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BHARAT RATNA AWARD
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Awards and Personality)

Context: The all-party Indian Parliamentary Forum for Tibet has decided to urge the government to 
confer the Bharat Ratna on the Dalai Lama and sought a joint session of Parliament to be 
addressed by him.

Bharat Ratna award

- Instituted in the year 1954, Bharat Ratna is the highest civilian award of India. 

- It is awarded in recognition of exceptional service towards any field of human endeavour, without 

distinction of race, occupation, position or sex. 

- A maximum of three Bharat Ratna awards can be given each year upon the recommendations 

made by the Prime Minister to the President of India. 

- On conferment of the award, the recipient receives a Sanad (certificate) signed by the President 

and a medallion. 

- No monetary grant is associated with the award. 

- Article 18(1) of the Indian Constitution: The recipients cannot use Bharat Ratna as a prefix or 

suffix to their names. 
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ONE BELT, ONE ROAD (OBOR) INITIATIVE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security)

Context: China tacitly endorsed Pakistan’s decision to scrap the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
Authority.

China Pakistan Economic Corridor

- The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is part of China's “One Belt, One Road (OBOR)” initiative.

- It is a bilateral project between Pakistan and China.

- It promotes connectivity across Pakistan with a network of highways, railways, and pipelines 

accompanied by energy, industrial and other infrastructure development projects.

- It links the Western part of China (Xinjiang) to the Gwadar Port in Balochistan, Pakistan via Khunjerab 

Pass in Northern Pakistan.

- India’s Stand: It infringes Indian sovereignty because it runs through Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) 

and India has objected to part of the corridor.

One Belt, One Road (OBOR) initiative

- The Belt and Road Initiative, known in Chinese and formerly in English as One Belt One Road or OBOR 

for short, is a global infrastructure development strategy.

- It is adopted by the Chinese government in 2013 to invest in nearly 70 countries and international 

organizations.

- The initiative was incorporated into the Constitution of China in 2017. 

- The Chinese government calls the initiative “a bid to enhance regional connectivity and embrace a 

brighter future.” 

- The project has a target completion date of 2049, which will coincide with the centennial anniversary 

of the People’s Republic of China (PRC)’s founding.
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COTTON PROCUREMENT IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Agriculture)

Context: Government procurement of cotton could remain slow even after the 
new crop season begins in October, as prices of the commodity are expected to 
remain high.

Price Support Operations

- MSP for seeds: Every year, before commencement of the Cotton Season (Oct. to 

Sept.), Govt. of India fixes the Minimum Support Price (MSP) of seed cotton 

(kapas).

- Objective:to safeguard the economic interest of cotton farmers in case the kapas 

prices fall below the MSP level.

- Authority: Cotton Corporation of India(CCI) as a nodal agency of Government of 

India, undertakes Minimum Support Price (MSP) operations strictly as per 

guidelines issued by Government of India, in the event prices of Fair Average 

Quality (FAQ) grade kapas fall below the MSP level.

- Auctions: CCI acts as a role model in the procurement of kapas (seed cotton) 

through auction conducted by the APMCs, in the notified market yards. 

Production of Cotton in India

- India has the largest area under cotton cultivation in the world.

- India is the world’s third largest producer of cotton after China and the USA. 

- At present it is grown over 6% of the net sown area.

- Among the states, Maharashtra is leading in cotton acreage with 39.41 lakh ha 

followed by Gujarat (22.51 lakh ha), Telangana (18.78 lakh ha), Rajasthan (7.08 

lakh ha) and Haryana (6.88 lakh ha).
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DOLO 650 MEDICINE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Context: A public interest litigation (PIL) in the Supreme Court seeking to fix 
accountability for freebies allegedly distributed to doctors in order to get them to 
prescribe Dolo 650.

About Dolo 650

- It is a medicine with 650 mg of paracetamol, an antipyretic (fever reducing) and 

analgesic (pain reducing) drug.

- The medicine is prescribed for reducing fever and pain, and was widely used 

during Covid-19 pandemic.

- Easy availability and being the doctors’ preferred prescription during the second 

wave are among reasons that have fuelled the rise in sales of Dolo-650. 
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LAW OF THE SEA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal security)

Context: Agreement to conserve marine biodiversity in the high seas, 
namely the oceans that extend beyond countries’ territorial waters.

UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea)

- Adopted and signed in 1982 and became effective in the year 1994.

- The Convention has become the legal framework for marine and 

maritime activities.

- Also known as Law of the Sea, it divides marine areas into five main 

zones namely- Internal Waters, Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas.

- The only international convention which stipulates a framework for 

state jurisdiction in maritime spaces. 

- It provides a different legal status to different maritime zones.

- Three new institutions created under UNCLOS

- The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.

- The International Seabed Authority.

- The Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.
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INDIA’S SOLAR POWER ENERGY

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: The Uttar Pradesh government unveiled the draft of its Solar Energy Policy-2022, which suggests that the State would be 
targeting generation of 16,000 Megawatt of renewable power by 2026-27.

India’s Solar Power Energy

- India currently ranks fifth after China, U.S., Japan and Germany in terms of installed solar power capacity.

- As of December 2021, the cumulative solar installed capacity of India is 55 GW, which is roughly half the renewable energy (RE) 

capacity (excluding large hydro power) and 14% of the overall power generation capacity of India.

- Capacity: Within the 55 GW, grid-connected utility-scale projects contribute 77% and the rest comes from grid-connected rooftop 

and off-grid projects.



‘NAL SE JAL’ YOJANA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure)

Context: PM said that India had reached a landmark of connecting a total of 10 crore rural households (52% of total 
rural households) to piped clean water facility, while over one lakh villages have achieved the ‘Open Defecation Free 
Plus’ (ODF) status.

Nal Se Jal Yojana (Launched in 2019)

- Nodal Agency: Ministry of Jal Shakti

- Aim: To provide piped drinking water to every rural home by 2024

- Component of the government’s Jal Jivan Mission.

- Implementation: Based on a unique model where paani samitis (water committee) comprising villagers will decide what 

they will pay for the water they consume.

○ The tariff they fix will not be the same for everyone in the village. 

○ Those who have large households will pay more, while poor households or households where there is no 

earning member, will be exempted.

Jal Jeevan Mission (Launched in 2019)

- It envisages supply of 55 litres of water per person per day to every rural household through Functional Household Tap 

Connections (FHTC) by 2024.

- Under the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

- Implementation: Based on a community approach to water and includes extensive Information, Education and 

Communication as a key component of the mission.

- It looks to create a jan andolan for water, thereby making it everyone’s priority.

- Fund sharing pattern: between the Centre and states is 90:10 for Himalayan and North-Eastern States, 50:50 for other 

states, and 100% for Union Territories.
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TROPICAL CYCLONES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geographical Phenomena)

Context: An unusual storm has taken form over the Bay of Bengal, which can turn into a possible 
cyclone. It is not common to have cyclonic storms before the monsoon season is over.

August 20
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Tropical cyclone

- Tropical cyclones are low pressure systems that form over warm tropical waters. 

- They typically form when the sea-surface temperature is above 26.5°C. 

- Tropical cyclones can continue for many days, even weeks, and may follow quite erratic 

paths. 

- A cyclone will dissipate once it moves over land or over cooler oceans.

How do tropical cyclones form?

- A cluster of thunderstorms can develop over warm tropical oceans. 

- If that cluster persists in an area of low pressure, it can start rotating. 

- If the conditions are just right, the cluster of thunderstorms can grow in size and sustain itself 

and then develop into a tropical cyclone.



August 20PIB DRAGON FRUIT CULTIVATION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Agriculture)

About Dragon fruit
- Largest Producer: The world’s largest producer and exporter of dragon fruit is Vietnam.
- Climate Conditions: As per the Indian Council of Agriculture Research, the fruit plant doesn’t need much 

water and can be cultivated on dry land.
- The cost of cultivation is initially high. 
- The plant doesn’t need productive land, it gives maximum production from the non-productive, less 

fertile areas.
- Related Steps taken by the State Governments

- The Gujarat Government recently renamed dragon fruit as kamlam (lotus) and announced an 
incentive for farmers who cultivate it.

- The Haryana Government also provides a grant for farmers who are ready to plant this exotic fruit 
variety.

- The Government of Maharashtra has taken the initiative to promote dragon fruit cultivation in 
different areas of the state by providing good quality planting material and subsidies for its 
cultivation through the Mission on Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH).



August 20DST MEDICINAL PLANT GARDEN
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

About Medicinal Plant Garden
- The medicinal plant garden would create awareness among visitors, students, farmers, and others about the conservation and traditional uses of 

herbs and medicinal plants and can help them learn how to identify and conserve these important medicinal plants.
- The garden is a rich repository of fifty-three different medicinal plant species based on Indian Systems of Medicine (ISM). 
- Many of them are highly abundant in the NER region of India. 
- Named after Maharshi Charaka: to recognize his mammoth contribution to Indian medicinal plants and Ayurveda, the garden will conserve Nature's 

Red List of Threatened Species (IUCN), including the medicinal plants that are on the way to extinction.
- The knowledge of the development of ideas related to the usage of medicinal plants with awareness will increase the ability to combat the 

challenges encountered by healthcare professionals.
About Maharshi Charaka

- Born 300 BC Acharya Charak was one of the key contributors to Ayurveda’s ancient art and science, medicine and lifestyle system developed in 
Ancient India. 

- Acharya Charak was crowned to be the Father of Medicine. 
- He is well known as the editor of the medical treatise Charaka Samhita, one of the basic books of traditional Indian medicine and Ayurveda, which is 

contained in the Brhat-Trayi.
- Also attempted to list the names of all the plants and animals are 360 number.
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