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SC: Derecognising
parties over freebies
is anti-democratic

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

CHIEF JUSTICE of India N V
Ramana on Thursday acknowl-
edged that the impactof freebies
promised by political parties on
thecountry'sfiscal health was"a
serious issue” but said he was
not in favour of derecognising
any party over it because that
would be “anti-democratic”,
“Derecognition and all is an
anti-democratic thing, which |
don't like...It's a democratic
country,” the I, presiding over
a two-judge bench, said while

hearinga plea on the issue.

“Nobody is saying this is not
an issue, This is a serious issue.
People whoare getting benefits
may say this is a welfare state,
and we are entitled to this.
People who are opposed may
say wearepayingtax..andit has
to be spent on developmental
activities, and not for distribut-
ing it in whatever way parties
want," the CJl said.

“Nobody can say this cannot
be discussed, or debate cannot
be initiated...The suggested
committee can look into these
issues,” he said while referring

CONTINUEDONPAGE 7

REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: SC ClJI said derecognising parties over freebies is anti-democratic.

Power of Registration/Deregistration:
- The ECl is not empowered to de-register parties on the grounds of violating the Constitution or breaching
the undertaking given to it at the time of registration.
ECI has the power to register parties under the Representation of the People Act,(RPA) 1951, but it does
not have the power to deregister parties that are inactive.
A party can only be de-registered-
o Ifits registration was obtained by fraud;
o Ifitis declared illegal by the Central Government; or
o If a party amends its internal Constitution and notifies the ECI that it can no longer abide by the
Indian Constitution.

I Category I

4 N2

[ National Party l r State Party

6% of valid
votes in 4 states
or more

2% seats in Lok 6% of valid
Sabha & members yotes in state
OR are elected from 3
-+ % 3 different States
4 seats in lok
sabha from any
State or States

3% of total
No. of seats
or 3 seats

in Assembly,
whichever is
more

OR
2 seats 1n
Assembly
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Bengaluru woman goes to Delhi HC to
stop friend’s euthanasia trip to Europe

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI AUDGUST ]

WHENTHE Delhi High Courtre-
opens next week after a week-
long break, it will be called upon
todecideon aunique case. A49-
year-old woman from Bengaluru
wants the court to stop her
friend, a Noida-based 48-year-
old man with a debilitating
health condition, from travelling

to Europe allegedly to undergo
assisted suicide oreuthanasia —
anoptionnotavailableinindiato
a personwhois not terminally ill.

According to a petition filed
before thecourt on Wednesday,
themanhas beensufferingfrom
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome since
2014 andisallegedly planning to
travelto Switzerland for a physi-
cian-assisted suicide. The
woman, who has described her-
self asa close friend of the pa-

tient, has pleaded that his par-
ents, other family members and
friends would suffer “irrepara-
ble loss” and “hardship” if the
plea to halt his travel is not al-
lowed.

The Noida resident, according
to the petition, wasundergoinga
method of treatment called Fecal
Microbiota Transplantationin Al-
IMS for his condition but could
not continue in the pandemic

CONTINUEDON PAGE 7

WHAT IS EUTHANASIA?

2 WHAT ARE

Active Euthanasia
> Death caused

by lethal injection
or drugs, includes o —
physician-assisted Canada

suicide. Active N ]

Netherlands

Switzerland

Colorado

LIVING WILLS
» Where individuals can
express their wish at a prior
point in time, when capable
of making informed decisions,
regarding their medical
treatment in the future, when
they may not be able make an
informed decision
» Exercise of the right to refuse
treatment and the right to die
with dignity

euthanasiaillegal
California
Passive Euthanasia

in most countries. o
The ones that allow
active euthanasia
shown on the map...
When doctors don't provide, or remove patients from, life-
sustaining treatment. Includes:
» Disconnecting life-support machines, feeding tubes, not carrying
out life-saving operations, not providing life-extending drugs
> Non-treatment not seen as cause of death; patient understood
to have died because of underlying condition

2 WHO CAN MAKE A
LIVING WILL?

» Anybody can. SC’s judgment
allows living wills to be executed
for the terminally ill. So you can
make a living will that’ll be in
force in future if at the time you
suffer from a terminal illness and
cannot take a decision

Context: An woman from Bengaluru wants the court to stop her friend from travelling to Europe allegedly
to undergo assisted suicide or euthanasia - an option not available in India to a person who is not

RIGHT TO DIE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issues)

terminally ill.

About Euthanasia

Mercy Killing: Also known as
euthanasia is the painless act of
death of a suffering person who
would not survive if medical
facilities were deprived of their
help.
Aruna Shanbaug case: This issue
was raised by the Supreme Court
(SC) and was finalized in 2018,
granting the right to die with
dignity as part of the right to life
under Article 21.
Current status: Only passive
is permitted by the

Supreme Court in India.

euthanasia

24 YEARS TO
VVINNING THE
RIGHT TO DIE

P Rathinam vs Union of india 1994
» SC held that suicide should be
decriminalised, that it was a cruel and
irrational provision

~

kil ling was nothing but homicide

» SC overruled
the 1994 decision
on suicide, said
that Article 21
guaranteeing
right to life did
not include right
to die or right to

> Court

idea of right

Naresh Marotrao Sakhre vs the Union 1995
» Bombay HC observed that euthanasia or mercy

Gian Kaur Vs. State of Punjab case 1996

> Though decision
contemplated
possibility of
accelerating death
of a terminally

ill patient, no
exception was made
in the judgment to

R be killed

to life

permit euthanasia

1997 | CA Thomas Master,
a retired school teacher
from Pavaratty, Thrissur,
petitioned Kerala HC seeking
right to die. He clarified his

was not a plea for euthanasia

but sought the right to
choose the time, place and
mode of death

This is still not legal

» Four years after HC
rejected his petition, the
86-year-old hung himself in
his house in April 2004

1998 |«
Cch

him after he tums 70

> Court denied him
permission

20 years on, SC
has allowed this

1999 | N Mukundan Pillai of Kollam, Kerala,
petitioned for the right to die

> The retired headmaster said he was sound in body
and mind who had fulfilled his duties, obligations, was a

comtented person, and had no further motivation to live

» Only desire was to have an “honourable exit” from life
while he was mentally/physically fit

» Petition rejected

ﬂ SAFEGUARDS THAT SOME OTHER COUNTRIES THAT ALLOW LIVING WILLS, SPECIFY

I | Court | Persons with
Pati aged authorisation mental ilinesses cannot
16 or above may | reqd to stop discontinue treatment if it
make advance treatment of is expression or symptom of
directives minors their mental iliness

UK | Person can
alter/ withdraw an
advance decision at
any time he has the
capacity to do so

built into the
provision in 2011 | Plea was filed by Pinki
various ways Virani representing 60-year-old
nurse Aruna Shanbaug lying in
a vegetative state for 37 years
after brutal attack and rape

> SC for the first time laid
down guidelines for euthanasia
and made a distinction
between “active” and

“passive” euthanasia

specifying
who may act
By as witness
allowing
a person to
change his/
her mind

Australia | Living wills to be signed in

presence of two witnesses, with rules on

who can be witness: Notif he/she1)isa mind atany time and
substitute decision-maker in the living will, 2) as many times, quash
stands to profit, directly or indirectly, fromthe | a written request for
person’s estate or 3) is a health practitioner medication regardless
for the person writing the living will of mental state

Hungary |
Pregnant women
can’t refuse
treatment if
they’re able to
carry through the
pregnancy

By
allowing
validity of
directive to be

@ challenged
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Govt may cancel solar park
allocations on slow progress

The review comes at a time several solar parks in the country are still to be commissioned

rituraj.baruah@livemint.com
NEWDELHI

he ministry of new and

renewable energy (MNRE)

will review the status of solar

parks where developers have

failed to make significant
progressand may even cancel theirallo-
cations, two officialsaware of the devel-
opment said.

The review comes at a time several
solar parksin the countryarestill tobe
commissioned despite the fact that sev-
eralyears have passedsince theiralloca-
tion by the government to developers.
According to the latest data from the
MNRE fumnished inthe Parliament, asof
30 June, a total of 61 solar parks with
40GW capacity were approved under
thescheme ‘Development of SolarParks
and Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects’,
outofwhichonlylOGW hasbeen com-
missioned. “The government may
review the parks which have not done
verywell...andalso lookat
whether we want to can-
celthoseto free up capaci-

ties,” one of the two offi-  AS of 30 June, a total
of 61solar parks with
city were
approved by the

clalssaid, requesting ano-
nymity.

Individual solar pro-
jects of smaller capacity
incursignificant expenses
insite development, drawing separate
transmission linesto the nearestsubsta-
tion, procuring waterand the creationof
other necessary infrastructure. It also
requires significant time, while solar

40GW ca

ministry

overnments and their
agencies, central public sector enterprises and private entrepreneurs.  BLOOMBERG
Solar Power Park Developer (SPPD).
There are several modes to select the
implementing agency.
Accordingtodataprovided inawrit-
ten reply by the minister for new and
renewable energy R.K.

SLOW PRC @ Al Singhrecently in the Lok

Sabha, the 61 sanctioned

SA?:CTWNED(?O'BF gA‘pAﬁliTivr;maslg'ad solar parks are spread
gca:rro:sa{g?gteeas,wnh wiliﬁ;apasl"kshavinga acrnes 10 5 e Wi
Rajasthan having the  total capacity of Rajasthan having the
highest number 12,025 GW highestnumberof10solar
i — parks sanctioned with a

total capacity of 7.036

GW. Capacity-wise, Gujaratisinthe lead
in terms of sanctions and has seven
parkswitha capacity of12.025GW that
have been sanctioned in the state. The
commissioned capacity in Rajasthan

parks come in a plug-and-play model
whereinland and relatedinfrastructure
isalready provided. Such parks arealso
exempted fromenvironmentalimpact
assessment.

The solarparksare developedincol-
laboration withstate governmentsand
their agencies, central public sector
enterprises and private entrepreneurs.
The implementing agency is termed

and Gujarat stands at 2.901GW and
785MW. Other key states with large
sanctioned capacitiesof solar parksare

radesh, Andhra Pradesh, and

3.805GW, respectively. The commis-
sioned capacity in the three states as of
30 June was IGW, 3.050GW, and
165MW, respectively.

The proposed review of solar parks
comes at a time the parliamentary
standing committee on energy has
expressed disappointment over the slow
progress of solar parks, as only eight
were developed during 2015-2020,
against the target of over 50 solarparks
by2022.

Queries sent to the ministry of new
andrenewable energy remained unan-
swered till presstime.

Initsreply tothe panel'srecommen-
dationsand observations, the ministry
said thatitismaking concerted effortsto
achieve thetarget of completionof solar
parks with an aggregate capacity of
40GW by 2023-24, showed the 28th
report of the house panel on the action
takenbythe government overthe sug-
gestionsmade by the panel.

“The ministry is making concerted
effortstoachieve the target of comple-
tion of solar parks of aggregate capacity
40 GW by 2023-24,” MNRE said inits
reply, addingthatit hasalso introduced
anew mode of implementation under
the solar park scheme witha provision
toincentivize states. State-run compa-
niesand state governmentagenciesare
actively involved and are developing
parksunderanew mode, it said.

SOLAR PARK SCHEME

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: The ministry of new and renewable energy (MNRE) will review the status of solar parks.

Solar Park Scheme

It was launched by the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy in 2014.

Objective: It was proposed to set up at least 25 Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects.

Aim: Over 20,000 MW of solar power installed capacity within a span of 5 years starting from 2014-15.
Capacity of the Scheme: enhanced from 20,000 MW to 40,000 MW in 2017. The parks are also proposed
to be set up by 2021-22.

There are eight modes under which the scheme is being implemented.

Under this scheme, India’s largest solar park of 4750 MW is being set up by NTPC in Rann of Kutch,
Gujarat.

Other Solar Energy Initiatives:

National Solar Mission: India's National Action Plan on Climate Change with the National Solar Mission as
one of the key Missions.

India’s Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) target: It targets installing 100 GW
grid-connected solar power plants by the year 2022.

Launch of International Solar Alliance (ISA): An action-oriented, member-driven, collaborative platform
for increased deployment of solar energy technologies.

Other Government Schemes: Such as Canal bank & Canal top Scheme, Bundling Scheme, Grid Connected
Solar Rooftop Scheme etc.

One Sun One World One Grid: India has an ambitious cross-border power grid plan ‘One Sun One World
One Grid’ that seeks to transfer solar power generated in one region to feed the electricity demands of
others.
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DIGITAL FORM OF CURRENCY

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Over 7% of Indians own digital
currency; 7th highest in world

UNCTAD report said Ukraine topped the list with 12.7%, while the US has 8.3% share

feedback@livemint.com

ver 7% of India’s population owns

digital currency, according to the

UN, which said thatthe use of cryp-

tocurrency rose globally at an

unprecedented rate during the
covid-19 pandemic.

The UN trade and development body, UNC-
TAD, said in 2021, developing countries
accounted forl5 of the top 20 economies when it
comes to the share of the population that owns
cryptocurrencies. Ukraine topped the list with
12.7%, followed by Russia (11.9%), Venezuela

), Singapore (9.4%), Kenya (8.5%) and the
US (8.3%). In India, 7.3% of the population owned
digital currency in 2021, ranking seventh in the
list of top 20 global economies for digital currency
ownershipasshare of population. “Global use of
cryptocurrencies has increased exponentially

during the covid-19 pandemic, includingindevel-
oping countries,” UNCTAD said.

It said that while these private digital curren-
cies have rewarded some and facilitate remittan-
ces, they are an unstable financial asset that can
also bring social risks and costs. The policy brief
titled “All that glit-
tersisnotgold: The
high cost of leaving
cryptocurrencies
unregulated” exam-
ines the reasons for
the rapid uptake of
cryptocurrenciesin

Developing nations accounted for 15
of the top 20 economies when it
comes to the share of population
that owns cryptocurrencies

becomes a public one. “If cryptocurrencies
become a widespread means of payment and even
replace domestic currencies unofficially (a pro-
cess called cryptoization), this could jeopardise
the monetary sovereignty of countries,” it said.
In developing countries with unmet demand
for reserve curren-
cies, stablecoins
particular

these re

IMF has said that
cryptocurrencies
pose risks as legal

developing coun-
tries, includingfacilitation of remittances and as
a hedge against currency and inflation risks.

It said that recent digital currency shocks in the
market suggest that there are private risks to
holding crypto, butifthe central bank stepsinto
protect financial stability, then the problem

tender, it said.

The policy brieftitled “Public payment systems
inthe digital era: Responding to the financial sta-
bility and security-related risks of cryptocurren-
cies” focuses on the implications of cryptocurren-
cies forthestability and security of monetary sys-
tems, and to financial stability.

_Recent steps towards CBDC:
- The introduction of CBDC was announced in the Union Budget 2022-23.
Government amended section of the RBI Act, 1934 through the Finance Bill

2022.

- India’s official digital currency is likely to debut by early 2023

Fiat Money

- Government-issued currency that is not backed by a commodity such as gold.

Gives central banks greater control over the economy because they can control

how much money is printed.

Context: he use of cryptocurrency rose globally at an unprecedented rate during the

covid-19 pandemic.

Recent steps towards CBDC:

- The digital form of a country’s
fiat currency.
Instead of printing paper

currency or minting coins, the
central bank issues electronic
tokens.

This token value is backed by
the full faith and credit of the
government.

CBDC is not comparable with
private virtual currencies or
cryptocurrencies.

It will be a sovereign-backed

digital currency.

BusinessToday.In

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
CRYPTOCURRENCY AND
DIGITAL CURRENCY

TL/DR
Digital currencyis the 6&,“
= electronic form of fiat fm
money that can be usedin

contactless transactions.

Regulation

Digital currency is D
regulated by acentral Nz““
authority (RBI for India). </

Stability & usage

Digital currency rates are

gl

@ stable,and currenciesare
globally accepted.

Cryptocurrencyisa
store of value thatis
secured by encryption.

Cryptocurrency is
decentralised and
unregulated.

Cryptocurrency rates
are highly volatile, and
digital coins are not
widely accepted yet.

Who gets to know about the transactions?

Digital currency
transactions are only
known to the sender,
receiver, and the bank.

1\

Cryptocurrency
transactions are
publicly available ona
decentralised ledger.

Encryption & blockchain usage

N

~\  Digital currency needs
B strong passwords to
m protect digital wallets,
banking apps, credit,
debit cards.

Cryptocurrencies
are secured by
encryption.
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Youth employment declined
in India, says ILO report

‘COVID-19 has hurt youth more than any other age group’

A.M. JIGEESH
NEW DELHI

India experienced severe
working-hour and employ-
ment losses in 2020 and
2021, and Indian youth em-
ployment deteriorated in
2021 compared with the
2020 situation, according to
the Global Employment
Trends for Youth 2022 re-
port released by the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation
on Thursday. The recovery
in youth employment is still
lagging globally, the report
says confirming that CO-
VID-19 has hurt young peo-
ple more than any other age
group.

1t finds that the pandemic
has worsened the numerous
labour market challenges
facing those aged between 15
and 24. Youngsters in this
age group experienced a
much higher percentage loss
in employment than adults
since early 2020. “The total
global number of unem-
ployed youth is estimated to
reach 73 million in 2022, a
slight improvement from
2021 (75 million), but still six
million above the pre-pan-
demic level of 2019,” the re-
port said.

In India, the report said
surveys conducted by the
Centre for Monitoring the In-
dian Economy show that the
youth employment partici-

Job hunt: People Waltln for work in Manesar Industrial Area,

in Haryana. =ap

pation rate declined by 0.9
percentage points over the
first nine months of 2021 re-
lative to its value in 2020,
while it increased by 2 per-
centage points for adults ov-
er the same time period.

It also warns that the un-
employment rate of young
people in the Asia and Pacif-
ic region is projected to
reach 14.9% in 2022, the
same as the global average,
although there are impor-
tant divergences between
subregions and countries.

In India, the report added
that school closures lasted 18
months and among the 24
crore school-going children,
only 8% of such children in
rural areas and 23% in urban
areas had adequate access to
online education.

“Given the deeply un-
equal access to online re-
sources in developing coun-
tries, children from

socio-economically disad-
vantaged families, which are
the large majority, had al-
most no access to educa-
tion,” the report said.

It said school closures not
only prevented new learn-
ing, but also led to the phe-
nomenon of “learning re-
gression”, that is, children
forgetting what they had
learned earlier. “In India,
92% of children on average
lost at least one foundational
ability in language and 82%
lost at least one foundational
ability in mathematics,” the
report said citing studies.

It  appreciated the
MGNREGA and said it has
played an important role in
providing paid employment,
particularly for women, but
also in carbon sequestration
because of the Act’s focus on
natural resources, such as
land, water and trees, which
provide adaptation benefits.

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT IN INDIA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Economy & Social issue)

Context: India experienced severe working-hour and employment losses in 2020 and 2021, and Indian youth employment deteriorated in

2021 compared with the 2020 situation.

Definition of unemployment and employment

- National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) defines employment and unemployment on the following activity statuses of an

individual:

- Working (engaged in an economic activity) i.e. 'Employed".

Seeking or available for work i.e. 'Unemployed'.

Neither seeking nor available for work.

The first two constitute the labour force and unemployment rate is the percent of the labour force that is without work.
Unemployment rate = (Unemployed Workers / Total labour force) x 100

‘YOUTH IN INDIA 2022’ REPORT

tate/Un
L W N7
2021 2036

Bihar 28.8 25.5
Himachal Pradesh 251 19.5
Kerala 221 19.2
Madhya Pradesh 277 24.7
Maharashtra 26.1 225 21
Rajasthan 28.7 25.8 24.6
Tamil Nadu 232 204 19.1
Uttar Pradesh 299 26.3 251
India 272 241 2.7
Source: Youth in India 2022 Report, MoSPI

Report of the Technical Group on Population Projections for India and
States 2011-2036, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, 2020

DEMOGRAPHIC

Period of demographic dividend in large economies

ﬁlw Japan

END OF
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1987 | Repuiblic of Korea
1991 Spain

1994 China
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2018 (LG
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37 yrs 2031
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32yrs 2038
k8" 3 2055
34yrs 2052

INDIA'S DEPENDENCY RATIO:
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1970 1980 1990 2 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060




CURRENT ACCOUNT DEFICIT (CAD)

THE HINDU (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Page 18

Context: India’s monthly goods trade deficit has hit record highs in the past few months.

‘CAD will ease as commodity prices dip’

Items that guzzled foreign exchange are seeing price declines, says government official

VIKAS DHOOT

NEW DELHI

Concerns about India’s trade
and current account deficits
are likely to dissipate in view
of the recent decline in glo-
bal commodity prices, a top
government official said on
Thursday, asserting that crit-
icism which equated the
country’s import duties to a
protectionist approach in
trade was misplaced.

“Most of the foreign ex-
change guzzlers that have
led to a wider trade deficit
for India are seeing a decline
in prices in the last few days,
be it crude oil, fertilizers, or
even coal and gold. When
prices are down, the current
account deficit will also go
down over time,” the official
explained. India’s monthly
goods trade deficit has hit re-
cord highs in the past few

Think local: Broadly, goods whose demand can be met locally
will attract customs duties, the official said. =k.r. beEepAK

months, peaking in July,
when it crossed $31 billion.
With exports growth slowing
down and imports continu-
ing to rise sharply, driven by
higher prices of commodi-
ties with inelastic demand,
economists expect the cur-

rent account deficit to cross
3% of GDP this year from
1.2% in 2021-22.

On the imposition of im-
port duties on goods over
the last couple of years, the
official stressed just counting
the items since the unveiling

(’ If the Centre could
give even 50%
more funds to
States than their
monthly dues, we
will do it

of the AtmaNirbhar Bharat
programme was misleading
as it suggested an ‘inward
looking’ stance. “Unlike in
the past, when customs du-
ties were tweaked in an in-
discreet and uncalibrated
manner, often to suit just one
business or another, our ap-
proach to imposing tariffs is
driven by item-wise data ana-
lysis. Broadly, goods whose
demand can be met locally
will attract customs duties,”
the official said.

Tax transfers to States
The Centre plans to devolve
more funds to the States

from their share of the divis-
ible pool of taxes whenever
it is possible, in a bid to drive
faster spending on capital
projects at the ground level,
the official added.

On ‘Wednesday, the
Centre released more than
%1.16 lakh crore to States as
their share for August, equiv-
alent to two monthly instal-
ments of tax devolution.

‘Action belongs to States’
“If we are able to give even
50% more funds to States
than their monthly instal-
ment, we will give it right
away,” the official said.

“This is vital because ac-
tion happens in the States
and the Centre is not inter-
ested in keeping their funds
in its accounts for even a sin-
gle extra day,” the official

Current Account Deficit (CAD)

- A CAD occurs when the total value of goods and services a country imports exceeds the

total value of goods and services it exports.

The balance of exports and imports of goods is referred to as the trade balance.

Trade Balance is a part of ‘Current Account Balance’.
According to an earlier report of 2021, High Oil Imports, High Gold Imports are the

major driving force, widening the CAD.

BALANCE OF PAYMENT

pointed out. l l

Current Account Capital Account

l |
o v l ! } !

Fxchangetas Visibles Invisibles Investment Loan Banking
Capital

Causes of current account deficits

Under-investment

Relatively low
productivity

domeBsc:ﬁ:rZ:;and 1 l
Trade of l l l
Goods

Persistenctly high
relative inflation

Recession in key

S tiiThete Income Transfers FDI Fll

! !

Sovereign External
Loan Commercial
Borrowing

Services

Structural ———

Inadequate R&D,
innovation

Slump in global prices
of exports

Increased demand for
imported technology

Emergence of lower
cost competition
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hina blocks India-US bid to
lacklist Pak-based terronst

Shielding Azhar's Brother Exposes Double Standards: Delhi

Sachin,Parashar
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Chinahasputon
hold a joint India-US propos-
al to sanction a Pakistan-
based terrorist, Abdul Rauf
Asghar, an accused in the
19991C-814 hijacking, the 2001
Parliament attack and the
2016 attack on an Indian Air
Forcebase in Pathankot.
While this is the second
time in twomonths that Beij-
ing has sought to delay sanc-
tioning of terrorists operat-
ing from Pakistan, the latest
move comes at a time it is
hoping India will support
China’s efforts to defend its
“sovereignty and security”
onthe Taiwanissue.
Asghar is also the deputy
chief of UN designated ter-
ror  group Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed and brother of
Maulana Masood Azhar, who
heads the same organisa-
tion. Beijinghadin Junealso
blocked a proposal to desig-
nate deputy chief of Lash-

AFP via Getty Images
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ATaliban official receiving a
paper with the IC-814 hijackers'
demands at Kandahar Airport on
December 27,1999

Kar-e-Taiba, Abdul Rehman
Makki, asaglobal terrorist.
Official sources reacted
angrily to the development
saying China’s actions ex-
posed its “double speak and
double standards” on the is-
sue of terrorism and the
global community’s shared
battle against the menace.

“Such politically motiva-
ted actions by China in nearly
every listing case of Pak-
based terrorists undermine
the entire sanctity of the
working methods of the
UNSC Sanctions Commit-
tees,” said a source, adding it
was unfortunate that the
UNSC sanctions committee
hadbeen prevented from play-
ing its role due to “political
considerations”. China had
on several occasions blocked
the listing of Masood Azhar
t00 as global terrorist before
finally relenting in 2019 under
international pressure.

In Beijing, asked about
the decision to put a techni-
calholdonthe Abdul propos-
al, the Chinese foreign min-
istry said China needed
moretimetoassessthe “rele-
vant applications”, India’s
permanentrepresentative to
UN Ruchira Kamboj had on-
ly this week called forending
the practice of placing holds
and blocks on listing re-
questsagainst notorious ter-

rorists without giving any
justification, while slam-
mingdoublestandardsinthe
fightagainst terrorism.

According to sources,
there is “incontrovertible”
evidence to back the listing
proposals for both Makki
and Asgharandboth individ-
uals have also been sanc-
tioned by the USunder its do-
mesticlegislation.

A source said that while
Chinaputatechnicalholdon
the India-US proposal in the
UN Security Council 1267
Sanctions Committee, all
other 14 UNSC member
states were supportive of the
listing proposal.

Significantly, China’shold
comes in the middle of its ef-
forts to enlist India’s support
on the Taiwan issue. Inan in-
terview to TOI last week, Chi-
nese ambassador Sun Wei-
dong expressed hope that In-
dia would honour the “one-
China principle” and support
China’s efforts to defend its
sovereignty and security.

GLOBAL TERRORIST DESIGNATION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal security )

Context: China has blocked a move by India and the US to list Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) leader
Abdul Rauf Azhar as a global terrorist at the UN Security Council.

UN terrorist designation

- UNSC 1267 Committee of the UN Security Council: established as a result of resolution 1267 (in 1999). It is also

known as the AlQaida and Taliban Sanctions Committee.

Composition: The Committee comprises all 15 members of the UNSC and decides unanimously and secretly.

Objective: established for the purpose of overseeing the implementation of sanctions measures imposed on

Taliban-controlled Afghanistan for its support of Osama bin Laden.
Impact: If an individual/organisation is included in the 1267 list, it helps in restricting their movement, financial

penalties and assets freeze among others.

WHY DID
CHINA ~
RELENT -

» Indialeveraged US, UK and
France who threatened to take

Azhar issue to open discussion

in UNSC, which would isolate

China publicly

» China found the cost of
protecting instrument of Pak-
sponsored terror rising

» India piled pressure at
bilateral meets, arguing that
Azhar is a global terror threat

» Global lack of criticism
of Balakot air strikes showed
international tolerance of
terrorism is low

» In March 2016, China placed
a technical hold, extended it in
Oct 2016. Put request on hold

in 1267 sanctions committee in

| Jan 2017, extended again in Aug

2017. Blocked proposal again in
Nov 2017. In March 2019, after
US, UK, France moved fresh
proposal, China placed a hold
again

| » Afterthe three countries

moved an informal proposal
in the full UNSC, China finally
relented on May 1

Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism is a
draft proposed by India in 1996,
that has yet to be adopted by
the UN General assembly

What does it call for?

© Universal definition of
terrorism: No good terrorist or
bad terrorist

© Ban on all groups regardless
of country of operation, cut off
access to fund and safe havens

© Prosecution of all groups,
including cross-border groups

© Amending domestic laws to
make cross-horder terror an
extraditable offence

Why has CCIT heen
blocked?

© US+allies: Concerns over
definitions of terrorism,
including acts by US soldiers in
international interventions
without UN mandate

© Latin American coun~
tries: Concerns over interna-
tional humanitarian laws and
HR being ignored

© OIC: Concerns that
convention will be used to
target Pakistan, and restrict
rights of self<letermination
groups in Palestine, Kashmir etc




DOWN TO GLOBAL ACTION ON BRAIN HEALTH
EARTH (Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issue)

Air po"ution wi" harm brain development 9 Of 10 people Context: An astonishing 99 per cent of all people worldwide breathe polluted air and it severely
)

. affects the health and development of the human brain. (WHO report)

breathe POllUtEd air Brain health: defined as the state of brain functioning across cognitive, sensory, socio-emotional,
Annual loss in human capital arising from mental health conditions in children aged 0-19 is $387.2 billion behavioural and motor domains, allowing a person to realise their full potential, irrespective of the
presence or absence of disorders.

‘ G @ @ @ NEXT NEWS > Key Points

- The organisation called for establishing brain health as a global policy priority.

By Madhumita Paul - Children who miss their developmental potential are projected to earn about 26 per cent
el o et less annually as adults.

Only 15 countries have family-friendly policy protections to safeguard child brain
development, such as - tuition-free pre-primary school education, legislation that supports
breastfeeding and paid maternity and paternity leave.

Brain health can be optimised through five major determinants - physical health, healthy
environments, safety and security, learning and social connection and access to quality
services.

Steps Taken by the Government for Promoting Mental Health
Constitutional Provision: SC has held healthcare to be a fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution.
National Mental Health Program (NMHP): To address the huge burden of mental disorders and shortage of qualified professionals in the field of mental health.
Mental HealthCare Act 2017: It guarantees every affected person access to mental healthcare and treatment from services run or funded by the government.
Kiran Helpline (Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment): to provide support to people facing anxiety, stress, depression, suicidal thoughts and other mental health
concerns.
Manodarpan (Ministry of Human Resources Development): aimed to provide psychosocial support to students, family members and teachers for their mental health and
well-being during the times of Covid-19.




COAL PRODUCTION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Economy)

Total Coal Production Goes up by 11.37 % to 60.42 Million Ton in July Context: The overall coal production has increased by 11.37% to 60.42 million ton (MT) from
54.25 MT during July, 2022 as compared to July 2021.

Twenty four Coal Mines Record More than 100% Production Key points

- Of the top 37 coal mines, production of 24 mines was more than 100 per cent during
Posted On: 11 AUG 2022 2:06PM by PIB Delhi July this year.

— — Another seven mines’ production stood between 80 and 100 percent.

N R Coal despatch increased by 8.51% to 67.81 MT from 62.49 MT during July, 2022 as

Arcnsiaa ' LARGEST COAL RESERVE? compared to the previous year.
<

= CIL and captive mines/others registered a growth of 8.17% % and 40.78% by
dispatching 54.54 and 9.91 MT respectively.

The Power utilities despatch has grown by 17.09% to 58.45 MT during July this year
as compared to 49.92 MT in July 2021 due to increase in power demand.

Coal based power generation has registered a growth of 4.76% in July 2022.

The overall power generation in July 2022 has been 4.29% higher than in July 2021.

DESFITE GREEN PUSH, COAL IS ViIiTALuL

Installed powvwer generation capacity in India:
Share of Tu<l

JHARKHAND
Highest coal reserve
83,152 million tonnes

Total coal reserves*
(in million tonnes)

TRES: renewable
energy sources
such as solar.,
wwind and
biosrmass

a@» coal @ Gas @E Diesel @ =Hydro @ Nuclear

M 1 Per-capita coal consumption in India
SSam -
Nagaland 5 major coal 7

_ ) 0.7
e Y consuming Austral m uUs é
Towal countries in 4.5 DT ¥ o B o 3 o= )

as of April 2018 2019 .

OCEAN Source: Geological Suvveyollndl: Sowurce: India BUR-III to UNFCCC




EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Scientific administrators discuss collaborations on emerging technologies with US delegation

Secretary DST, Dr S Chandrasekhar highlighted the importance of connecting the scientists from India and US to collaborate on emerging technologies such as Al and smart
connected cities at a meeting with the US delegation led by Dr Sethuraman Panchanathan, Director, National Science Foundation (NSF).

Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India Professor Ajay K Sood as well as Secretaries of all scientific ministries and departments also participated in the meeting.

Emerging Technologies (ET)

Emerging technology is a term generally used to describe a new technology, but it
may also refer to the continuing development of an existing technology; it can have
slightly different meaning when used in different areas, such as media, business,
science, or education.
Key attributes that qualify a technology as emerging. These are:

Radical novelty,

Relatively fast growth,

Coherence,

Prominent impact, and

Uncertainty and ambiguity.

Quantum
Technology

« Quantum Radar

* Quantum Computing

+ Quantum Biology

= Quantum Cryptography
+ Quantum Devices &

Networks

Sustainable
Technologies

« Vertical Farming
« Precision Agriculture

Technologies

« Synthetic Meat

« Hydroponics

* Electric Vehicles

« Battery Technologies

« Net-Zero-Energy Buildings

High Performance
Computing

- Big Data Computing

« Edge Computing

= Containerization

= Intelligent Computing

Systems

- Cyber Security

Al-enabled
Technologies

« Consumer//Social Robots
= Augmented/Virtual Reality
« Al Applications for Society/

Economy

« Autonomous Vehicles
« Intelligent Transportation

Systems

Semiconductor
Technologies

« Integrated Circuits (2D,

3D Chips)

* Flexible Electronics

« Display Technologies
« E-textiles

« Spintronics

Blockchain

« Enterprise solutions
« Intelligent Supply Chain

Systems

= Cryptocurrencies
= Smart business

applications- FinTech,
EduTech etc

Bio-engineering
Technologies

« Neural engineering
« Tissue engineering
« Bioinformatics

« Genetic engineering
- Clinical engineering

Industrial
Technologies

« Smart and Digital

Manufacturing

* Advanced Industrial

Robotics

- Industrial Internet of Things

(lloT)

« 3D Printing
« Distributed Manufacturing

Technologies

Data & Communications

Network

« 5G, 6G and beyond
= Advanced wireless

networks

« Communication

Hardwares
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