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INDIA AND EU FTA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)
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BUSINESS 

STANDARD
Context: India and the European Union (EU) have not been 
able to make major headway in the tariff negotiations under 
the ongoing free trade agreement (FTA) discussions due to 
differences over the rules of origin criteria.
● A major hurdle in the FTA negotiations between India 

and the EU is the rules of origin issue.

Key Points
● The rules of origin criteria are critical to determining 

the country of origin of a product.
● The country of origin refers to the country where the 

products were manufactured or substantially 
transformed.

● It is crucial for FTAs, as it prevents a partner country 
from re exporting an imported item to the other 
partner country without substantial value addition.

● Rules of origin are negotiated at the six digit level of 
product classification for about 5,500 tariff lines.

● Tariff level changes and minimum value additions are 
the two most commonly used criteria for a product to 
qualify for the rules of origin requirements.

● Most developed countries prefer the flexibility to use 
either of the criteria, as it allows flexibility for 
exporters.

● India has traditionally preferred the use of both 
criteria and not given flexibility to use either of them.
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(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: The steel sector may not see a return of the countervailing duty (CVD) 
despite rising imports from China and a recommendation to impose the levy.
● The Union steel ministry and the Directorate General of Trade Remedies 

(DGTR) under the commerce ministry had recommended a 19% CVD to 
the finance ministry.

Countervailing duty (CVD)
● About: It is a specific form of duty that the government imposes in order 

to protect domestic producers by countering the negative impact of 
import subsidies. 
○ It is thus an import tax by the importing country on imported 

products.
● Features:

○ The levy of anti-dumping duty is both exporter-specific and 
country-specific. 

○ It extends to the imports from only that country in respect of 
which dumping has been alleged and the complaint has been 
filed and duty recommended. 

○ Such duty does not apply to imports from other countries in 
respect of which the domestic industry has not alleged dumping.

● WTO's Provisions: The World Trade Organisation (WTO) permits the 
imposition of countervailing duty by its member countries. 

● Regulation in India: In India, the CVD is imposed as an additional duty 
besides customs on imported products when such products are given tax 
concession in the country of their origin.
○ It is administered by the Directorate General of Anti-dumping 

and Allied Duties (DGAD), in the commerce and industry 
ministry’s department of commerce. 

○ The department of commerce recommends anti-dumping duty, 
provisional or final.

○ The department of revenue in the finance ministry acts upon the 
recommendation within three months and imposes such duties.



GUCHHI MUSHROOM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Agriculture)

July 3DTE

Context: Unpredictable weather patterns, early springs, and 
above-average temperatures have left gucchi mushroom hunters in 
distress, facing another season of low yield for the second consecutive 
year
● Gucchi is becoming rarer because of climate change, 

deforestation, and habitat destruction. 
● The Jammu and Kashmir government has got the GI tag for 

Gucchi mushroom.

Guchhi mushroom
● Guchhi mushroom, the local name for morel, is a species of 

fungus in the family Morchellaceae of the Ascomycota.
● The mushrooms cannot be cultivated commercially and grow in 

conifer forests across temperature regions, and the foothills in 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, and Jammu and Kashmir. 

● When the Celsius hits 15 to 20 degrees in the daytime, it’s the 
perfect time of year for “gucchi” to start springing up in the 
Himalayas of Jammu and Kashmir. 

● They are rich in potassium, vitamins and copper. 
● They are also a rich source of vitamin D apart from several 

B-vitamins.
● It is rich in antioxidants that prevent health issues including heart 

diseases and diabetes by removing reactive oxygen species that 
harm the body.
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ECONOMIC 

TIMES
Context: The Centre has given its nod to government-run 
Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU) for setting up a study centre on 
China's People's Liberation Army's (PLA). 
● The Gandhinagar-based University on internal security is 

in the process of hiring the Centre's head, preferably from 
the Indian Army, having knowledge of Mandarin.

Rashtriya Raksha University 
● Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU), formerly Raksha Shakti 

University (RSU), is a central university and an Institute of 
National Importance located in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, 
India.

● It has a specialization in national and internal security. 
● It is not to be confused with the Indian Defence University 

(IDU) which is focused on the Indian military, whereas RRU 
is focused on the police and paramilitary Central Armed 
Police Forces (CAPF).

● It was established by the Government of Gujarat, India, in 
2009. 

● In 2020, via an act of Parliament of India, the Government 
of India took over the university from the Government of 
Gujarat.

● The university offers undergraduate, post-graduate, 
research degree programmes, and professional diploma 
and certificate programmes.

● The university has been upgraded as Rashtriya Raksha 
University, a national university, as an Institute of National 
Importance through the Rashtriya Raksha University Act, 
passed by Parliament in October 2020.



July 3PIB SIPP SCHEME
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Education)

Context: CSIR organised National Intellectual Property Festival at the National Physical Laboratory in New Delhi.
● Union Minister of State for Science and Technology has said at this festival that "StartUps Intellectual Property 

Rights Protection" is aimed at promoting innovation and entrepreneurship.

Start-Ups Intellectual Property Protection (SIPP) scheme
● About: The Start-Ups Intellectual Property Protection (SIPP) scheme, launched in 2016, is a flagship initiative of the 

Government of India that aims to support and promote innovation and entrepreneurship in the country. 
● Features: This scheme provides financial and legal support to start-ups for securing and managing their intellectual 

property (IP) assets. 
○ The startups are given an 80% rebate on Patent filing fees and a facility for expedited examination of patent 

applications. 
○ Under the new Trademark Rules, Startups have been given a 50% rebate in filing fees vis-à-vis other 

companies.
● Nodal Ministry: The SIPP scheme is administered by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 

(DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry, and is implemented through a network of facilitators.
● Eligibility:

○ Companies must be recognized as Start-Up by DPIIT under Start Up India Initiative.
○ Period of existence should not exceed 10 years.
○ Annual turnover Rs. 100 crore for any financial year since inception.
○ Entity should be working towards development of a product, process, or service.



PANGONG LAKE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Security)
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Context: China is building a bridge across the glacial lake, which spans 
Ladakh and Tibet, while India is building a black-topped road on the 
north bank; BRO is building 1,400 km of strategic roads along the LAC

Key Points
● India holds one-third of the 135 km-long boomerang-shaped 

Pangong lake.
● The budgetary allocation for the Border Roads Organisation 

has increased sharply over the last few years; in 2023-24, for 
instance, BRO’s capital budget was ₹5,000 crore, 43% higher 
than the ₹3,500 crore allocated in 2022-23. Much of that has 
been spent on the India-China Border Roads (ICBR) plan.

● The BRO is close to finishing some key infrastructure projects in 
the eastern sector such as the Sela, Nechipu, and 
Sela-Chhabrela tunnels, improving all-weather connectivity 
along the LAC.



July 3PIB INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST CONFEDERATION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Art & Culture)

Context: The International Buddhist Confederation (IBC), under the aegis of Ministry of Culture 
celebrated  Ashadha Purnima on 3 July, 2023 as the Dharma Chakra Pravartana Divas at National 
Museum,  New Delhi.

Key Points
● It is the annual flagship event of IBC and the second most sacred day for Buddhists after the 

Buddha Purnima or the Vaishakha Purnima.
● In keeping with the historical legacy of India, the land of Buddha’s enlightenment, his turning 

of the wheels of Dhamma, and Mahaparinirvana, IBC is hosting the Ashadha Purnima 
celebrations at the National Museum, Janpath where the Sakhyamuni’s Holy relic is enshrined.

● It was at Sarnath that Buddha gave his first sermon and set the wheel of dharma in motion. 
● The auspicious day of Ashadha Purnima which falls on the full moon day of the month of 

Ashadha as per Indian lunar calendar is also known as Esala Poya in Sri Lanka and Asanha 
Bucha in Thailand. 

● The day marks Buddha's first teaching after attaining Enlightenment to the first five ascetic 
disciples (pañcavargiya) on the full-moon day of Ashadha at ‘Deer Park', Ṛiṣipatana Mrigadaya 
in the present day Sarnath, near Varanasi, India.



TRANSPONDERS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

July 3DTE

Context: The central government has approved “a project for national rollout of vessel 
communication and support systems including transponders on approximately 100,000 
fishing vessels in all coastal states and Union territories of India. 
● The project has been approved on the request of Odisha government and in 

consultation with coastal states and UTs. 

Key Points
● Transponders are wireless tracking devices that use radio frequencies to operate. 
● The devices will help the vessels avoid sea creatures that suffer injuries coming in 

contact with boats and fishing trawlers. 
● A prominent example is the case of the Olive Ridley sea turtles, an endangered 

species, that visit the beaches in Odisha in the millions to nest. 
● The central government has entrusted New Space India Ltd, a central public sector 

undertaking under the Department of Space, as the implementing agency for the 
project.



DECENNIAL CENSUS EXERCISE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Population)
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Context: The Census enumeration scheduled to take place in 2021 has been pushed to 2024-25 until further 
orders. 

● The office of the Registrar General of India (RGI) has extended the deadline for freezing administrative 
boundaries to January 1, 2024.

● Since the Census enumeration can only begin a few months after administrative boundaries are frozen 
and as general elections are scheduled early next year, the possibility of a Census in 2023 is ruled out.

Decennial Census Exercise

● About: The Census is the enumeration of the population of the country and it is being conducted at an 

interval of 10 years. 

○ As per norms, census can be conducted only three months after freezing of boundary limits of 

administrative units such as districts, sub-districts, tehsils, talukas and police stations. 

○ The finalisation of boundaries of administrative units entails covering all jurisdictional changes 

between two consecutive censuses. 

○ The last census was held in 2011.

● Origin: It was first started under British Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872. 

○ The first synchronous census in India was held in 1881. 

● Historical Background: The earliest literature 'Rig-Veda' reveals that some kind of population count was 

maintained during 800-600 BC in India.

○ The celebrated 'Arthashastra' by 'Kautilya' written in the 3rd Century BC prescribed the 

collection of population statistics as a measure of state policy for taxation. 

○ During the regime of the Mughal king Akbar, the administrative report ‘Ain-e-Akbari’ included 

comprehensive data pertaining to population, industry, wealth and many other characteristics.

● Nodal Authority: The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the Office of the 

Registrar General and Census Commissioner, India under the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of 

India.

● Structure of data: In the Census, data is collected on demographic and various socio-economic 

parameters like education, SC/ST, religion, language, marriage, fertility, disability, occupation and 

migration of the individuals.

● Difference between the National Population Register (NPR) and the Census: While NPR only contains 

demographic information, more details are required for the census like information on demography, 

economic activity, literacy and education, and housing and household amenities among others.
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INDIA
POSH ACT 2013

(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Issue related to women)

Context: Delhi High Court has held that if a female employee in one department of an enterprise 
is sexually harassed by an employee of another department, she can invoke the Sexual 
Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013.

Protection of Women from Sexual Harassment (POSH) Act, 2013
● About: The Act was passed in 2013 which defines sexual harassment, lay down the 

procedures for a complaint and inquiry, and the action to be taken. 
● Origin: In the Vishakha and others v State of Rajasthan 1997 case, the Supreme Court 

gave ‘Vishakha guidelines’, a set of procedural guidelines for use in India in cases of 
sexual harassment.

○ These guidelines formed the basis for the The Sexual Harassment of Women 
at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 ("Sexual 
Harassment Act").

○ The Visakha guidelines, which were legally binding, defined sexual 
harassment and imposed three key obligations on institutions - prohibition, 
prevention, redress. 

● Key Features of the act
○ Definition of sexual harassment: Sexual harassment includes “any one or 

more” of the following “unwelcome acts or behaviour” committed directly 
or by implication:

■ Physical contact and advances
■ A demand or request for sexual favours
■ Sexually coloured remarks
■ Showing pornography
■ Any other unwelcome physical, verbal or non-verbal conduct of 

sexual nature.
○ Definition of a victim: Aggrieved victim could be a woman “of any age 

whether employed or not”, who “alleges to have been subjected to any act 
of sexual harassment”.

■ This meant that the rights of all women working or visiting any 
workplace, in any capacity, were protected under the Act.

○ Obligation: Every employer is required to constitute an Internal Complaints 
Committee at each office or branch with 10 or more employees.  

■ The District Officer is required to constitute a Local Complaints 
Committee at each district, and if required at the block level.

○ Penal Provisions: Penalties have been prescribed for employers. 
■ Non-compliance with the provisions of the Act shall be punishable 

with a fine.
■ Repeated violations may lead to higher penalties and cancellation 

of license or registration to conduct business.






