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PRACTICE OF TALAQ-E-HASAN
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Justice)

Context: The Supreme Court said it was of the prima facie view that the practice of talaq-e-hasan followed by Muslim men 
for divorce by saying ‘talaq’ to the wife once a month for three months, is “not so improper”.

Talaq-e-Hasan

- A form of triple talaq: practiced in Muslim marriages.

○ It is a type of divorce practice common in Muslim marriages, where a man can divorce his wife by pronouncing 

“talaq” three times over the course of three months. 

○ This means that the Muslim man can say “talaq” once a month for three months, leading to the end of the marriage.

- Argument against: violate the fundamental and constitutional rights of women.

Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act, 2019

- The Act makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or electronic form, to be void (i.e. not enforceable in law) and 

illegal.

- The Act makes a declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, attracting up to three years imprisonment with a fine.

- The offence will be cognizable only if information relating to the offence is given by married woman (against whom talaq has 

been declared), or any person related to her by blood or marriage.

- The Act provides that the Magistrate may grant bail to the accused.

- A Muslim woman against whom talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek subsistence allowance from her husband for 

herself and for her dependent children.
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START-UP FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: The Goodfellows start-up was launched in Mumbai by Ratan Tata.

Startup India Initiative

- Launched in 2016: An initiative of the Government of India.

- Action plan of this initiative is focussing on three areas:

○ Simplification and Handholding.

○ Funding Support and Incentives.

○ Industry-Academia Partnership and Incubation.

- Definition of startup: An entity that is headquartered in India which was opened 

less than 10 years ago, and has an annual turnover less than ₹100 crore.

- I-MADE program: The government has launched the I-MADE program to help 

Indian entrepreneurs build 10 lakh (1 million) mobile app start-ups, and the 

MUDRA Bank’s scheme (Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana).
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RISK OF DEVELOPING HYPERTENSION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Health & Social issues)

Context: Indian women in their 50s are more likely to be hypertensive than men in the same age group, shows a study by the 
Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI). 

Hypertension 

- Hypertension is when blood pressure is too high.

- Defined as having systolic blood pressure level greater than or 

equal to 140 mmHg or diastolic blood pressure level greater 

than or equal to 90 mmHg or/and taking anti-hypertensive 

medication to lower his/her blood pressure.

- India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI) data: nearly 23% 

out of 2.1 million Indians have uncontrolled blood pressure.

 India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI)

- Launched in November 2017.

- The Health Ministry, the Indian Council of Medical Research, 

State Governments, and WHO-India began a five-year initiative 

to monitor and treat hypertension.

- India has committed to a "25 by 25" goal:

- The goal aims to reduce premature mortality due to 

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) by 25% by 2025.

- One of the nine voluntary targets includes reducing the 

prevalence of high blood pressure by 25% by 2025.
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WINDFALL TAX

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy )

Context: Softer crude prices are favourable for the Indian economy and, in turn, markets.

Windfall tax
- A higher tax rate on sudden big profits levied on a particular company or industry.
- Levied only on profit.
- Transitory in nature.
- Aim/Objective: increasing local supplies and boosting its revenues.
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CHILD MORTALITY IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issues)

Context: India has taken rapid strides in reducing child mortality since 2014 from 45 per 1,000 live births to 35 per 1,000 
live births in 2019.
Child mortality or the under-five mortality rate refers to the probability of a child dying between birth and exactly 5 years 
of age, expressed per 1,000 live births.

Child Mortality in India

- Sample Registration System (SRS) Bulletin: The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) has reduced from 37 per 1000 live 

births in 2015 to 30 per 1,000 live births in 2019 at National Level.

○ Infant Mortality Rate in Kerala - 7 

○ Infant Mortality Rate in Madhya Pradesh – 48

○ Nagaland has the best Infant Mortality Rate which is at 4.

- Census 2011:

○ The infant mortality rate has shown a considerable decline from 129 per 1000 live births in 1971 to 110 

in 1981 and from 80 in 1991 to 44 in 2011. 

○ The child mortality rate has depicted a perceptible decline from 51.9 in 1971 to 41.2 in 1981 and from 

26.5 in 1991 to 12.2 in 2011.

- The 32 is the IMR at the national level. The rate varies between 6.9 and 5.0 in urban areas and rural areas 

respectively.
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 LONGEST FREIGHT TRAIN

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: The Railways conducted a test run of its longest freight train, Super Vasuki, with 295 loaded 
wagons carrying over 27,000 tonnes of coal, on August 15, as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations.

Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC)

- A high speed and high capacity railway corridor that is exclusively meant for the transportation of 

freight, or in other words, goods and commodities.

- It involves the seamless integration of better infrastructure and state of the art technology.

- Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India Ltd: under the Ministry of Railways, a special 

purpose vehicle tasked with planning and completion of 3,306 kms of DFCs.

- Headquartered in New Delhi and is a Public Sector Undertaking (PSU).

- It engages in the planning and development, deployment of monetary resources, building, 

upkeep, and the operation of the DFCs.



FIFA SUSPENDED INDIA 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Sports and awards )

Context: World football governing body FIFA suspended India for "undue influence from third parties.
Impact: India can no longer host the U17 Women's World Cup or play international football matches against other 
nations.

FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association in French)

- The highest global governing body of football (also known as soccer to distinguish it from American football), the world’s 

most popular game. 

- FIFA is also the international governing body for futsal (a kind of mini football played indoors on a hard court between two 

teams of five players each) and beach soccer (five-a-side, played on a beach).

- Objective: to oversee international competitions among the national football associations of a handful of West European 

countries.

- Role of FIFA: FIFA is responsible for organising and promoting football’s major international tournaments, most importantly 

the football World Cup, which began in 1930, and the Women’s World Cup which began in 1991.

- Membership of FIFA now comprises 211 national football associations around the world.

- Each of these national associations are members of one of the six confederations into which the footballing world is divided: 

Africa, Asia, Europe, North & Central America and the Caribbean, Oceania, and South America.

All India Football Federation

- The governing body of football in India under jurisdiction of Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India. 

- Formed in 1935 founded at Darbhanga, the federation was one of the founding members of the Asian Football 

Confederation, the overseer of football in Asia.

- The AIFF sanctions and runs all competitive football tournaments and leagues at a national level, namely the Indian Super 

League, I-League and Super Cup. 

- The federation also indirectly manages local football competitions through the state associations. 

- The federation is also responsible for managing the India national football team, as well as the women's team and the 

various youth national sides.

- The AIFF is also part of the South Asian Football Federation, the organization that runs football in South Asia. The federation 

is currently based in Dwarka, Delhi.
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UNAUTHORISED USE OF HAZARDOUS PESTICIDES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

Context: Safety of agricultural produce and environmental contamination is at risk due to the 
rampant use of four highly hazardous pesticides (HHP), according to a recent report. 
Unapproved and unauthorised use of the agrochemicals - chlorpyrifos, fipronil, atrazine and 
paraquat - was found across the country.

Key points
- Chlorpyrifos is approved for 18 crops in India, while the study found it was used for 23 crops.
- Fipronil is approved for nine crops but was used in fields for 27 crops.
- Atrazine and paraquat dichloride are approved for one and 11 crops, respectively, but field 

uses were noted for 19 and 23 crops, respectively. 
- About 40 per cent of total registered pesticides in India qualify to be categorised as highly 

hazardous pesticides owing to their potential for environmental health damages.
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Pesticides usage in India

- India is the fourth-largest producer of pesticides in the world, with the market segmentation tilted mainly towards insecticides, with herbicides on the increase in the 

recent past. 

- It is reported that eight states consume more than 70% of the pesticides used in India. 

- Amongst the crops, paddy accounts for the maximum share of consumption (26-28%), followed by cotton (18-20%), notwithstanding all the hype around Bt 

technology.

- There are 292 pesticides registered in the country, and it is estimated that there are around 104 pesticides that are continued to be produced/ used in India that have 

been banned in two or more countries in the world. 

- The industry has grown to be an INR 20,000 crores business in India, with the top 3 companies having a market share of 57%.

- Related law:

○ Insecticides Act, 1968: to regulate the import, manufacture, sale, transport, distribution and use of insecticides with a view to prevent risk to human beings or 

animals, and for matters connected therewith. 



August 17PIB COAL GASIFICATION TECHNOLOGY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 -  Sci & Tech

Context: The Union Minister reviewed the progress of Talcher Fertilizers Ltd. (TFL), the 
country’s first urea plant based on Coal Gasification technology for production of 
ammonia/urea. 
TFL Urea Project: TFL is setting up the 1.27 million tonne per annum capacity urea plant 
based on coal gasification technology in Odisha with an estimated investment of Rs. 13,277 
crore.

- only plant to produce the nitrogenous soil nutrient (urea) through coal gasification 
route.

Coal Gasification: process of converting coal into synthesis gas (also called syngas), which is a 
mixture of hydrogen (H2), carbon monoxide (CO) and carbon dioxide (CO2).

- India’s target: By 2030 it will gasify 100 million tonne of coal under four major 
projects with an overall investment of Rs. 20,000 crore.



RADIANT FLOOR HEATING SYSTEM 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 -  Sci & Tech

Context:  A new sustainable technology solution called Nilaya housing may soon bring them some 
comfort from the cold without worries of incurring high energy loads and costs of heating during 
the cruel winter months when the temperature hits the mark of -30 deg celcius in winters.

Key points:
- Developed by SMEF’s Brick School of Architecture and Pimpri Chinchwad College of 

Engineering.
- A radiant heating system that uses biogas to heat water in a closed system of pipes. 
- The water transfers heat by circulation and is accompanied with a radiant floor heating 

system. 
- Overcome the extreme cold temperatures of Leh – Ladakh: The innovation will obviate the 

need to cut down trees in Leh Ladakh, to purchase the wood in bulk for heating the 
Bukhari, and also prevent any greenhouse effect generated due to burning of coal and 
emitting out carbon on higher level.

Mechanism 
- The mechanism of the radiant heating system involves supply of generated greywater to 

the boiler with an external source. 
- This water is then heated inside the boiler with biogas as eco-fuel. 
- The water is heated up to 60 deg maximum and then transferred to the pipes that are laid 

under the floor in the spaces. 
- The pipes carrying the hot water get heated and radiate the heat upwards. Here, the 

flooring system also plays an important role. 
- The radian pipes are covered with materials with high conductivity from top, and the layer 

beneath the pipes has a material with low conductivity so that the heat does not radiate to 
the ground in the opposite direction. 

- The water in the pipes, after dissipating all its heat to the space, is collected into the boiler 
tank with the help of pump. 

- This is carried out with a thermostat that turns the pump on, which again transports the 
water back to the boiler. 

- The same water is used in the cycle for 15-20 days.
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