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Context: The Union Cabinet approved the modified production linked incentive ( PLI) scheme for 
information technology (IT) hardware to boost local manufacturing of products like tablets and laptops, 
and more than doubled its budgetary outlay to ₹ 17,000 crore from the previous provision of ₹ 7,325 
crore.

Key Points
● The revised scheme may offer incentives of up to 9 per cent on the incremental sales of tablets, 

laptops, allinone personal computers, servers, and edge computing devices manufactured in the 
country to attract investment in the sector.

● The tenure of the scheme has been extended to six years from four years announced in 2021.
● Only two of the 14 firms that applied for benefits under the scheme´s earlier version could meet 

their targets in the first year.

PLI Scheme
● About: PLI scheme is an initiative that provides incentives to domestic industries to boost local 

production.
○ Through this scheme the Government aims to give companies incentives on 

incremental sales from products manufactured in domestic units.
○ PLI has been introduced to boost domestic manufacturing and cut down on import bills.

● Eligibility: A company registered in India that proposes to produce items related to the Target 
Segments there and submits an application for approval under the Scheme is an applicant for the 
purposes of the Production Linked Incentives Scheme. 

○ The applicant is permitted to run either brand-new or current production facilities to 
produce goods for the Target Segments.

● Sectors Included: Automobile and auto components, electronics and IT hardware, telecom, 
pharmaceuticals, solar modules, metals and mining, textiles and apparel, white goods, drones, 
and advanced chemistry cell batteries.

● Incentives Under the Scheme: The incentives, calculated on the basis of incremental sales, 
range from as low as 1% for the electronics and technology products to as high as 20% for the 
manufacturing of critical key starting drugs and certain drug intermediaries.

○ In some sectors such as advanced chemistry cell batteries, textile products and the 
drone industry, the incentive to be given will be calculated on the basis of sales, 
performance and local value addition done over the period of five years.
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Context:  International credit card spends by individuals when they are abroad will be 
included in the annual limit of $250,000 under the liberalised remittance scheme (LRS) of 
the Reserve Bank of India.
● RBI approval will be required for spending beyond the LRS cap.

Key Points
● The Department of Economic Affairs has scrapped Rule 7 of the Foreign Exchange 

Management (Current Account Transactions) Rules, 2000, under which such an 
exemption had been granted. 

● The new rules will extend to the transactions through such credit cards in foreign 
land by Indian travellers for the purpose of gifts, donations, medical treatment 
and even study expenses.

● The new rules are not applicable to “payments (through such credit cards) for the 
purchase of foreign goods and services” by people when they are in India.

Liberalised Remittance Scheme
● About: LRS is facility provided by RBI for all resident individuals including minors 

to freely remit up to certain amount in terms of US Dollar for current and capital 
account purposes or combination of both.

● Origin: The scheme was introduced in February 2004 and its regulations are 
provided under Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 1999.

● LRS Limit: After it was launched, the LRS limit was US $25,000, but it has been 
revised in stages consistent with prevailing macro and micro economic conditions.
○ At present, LRS limit for all resident individuals, including minors, is US 

$2,50,000 (Rs. 1.5 crore) per financial year.
● Benefits: Under LRS, individuals can make remittances for overseas education, 

travel, medical treatment, maintenance to relatives living abroad, gifting and 
donations.
○ The remitted money can be used for purchase of shares and property as 

well.
○ Individuals can also open, maintain and hold foreign currency accounts 

with overseas banks for carrying out transactions under it.



GREEN ENERGY OPEN ACCESS RULES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure)

Page 12
TIMES OF 

INDIA

Context:  The power ministry has come down hard on state tariff 
regulators for not playing by the Centre’s rules to encourage 
renewable energy supply, either by setting high tariffs or laying 
down norms that are out of line with the Electricity Act provisions.
● The issue pertains to the Electricity (Promoting Renewable 

Energy Through green Energy Open Access) Rules notified 
last year to promote consumption of renewable energy. 

Key Points
● The ministry had issued a directive on the issue to the 

Central regulator in January 2021, invoking special powers 
under the Act. 

● According to these rules, tariff for supply of renewable 
power by discoms are to be set separately. 

● The rates were to be indexed to the pooled price of 
renewable power procured by discoms from different 
suppliers, any cross subsidy and service charges to cover 
“prudent” costs incurred by discoms for supplying green 
power. 

● Only a few” states have determined the green tariffs but at 
rates higher than allowed. 

● In states where regulators have notified open access norms 
for green power, they are not aligned with the Central rules.
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Context: India’s fertilizer subsidy bill is set to overshoot the budgeted amount of 
₹1.75 trillion by ₹50,000 crore to ₹2.25 tn in the current financial year.

● In the Union budget 2023-24, the subsidy on fertilizers had been cut to 
₹1.75 trillion from the last year’s revised estimates of ₹2.25 trillion.

Fertiliser Subsidy
● About: The government pays a subsidy to fertiliser producers to allow 

farmers to buy fertilisers at below-market rates.
○ The difference between the cost of production/import of a 

fertiliser and the actual amount paid by farmers is the subsidy 
portion borne by the government.

● Nutrient Based Subsidy Scheme
○ Origin: was initiated in the year 2010. 
○ Nodal Ministry: administered by the Department of Fertilizers 

under the Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers.
○ Key feature: All Non-Urea based fertilisers are regulated under 

Nutrient Based Subsidy Scheme.
■ The MRPs of non-urea fertilisers are decontrolled or 

fixed by the companies. 
■ The Centre pays a flat per-tonne subsidy on these 

nutrients to ensure they are priced at reasonable levels.
■ Examples of non-urea fertilisers: Di-Ammonium 

Phosphate (DAP), Muriate of Potash (MOP).
● Urea Subsidy Scheme

○ About: It is part of Central Sector Scheme (CSS) of Department 
and is wholly financed by Central Government of India through 
budgetary support.

■ It also includes Imported Urea subsidy which is directed 
towards import to bridge gap between assessed demand 
and indigenous production of urea in the country.

■ It also includes freight subsidy for movement of urea 
across the country.

○ Subsidy on Urea: The Centre pays subsidy on urea to fertiliser 
manufacturers on the basis of cost of production at each plant 
and the units are required to sell the fertiliser at the 
government-set Maximum Retail Price (MRP).



KENDU LEAVES
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Context: Climate change is playing spoilsport in three states of eastern India 
where kendu (as tendu is called in the region) leaf collection season is at its 
peak. 
● Those collecting leaves from forests are being bothered by small black 

flies, which have proliferated across the area due to unusual climatic 
conditions.

Kendu Leaves
● About: Kendu leaf (Tendu Leaf, Diospyros Melanoxylon ) is a nationalized 

product like Bamboo and Sal seed.
○ Kendu Leaf is one of the most important non-wood forest 

products of Odisha.
○ Due to its unique characteristics, viz. Matching aroma with 

Tobacco, Hygroscopic nature of dry leaves to withstand crack, 
Thinness and pliability, gradual combustion, resistance to fungus 
attack etc. these valuable leaves are used for wrapping Bidis.

● Producing states: The states producing kendu leaves in India comprise 
mainly Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Gujarat, and Maharashtra.
○ Odisha is the third-largest producer of kendu leaf after Madhya 

Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.
● Recent Developments: Recently, the GST council meeting chaired by 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman turned down Odisha’s 
demand for exemption of tax on kendu leaf.
○ It has contended that 18 percent GST is adversely affecting the 

livelihood of lakhs of tribals, who are traditionally engaged in 
plucking Kendu leaves.
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Hysterectomy
● About: It is a surgical procedure to remove the uterus, and sometimes 

surrounding organs and tissues.
○ When only the uterus is removed, it is called a partial 

hysterectomy. When the uterus and cervix are removed, it is 
called a total hysterectomy.

○ When the uterus, cervix, part of the vagina, and a wide area of 
ligaments and tissues around these organs are removed, it is 
called a radical hysterectomy.

○ These procedures may be done through the vagina (with no 
incisions in the abdomen) or through an incision (cut) in the 
abdomen.

● Reasons and Causes:
○ Gynaecological problems such as white discharge, heavy bleeding 

or abdominal pain along with anaemia make these women visit 
doctors who set aside medical ethics to offer them an ‘easy’ and 
‘permanent’ solution. 

○ Early marriage, early motherhood, heavy work during pregnancy 
and the lack of menstrual hygiene are some social drivers that 
cause uterine problems. Menstrual taboo and the problems 
women face during menstruation make it easy for the healthcare 
providers to convince them for hysterectomy.

○ Poor women are often instilled with the fear of cancer to 
persuade them into having their uterus removed at a young age.

○ Malpractice stems from privatisation of the healthcare sector 
which is becoming increasingly profit-driven. The government 
lacks the political will to regulate the hospitals.

Context: Worried that poor, less-educated women, particularly in the rural 
areas, continue to be at higher risk of undergoing unnecessary and often 
unjustified hysterectomies, the Health Ministry has written to all stakeholders 
to work towards plugging “such hysterectomies performed by certain 
medical institutions”.

● Recently, Supreme Court’s instructed States and Union Territories  to 
implement health guidelines formulated by the Centre to monitor 
“unnecessary” hysterectomies within three months.

● In 2022, the Health Ministry had issued ‘Guidelines to prevent 
unnecessary hysterectomies’, and asked States to comply with them.

Hysterectomy in India
● The National Family Health Survey-4 in India provided the first nationally 

representative estimates of hysterectomy amongst women aged 15-49.
● According to the National Family Health Survey 2015-16, the median age for having 

undergone the procedure in the country is 34.
● According to the National Family Health Survey (2015-2016), that studied the 

prevalence of hysterectomy for the first time, 3.2 per cent women, between 15-49 
years had had a hysterectomy. The prevalence of the procedure among women in the 
age of 30-39 years was found to be 3.6 per cent.

● Four states show high numbers of women among 40-49 years having undergone the 
surgery. These include Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Gujarat. In Andhra 
Pradesh, up to 22 per cent women (40-49 years) reported having had a hysterectomy. 
In Gujarat, the corresponding number stood at 12.6 per cent, and in Telangana, it is 
20.1 per cent.

● The National Family Health Survey data show that the rate of hysterectomies in 
Maharashtra is 2.6%, while the national average is 3.2%.
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Context: At least 78 per cent of total districts across India were facing arid 
conditions, according to the aridity anomaly outlook index for May 11-17 
issued by India Meteorological Department (IMD).

Aridity anomaly 
● The aridity anomaly index refers to the water stress a growing plant 

suffers due to a shortage of available moisture (both rainfall and soil 
moisture). 

● An anomaly from a normal value would thus signify the water 
shortage from a long-term climatic value.

● Normal values of this index for successive weeks are worked out for 
different agroclimatic zones of the country.

● Every week the actual aridity at different places is computed from the 
weekly total rainfall and antecedent soil moisture conditions. 

● The difference between the actual aridity for the week and the 
normal aridity comes out to be the anomaly. 

● A negative or a zero value of this anomaly would imply that, as 
compared to the normal, the place had experienced less arid/drought 
conditions.

● A positive value would indicate that the place had experienced more 
arid/drought conditions than the average. 

● This positive value is classified into three categories of mild, moderate 
and severe arid conditions.

● The index monitors agricultural drought, a situation when rainfall and 
soil moisture is inadequate to support healthy crop growth till 
maturity, causing crop stress.
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Context:  The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has developed an 
artificial-intelligence-based facial recognition tool that it claims has the capability of 
running checks on subscriber databases of telecom operators to deduce whether it 
contains multiple connections associated with the same person.
● The DoT claims the tool - called Artificial Intelligence and Facial Recognition 

powered Solution for Telecom SIM Subscriber Verification (ASTR) - can 
potentially bring down cyber frauds by detecting and blocking possible 
fraudulent mobile connections.

ASTR
● In 2012, DoT had issued an order to all telecom operators that they would 

have to share their subscriber database including users’ pictures with the 
department.

● These images constitute the core database on which authorities are running 
their facial recognition algorithm using ASTR. 

● A pilot project was launched in Haryana Mewat region to test ASTR’s 
feasibility. 

● Human faces in subscribers’ images are encoded using convolutional neural 
network (CNN) models in order to account for the tilt and angle of the face, 
opaqueness and dark colour of the images.

● After that, a face comparison is carried out for each face against all faces in 
the database, and similar faces are grouped under one directory.

● Two faces are concluded to be identical by ASTR if they match to the extent of 
at least 97.5 per cent. 

● ASTR is capable of detecting all SIMs against a suspected face in less than 10 
seconds from a database of 1 crore images.



MAY 18PIB ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
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Context: The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister was apprised of signing of Project Collaboration Agreement between the Department of Health Research (DHR) 
and the World Health Organization (WHO) for promoting access to high quality affordable assistive technology mainly through fostering research, innovation, and capacity 
building.

Assistive Technology
● About: These include any item, piece of equipment, software programme or product system that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional 

capabilities of persons with disabilities. These aids could be:
○ Physical products such as wheelchairs, eyeglasses, hearing aids, prostheses, walking devices or continence pads.
○ Digital such as software and apps that support communication and time management.
○ Adaptations to the physical environment, for example, portable ramps or grab-rails.

● Objectives: Different disabilities require different assistive technologies, and these are designed to help people who have difficulty speaking, typing, writing, 
remembering, seeing, hearing, learning, or walking.

Steps have been taken for persons with disabilities
● Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016: The Act, increased the number of disabilities from 7 to 21. It made provision for reservation in higher education and 

government jobs. It mandated free education for children between 6 to 18 years. It also mandates the Government to take measures to promote health, 
education, skill development, and employment opportunities for PwDs. 

● Assistance to Disabled Persons for Purchase/Fitting of Aids and Appliances (ADIP) scheme: Under this aid and assistive devices are distributed to divyangjan to 
improve their mobility. This helps them in carrying out daily living activities independently and earn a living.

● Accessible India Campaign: It focuses on accessibility in the built-up environment, transportation system, and ICT ecosystem.

Global Efforts
● Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR): It places an obligation on member states to provide assistive technology to persons with disabilities.
● United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD): The UNCRPD in its preamble emphasizes mainstreaming disability and 

acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity and humanity.
● Priority Assistive Products List: The WHO launched the Priority Assistive Products List in 2018. These include hearing aids, wheelchairs, communication aids, 

spectacles, artificial limbs, pill organizers, memory aids and other essential items for the elderly and persons with disabilities.
● Global Report on Assistive Technology: in 2022, the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF have released the first Global Report on Assistive Technology 

(GReAT).
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Context: The brightness of BL Lacertae (BL Lac), a blazar located about 950 million light years from the Earth and discovered almost a century 
ago has been found to have reached its maxima.
● In 2021, Indian Astronomers have detected one of the strongest optical flares in one of the oldest astronomical objects that is 

supermassive black hole or blazar called BL Lacertae.
● The flaring up and its decay of the emissions from BL Lac was detected using the continuous observations made by an ensemble of 

eleven optical telescopes located in across the world. 
● One among them was the Himalayan Chandra Telescope located in Ladakh’s Hanle.

BL Lacertae blazar
● This blazar is situated 10 million light-years away from the Earth. 
● It is one among the 50 most prominent blazars that can be seen with small telescope.
● This blazar was predicted to be experiencing flares with the help of the Whole Earth Blazar Telescope (WEBT).
● It is a type of active galactic nucleus (AGN) or a galaxy which has been named after its prototype, BL Lacertae.
● They are characterized by a rapid and a large-amplitude flux variability.
● They also show significant optical polarization.
● These properties of the blazar are very similar to that of variable star.
● It comprises of spectra which is dominated by a featureless non-thermal emission continuum.

Blazars
● Blazars are the feeding supermassive black holes situated in the heart of distant galaxies. 
● The blazars receive a lot of attention due to their complicated emission mechanism. 
● They emit jets of charged particles. 
● The jets travel equally at the speed of light. 
● They are the one among the most luminous and energetic objects found in the Universe.






