: Rectangular basin has been found at Lothal that was said to be the dockyard. It is 218 m long and 37 m wide and is bound on all sides by baked bricks.
● City of trade: The discovery of Lothal seals in other ancient cities points to its importance in trade that was conducted with other ancient civilisations.
● Highly skilled artisans: The Lothal bead-makers were highly skilled as hundreds of carnelian beads in various stages of production and tools and raw materials were recovered.

○ Beads made from semi-precious stones, terracotta, gold, etc. were popular in areas as far as Sumer (modern-day Iraq), Bahrain and Iran.



Oct 18PIB INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL POLICE ORGANISATION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security)

Context: Prime Minister addressed the 90th Interpol General Assembly in New Delhi.

Key Points
● The 90th General Assembly of INTERPOL will be held from 18th to 21st October.
● The Interpol General Assembly meeting is taking place in India after a gap of about 25 years - it was last held in 1997. 
● India’s proposal to host the INTERPOL General Assembly in 2022 at New Delhi coinciding with celebrations for 75th year of 

India’s independence was accepted by the General Assembly with overwhelming majority. 
● The event provides an opportunity to showcase best practices in India’s law and order system to the entire world.

International Criminal Police Organisation or Interpol
● About: a 195-member intergovernmental organisation.

○ Formed in 1923 as the International Criminal Police Commission, and started calling itself Interpol in 1956.
○ India joined the organisation in 1949, and is one of its oldest members.

● Headquarter: Lyon, France.
● General Assembly: It is Interpol’s supreme governing body, and comprises representatives from all its member countries.

○ It meets annually for a session lasting approximately four days, to vote on activities and policy.
○ Each country is represented by one or more delegates at the Assembly, who are typically chiefs of law 

enforcement agencies.
○ The Assembly also elects the members of the Interpol Executive Committee, the governing body which “provides 

guidance and direction in between sessions of the Assembly”.
● Interpol’s declared global policing goals include: Countering terrorism, promoting border integrity worldwide, protection of 

vulnerable communities, providing a secure cyberspace for people and businesses, curbing illicit markets, supporting 
environment security, and promoting global integrity.

● INTERPOL Notices: international requests for cooperation or alerts allowing police in member countries to share critical 
crime-related information.

○ Interpol issues eight different types: Red Notice, Green Notice, Yellow Notice, Orange Notice, Blue Notice, Purple 
Notice, Black Notice, and an INTERPOL–United Nations Security Council Special Notice.



MIDDAY MEAL SCHEME
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Government Policies & Interventions)

Context: The Centre has increased allocations for materials cost for mid-day meals at schools by 9.6 per cent, after 
two unprecedented years of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Key points
● India is home to a third of the world’s malnourished children. It also ranked 107 out of 121 countries on 

the Global Hunger Index (2022).

● The price of a mid-day meal in primary school (grades 1-5) has been set at Rs 5.45 and in upper primary 

school (class 6-8) at Rs 8.17. 

● Material cost makes up the largest proportion of the cost of the Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman 

scheme (PM POSHAN). 

○ It accounts for money required to buy oil, pulses, vegetables, fuel, spices, salt and cooking labour 

coast. 

● Wheat and rice is provided under the public distribution system. 

● The approved funding pattern mandates a 90:10 ratio between the Centre and states respectively for the 

North Eastern Region, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand & Jammu and Kashmir. 

○ For Union territories (UT) without a legislature, the Centre contributes the entire cost, while the 

ratio is split 60:40 for remaining states and the two UTs with legislature - Delhi and Puducherry. 

● Insufficient LPG supply and high inflation, particularly for pulses - a key source of protein for the student 

beneficiaries - are the major pressure points. 

Midday Meal Scheme

● About: largest school feeding programme of its kind in the world, covering students enrolled in government 

schools from Classes 1 to 8.

● Objective: to enhance enrolment in schools.

● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Education.

● Current Status: The current version of the programme, renamed PM Poshan Shakti Nirman or PM Poshan in 

2021.
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Midday Meal Scheme

● Coverage: The scheme covers 11.80 crore children across Classes 1 to 8 (age 

group 6 to 14).

● Legal Entitlement: It is not just a scheme, but a legal entitlement of all 

school-going children in primary and upper primary classes, through the 

National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013.

○ This was also reaffirmed by the Supreme Court’s ruling in People’s 

Union of Civil Liberties vs Union of India and Others (2001).

● Funding Pattern: The allocation of Rs 4.97 per child per day (primary classes) 

and Rs 7.45 (upper primary) are shared in 

○ 60:40 ratio with states and UTs with a legislature.

○ 90:10 with the Northeastern states, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

○ The Centre bears 100% of the costs in UTs without legislature.



INSULIN AND TYPE 1 DIABETES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Health)

Context: Millions of diabetes patients in low- and middle-income countries cannot access or afford insulin, 
according to a recent report.

More In News
● Three in four adults with diabetes worldwide live in low- and middle-income countries.
● Only 29 of the 108 countries in scope have all the insulins classified as essential medicines by the 

World Health Organization registered and only one of those is a low-income country.
○ In 24 countries, no insulins were found to be registered at all.

● The lack of adequate infrastructure to manufacture or store insulin is a major hurdle many low- and 
middle-income countries face. 

Insulin
● Insulin is a hormone secreted by the b cells of the pancreas.
● It is commonly associated with an ability to regulate glucose metabolism.
● An important mechanism in the cell is insulin signalling, which is a series of biochemical reactions that 

convey information about availability of insulin and the necessity to regulate the glucose in the blood.
● There are two main pathways for insulin signalling, named AKT and ERK, which together balance 

metabolism and growth.
● These specifically control storage of glucose in the liver and also stimulate glucose transport in 

skeletal muscle and fat.
● Abnormalities in insulin signalling thus impact health and survival itself of organisms.

100 years of insulin use
● It has been successful 100 years after the discovery of Insulin. 
● Insulin was discovered by Sir Frederick G Banting, Charles H Best and JJR Macleod in 1921.
● It was the greatest medical breakthrough of the 20th century and remains the go-to treatment for 

type I diabetes globally today.
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Type 1 diabetes

● Type 1 diabetes, once known as juvenile diabetes or 

insulin-dependent diabetes, is a chronic condition in which the 

pancreas produces little or no insulin. 

● Insulin is a hormone needed to allow sugar (glucose) to enter cells 

to produce energy.

● Different factors, including genetics and some viruses, may 

contribute to type 1 diabetes. 

● Although type 1 diabetes usually appears during childhood or 

adolescence, it can develop in adults.



BARIATRIC SURGERY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context: Amid increasing concerns over the current rise in sudden cardiac deaths, a medical journal has suggested that bariatric 
surgery — previously known as stomach-stapling surgery — could be the solution for Indians.

Bariatric surgery

● About: Gastric bypass and other weight-loss surgeries - known collectively as bariatric surgery - involve making changes to our 

digestive system to help us lose weight.

● Reducing obesity: Bariatric surgery is done to help us lose excess weight and reduce our risk of potentially life-threatening 

weight-related health problems, including:

○ Heart disease and stroke

○ High blood pressure

○ Nonalcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) or nonalcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH)

○ Sleep apnea

○ Type 2 diabetes

● Types of bariatric surgery:

○ Roux-en-Y (roo-en-wy) gastric bypass: It works by decreasing the amount of food you can eat at one sitting and reducing 

absorption of nutrients.

○ Sleeve gastrectomy: With sleeve gastrectomy, about 80% of the stomach is removed, leaving a long, tube-like pouch. This 

smaller stomach can't hold as much food. It also produces less of the appetite-regulating hormone ghrelin, which may 

lessen the desire to eat.

○ Biliopancreatic diversion with duodenal switch: This surgery both limits how much you can eat and reduces the 

absorption of nutrients. 

● Success Rate: Bariatric surgery has a pretty high success rate with about 80 percent of people losing the desired amount of 

weight; and most of this weight loss happens in the first year itself.

● India’s status: In 2020, Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has standardised health policies across 

all health insurers to even cover bariatric surgeries.
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