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ZONAL COUNCIL
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal security)

Context: Demands from states in central India during the 23rd central council meeting chaired by Union Home Minister in Bhopal.

Zonal Council

- Statutory bodies: They are established by an Act of the Parliament, that is, States Reorganisation Act of 1956.

- Five Zonal Councils were set up under Part-III of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956: The Northern Zonal Council, The Central Zonal Council, 

The Eastern Zonal Council, The Western Zonal Council, The Southern Zonal Council.

- A North-Eastern Council was created by a separate Act of Parliament, the North-Eastern Council Act of 1971.

○ Members: Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Tripura and Sikkim.

- Organizational Structure:

○ Chairman - The Union Home Minister is the Chairman of each of these Councils.

○ Vice Chairman - The Chief Ministers of the States included in each zone act as Vice-Chairman of the Zonal Council for that zone by 

rotation, each holding  office for a period of one year at a time.

○ Members- Chief Minister and two other Ministers as nominated by the Governor from each of the States and two members from 

Union Territories included in the zone.

○ Advisers- One person nominated by the Planning Commission for each of the Zonal Councils, Chief Secretaries and another 

officer/Development Commissioner nominated by each of the States included in the Zone

○ Union Ministers are also invited to participate in the meetings of Zonal Councils depending upon necessity.

- Each Zonal Council is an advisory body and may discuss any matter in which some or all of the States represented in that Council, or the 

Union and one or more of the States represented in that Council, have a common interest and advise the Central Government and the 

Government of each State concerned as to the action to be taken on any such matter.

- As per Section 17(1) of States Reorganisation Act, each Zonal Council shall meet at such time as the Chairman of the Council may appoint in 

this behalf.
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CRISP-M TOOL FOR MGNREG SCHEME

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: With CM of Jharkhand, British High Commissioner is scheduled to launch a 
new tool JHAR-CRISP - funded and formulated by UK agencies - in Ranchi.

Climate Resilience Information System and Planning (CRISP-M)

- It is a tool for integration of climate information in Geographic Information 

System (GIS) based watershed planning under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA.

- The tool will help embed climate information in the GIS-based planning and 

implementation of MGNREGA.

- The British Government and other stakeholders supported the Rural 

Development Ministry in developing the tool.

- This tool will be used in seven states where the Foreign Commonwealth and 

Development Office (FCDO), Government of UK and Ministry of Rural 

Development, Government of India are jointly working towards climate resilience. 

- The states are Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 

Odisha and Rajasthan.
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FACELESS TAX ASSESSMENT SCHEME

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) is reviewing the operation of its faceless tax 
assessment procedures to ensure field officers do not make aggressive tax demands and allow natural 
justice to take its course.

Faceless tax assessment scheme

- The faceless system was introduced in 2019 in order to bring automation in the system.

- It is a huge step forward in the direction of achieving a more digitally and technically empowered 

functionality of the government authorities and department.

- Under this scheme, the Individual will be able to carry out the assessment process digitally and in a 

much-fast-tracked manner.

- Faceless Assessment Scheme Focuses On :

○ No human interface 

○ Eased compliance for taxpayers 

○ Efficiency and transparency 

○ Quality of assessment improved 

○ Fast-tracking of disposal of disputes and cases 

○ Specialization in functionality
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CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSITS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: Banks in India have hiked their fundraising activity through the issuance of certificates of deposits.

Certificate of Deposit (CD)

- It is a savings product that earns interest on a lump sum for a fixed period of time. 

- CDs differ from savings accounts because the money must remain untouched for the entirety of their term or risk penalty fees or 

lost interest. 

- CDs usually have higher interest rates than savings accounts as an incentive for lost liquidity.

- Almost all consumer financial institutions offer CDs, although it’s up to each bank which terms it wants to offer, how much higher 

the rate will be compared to the bank’s savings and money market products, and what penalties it applies for early withdrawal.
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TOMATO FLU

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context: A new infection dubbed tomato flu, or tomato fever, has been detected in India mostly 
among children younger than five.

Tomato flu

- Tomato fever or ‘Tomato Flu’ or HFMD (hand, foot and mouth disease) is a viral illness where an 

individual suffers from rashes, and blisters which are red and resonates with tomatoes. 

- Tomato fever is highly contagious.

- The sickness does not pose any substantial risk to life. 

- Tomato fever is believed to be caused by a virus.  It is still considered to be an unidentified type of 

fever. 

- Some suspect it as an aftereffect of certain diseases spread by mosquito bites, such as 

chikungunya (a viral infection causing fever and joint inflammation) or dengue fever (a viral 

infection causing fever, rashes, and body pain).

- This disease can spread through intestinal viruses or can be a side effect of dengue or 

chikungunya.

- There is no particular treatment required. However, the symptoms usually subside in seven to ten 

days.
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TEA PRODUCTION IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Agriculture)

Context: India’s June tea production fell 17.4% from a year earlier to 141.31 million kilograms (kg) as floods and pest attack dented 
output in the main producing region.

Tea production in India

- India is the second-largest producer of tea 

globally.

- India is also among the world's top tea consuming 

countries, with 80% of the tea produced in the 

country consumed by the domestic population.

- The northern part of India is the biggest producer 

at about 83% of the country's annual tea 

production.

- India is among the top 5 tea exporters in the world 

making about 10% of the total exports.

- The Tea Board of India was set up in 1953 for the 

development of tea industry in India.

○ Being the regulatory body, the Board 

exerts control over the producers, 

manufacturers, exporters, tea brokers, 

auction organizers and warehouse keepers 

through various control orders notified 

under Tea Act. 



MONUMENTS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Art & Culture)

Context: The Supreme Court said it is within the policy domain of the Centre to take a call on declaring the ‘Ram Sethu’ a national 
monument and that the courts have a limited role in this.

Monuments of National Importance

- National ancient Monuments are defined under the Ancient Monument and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act,1958.

- The Act defines Ancient Monument as any structure or monument or any cave, rock sculpture, an inscription that is of historical, or 

archaeological interest.

- Ancient Monument and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act,1958: The main purpose of the Act was to preserve the historic monuments and 

archeological areas and regulate the mines to protect the ancient carvings and the articles of national importance.

- The Central Government is authorised to maintain, protect and promote the monuments.

- A "Monument of National Importance" is designated by the Archaeological Survey of India and includes the following:

○ The remains of an ancient monument

○ The site of an ancient monument

○ The land on which there are fences or protective covering structures for preserving the monument

○ Land by means of which people can freely access the monument
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EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context:Health authorities in the Democratic Republic of the Congo are looking into a suspected case 
of Ebola virus disease in the eastern province of North Kivu.

August 23
DOWN TO 

EARTH

Ebola virus disease (EVD)

- Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever, is a rare but 

severe, often fatal illness in humans.

- The virus is transmitted to people from wild animals and spreads in the human population 

through human-to-human transmission.

- The average EVD case fatality rate is around 50%. Case fatality rates have varied from 25% 

to 90% in past outbreaks.

- Vaccines to protect against Ebola have been developed and have been used to help 

control the spread of Ebola outbreaks in Guinea and in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo (DRC).

History of Ebola Virus Disease

- First discovered in 1976, the disease broke out for two consecutive times in different parts 

of central Africa. 

- WHO has termed the 2014–2016 outbreak in West Africa as the largest Ebola outbreak 

ever since it was first discovered. 

- The latest 2018-2019 outbreak in eastern DRC has been highly complex.

- In 2014, Kerala also faced a threat of Ebola virus transmission as many people coming 

from infected areas in African subcontinent visited India.



August 23PIB SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION (SCO)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal security)

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
- The SCO is an intergovernmental organization founded in Shanghai in 2001. 
- The SCO currently comprises:

○ Eight Member States: China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan), 
○ Four Observer States interested in acceding to full membership: Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran, and Mongolia
○ Six “Dialogue Partners”: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Turkey

- In 2021, the decision was made to start the accession process of Iran to the SCO as a full member, and Egypt, Qatar as well as Saudi Arabia became dialogue 
partners. 

- Since its inception in 2001, the SCO has mainly focused on regional security issues, its fight against regional terrorism, ethnic separatism and religious 
extremism. 
○ To date, the SCO’s priorities also include regional development.

- The SCO has been an observer in the UN General Assembly since 2005.



August 23PIB ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) LOAN
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure and economy)

Key points
- The project is aligned with the objectives of the Government of India’s Jal Jeevan Mission which aims to provide piped water to all rural households by 2024.
- It will upgrade water supply infrastructure and strengthen institutional capacity to ensure safe, sustainable, and inclusive rural water supply and sanitation 

services.
- ADB's involvement in the project will provide water management best practices, strengthen institutional capacity, and guide tariff reform.

Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
- ADB is an international development finance institution whose mission is to help its developing member countries reduce poverty and improve the quality of 

life of their people.
- Headquartered in Manila, and established in 1966, ADB is owned and financed by its 68 members, of which 49 are from the region.
- ADB's main partners are governments, the private sector, non government organizations, development agencies, community-based organizations, and 

foundations.
- Under Strategy 2020, a long-term strategic framework adopted in 2008, ADB will follow three complementary strategic agendas: inclusive growth, 

environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.
- In pursuing its vision, ADB's main instruments comprise loans, technical assistance, grants, advice, and knowledge.
- Although most lending is in the public sector - and to governments - ADB also provides direct assistance to private enterprises of developing countries through 

equity investments, guarantees, and loans. In addition, its triple-A credit rating helps mobilize funds for development.   
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