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REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: SC CJI said derecognising parties over freebies is anti-democratic.

Power of Registration/Deregistration:

- The ECI is not empowered to de-register parties on the grounds of violating the Constitution or breaching 

the undertaking given to it at the time of registration.

- ECI has the power to register parties under the Representation of the People Act,(RPA) 1951, but it does 

not have the power to deregister parties that are inactive.

- A party can only be de-registered-

○ If its registration was obtained by fraud; 

○ If it is declared illegal by the Central Government; or 

○ If a party amends its internal Constitution and notifies the ECI that it can no longer abide by the 

Indian Constitution.
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RIGHT TO DIE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issues)

Context: An woman from Bengaluru wants the court to stop her friend from travelling to Europe allegedly 
to undergo assisted suicide or euthanasia - an option not available in India to a person who is not 
terminally ill.

About Euthanasia

- Mercy Killing: Also known as 

euthanasia is the painless act of 

death of a suffering person who 

would not survive if medical 

facilities were deprived of their 

help.

- Aruna Shanbaug case: This issue 

was raised by the Supreme Court 

(SC) and was finalized in 2018, 

granting the right to die with 

dignity as part of the right to life 

under Article 21.

- Current status: Only passive 

euthanasia is permitted by the 

Supreme Court in India.
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SOLAR PARK SCHEME

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: The ministry of new and renewable energy (MNRE) will review the status of solar parks.

Solar Park Scheme

- It was launched by the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy in 2014.

- Objective: It was proposed to set up at least 25 Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects.

- Aim: Over 20,000 MW of solar power installed capacity within a span of 5 years starting from 2014-15.

- Capacity of the Scheme: enhanced from 20,000 MW to 40,000 MW in 2017. The parks are also proposed 

to be set up by 2021-22.

- There are eight modes under which the scheme is being implemented.

- Under this scheme, India’s largest solar park of 4750 MW is being set up by NTPC in Rann of Kutch, 

Gujarat.

Other Solar Energy Initiatives:

- National Solar Mission: India's National Action Plan on Climate Change with the National Solar Mission as 

one of the key Missions.

- India’s Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) target: It targets installing 100 GW 

grid-connected solar power plants by the year 2022.

- Launch of  International Solar Alliance (ISA): An action-oriented, member-driven, collaborative platform 

for increased deployment of solar energy technologies.

- Other Government Schemes: Such as Canal bank & Canal top Scheme, Bundling Scheme, Grid Connected 

Solar Rooftop Scheme etc.

- One Sun One World One Grid: India has an ambitious cross-border power grid plan ‘One Sun One World 

One Grid’ that seeks to transfer solar power generated in one region to feed the electricity demands of 

others.
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DIGITAL FORM OF CURRENCY

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy & Infrastructure)

Context: he use of cryptocurrency rose globally at an unprecedented rate during the 
covid-19 pandemic.

Recent steps towards CBDC:

- The introduction of CBDC was announced in the Union Budget 2022-23.

- Government amended section of the RBI Act, 1934 through the Finance Bill 

2022.

- India’s official digital currency is likely to debut by early 2023

Fiat Money

- Government-issued currency that is not backed by a commodity such as gold.

- Gives central banks greater control over the economy because they can control 

how much money is printed.

Recent steps towards CBDC:

- The digital form of a country’s 

fiat currency.

- Instead of printing paper 

currency or minting coins, the 

central bank issues electronic 

tokens. 

- This token value is backed by 

the full faith and credit of the 

government.

- CBDC is not comparable with 

private virtual currencies or 

cryptocurrencies. 

- It will be a sovereign-backed 

digital currency.
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YOUTH EMPLOYMENT IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Economy & Social issue)

Context: India experienced severe working-hour and employment losses in 2020 and 2021, and Indian youth employment deteriorated in 
2021 compared with the 2020 situation.

Definition of unemployment and employment

- National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) defines employment and unemployment on the following activity statuses of an 

individual:

- Working (engaged in an economic activity) i.e. 'Employed'.

- Seeking or available for work i.e. 'Unemployed'.

- Neither seeking nor available for work.

- The first two constitute the labour force and unemployment rate is the percent of the labour force that is without work.

- Unemployment rate = (Unemployed Workers / Total labour force) × 100
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CURRENT ACCOUNT DEFICIT (CAD)

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: India’s monthly goods trade deficit has hit record highs in the past few months.

Current Account Deficit (CAD)

- A CAD occurs when the total value of goods and services a country imports exceeds the 

total value of goods and services it exports.

- The balance of exports and imports of goods is referred to as the trade balance. 

- Trade Balance is a part of ‘Current Account Balance’.

- According to an earlier report of 2021, High Oil Imports, High Gold Imports are the 

major driving force, widening the CAD.



GLOBAL TERRORIST DESIGNATION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal security )

Context: China has blocked a move by India and the US to list Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) leader 
Abdul Rauf Azhar as a global terrorist at the UN Security Council.

UN terrorist designation

- UNSC 1267 Committee of the UN Security Council: established as a result of resolution 1267 (in 1999). It is also 

known as the AlQaida and Taliban Sanctions Committee.

- Composition: The Committee comprises all 15 members of the UNSC and decides unanimously and secretly.

- Objective: established for the purpose of overseeing the implementation of sanctions measures imposed on 

Taliban-controlled Afghanistan for its support of Osama bin Laden.

- Impact: If an individual/organisation is included in the 1267 list, it helps in restricting their movement, financial 

penalties and assets freeze among others.
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GLOBAL ACTION ON BRAIN HEALTH
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Issue)

Context: An astonishing 99 per cent of all people worldwide breathe polluted air and it severely 
affects the health and development of the human brain. (WHO report)
Brain health: defined as the state of brain functioning across cognitive, sensory, socio-emotional, 
behavioural and motor domains, allowing a person to realise their full potential, irrespective of the 
presence or absence of disorders.
Key Points

- The organisation called for establishing brain health as a global policy priority.
- Children who miss their developmental potential are projected to earn about 26 per cent 

less annually as adults.
- Only 15 countries have family-friendly policy protections to safeguard child brain 

development, such as - tuition-free pre-primary school education, legislation that supports 
breastfeeding and paid maternity and paternity leave.

- Brain health can be optimised through five major determinants - physical health, healthy 
environments, safety and security, learning and social connection and access to quality 
services.
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Steps Taken by the Government for Promoting Mental Health

- Constitutional Provision: SC has held healthcare to be a fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution.

- National Mental Health Program (NMHP): To address the huge burden of mental disorders and shortage of qualified professionals in the field of mental health.

- Mental HealthCare Act 2017: It guarantees every affected person access to mental healthcare and treatment from services run or funded by the government.

- Kiran Helpline (Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment): to provide support to people facing anxiety, stress, depression, suicidal thoughts and other mental health 

concerns.

- Manodarpan (Ministry of Human Resources Development): aimed to provide psychosocial support to students, family members and teachers for their mental health and 

well-being during the times of Covid-19.



August 12PIB COAL PRODUCTION 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Economy) 

Context: The overall coal production has increased by 11.37% to 60.42 million ton (MT) from 
54.25 MT during July, 2022 as compared to July 2021.
Key points

- Of the top 37 coal mines, production of 24 mines was more than 100 per cent during 
July this year.  

- Another seven mines’ production stood between 80 and 100 percent.
- Coal despatch increased by 8.51% to 67.81 MT from 62.49 MT during July, 2022 as 

compared to the previous year. 
- CIL and  captive mines/others registered a growth of 8.17% % and 40.78% by 

dispatching  54.54 and 9.91 MT respectively.
- The Power utilities despatch has grown by 17.09% to 58.45 MT during July this year  

as compared to 49.92 MT in  July 2021 due to increase in power demand. 
- Coal based power generation has registered a growth of 4.76% in July 2022. 
- The overall power generation in July 2022 has been 4.29% higher than in July 2021.



DST August 12 EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

Emerging Technologies (ET)

- Emerging technology is a term generally used to describe a new technology, but it 

may also refer to the continuing development of an existing technology; it can have 

slightly different meaning when used in different areas, such as media, business, 

science, or education.

- Key attributes that qualify a technology as emerging. These are: 

○ Radical novelty, 

○ Relatively fast growth, 

○ Coherence, 

○ Prominent impact, and 

○ Uncertainty and ambiguity.
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