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WHEAT PRODUCTION IN INDIA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Agriculture)

Context: The production of wheat is estimated to come down to 106.84 million 
tonnes in 2021-22 from 109.59 million tonnes in 2020-21.

Present status of India’s wheat exports

- India is the world’s second-biggest wheat producer.

- Major export countries:

- Bangladesh(55.9 percent)

- Sri Lanka(7.9 percent)

- UAE(6.9 percent)

- Indonesia(5.9 percent)

- Yemen(5.3 percent)

- Philippines(5.1 percent)

- Wheat is under Public distribution system (PDS) in India.

Climate conditions for Wheat production

- Rabi Crop sown in October-December and harvested during April-June.

- Temperature required: Between 23±3°C and for good tillering temperature 

should range between 16-20°C.

- Rainfall: 50 cm to 100 cm.

- Soil Type: Soils with a clay loam or loam texture, good structure and moderate 

water holding capacity are ideal for wheat cultivation.

- Wheat producing states in India: Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar and Gujarat.
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INDIA’S OIL DEMAND

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: India’s demand for petroleum products like petrol and diesel will grow by 7.73 per 
cent in 2022, the fastest pace in the world.

Status of India’s Oil sector

- India is the world’s third largest oil importing and consuming nation behind the 

US and China.

- The oil and gas sector is among the eight core industries in India.

- 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in natural gas, petroleum products and 

refineries among others. 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

- Founded in Baghdad, Iraq.

- Founding Members: Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela.

- A permanent, intergovernmental organization.

- Objective: to co-ordinate and unify petroleum policies among Member Countries, in order to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers.

- Headquarter: Vienna, Austria.

- OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which shares the ideals of the organization.
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WEB3 INDUSTRY

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: Web3 will end the rigid control and exploitation faced by 
creators and developers through subjective parameters issued by 
BigTech, which influences the form, reach and monetary benefit 
their content will have on the internet. 

Web 3.0

● A decentralized internet to be run on blockchain technology.

● It would be different from the versions in use, Web 1.0 and 

Web 2.0.
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FRAMEWORK FOR MICROFINANCE LOANS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: Microfinance companies’ loan disbursal in June quarter fell from the preceding quarter, a phenomenon 
experts attributed to a recent Reserve Bank of India (RBI) guideline revising risk assessment practices for these 
lenders.

New RBI rules

- Revised the definition of a microfinance loan to indicate a collateral-free loan given to a household having 

annual income of up to Rs. 3 lakh.

- No prepayment penalty on microfinance loans.

- Regulated Entities (REs) would have to put in place a mechanism for identification of the borrowers facing 

repayment-related difficulties

Applicability of the Guidelines

- All Commercial Banks (including Small Finance Banks, Local Area Banks, and Regional Rural Banks) excluding 

Payments Banks.

- All Primary (Urban) Co-operative Banks/ State Co-operative Banks/ District Central Co-operative Banks.

- All Non-Banking Financial Companies (including Microfinance Institutions and Housing Finance Companies).
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 ROHINGYA MIGRANTS ISSUE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal security)

Context: Hours after Minister for Urban Development tweeted that all Rohingya migrants from Myanmar living 
in a camp in Delhi will be shifted to flats, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) issued a strong denial.
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PARTICULATE MATTER EMISSIONS (PM2.5) 

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

Context: A global analysis of air quality found that Indian cities, while recording particulate matter 
emissions (PM2.5) that are among the highest in the world, do relatively better on nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 
emissions.
PM2.5 refers to particles that have diameter less than 2.5 micrometres (more than 100 times thinner than 
a human hair) and remain suspended for longer.



WORLD’S LARGEST WATERFALL BENEATH OCEAN
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography )

Context: one of the mightiest of waterfalls exists in the Denmark Strait nestled between 
Iceland (northwest) and Greenland (southeast) — Denmark Strait Cataract. 
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SOLAR PV PANELS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech and Environment & Ecology)

Context:  Conventional solar panels can look underwhelming as more public spaces incorporate 
photovoltaic (PV) technology. 
A new type of panel that takes on colourful hues and is almost as efficient as traditional ones might 
be a solution. 

Solar PV panels
- A typical solar PV value chain consists of first fabricating polysilicon ingots which need to be 

transformed into thin Silicon wafers that are needed to manufacture the PV mini-modules.
- The bigger size of the solar wafer there is an advantage in terms of silicon cost per wafer, as 

this effectively means lower loss of silicon during ingot to wafer processing.
Working on PV panel

- When the sun shines onto a solar panel, energy from the sunlight is absorbed by the PV cells 
in the panel. This energy creates electrical charges that move in response to an internal 
electric field in the cell, causing electricity to flow.
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August 18PIB ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICTS PROGRAM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 -  Social issues)

Aspirational Districts Programme
- Launched in 2018
- Aim: to transform districts that have shown relatively lesser progress in key social 

areas.
- Districts in India that are affected by poor socio-economic indicators.
- Objectives: focuses on the strength of each district, identifying low-hanging fruits for 

immediate improvement and measuring progress by ranking districts on a monthly 
basis.



Startups and Unicorns in India
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 -  Economy & Infrastructure)

Unicorn
- Any privately owned firm with a market capitalization of more than USD 1 billion.
- New entities dedicated to offering creative solutions and new business models, among 

other things.
Startups and Unicorns in India

- India has become the 3rd largest start-up ecosystem in the world after the US and China.
- 44 Indian start-ups have achieved unicorn status in 2021 taking the overall tally of unicorns 

to 83, most of which are in the services sector.
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