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FIFA WORLD CUP 2022

(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Sports & Awards)

FIFA World Cup 

● About: The FIFA World Cup is considered to be the pinnacle of international footballing events since its inception in 1930.

○ The tournament is held at a duration of every four years since its inaugural edition, except for the 1942 and 1946 

editions, which were canceled due to World War 2.

○ Maximum FIFA World Cup title: Brazil has emerged as the most successful team at the FIFA World Cup events so far with 

a total of five titles to their credit so far.

○ The first World Cup final decided in the penalty shootout was played between Brazil and Italy on July 18, 1994, at Rose 

Bowl in Pasadena.

● FIFA 2022: A total of 32 nations took part in the group stage of the tournament.

○ While the teams had been divided into eight groups of four teams each, the top two teams from each group advanced 

into the next round.

● Mascot: The mascot for the FIFA World Cup 2022 is ‘La’eeb’.

○ It is inspired by the keffiyeh, a traditional headdress worn by Arab men.

○ ‘La’eeb’ in Arabic translates to ‘super-skilled player’, in anticipation of the hundreds of footballers about to land in the 

country.

○ It is made of a piece of clothing.

● Host country for 2022: Qatar

○ It is the first Arab nation to host the tournament.

● Shortest world cup: At 29 days from start to finish (20 November to 18 December), 2022 was the shortest World Cup since 

Argentina 1978.

● India in FIFA: The Indian team qualified for the FIFA World Cup held in Brazil in 1950. But despite this, the team did not play in the 

World Cup due to a habit of playing barefoot. 

○ According to the rules of FIFA, it was mandatory to play in the World Cup by wearing shoes. 

Context: The Argentina national football team has won three FIFA World Cups, one in 1978 and one in 1986, and now in 2022, making 
them one of the most successful national teams in the world. 

● Argentina was runner-up three times, in 1930, 1990, and 2014.
● In 18 World Cup tournaments, Argentina have 47 victories in 87 matches. 
● The team was present in all but four of the World Cups, being behind only Brazil and Germany in number of appearances.
● France won the 2018 edition of the FIFA World Cup in Russia.



RBI GOVERNOR
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

RBI Governor

● Structure of RBI: Reserve Bank of India is controlled by a central board of directors. 

○ The directors are appointed for a 4-year term by the Government of India in keeping with the Reserve Bank of India Act.

○ The Central Board consists of:

■ Governor 

■ 4 Deputy Governors

■ 2 Finance Ministry representatives

■ 4 directors to represent local boards headquartered at Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, and New Delhi

● The executive head of RBI is Governor.

● The Governor is accompanied by 4 deputy governors.

● Official Directors (central board of directors)

○ Full-time: Governor and not more than four Deputy Governors

● Non-Official Directors

○ Nominated by Government: ten Directors from various fields and two government Official

○ Others: 4 Directors - one each from four local boards (regional)

● History: The First Governor of RBI was Sir Osborne Smith and the First Indian Governor of RBI was C D Deshmukh.

○ The First woman Deputy Governor of RBI was K J Udeshi.

○ The only Prime Minister who had been the Governor of RBI was Manmohan Singh.

○ Benegal Rama Rau had the longest tenure - a little over seven and a half years, from July 1, 1949 to January 14, 1957.

○ Of the eight Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governors who have held office since the economic liberalisation of 1991, Bimal 

Jalan had the longest stint and S Venkitaramanan the shortest.

○ The current governor of RBI (2021) is Shaktikanta Das.

○ Shaktikanta Das will overtake Jalan when he completes his second term in December 2024.

○ In fact, after Rama Rau, Das will be the second governor in the RBI´s history to be at the helm for at least six years.
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Context: The 87 year old Indian central bank has seen 25 governors.



INDIAN
EXPRESS

Page 13
REVIEW OF A JUDGEMENT

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Review of a Judgement

● Constitutional Provision: Article 137 grants the SC the power to review its judgments or orders. 

○ The Court has the power to review its rulings to correct a “patent error” and not “minor mistakes of inconsequential 

import”. 

○ A review is by no means an appeal in disguise. That means the Court is allowed not to take fresh stock of the case but to 

correct grave errors that have resulted in the miscarriage of justice.

● Ground for review: The Supreme Court has laid down three grounds:

○ Discovery   of   new   and important matter or evidence which, after the exercise of due diligence was not within the 

knowledge of the person seeking the review or could not be produced by him at the time when the order was made.

○ Some mistake or error apparent on the face of the record is found.

○ Any analogous ground. 

■ It may not be exercised on the ground that the decision was erroneous on merits. That would be the province of a 

court of appeal. 

■ A power of review is not to be confused with appellate power which may enable an appellate court to correct all  

manner   of   errors   committed   by   the   subordinate court.

● Procedure: A review petition must be filed within 30 days of pronouncement of the judgement. 

○ Except in cases of death penalty, review petitions are heard through “circulation” by judges in their chambers, and not in an 

open court. 

○ Lawyers make their case through written submissions and not oral arguments. 

○ The judges who passed the verdict decide on the review petition as well.

● Alternative after review: The Curative Petition concept evolved by the Supreme Court of India in Roopa Hurra v Ashok Hurra case 

(2002) which can be heard after a review petition is dismissed.

○ The Curative Petition is the last chance available for the protection from the compensation of injustice in the court after the 

review petition is dismissed or has been exhausted. 

Context: The Supreme Court has dismissed a petition filed by 2002 Gujarat riots victim Bilkis Bano, seeking review of its May 2022 
order which said the Gujarat government was the appropriate government to decide the prayer for remission by one of the 11 convicts 
handed life terms in her case, and let the state’s 1992 remission policy apply in the matter.
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CLASSIFICATION OF INDIAN CITIES

(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Indian Society)

Context: Tier 2 and 3 cities cornered a greater share of India’s e-commerce market over the last 12 months, with easy access to large assortments of 
products prompting shoppers in under-penetrated markets to turn to online purchases.
● E-commerce market share of tier 3 cities grew from 34.2% in 2021 to 41.5% in 2022, while tier 2 cities rose from 19.4% to 21.4% during the 

period. 
● At the same time, market share of tier 1 cities dipped from 46.4% in 2021 to 37.1% in 2022

Classification of Indian Cities into Tiers

● About: Cities in India have been classified into Tier 1, 2  and 3 categories. 

○ The most developed ones are called tier 1 and the underdeveloped ones are called tier 2 and tier 3 cities.

● Current way of classification: India has been divided into various categories by the Pay Commission. 

■ The classification of Indian cities is a ranking system used by the Government of India to allocate House Rent Allowance (HRA) 

to public servants employed in cities in India.

■ The earlier HRA of the cities was changed from A1 to X;A, B1 and B2 to Y and C and unclassified cities to Z. 

■ Now X, Y and Z are known as Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities respectively. 

● Current status: There are eight X cities and 97 Y cities in India. 

■ X Cities: In X category of cities the HRA is 24% of the basic pay. 

● 8 X cities/ Tier-1 cities: Pune, Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata, Hyderabad.

■ Y Cities: If the HRA of the people's serving in Government organization is 16% of their basic pay the city falls under Y category

■ Z Cities: In case the HRA is 8% of the basic pay the city is called as Z Category city. 

● Population-based classification: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) classifies centres into six tiers based on population.

○ Tier 1: 1,00,000 and more Population

○ Tier 2: 50,000 to 99,999 Population

○ Tier 3: 20,000 to 49,999 Population

○ Tier 4: 10,000 to 19,999 Population

○ Tier 5: 5000 to 9999 Population

○ Tier 6: less than 5000 Population



ONE DISTRICT ONE PRODUCT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Indian Economy)
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One District One Product (ODOP)

● About: The ‘One District, One Product (ODOP) was later launched in 

2018, to help districts reach their full potential, foster economic and 

socio-cultural growth, and create employment opportunities, 

especially in rural areas.

○ It is a centrally sponsored scheme to be shared by the central 

government and states in 60:40 contributions.

● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Food Processing Industries.

● Merged with the ‘Districts as Export Hub’ initiative: ODOP initiative 

is operationally merged with the ‘Districts as Export Hub’ initiative 

being implemented by DGFT, Department of Commerce, with the 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) as a 

major stakeholder.                                        

○ The Department of Commerce through DGFT is engaging with 

State and Central Government agencies to promote the 

initiative of One District One Product. 

● Origin: It was launched in January 2018, by the Uttar Pradesh 

Government, and due to its success, was later adopted by the Central 

Government.

○ ODOP is basically a Japanese business development concept, 

which gained prominence in 1979.

Context: The commerce and industry ministry is working on an integrated 
scheme that combines Districts as Export Hub (DEH) and One District One 
Product (ODOP), which is likely to be announced in Budget FY2.

District Export Hub Initiative

○ About: Under the scheme, District Export Promotion Committees(DEPCs) have 

been constituted in most of the districts and products and services with export 

potential have been identified in each district.

■ It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

■ The Scheme is a part of the new Foreign Trade Policy(FTP).

○ Aim: To help producers across 200 districts scale up manufacturing and find 

foreign buyers for their goods.

○ Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

○ Implementing Body: Directorate General of Foreign Trade(DGFT).



FRONTIER NAGALAND
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security)

Context: An MHA team constituted by the Centre to study a statehood demand in eastern Nagaland is likely to meet officials and elected 
representatives here and seek the government’s views on the matter.

TIMES OF 
INDIA
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Frontier Nagaland

● About: The Eastern Nagaland Peoples’ Organisation, a pressure group representing the state’s backward, hilly regions, 

demand for the creation of a separate state of “Frontier Nagaland” comprising six backward districts of the state.

● Reason: Eastern Nagas complain that their region, already economically backward, is further being ignored by the state 

government.

○ Eastern Nagaland comprises six districts – Tuensang, Mon, Longleng, Kiphire, Noklak and Shamator – which are 

inhabited by seven Naga tribes: Konyak, Khiamniungan, Chang, Sangtam, Tikhir, Phom and Yimkhiung.

● Historical aspects: Much of Eastern Nagaland was marked as an “excluded area” during the British Raj meaning that the 

colonial government did not administer it and contact with the rest of the world was minimal.

○ In 1945, the region was included under the North East Frontier Agency, an administrative division established by the 

British, as the Tuensang Frontier Division. 

○ In 1957, the Tuensang Frontier Division was merged with the Naga Hills District of Assam to form an administrative 

unit called the Naga Hills Tuensang Area. 

○ The Governor of Assam administered the Naga Hills Tuensang Area under the control of the Centre’s ministry of 

external affairs.

○ Though the Naga Hills Tuensang Area became the full-fledged state of Nagaland in 1963, special provisions were made 

for the then Tuensang Division, citing its relative backwardness. 

○ For a decade, it was not represented in the Nagaland Assembly and instead had its own regional council headed by 

the deputy commissioner. 

○ It was only in 1973 that the region entered the Assembly.

○ The six districts have 20 of the 60 Assembly seats in the state.



Dec 19PIB NORTH EASTERN COUNCIL
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the meeting of North Eastern Council (NEC) in Shillong. 
● The meeting marks the golden jubilee celebration of the North Eastern Council, which was formally inaugurated in 1972.

North Eastern Council
● About: It is the nodal agency for the social and economic development of the North Eastern Region in India consisting of the 8 States of Assam, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Sikkim, Nagaland and Tripura.
● Origin: The NEC came into existence by a Parliamentary Act called the North Eastern Council Act, 1971 to act as an advisory body for socio-economic and 

balanced development of the North-Eastern Areas.
● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region.
● Members: The Governors and the Chief Ministers of the 8 states including Sikkim, Chairman and 3 members who are nominated by the President of India.
● Key developments: Subsequent to the Amendment of 2002, NEC has been mandated to function as a regional planning body for the North Eastern Area and 

while formulating a regional plan for this area, shall give priority to the schemes and projects benefiting two or more states provided that in the case of Sikkim, 
the Council shall formulate specific projects and schemes for that State.
○ The Union Cabinet, in June 2018, approved the proposal of Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) for the nomination of the Union 

Home Minister as ex-officio Chairman of North Eastern Council (NEC). 
○ The Cabinet also approved that Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of DoNER would serve as Vice Chairman of the Council.



Dec 19PIB INDIA WATER IMPACT SUMMIT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)

Context: The 7th edition of the India Water Impact Summit concluded on 17th December 2022 after 3 days of fruitful deliberations on important aspects of water 
conservation and river rejuvenation, with special emphasis on revival of small rivers for the protection of large basins.
● On the final day of the 7th India Water Impact Summit, experts from water, environment and administrative sectors unanimously consented to an urgent 

need of forming a National River Framework in the country, which would determine the parameters for monitoring river health, process and responsibility. 
●  The theme of the 7th India Water Impact Summit (IWIS 2022) is ‘Restoration and Conservation of Small Rivers in a Large Basin’ with emphasis on the 

select aspects of Mapping and Convergence of 5Ps’ - People, Policy, Plan, Programme and Project.

India Water Impact Summit
● Organized by: National Mission for Clean Ganga(NMCG) along with the Centre for Ganga River Basin Management and Studies(c-Ganga).

○ National Mission for Clean Ganga(NMCG) was registered as a society on 12th August 2011 under the Societies Registration Act 1860. 
■ It acted as implementation arm of National Ganga River Basin Authority(NGRBA) which was constituted under the provisions of the 

Environment (Protection) Act (EPA),1986.
■ The Act envisages five tier structure at national, state and district level to take measures for prevention, control and abatement of 

environmental pollution in river Ganga and to ensure continuous adequate flow of water so as to rejuvenate the river Ganga.
○ The Centre for Ganga River Basin Management and Studies (cGanga) was established at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IITK) in 2016. 

■ The Centre is a Centre of Excellence for data collection, the creation and dissemination of knowledge and information for the sustainable 
development of Ganga River Basin.

● Aim: To enlighten the participants on the complexities and peculiarities as well as the scales of managing the rivers across the basin.  



Dec 19DTE

Context: December 16, 2022, marks a decade of the Nirbhaya gang rape and murder case in New Delhi. Around 70 per cent of the 
non-lapsable corpus fund established in the aftermath of the horrific incident so far has been utilised, the Union Ministry of Women 
and Child Development told the Lok Sabha on December 9, 2022. 

Key Points
● Between 2014 and 2021, the Nirbhaya Fund approved 35 projects across 10 ministries and departments. However, issues 

persist.
● While such efforts may improve women’s safety in India, the conviction rate in crimes against women continues to remain 

abysmal - at just 26.5 per cent in 2021, according to data from the National Crime Records Bureau. 
● There have also been reports of Nirbhaya Funds being used for situations not related to women’s safety. 
● Most recently, Maharashtra government was accused of using the Nirbhaya Fund for vehicles.

Nirbhaya Fund
● About: Post-2012, Nirbhaya Gang rape case, a dedicated fund was set up in 2013 with the focus on implementing the 

initiatives aimed at improving the security and safety of women in India.
● Funds: The government’s contribution towards the non-lapsable corpus fund was Rs. 1000 crores.

○ Under the Nirbhaya Fund, the Centre gives money to the states, which in turn spend it on programs meant for 
ensuring women’s safety.

○ Central Victim Compensation Fund (CVCF) has been funded under the Framework of Nirbhaya Fund to support 
States/ UTs for their Victim Compensation Scheme.

○ The CVCF is a one-time grant of top-up funds to the States/UTs subsequent to the directions of Hon’ble Supreme 
Court.

● Funding pattern 
○ 60:40 for all States o 90:10 for States with difficult terrains
○ 100% for UTs
○ Few initiatives are 100% funded

● Nodal agency:  Department of Economic Affairs under the Ministry of Finance is responsible for the administration of the 
fund. 

○ The Women and Child Development Ministry is the nodal agency for expenditure from the Nirbhaya Fund. 
○ it provides for an Empowered Committee (EC) of officers chaired by the Secretary, Ministry of Women & Child 

Development (MWCD) to appraise and recommend proposals to be funded under this framework.

NIRBHAYA FUND
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Government Policies & Interventions)

● Schemes: 
○ 3 schemes are being implemented by the Ministry of Women 

and Child Development under the Nirbhaya Fund.
■ One Stop Centre’
■ ‘Universalisation of Women Helpline’
■ ‘Mahila Police Volunteer’

○ Schemes being implemented by the Ministry of Home Affairs 
are as follows:

■ Emergency Response Support System
■ Central Victim Compensation Fund

● Current Status of the Fund: Manipur, Meghalaya, Sikkim, Tripura and 
Daman & Diu have not spent a single rupee from the Nirbhaya Fund 
allocated by the Union home ministry.

○ The Women and Child Development Ministry release money 
from the Nirbhaya Fund under four heads including the 
Mahila Police Volunteer Scheme. A total of 12 states were 
allocated fund under this scheme.

○ But of the 12 states, only four states utilized the Nirbhaya 
Fund money for the said purpose. 



Dec 19DTE

Context: Mammals may have evolved in Gondwana, the southern landmass formed from the supercontinent 
Pangaea millions of years, rather than its northern counterpart Laurasia, according to new research.
● The researchers studied the molars of fossils found in Madagascar, South America and India to come to 

this conclusion.

Key Findings of the study
● Modern mammals consist of three sub groups: Montremes, marsupials and placentals. 
● Montremes: Montremes are primitive mammals that lay large eggs and have a common opening for the 

urogenital and digestive systems.
○ Montremes include the platypus and echidna of Australia. 

● Marsupials: Marsupials are mammals whose young are born incompletely developed. 
○ Marsupials are mostly found in Australia and New Guinea.
○ They develop inside a pouch on the mother’s belly. 

● Placentals: The third subgroup is placentals which carry the foetus until a late stage of development.
○ Placentals comprise the majority of mammals including humans.

● Therian mammals: The tribosphenic molars of therian mammals found in early and middle Jurassic 
sediments from Madagascar, South America and India. 
○ ‘Theria’ is a subclass of mammals that includes marsupials and placentals but excludes 

montremes.
● Marsupial paradise: Australia’s current status as a ‘marsupial paradise’ is proof that the findings could 

be true. 
○ The world’s smallest continent is home to the greatest mammalian diversity in the world, more 

than any other continent.
○ Half of the over 350 native mammals of Australia are marsupials including kangaroos, wombats, 

koalas, and Tasmanian devils. 
○ There are also montremes and placentals like bats and rodents.     
○ However, the highest number of mammalian extinctions in the world have also happened in 

Australia.

MODERN MAMMALS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Env & Eco)
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