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Context: India and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) member states (Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland) held discussions to resume negotiations for a Trade and 
Economic Partnership Agreement that was abandoned in 2013 after five years of negotiations.

European Free Trade Association (EFTA) 
● It is the intergovernmental organization of Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and 

Switzerland.
○ These countries are not part of the European Union (EU).

● It was set up in 1960 by its then seven Member States for the promotion of free trade 
and economic integration between its members.

● EFTA was founded by the Stockholm Convention in 1960.
● EFTA was founded as an alternative for states that did not wish to join the European 

Community (EC).
● EFTA was founded by the Stockholm Convention on May 3, 1960, with Austria, 

Denmark, Great Britain, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, and Switzerland as its founding 
members.

India-EFTA
● Negotiations on a broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement (TEPA) between the 

EFTA States and India were officially launched in January 2008 following consideration 
of the recommendations of a Joint EFTA-India Study Group.

● 13 rounds of negotiations were held until autumn 2013 before negotiations were put on 
hold. 

● After talks were resumed in October 2016, four more rounds have taken place.
● The TEPA is a comprehensive agreement that addresses investment, intellectual 

property rights, government procurement, trade facilitation, trade remedies, dispute 
resolution, and other areas of shared interest. It also includes trade in products and 
services, as well as investment and investment-related issues.

● EFTA represents around 2.5% of India’s total merchandise trade in 2020–21, ranking as 
its ninth-largest trading partner.



MAY 1PIB ANJI KHAD BRIDGE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure)

Context: The Prime Minister has praised the completion of Anji Khad bridge, India’s first cable stayed rail bridge.
● The bridge was completed in 11 months and total length of cable strand used in the bridge is 653 km. 

Anji Khad Bridge
● About: Anji Bridge, the first cable-stayed railway bridge in the country, is part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) 

project. 
○ Hindustan Construction Company (HCC) is building the bridge.
○ It is located in the young fold mountains of Himalaya, with extremely daunting geological conditions.

● Segments: These include the building of the:
○ Katra-Udhampur segment,
○ The Quazigund-Baramulla segment,
○ Quazigund-Banihal segment, etc.

● Key Features: The 1,315-metre-long bridge can withstand strong winds 
of up to 266 km/h as well as earthquakes of great intensity.
○ It is at a height of 331 metres above the river bed to connect 

Katra with Reasi in the Kashmir rail link project.
○ The rail bridge is to be supported by 96 cables made in 

Slovakia.
○ The project involves building the world's highest railway bridge 

over the Chenab River.
○ The bridge is being designed to facilitate train movement of up 

to 100 kmph speed.
○ A large number of sensors have been placed on the Anji bridge 

so that the structural health can be monitored regularly.
○ An explosion with up to 40 kg explosives will also not be able to 

destroy the bridge.



MAY 1PIB 100TH EPISODE OF MANN KI BAAT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: Prime Minister monthly radio program ‘Mann ki Baat’ reached a significant milestone on April 30th with the broadcast of its 100th 
episode. 
● The program, which started in October 2014, has become an essential component of the Indian government’s outreach program and 

has addressed various social groups, including women, youth, and farmers.

Mann Ki Baat
● About: Mann Ki Baat is an Indian radio programme hosted by Prime Minister in which he addresses the people of the nation on All 

India Radio, DD National and DD News.
● Origin: Since the first show on 3 October 2014, there have been 100 episodes. 

○ The first Mann Ki Baat programme was broadcast on the occasion of Vijayadashami on 3 October 2014 followed by the 
second broadcast on 2 November 2014.

○ From 2 June 2017, Mann Ki Baat is available in regional dialects.
○ The 50th episode of the program was broadcast on All India Radio on 25 November 2018.

● Objectives: The main purpose of the program is to "establish a dialogue with the citizens on issues of day-to-day governance", 
according to a statement by the Information and Broadcasting Minister in the Rajya Sabha in July 2021.
○ The programme is India's "first visually enriched radio program".

● Guests: The former President of the United States, Barack Obama, was a part of the fourth episode of Mann Ki Baat, which was aired 
on 27 January 2015. 
○ Obama had arrived in India to be a part of the Republic Day Parade.
○ On 29 September 2019, Lata Mangeshkar was a special guest on the show.
○ Guests such as doctors and listeners have been called on the show to interact with Modi.

● Toll-free: One can listen to 'Mann ki Baat' radio show toll-free by dialing '1922'. The Telecom Ministry has recently initiated this 
service.
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Context: A decade after the National Food Security Act (NFSA) was enacted, the 
Centre has revised the nutritional standards of meals at schools and anganwadis, 
augmenting the proportion of calories and protein, while also mandating the 
inclusion of micronutrients in them.

Key Points
● The amended NFSA schedule II fixes nutritional standards for nine groups, 

starting from children aged six months to one year and those in upper 
primary classes (VI-VIII). 

● Three new categories have been created for undernourished children 
aged between six months to six years.

● The nutritional standards for some existing categories such as lower 
primary classes, and upper primary classes have been revised. 

● For instance, under the previous norms, every child in lower primary 
classes was entitled to get 450 kilocalories (kcal) and 12 gm protein with 
midday meals.

● Now, the protein quantity has been hiked to 15-20 gms, while fat (18-21 
gms) and carbohydrates (70 gms) are part of the mix as well.

● Standards for micronutrients have also been fixed: calcium 170 mg, zinc 2 
mg; iron 3.5 mg; dietary folate 50 micrograms, Vitamin A 100 micrograms; 
Vitamin B6 0.43 micrograms; Vitamin B12 0.66 micrograms.

● There are no restrictions on states and Union Territories to add eggs and 
other items on the menu of food safety programmes such as midday meals 
(now known as PM Poshan) at schools, or the Integrated Child 
Development Services (ICDS) scheme at anganwadis that covers 
pre-school children, along with pregnant and lactating mothers.

● Even if states are hesitant to add eggs, they will have to revise the menu 
and add more items including pulses and green leafy vegetables to meet 
the new standards. For now, eggs are part of the midday meal in 14 states 
and UTs .



INDIA-GERMANY HOTLINE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - International Relations)
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Context: India and Germany are planning to establish a hotline to allow instant communication 
between senior officials and leaders, according to persons aware of the matter.

Hotline
● About: A hotline is a point-to-point communications link in which a call is automatically 

directed to the preselected destination without any additional action by the user when 
the end instrument goes off-hook.
○ An example would be a phone that automatically connects to emergency services 

on picking up the receiver. 
○ Therefore, dedicated hotline phones do not need a rotary dial or keypad. 
○ A hotline can also be called an automatic signaling, ringdown, or off-hook service.

● Hotline with other countries:
○ India-Pakistan: On 20 June 2004, both India and Pakistan agreed to extend a 

nuclear testing ban and to set up an India-Pakistan hotline between their foreign 
secretaries aimed at preventing misunderstandings that might lead to nuclear war. 
■ The hotline was set up with the assistance of United States military officers.

○ China-India: India and China announced a hotline for the foreign ministers of 
both countries while reiterating their commitment to strengthening ties and 
building "mutual political trust".

○ India-United States: In August 2015 the hotline between the White House and 
New Delhi became operational. 
■ The decision of establishing this hotline was taken during Obama's visit to 

India in January 2015. 
■ This is the first hotline connecting an Indian Prime Minister to a head of 

state.



INDIA-BANGLADESH REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International Relations)

Page 2
ECONOMIC 

TIMES

Context: In a landmark decision, Bangladesh has given India access to Chattogram and Mongla ports for transit and transshipment of 
cargo vessels. 

● The move will significantly cut time and cost needed to transport goods to India’s northeastern states and West Bengal and 
push regional connectivity in Bay of Bengal.

Other efforts were taken
● Multi-modal approach: A multi-modal connectivity approach has been felt for a long time because reopening the pre-Partition 

trade routes would reduce the cost and time of transportation for the Northeast and generates revenue for Bangladesh.
● MoUs: In 2010, India and Bangladesh signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to allow for the use of Chittagong and 

Mongla Ports in Bangladesh for the movement of goods to and from India.
● Bridge connection: In 2021, the Maitri Setu built over the Feni River was inaugurated that would reduce the distance between 

Tripura and Chittagong port to just 111 km.
○ Mizoram is keen on bridges across the Khawthlangtuipui river (Karnaphuli in Bangladesh) for faster access to the 

Chittagong port.
● Multi-modal transit hub: The government is working on a multi-modal transit hub at Sabroom that can help goods reach the 

Chittagong port in a few hours.
● Road connectivity: Road connectivity in Meghalaya Dawki, southern Assam’s Sutarkandi and Tripura’s Akhaura linking eastern 

and south-eastern Bangladesh is also being improved.
● Transit of inland vessels: Under Indo-Bangladesh Protocol on Inland Water Transit & Trade involving the Brahmaputra, inland 

vessels of one country can transit through the specified routes of the other country.
○ The cargo ships from Bangladesh have reached Tripura through the Gomati River and Assam’s Karimganj via the 

Kushiara River.
● BBIN: The Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal Motor Vehicle Agreement (BBIN-MVA) is another key development that can 

enhance the trade potential of Bangladesh with India and Nepal and further to Bhutan once Bhutan formally joins the MVA.
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Context: U.S. President and his Indian counterpart will join Pacific Islands leaders next month for a 
“historic” future-oriented meeting.
● Papua New Guinea is being courted by China and by the U.S. and its allies, as  Papua New 

Guinea seeks to boost foreign investment.

Pacific Island Forum (PIF)
● About: The Pacific Islands Forum is the region’s premier political and economic policy 

organisation.
○ Founded in 1971.

● Objectives: The Forum’s Pacific Vision is for a region of peace, harmony, security, social 
inclusion and prosperity, so that all Pacific people can lead free, healthy, and productive 
lives.

● Functions: The Pacific Islands Forum works to achieve this by fostering cooperation 
between governments, collaboration with international agencies, and by representing the 
interests of its members.
○ The work of the Forum is guided by the Framework for Pacific Regionalism, which 

was endorsed by Forum Leaders in 2014. 
○ It sets out the strategic vision, values, objectives and approaches to achieve deeper 

regionalism in the Pacific.
● Members: It comprises 18 members: Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of 

Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, 
Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

● Dialogue partners: The Forum currently recognises 18 dialogue partners: Canada, People’s 
Republic of China, Cuba, European Union, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 
Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Spain, Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom and the 
United States.



REVENUE VILLAGES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Env & Eco)
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Context: Thirty-eight unsurveyed and forest villages in Odisha’s coastal Ganjam district have been 
converted into revenue villages, according to a notification issued by the district magistrate on 
April 13, 2023.

● They are now revenue villages under Section 2 (14) of the Orissa Survey and Settlement 
Act, 1958 and in pursuance of Section 3(1)(h) of the Scheduled Tribes and other 
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 or FRA.

● The 38 villages have received their new status after over half a decade, with the process to 
do so having put in motion in 2017.

Key Points
● India’s forests were divided into three categories as per the 1878 amendment of the 

Forest Act authorised in 1865 under colonial British rule: Reserved, protected and village 
forests.

● Under the new provisions, some villagers were permitted to reside in reserved forests, 
provided that they provided free labour for the forest department to cut and transport 
trees and protect forests from fires. 

○ Such forests came to be known as ‘forest villages.’
● The erstwhile government in 2013 recognised the settlement and conversion of all forest 

villages, old habitations, unsurveyed villages, etc into revenue villages as one of the rights 
of forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers under Section 
3(1)(h) of the FRA, 2006.

○ A revenue village is a small administrative region, having defined borders. 
○ One revenue village may comprise of many hamlets. 
○ It is a geographic area comprising many Tehsils, which in turn cover villages. 
○ The Revenue Divisional Officer exercises some fiscal and administrative powers 

over its jurisdiction. 
○ It is headed by a Revenue Divisional Officer.

● The notion of a revenue village dates all the way back to Raja Todar Mal, the minister of 
revenue in Emperor Akbar’s court, who instituted a land reform system. 

○ The crux of the reform was the calculation of land revenue based on the quantity 
of cultivation, the soil type, as well as the quality of the harvests. 

○ The Marathas excelled in the compilation of geographical maps of revenue 
villages for the benefit of native rulers in the 18th century.
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Context: What Covid has proved to be for humans, 
lantana camara, and prosopis juliflora are for tiger 
ecosystems. 
● A study reveals India has lost nearly Rs 8. 3 

trillion in the last 60 years to 10 invasive alien 
species.

● In August 2020, research by three Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII) found that over 3 lakh sq 
km (44%) of Indian forests is affected by 
lantana.

Lantana camara
● Lantana camara (common lantana) is a species 

of flowering plant within the verbena family 
(Verbenaceae), native to the American tropics.

● Lantanas arrived in India as a decorative shrub 
during British colonial period but quickly took 
over several ecosystems as an invasive plant.

Prosopis Juliflora
● Prosopis Juliflora is a shrub or small tree in the 

family Fabaceae.
● It is native to Mexico, South America and the 

Caribbean.
● It was initially introduced in India during 

colonial times. Since then it has become 
invasive species.



BIHAN MELA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Art & Culture)
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Context: Since 2019, members of the Kondh tribe in Odisha’s Nayagarh district have added 
one more event, Bihan Mela, to their calendar of festivals and celebrations. 
● Called Bihan Mela, literally the seed festival, the event is participated by farmers 

from as many as 40 villages in Dasapalla block, surrounded by hills and forests.

Bihan Mela
● Preparations begin as soon as farmers have harvested kharif crops, which includes 

both hybrid and indigenous varieties of paddy, millets, maize and sorghum.
● Women, who are at the helm of this festival, carefully collect seeds of the 

indigenous varieties and store them in earthen pots. 
● Then, on a designated day in December, they decorate the pots with red and 

white motifs, place them in a bamboo basket and carry it on head to the village 
where the fair is being organised. 

● Along the way, they are accompanied by men beating drums and other traditional 
instruments.

Kondh tribe
● Khonds (also spelt Kondha and Kandha ) are an indigenous Adivasi tribal 

community in India. 
● Traditionally hunter-gatherers, they are divided into the hill-dwelling Khonds, and 

plain-dwelling Khonds for census purposes, but the Khonds themselves identify by 
their specific clans. 

● Khonds speak the Kui language and write it in the Odia script.
● The Khonds are the largest tribal group in the state of Odisha. 
● They are known for their rich cultural heritage, valourous martial traditions, and 

indigenous values which center on harmony with nature. 
● The Kandhamal district in Odisha has a fifty-five percent Khond population, and is 

named after the tribe.
● They are a designated Scheduled Tribe in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Jharkhand and West Bengal.
● Niyamgiri hills in Odisha are inhabited by the Dongria Khond, a Particularly 

Vulnerable Tribal Group.






