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INDIA HELD FIRST ROUND OF TALKS WITH NATO
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - International relations/organisations)

Context: India’s talks with NATO maintain significance on condition that the North 
Atlantic alliance has been partaking each China and Pakistan in bilateral dialogue. 

NATO

- A military alliance established by the North Atlantic Treaty (also called the 

Washington Treaty) of April, 1949, by the United States, Canada, and several 

Western European nations.

- Objective:  to provide collective security against the Soviet Union.

- Members: Currently 30 member states, with North Macedonia becoming the 

latest member to join the alliance in 2020. India is not the member.
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PRADHAN MANTRI AWAS YOJANA-URBAN (PMAY-U)

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issues)

Context: The Union Cabinet approved the proposal of the housing ministry for continuation of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U).

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U)

- Government’s mission - Housing for All by 2022 for urban housing 

being implemented by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

(MoHUA).

- A demand driven approach wherein the Housing shortage is 

decided based on demand assessment by States/Union 

Territories. 

- Coverage: Covers the entire urban area consisting of Statutory 

Towns, Notified Planning Areas, Development Authorities, Special 

Area Development Authorities, Industrial Development 

Authorities or any such authority under State legislation which is 

entrusted with the functions of urban planning & regulations. 

- Beneficiaries: addresses urban housing shortage among the 

EWS/LIG and MIG categories including the slum dwellers.

- Economically Weaker Section (EWS) - with a maximum 

annual family income of Rs. 3,00,00.

- Low Income Group (LIG) - with maximum annual family 

income of Rs. 6,00,000) and

- Middle Income Groups (MIG I & II) - with a maximum 

annual family income of Rs. 18,00,000)

- Beneficiary family will comprise husband, wife, unmarried 

sons and/or unmarried daughters.
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RULES FOR DIGITAL LENDING

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: The Reserve Bank of India issued guidelines for digital lending platforms to ensure orderly growth 
and protect borrowers following complaints that lending apps were charging usurious interest rates, 
pursuing aggressive recovery practices, and committing fraud and breach of data privacy.

Digital Lending:

- Lending through web platforms or mobile apps, 

by taking advantage of technology for 

authentication and credit assessment.

- India’s digital lending market: increased from 

USD 33 billion in FY15 to USD 150 billion in FY20 

and is expected to hit the USD 350-billion mark 

by FY23.

- Lending platforms: Banks have launched their 

own independent digital lending platforms to tap 

in the digital lending market by leveraging 

existing capabilities in traditional lending.
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SOLAR PROJECTS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: The government is working on a policy on floating solar power generation, offering higher incentives to companies willing 
to invest in plants requiring a power generation technology that is expensive

 International Solar Alliance (ISA)

- A joint effort by India and France to mobilize efforts against climate change through deployment of solar energy solutions.

- An action-oriented, member-driven, collaborative platform for increased deployment of solar energy technologies.

- Basic motive: to facilitate energy access, ensure energy security, and drive energy transition in its member countries.

- Member Nations:

○ Total member: A total of 106 countries have signed the ISA Framework Agreement.

○ Ratifications: Out of 106 nations, 86 have signed and ratified the ISA Framework Agreement.

○ Eligibility: All member states of the United Nations are eligible to join the ISA.

- Observer Status to International Solar Alliance:

○ The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has granted Observer Status to the International Solar Alliance (ISA).

○ Significance: will help provide for regular and well-defined cooperation between the Alliance and the United Nations 

that would benefit global energy growth and development.
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CRIMINALIZATION OF POLITICS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: The Supreme Court would consider a plea seeking a lifetime ban on people convicted of offences from contesting 
elections and becoming MPs and MLAs.

Disqualification of Criminal Candidates

- Constitutional provisions: Indian Constitution does not specify as to what disqualifies a person from contesting 

elections for the Parliament, Legislative assembly or any other legislature.

- Representation of Peoples Act 1951: It mentions the criteria for disqualifying a person for contesting an election of the 

legislature.

- Section 8 of the act - disqualification on conviction for certain offences

■ An individual punished with a jail term of more than two years cannot stand in an election for six 

years after the jail term has ended.

- The law does not bar individuals who have criminal cases pending against them from contesting elections 

■ Therefore the disqualification of candidates with criminal cases depends on their conviction in these 

cases.
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CORBEVAX GETS NOD AS PRECAUTION DOSE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issues)

Context: The Union government approved Biological E’s Corbevax as a precaution dose against COVID-19 for those above 18 who 
are fully vaccinated with either Covishield or Covaxin. 

Corbevax Covid-19 Vaccine

- It is India’s indigenous Covid-19 vaccine.

- Recombinant protein sub-unit vaccine: It 

means it is made up of a specific part of 

SARS-CoV-2 - the spike protein on the virus’s 

surface.

Regulatory Provisions for Approval of Vaccines in 

India:

- Clinical trials of new drugs and vaccines, and 

their approvals, are governed by the Drugs 

and Clinical Trials Rules, 2019.



APPOINTMENT OF CJI
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: Justice Uday Umesh Lalit was appointed as the 49th Chief Justice of India (CJI).

Appointment of Chief Justice

- The CJI and the Judges of the SC are appointed by the 

President under clause (2) of Article 124 of the 

Constitution.

- From 1950 to 1973, the practice has been to appoint the 

senior most judge of the SC as the CJI.

- This established convention was violated in 1973 when A 

N Ray was appointed as the Chief Justice of India by 

superseding three senior judges.

- Again in 1977, M U Beg was appointed as the chief 

justice of India by superseding the then 

senior-most judge.

- This discretion of the government was curtailed by the SC 

in the Second Judges Case (1993), in which the SC ruled 

that the senior most judge should alone be appointed to 

the office of the CJI.
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COASTAL REGULATION ZONE (CRZ) NORMS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

Context: There are large-scale violations of coastal zone regulations by several projects in the 
country, an audit by the Comptroller Auditor General has found.

- Norms set down by Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) notification, 2019 were not being 
followed.

Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) norms:
- Under the section 3 of Environment Protection Act, 1986 of India, Coastal Regulation Zone 

notification was issued in February 1991 for the first time.
- In 2018-19, fresh Rules were issued, which aimed to remove certain restrictions on building, 

streamlined the clearance process, and aimed to encourage tourism in coastal areas.
- Implementation: While the CRZ Rules are made by the Union environment ministry, 

implementation is to be ensured by state governments through their Coastal Zone 
Management Authorities.
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August 11PIB WORLD LION DAY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

Context: PM has lauded the efforts of Lion conservationists on the occasion of World Lion 
Day. 
World Lion Day: observed on 10th August to raise awareness about the conservation of lions.
Protection Status: Asiatic Lion

- IUCN Red List: Endangered
- CITES: Appendix I
- Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972: Schedule I

Conservation Efforts in India

- The “Asiatic Lion Conservation Project” has been launched by the Union Ministry of 

Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC).

- It has been approved for three financial years from 2018 to 2021.

- It envisages scientific management with the involvement of communities in coordination 

with multi-sectoral agencies for disease control and veterinary care for overall 

conservation of Asiatic lions.



DST August 11 DISASTER MANAGEMENT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Environment & Ecology)

Vulnerability Profile of India

- Earthquake: Around 59% of the landmass is prone to earthquakes of moderate to very high intensity.

- Flood Prone: About 12% (over 40 million hectares) of its land is prone to floods and river erosion.

- Cyclone: Close to 5,700 kms, out of the 7,516 kms long coastline is prone to cyclones and tsunamis.

- Droughts and landslides: 68% of its cultivable area is vulnerable to droughts; and, the hilly areas are at risk from landslides and avalanches.

- CBRN: Moreover, India is also vulnerable to chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN) emergencies and other man-made disasters.

Disaster Management Act, 2005:

- Objective: The stated object and purpose of the DM Act is to manage disasters, including preparation of mitigation strategies, capacity-building and more.

- The Act provides for “the effective management of disasters and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.”

- The Act calls for the establishment of National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), with the Prime Minister of India as chairperson.

- The Act enjoins the Central Government to Constitute a National Executive Committee (NEC) to assist the National Authority.

- All State Governments are mandated to establish a State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA).



t.me/theiashub /mkyadav

www.theiashub.com/daily-quiz

https://t.me/theiashub
https://www.youtube.com/c/MKYadav
http://www.theiashub.com/daily-quiz

