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EXPRESS

Talag-e-hasan practice
not soimproper, says SC

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST16

THE SUPREME Courton Tuesday
said it was of the prima facie view
that the practice of talag-e-hasan
followed by Muslim men for di-
vorceby saying talaq' to the wife
onceamonthforthree months, is
“not soimproper”.

Abenchpresided by Justice SK
Kaul also asked the woman peti-
tioner, whosaid herhusband gave
her “unilateral extra-judicial ta-
laq" through a lawyer when her
fatherrefused togive more dowry,
whether she is willing to explore
the option of divorce by mutual
consent if the questionof 'meher’
istaken careof.

“We have also put to learned
seniorcounselwhether inview of
the allegationof respondent of ir-
retrievable breakdown of mar-
riage, wouldthe petitioner be will-
ing fora settlement by process of
divorce by mutual consent on
amounts being paid over and
above the meher fixed. Infact,we
have brought to their notice that
dissolution of mariage s also pos-
sible without the intervention of
the court through'mubarat’,” the
bench also comprising Justice M

MSundresh said initsorder.

Senior Advocate Pinky Anand,
appearing for the petitioner, said
she will take instructions follow-
ingwhich the court adjourned the
matter to August 29.

The petition by Benazeer
Heena, a journalist, said she was
married as per Islamic rituals on
December 25, 2020, and a male
child born out of the wedlock.
Heena alleged that she was tor-
tured by her husband and his fam-
ily members over dowry, forcing
her to return to her parents in
December 2021, She added that
though she filed acomplaint with
the Delhi Commission for
Womenandalsolodged an FIRon
April 5, 2022, police said that ta-
lag-e-hasan “is permitted under
theShariah” law.

Heena contended that all ex-
tra-judidal forms oftalaq, includ-
ing talag-e-hasan are “arbitrary
and irrational and contrary to
Articles 14, 15, 21, 25 (of the
Constitution) and international
conventions on civil human
rights”. She said that the practice
“is neither harmonious with the
modern principles of human
rights, nor an integral part of
Islamic faith. Many Islamic nations
have restricted such practices,

while it continues to vex the
Indian society in general and
Muslim women “like herin par-
ticular”. The petitioner urged the
courttodedareitvoid anduncon-
stitutional. The pleaalso sought a
direction to the Centre to frame
guidelines for “genderneutral, re-
ligion neutral, uniformgrounds of
divorce and uniform procedure of
divorce”forall.

The bench quizzed the peti-
tionerwhethershe had disclosed
the fact that she had also ap-
proached the Delhi High Court.
Justice Kaul pointed out that the
petitioner had sought deferment
of proceedings before theHC and
gotit listed on October 7 stating
that something was pending be-
fore the Supreme Court. Advocate
Ashwini Upadhyay, who alsoap-
peared for the petitioner, said they
hadapproached the SC in April.

Justice Kaul then remarked
that thisis not tripletalagand that
“primafade, this (talag-e-hasan)
isnotsoimproper”. The bench
said iftwo people cannot live to-
gether, the court grantsdivorceon
the ground of irretrievable break-
down of marriage, and asked
whether the petitionerisopen to
divorce by mutual consent if
'meher’istaken careof.

PRACTICE OF TALAQ-E-HASAN
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Justice)

Context: The Supreme Court said it was of the prima facie view that the practice of talag-e-hasan followed by Muslim men
for divorce by saying ‘talag’ to the wife once a month for three months, is “not so improper”.

Talag-e-Hasan
- Aform of triple talaq: practiced in Muslim marriages.
o It is a type of divorce practice common in Muslim marriages, where a man can divorce his wife by pronouncing
“talaq” three times over the course of three months.
o This means that the Muslim man can say “talaq” once a month for three months, leading to the end of the marriage.
- Argument against: violate the fundamental and constitutional rights of women.
Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act, 2019
- The Act makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or electronic form, to be void (i.e. not enforceable in law) and
illegal.
The Act makes a declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, attracting up to three years imprisonment with a fine.
The offence will be cognizable only if information relating to the offence is given by married woman (against whom talaqg has
been declared), or any person related to her by blood or marriage.
The Act provides that the Magistrate may grant bail to the accused.
A Muslim woman against whom talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek subsistence allowance from her husband for
herself and for her dependent children.

The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bil maies
instant tripla talaq illegal and imposes a jail term of up to 3 y=ars

BY THE AGGRIEVED ALOMNE:
Police can register the FIR only
when a complaint is made by the
wvictim (wife) or her blood relartive

Key provisions

BAIL PROCESS:
While the proposed
2w will remain
“non-bailable™ — bail
cannot be granted at
the police station —
the accused can ap-
proach a magistrate
for bail even before
the oial

BURYING THE HATCHET: If the
offence is compoundable, i.e.
the hushand and wife can have a
settiement before a magistrate,
the case can be withdrawn
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START-UP FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Start-up backed by Ratan Tata to empower senior citizens

EESHANPRIYAMS
MUMBAI,AUGUST 16

VISITING Abakery,coffeeshopor
movie theatre seemed like a far-
fetched idea for 74-year-old
Prithwis Datta, who lives alone
in Mumbai. However, over the
last six months, these outings
have becomea part of his life,
thanks to a “grandpal’, who got
introduced to him through
Goodfellows, a start-up that
helps senior citizens find empa-
thetic young companions.
Based on the idea of making
grandpals by nurturing fulfilling
friendshipsbetweenyounggrad-

uates and senior citizens -
through a fellowship aimed at
providing meaningful compan-
ionshipto senior citizenswho lve
alone - the Coodfellows start-up
was launched in Mumbai on
Monday byRatanTata, Chaiman
EmeritusofTataSons
Thestart-up hasbeen founded

by Shantanu Naidu, a close §

mentee of Tata and a general
manager in his office, Tata has
evenprovided seed capitalfor the
start-up.

“Nooneshould havetogotoa
doctor alone. Company givesyou
the security of sharing that expe-
riencewithsomeone. My grand-
pal and I visited the doctor for my

Ratan Tata at the launch in Mumbai, Tuesday. Ganesh Shirsekar

appointment oneaftemoon,and  smallsnack and retumed home. |
mayjustbecomearegular mem-

shelaterintroduced me o anew-
age pastry shop, wherewehada  berof it now," Duttasaid

Designed to connect the fel-
lows to senior citizens as youth
companions, and recreate the

' bond between grandparents and

grandchildren, Goodfellow will do
whatever agrandchild would do,
according to Naidw,

“Whetheritis accompanying
the seniors for grocery shopping
or doctors'appointments,outings
and walks teaching themhowto
usevanioustechnology,or sharing
aconversation over tea, our fel-
lows arethereforitall," headded.

While the programme was
formally launched atthe hands of
RatnTatainCuffParade insouth
Mumbai  on  Monday,
Goodfellows has successfully

completeda"Betaphase” over the
past sixmonths taking 20 care-
fully-vetted young fellows on
board and pairing them with
grandpals from Mumbai,

Over the next few months,
Naidu plans to expand the proj-
ect within Mumbai, Pune,
Chennai, Bangalore. Goodfellows
will also offer travel companion-
ship o senior citizens whohes-
tate totake trips.

At the launch, Tata said, “I
salute this effort that gives one's
time to make another person's
happiness more secure, without
expecting anything inreturn. |
salute the fellows who are doing
this, but don't have todo it; a

groupofyoung and intelligent
youngpeoplewhocould doother
things for themselves.”

For the programme's Beta
phase, Naidu received 800 appli-
cations from young graduates, of
which 20 were shortlisted
Applicants were carefully vetted
with an in-house psychometric
testforempathy, kindnessand re-
liability, The team also conducts
background checksand police
verificationof the finaists

Senior citizens can register by
signingupon theirwebsite,or gv-
ing amissed call to 8779524307,
While the first monthof subscrip-
tionis free Goodfellows chargesa
nominalmonthly fee thereafter

Context: The Goodfellows start-up was launched in Mumbai by Ratan Tata.

Startup India Initiative

- Launched in 2016: An initiative of the Government of India.

Action plan of this initiative is focussing on three areas:

o  Simplification and Handholding.

o  Funding Support and Incentives.

o  Industry-Academia Partnership and Incubation.
Definition of startup: An entity that is headquartered in India which was opened

less than 10 years ago, and has an annual turnover less than %100 crore.

INDIA IS THE

3 LARGEST

startup ecosystem
in the world

3

The current median age
of founder entrepreneurs
lies at only

31 YEARS

29 STATES AND UTs
NOW HAVE A STATE
STARTUP POLICY

The federal as well as state
governments are increasingly
recognising startups as important
engines for economic growth

The entire startup
ecosystem raised

$50 BILLION

FUNDING’
between 2014-2019

e o
(4] 28,000*
= STARTUPS RECOGNISED

by Department for Promotion of
Internal Trade and Industry (DPIIT)

-

36 REGULATIONS

have been simplified for
the startup ecosystem
in India'.

The boom in women
entrepreneurship is
apparent in the growth
story of women led
startups -

MORE THAN

43%OFTHE Il w1
TOTAL STARTUPS IN
INDIA HAVE ONE OR MORE
WOMEN DIRECTORS

INDIA IS
HOME TO 32
UNICORNS

&

(Startups with
valuation $1 Bn+) with
a combined valuation
of $100+ Billion

E

ON AN AVERAGE 12
JOBS CREATED PER
STARTUP TOTALING
UP TO 3,50,000+
JOBS

The startup
ecosystem, in driving
India’s growth story,
tangibly adds to job
creation in the nation

I-MADE program: The government has launched the I-MADE program to help
Indian entrepreneurs build 10 lakh (1 million) mobile app start-ups, and the
MUDRA Bank’s scheme (Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana).

LEADING SECTORS THAT PERVADE THE INDIAN STARTUP LANDSCAPE ARE®

$5.7 BN $3 BN $1.4 BN
FINTECH ENTERPRISES HEALTH-TECH

$11.7 BN $1.2 BN
E-COMMERCE LOGISTICS

(while sector diversity visibly
permeates Indian led businesses)
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Hypertension affects
women more: study

Privanka Sharma
priyanka.sharma@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

more likely to be hyperten-

sive than men in the same
age group, shows a study by the
Public Health Foundation of
India (PHFI). Researchers at
PHFI said theirs is the first
study tocomprehensively bust
the myth that Indian menare at
a higherrisk of hypertension.

The research-
ers analyzed data
collected from
three large
national surveys
—the National
Family Health
Survey-4, Study
of Ageing and
Health wave-2
and Longitudinal
Ageing Study of Indiawave |—
which included a representa-
tive sample of Indian adults
from all states and Union terri-
tories, with the sample size
running up to 300,000 indi-
viduals.

Prof Parimala Mohanty, the
authorofthe studynoted, “The
results clearly show that after
attaining 50 years of age,

I ndian women in their 50sare

After attaining 50
years of age,
Indian women
had more risk of
developing
hypertension
than men

Indianwomen had moreriskof
developing hypertension than
men of comparable age, bust-
ing the myth that women are
less susceptible to such condi-
tionslifelong. Thisissimilarto
what otherstudies have found
in many Western nations,
despite large socio-cultural dif-
ferences between India and the
West. Hence, this study dispels
another commonly-prevailing
perceptionin Indian society—
that Indianwomenmay be less
prone than West-
ern women to
hypertension and
allied cardiac dis-
eases because of
their traditional
lifestyle.”

Prof Ambarish
Dutta, senior
author of the
study noted, “Age-
related rise of blood pressurein
women is sharper than men...
The women-men difference
keepswideningas age further
increases.”

Dr Lipilekha Patnaik,
anotherseniorauthor pinsthis
phenomenonofhypertension
in womenovertakingmenafter
50 to mainly post-menopausal
bio-hormonal changes.

RISK OF DEVELOPING HYPERTENSION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Health & Social issues)

Context: Indian women in their 50s are more likely to be hypertensive than men in the same age group, shows a study by the

Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI).

Hypertension

- Hypertension is when blood pressure is too high.

- Defined as having systolic blood pressure level greater than or
equal to 140 mmHg or diastolic blood pressure level greater
than or equal to 90 mmHg or/and taking anti-hypertensive
medication to lower his/her blood pressure.

India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI) data: nearly 23%
out of 2.1 million Indians have uncontrolled blood pressure.
India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI)

- Launched in November 2017.

- The Health Ministry, the Indian Council of Medical Research,
State Governments, and WHO-India began a five-year initiative
to monitor and treat hypertension.

India has committed to a "25 by 25" goal:
- The goal aims to reduce premature mortality due to
Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) by 25% by 2025.
One of the nine voluntary targets includes reducing the
prevalence of high blood pressure by 25% by 2025.

Encouraging results, but much more to be done

Hypertension s a silent killer as most patients do not have any symptoms

Opportunistic screening: All people visiting any
healthcare facility should be first screened for BP.
v SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

W India has more than 200 million people with
hypertension but only 14.5% of individuals with
hypertension are on treatment

B Since 2018, more than two million patients

have been started
on treatment and
tracked for BP
control

W The project has
demonstrated that
blood pressure
treatment and
control s feasible
in PHC settings

in diverse health
systems across
States

W Nearly half (47%)
of the patients
under care have
achieved blood
pressure control

B Availability of
medications in the
peripheral facilities
made it easier

for the patient to
continue treatment
and achieve 8P
control

B Over three years,
health staff at PHCs
health wellness
centres have been
trained to provide
treatment and
follow-up services

B Based on the
positive experience,
several States have
begun expanding
the reach of the
initiative beyond
project districts
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Higher prices help oil cos in Qf;
windfall tax to keep lid on profit

With oil prices declining, analysts see some reduction in windfall taxes by the government

Uival
ujjval j@livemint.com
MUMBAI

emand concerns amid the

disappointing US and Chi-

nese economic data, fore-

castofhigher US crude pro-

duction, and the progress
on Iran’s nuclear talks are weighing on
global crude s. Brenthasslipped to
below $100 a barrel from the highs of
SI21abarrelin July.

Analysts said that Brent prices may
remain volatile but will likely stay below
$100 abarrel due to muted demand and
expectations of moresupplies.

On the positiveside, softer crude pri-
cesare favourable for the Indian econ-
omyand,inturn, markets. However, it
may not be good news forupstream oil
producers suchas ONGC and Oil India.
The earningsof state-run oil producers
depend onoil and gasrealizations and
productionvolumes, butafter the wind-
falltax, the euphoriaaround crudereal-
izationsisalready behind. Onthe pro-
duction front, Oiland Natural Gas Corp.
Ltd is seeing stable domestic produc-
tion volumes, and its subsidiaries saw
lower June quarter production, which
wasattributed to Russian oil sanctio

However, with declining crude prices,
analysts expect somereductionin wind-
fall taxes by the government.

In the June quarter, ON
reported an Ebi
(up 113% year-on-year and 39% Bl
sequentially) at astandalone level,
primarily due to higher crude and
gaspricesand helped by oil realiza-
tionat $108.5a barrel, up 65% from
the year ago and 14% sequentially.
ONGC’s gas price on the basis of gross
calorificvalue cameinat $6.10, up 240%
from the year-ago following domestic
gaspricerevisionsinline withinterna-
tional gas price

Nevertheless, despite the strong per-

stay volatile but below
$100abarrel on muted
demandand hopes of

more supplies

Onthe production front, Oil and Natural Gas Corp. Ltd is seeing stable domestic production volumes.

formance, analysts have downgraded

mates by 28% and 11%, respet

lower crude oil realization at §74:
abarrel fromearlier estimates of $

$90 perbarrelgiven $30 abarrel windfall
tax,” Elara Securities (India) Pvt Ltd ana-

abarrel).
Hence, ONGC’s
be capped. €
will be at $60-70 a barrel; thereby, it will
notbenefit from soaring commodity pri-
ces, said analysts at Prabhudas Lilladher.
Oil India Ltd’s net crude realizations

RENT prices may THE earnings of state-
runoil producers
dependon oil and gas
realizations and

production volumes

lystssaid.

To control inflation, the government
imposed 323,250 pertonne ($40 a barrel)
windfall tax on crudeoil on 1 July, which
wastobereviewed periodically. Itisnow
reducedto317,750 pertonne (about $30

BUT after the
windfall tax, the
euphoriaaround
crude realizations is
already behind

WITH crude
realizations capped,
some benefits may

to ONGC and Oil India

were estimated at$65a barrel for FY24 by
JM Financials analysts. They said for
every $6 abarrel changein netcrudereali-
zation, it results in earnings per share
(EPS) and valuation change by 14%. For
ONGC, every $5abarrel reductioninnet

accrue from higher prices

crude realization resultsin 10% EPS and
valuation change, said JM Financials.

Withcrude realizations capped, some
benefitsmayaccrue from higher gas pri-
cesfor bothONGC and Oil India, and ana-
lystssaid thereisnotalkof windfall taxes
asofnow.

ONGC'scrude production was up
3.2% froma year earlier to 4.742 mt.
Crude production from joint ven-
tureswasat 0.5mt, falling 10%. This
was primarily due to lower produc-
tion from O! idesh Ltd (OVL).
JM Financial said OVL's production
and earnings were hitdueto thesanc-
tions on Russia. For Oil India, how-
ever, production triggers exist due to
ongoingexpansions. Oil India hasdeliv-
ered good volumesin the first quarter and
isconfidentof growingby 7% inFY23and
at least by 10% in FY24, Antique Stock
Broking analysts said.

4

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy )

Context: Softer crude prices are favourable for the Indian economy and, in turn, markets.

Windfall tax
A higher tax rate on sudden big profits levied on a particular company or industry.
Levied only on profit.
Transitory in nature.
Aim/Objective: increasing local supplies and boosting its revenues.

Benefits

Boosts government
revenues

Prowvide public services and
other benefits to the citizens

Windfall gains can repay
nterest-bearing consumer

Invest thhe windfall proceeds
in gold deposits
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Child mortality has dipped to
35 per 1,000 births: Minister

Govt. launches new app, Paalan 1000, to guide parents

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India has taken rapid strides
in reducing child mortality
since 2014 from 45 per 1,000
live births to 35 per 1,000
live births in 2019, Union Mi-
nister of State for Health
Bharati Pravin Pawar said
here on Tuesday.

Dr. Pawar was speaking
after the virtual launch of
the ‘Paalan 1000’ National
Campaign and Parenting
App at the Early Childhood
Development Conclave in
Mumbai.

‘Paalan 1000’ focuses on
the cognitive development
of children in the first two
years of their life. The app

The app will give advice}b
caregivers. =RAGUR

will provide practical advice
to caregivers on what they
can do in their everyday rou-
tine and will help clear
doubts.

Highlighting the impor-

tance of the early phases of a
child’s life as their impact
can last a lifetime, Dr. Pawar
said, “A baby’s brain deve-
lopment begins during preg-
nancy and is influenced by
the pregnant woman’s
health, nutrition  and
environment.”

“The first 1,000 days en-
compasses conception as
well as the first two years of
a child’s life and during this
period, the growing child
needs the right nutrition,
stimulation, love and sup-
port. The first 1,000 days es-
tablishes a solid platform for
a child’s physical, mental,
emotional, cognitive and so-
cial health,” she said.

CHILD MORTALITY IN INDIA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issues)

Context: India has taken rapid strides in reducing child mortality since 2014 from 45 per 1,000 live births to 35 per 1,000
live births in 2019.

Child mortality or the under-five mortality rate refers to the probability of a child dying between birth and exactly 5 years
of age, expressed per 1,000 live births.

Child Mortality in India

Sample Registration System (SRS) Bulletin: The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) has reduced from 37 per 1000 live
births in 2015 to 30 per 1,000 live births in 2019 at National Level.
o Infant Mortality Rate in Kerala - 7
o Infant Mortality Rate in Madhya Pradesh — 48
o} Nagaland has the best Infant Mortality Rate which is at 4.
Census 2011:
o The infant mortality rate has shown a considerable decline from 129 per 1000 live births in 1971 to 110
in 1981 and from 80 in 1991 to 44 in 2011.
The child mortality rate has depicted a perceptible decline from 51.9 in 1971 to 41.2 in 1981 and from
26.5in 1991 to 12.2 in 2011.
The 32 is the IMR at the national level. The rate varies between 6.9 and 5.0 in urban areas and rural areas
respectively.
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Super Vasuki’s maiden trial a hit

The 3.5-km-long train can carry over 27,000 tonnes of coal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Railways conducted a
test run of its longest freight
train, Super Vasuki, with 295
loaded wagons carrying over
27,000 tonnes of coal, on Au-
gust 15, as part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations.

The 3.5-km-long freight
train covered the distance of
about 267 km between Kor-
ba in Chhattisgarh and Raj-

nandgaon in Nagpur, and
was run by the South East
Central Railway (SECR).

This is the longest and
heaviest freight train ever
run by the Railways, the na-
tional transporter said, ad-
ding that the train takes
about four minutes to cross a
station.

The amount of coal car-
ried by Super Vasuki is
enough to fire 3,000 MW of
power plant for one full day,

officials said. This is three
times the capacity of existing
railway rakes (90 cars with
100 tonnes in each) that car-
ry about 9,000 tonnes of
coal in one journey.

The Railways plans to use
this arrangement (longer
freight trains) more fre-
quently, especially to tran-
sport coal in peak demand
season to prevent fuel shor-
tages of power stations, the
officials said.

v
>

RAILWAY
INFRASTRUCTURE

= National Rail Plan for India - 2030 to create a ‘future
ready’ Railway system by 2030.

- Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) and Eastern
DFC to be commissioned by June 2022, will bring down
the logistic costs thereby enabling Make in India strategy.

.» 100% electrification of Broad-Gauge routes will be
completed by December, 2023.

For Passenger convenience and safety :

a. Aesthetically designed Vista Dome LHB coach on tourist
routes for better travel

b. Indigenously developed automatic train protection system
to eliminates train collision due to human error

LONGEST FREIGHT TRAIN

Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure

Context: The Railways conducted a test run of its longest freight train, Super Vasuki, with 295 loaded
wagons carrying over 27,000 tonnes of coal, on August 15, as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations.

Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC)

- Ahigh speed and high capacity railway corridor that is exclusively meant for the transportation of
freight, or in other words, goods and commaodities.
It involves the seamless integration of better infrastructure and state of the art technology.
Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India Ltd: under the Ministry of Railways, a special
purpose vehicle tasked with planning and completion of 3,306 kms of DFCs.
Headquartered in New Delhi and is a Public Sector Undertaking (PSU).
It engages in the planning and development, deployment of monetary resources, building,
upkeep, and the operation of the DFCs.

, (Km)
- Western Corridor 1499

Vadodra-Rewari S30
{ Vadodra-INPT 428

Rewari-Dadri incl 141 Ambala
Saharanpur
Dadri-

(Km)
1839
404
Khurja-Kanpur 343
Kanpur-Mughalsarai 393
fMMughalsarai-Sonnagar 118
Sonnagar-Dankuni 538
Dadri-Khurja 42 |

1\

Dankuni

' - =
@/—E;ﬁem Corridor
1S iana Ludhiana-Khurja

TKD-Pirthala

= Existing Line
mm— VWestern DFC Line
= Eastern DFC Line
ssszsnme Under PPP
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India suspended by Fifa,
may lose rights to host
women’s U-17 World Cup

Hauled Up For
‘Undue Third
Party Interference’

Marcus.Mergulhao
@timesgroup.com

Panaji: Hours after India cele-
brated 75 years of independen-
ce, Fifa, the governing body for
world football, suspended the
All India Football Federation
for “undue interference by a
third party”, afirst since the fe-
deration was formed in1937.

Since this May 18, AIFF is
being run by a three-member
committee of administrators
(CoA), appointed by the Supre-
me Court after removing Praf-
ul Patel and his executive com-
mittee, whose term ended in
December 2020. The appointm-
ent of CoA isconsidered third-
party interference and goes
against Fifa statutes that ask
federations to “manage their
affairs independently”.

The suspension means no

SOLUTION TODAY?

» Appointment of CoA by SC
to run AIFF is considered
third-party interference and
goes against Fifa statutes

» CoA says it is ‘surprised’ by
the timing of Fifa’s decision as
talks are already on between
Fifa, AFC, AIFF, CoA and sports
ministry as per SC's direction

» A solution may be found
today when SC hears a review
petition filed by the Centre

»Hockey federation also
faces suspension, P 23

» Delhi HC hands over I0A’s
functioning to a CoA, P 23

Indian team, club or country
can play international match-
es. India will lose hosting righ-
ts of the Fifa U-17 Women’s
World Cup, scheduled to Kick
off this October 11. However,
Fifa left the doors open by not
announcing anew host.

»Expresses surprise, P 23

FIFA SUSPENDED INDIA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Sports and awards )

Context: World football governing body FIFA suspended India for "undue influence from third parties.
Impact: India can no longer host the U17 Women's World Cup or play international football matches against other
nations.

FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association in French)

- The highest global governing body of football (also known as soccer to distinguish it from American football), the world’s
most popular game.
FIFA is also the international governing body for futsal (a kind of mini football played indoors on a hard court between two
teams of five players each) and beach soccer (five-a-side, played on a beach).
Objective: to oversee international competitions among the national football associations of a handful of West European
countries.
Role of FIFA: FIFA is responsible for organising and promoting football’s major international tournaments, most importantly
the football World Cup, which began in 1930, and the Women’s World Cup which began in 1991.
Membership of FIFA now comprises 211 national football associations around the world.
Each of these national associations are members of one of the six confederations into which the footballing world is divided:
Africa, Asia, Europe, North & Central America and the Caribbean, Oceania, and South America.

All India Football Federation

- The governing body of football in India under jurisdiction of Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India.

- Formed in 1935 founded at Darbhanga, the federation was one of the founding members of the Asian Football
Confederation, the overseer of football in Asia.
The AIFF sanctions and runs all competitive football tournaments and leagues at a national level, namely the Indian Super
League, I-League and Super Cup.
The federation also indirectly manages local football competitions through the state associations.
The federation is also responsible for managing the India national football team, as well as the women's team and the
various youth national sides.
The AIFF is also part of the South Asian Football Federation, the organization that runs football in South Asia. The federation
is currently based in Dwarka, Delhi.



DOWN TO UNAUTHORISED USE OF HAZARDOUS PESTICIDES

EARTH

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

Unauthorised use of 4 highly hazardous pesticides, claims
report

Unapproved use of chlorpyrifos, fipronil, atrazine and paraquat in crops point to non-compliance with national regulation

o @ @ G Cv:@ NEXT NEWS >

By Zumbish
Published: Tuesday 16 August 2022

=

Context: Safety of agricultural produce and environmental contamination is at risk due to the
rampant use of four highly hazardous pesticides (HHP), according to a recent report.

Unapproved and unauthorised use of the agrochemicals - chlorpyrifos, fipronil, atrazine and
paraquat - was found across the country.

Key points
- Chlorpyrifos is approved for 18 crops in India, while the study found it was used for 23 crops.
- Fipronil is approved for nine crops but was used in fields for 27 crops.
- Atrazine and paraquat dichloride are approved for one and 11 crops, respectively, but field
uses were noted for 19 and 23 crops, respectively.
About 40 per cent of total registered pesticides in India qualify to be categorised as highly
hazardous pesticides owing to their potential for environmental health damages.

/" Pesticides usage in India

- India is the fourth-largest producer of pesticides in the world, with the market segmentation tilted mainly towards insecticides, with herbicides on the increase in the

recent past.

It is reported that eight states consume more than 70% of the pesticides used in India.
Amongst the crops, paddy accounts for the maximum share of consumption (26-28%), followed by cotton (18-20%), notwithstanding all the hype around Bt

technology.

There are 292 pesticides registered in the country, and it is estimated that there are around 104 pesticides that are continued to be produced/ used in India that have

been banned in two or more countries in the world.

The industry has grown to be an INR 20,000 crores business in India, with the top 3 companies having a market share of 57%.

Related law:

o Insecticides Act, 1968: to regulate the import, manufacture, sale, transport, distribution and use of insecticides with a view to prevent risk to human beings or

animals, and for matters connected therewith.




COAL GASIFICATION TECHNOLOGY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers reviews progress of
Hindustan Urvarak & Rasayan Limited (HURL)-Sindri and Barauni projects and Context: The Union Minister reviewed the progress of Talcher Fertilizers Ltd. (TFL), the

f Talcher Fertili Ltd. (TFL try’s first lant b d Coal , . .- .
BRESisnanr fsiel er"Ze%asiﬁéatio%’t(;%%zgozgrs B eEEEE R S country’s first urea plant based on Coal Gasification technology for production of
ammonia/urea.

“"More than 25 LMTPA of indigenous production of Urea added; will help in TFL Urea Project: TFL is setting up the 1.27 million tonne per annum capacity urea plant
etk akadHixasntamsunt eflaeeied umad based on coal gasification technology in Odisha with an estimated investment of Rs. 13,277
Production of indigenous urea from these plants will be a step towards achieving crore.
“Aatmanirbhar Bharat” and "Aatmanirbhar Krishi”- Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya - only plant to produce the nitrogenous soil nutrient (urea) through coal gasification
route.
Coal Gasification: process of converting coal into synthesis gas (also called syngas), which is a
mixture of hydrogen (H2), carbon monoxide (CO) and carbon dioxide (CO2).
- India’s target: By 2030 it will gasify 100 million tonne of coal under four major
projects with an overall investment of Rs. 20,000 crore.

“India will be Atmanirbhar in Urea”

Gas iames | Synthesis gas | Paaal
BN J v eacton > Hz2 (= NH)

Bio gasification CO + H2 Fischer-Tropsch Svnthetic
Mass  hemicalloopng > SYnthesis fuels

Sun/Wind electrolysis ( Sy n ga S ) methanol 3 CH30H

— -
CO, + H,0 T TWGS synthesis & DME, etc.




RADIANT FLOOR HEATING SYSTEM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech

NEW biogas_based radiant ﬂOOl’ heating System to bring Warmth to Leh village Context: A new sustainable technology solution called Nilaya housing may soon bring them some

comfort from the cold without worries of incurring high energy loads and costs of heating during
the cruel winter months when the temperature hits the mark of -30 deg celcius in winters.

Ina small freezing coldvllge calle Thiksey i Len,the extremelycold temperatures atthe place s ed people o cut down tres i arge amount to otain wood for burning incold Key points:
-  Developed by SMEF’s Brick School of Architecture and Pimpri Chinchwad College of

Engineering.
A radiant heating system that uses biogas to heat water in a closed system of pipes.
The water transfers heat by circulation and is accompanied with a radiant floor heating

2 Types Of Radiant FI oor H eati ng g\fzitr::me the extreme cold temperatures of Leh — Ladakh: The innovation will obviate the

need to cut down trees in Leh Ladakh, to purchase the wood in bulk for heating the
Bukhari, and also prevent any greenhouse effect generated due to burning of coal and
emitting out carbon on higher level.

Mechanism

- The mechanism of the radiant heating system involves supply of generated greywater to

the boiler with an external source.
This water is then heated inside the boiler with biogas as eco-fuel.
The water is heated up to 60 deg maximum and then transferred to the pipes that are laid
under the floor in the spaces.
The pipes carrying the hot water get heated and radiate the heat upwards. Here, the
flooring system also plays an important role.
The radian pipes are covered with materials with high conductivity from top, and the layer
beneath the pipes has a material with low conductivity so that the heat does not radiate to
the ground in the opposite direction.

Hydronic Electric The water in the pipes, after dissipating all its heat to the space, is collected into the boiler

tank with the help of pump.

This is carried out with a thermostat that turns the pump on, which again transports the

Winters. Electricty generation through sola panel s well uited in summers,but uring winters, the absence of sunlight hampers theproduction of slar power

Hydronic systems use An electric radiant floor
water-filled pipes under the heating system uses electric water Dotikio thaIBoH oy

floor that are heated by heating wires or heating The same water is used in the cycle for 15-20 days.

a boiler system. mats to heat floors.
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