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FIRE SAFETY REGULATIONS IN INDIA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Disaster Management)

Fire Safety Regulations In India

- Constitutional Provision:

○ Fire Services is a State subject.

○ It has been included as a Municipal function in the XIIth Schedule of 

the Constitution of India under Article 243 (W).

- The National Building Code (NBC) 2016 in India states on matters of 

building construction and fire safety. 

○ As per the code, fire prevention and fire protection is a subject of the 

state.

○ The key responsibility for fire protection and fire prevention lies on 

the shoulders of the State Government.

- The "Model Building By Laws 2016" circular, created by the Ministry of 

Urban Development, outlines the engineering requirements and regulatory 

framework that must be taken into consideration before beginning any 

construction project in India.

- Guidelines by National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA): In 

addition to design guidelines on maintaining a minimum amount of open 

safety space, protected exit mechanisms, designated staircases, and 

essential drills to carry out evacuations, it has also specified requirements 

for fire safety in public buildings, including hospitals, which incorporate 

elements of the NBC.
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Context: Eight persons died of suffocation after a fire broke out at Ruby Motors in 
Telangana Secunderabad.



FINANCIAL ACTION TASK FORCE (FATF)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Internal Security)

Context: The Asia-Pacific Group of the FATF, a global watchdog for terror financing and money laundering, has rated Pakistan's level of 
effectiveness as 'low' on 10 out of 11 international goals on anti-money laundering and combating the financing of terror.

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

- The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body decision-making body. 

- It was established in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris to develop policies against money laundering. 

- It is a “policy-making body” which works to generate the political will to bring about national legislative and regulatory reforms 

in money laundering. 

- It has also started dealing with virtual currencies. 

- The FATF Secretariat is located in Paris.

- FATF sets standards and promotes effective implementation of:

○ legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering.

○ The FATF works to identify national-level vulnerabilities with the aim of protecting the international financial system 

from misuse. 

- India has been a member of the FATF since 2010.

- FATF has 2 types of lists:

○ Black List: Countries knowns as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the blacklist. These 

countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist regularly, adding or 

deleting entries.

○ Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put in the 

FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist.
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SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONES (SEZ)

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: The government is considering extending 
work-from-home (WFH) to 100% of the workforce in all 
Special Economic Zones (SEZ) in order to boost services 
exports and tackle a shortage of manpower.

Special Economic Zones (SEZ)

- A special economic zone (SEZ) is an area in which the 

business and trade laws are different from the rest of the 

country. 

- SEZs are located within a country's national borders, and 

their aims include increasing trade balance, employment, 

increased investment, job creation and effective 

administration. 

- The definition of an SEZ is determined individually by each 

country. 

- India was one of the first in Asia to recognize the 

effectiveness of the Export Processing Zone (EPZ) model in 

promoting exports, with Asia's first EPZ set up in Kandla in 

1965.

- The Special Economic Zones Act was passed in 2005. The 

Act came into force along with the SEZ Rules in 2006.

- SEZs were operational in India from 2000 to 2006 (under 

the Foreign Trade Policy).

- The government began to establish SEZs in 2000 under the 

Foreign Trade Policy to redress the infrastructural and 

bureaucratic challenges that were seen to have limited the 

success of EPZs.

Centre’s new Work-from-Home rules

- The Centre  inserted a new rule -  43A (work from home) in Special Economic Zones Rules, 2006.

- Rule 43A that enables work from home is valid on employees of IT/ITeS SEZ units, those who are temporarily 

incapacitated, those travelling and for employees who are working offsite.

- The notification states that WFH may be extended to maximum 50 per cent of total employees, including contractual 

employees of the unit.

- Work from home would be allowed for a period of one year. However, that period could be extended for another 

year by the Development Commissioner (DC) of SEZs.

- In respect of SEZ units whose employees are already working from home, the notification has provided a transition 

period of 90 days to seek approval.
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NATIONAL PENSION SYSTEM (NPS)

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Justice)

Context: To bring ease of living for NPS retirees, the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has 
relaxed the requirement of submitting a separate proposal form for taking the Immediate Annuity products from proceeds of 
the National Pension Scheme (NPS).

National Pension System (NPS)
- NPS is a government-sponsored pension scheme. 
- It was launched in January 2004 for government employees. However, in 2009, it was opened for the general population. 
- The scheme allows subscribers to contribute regularly to a pension account during their working life. 
- On retirement, subscribers can withdraw a part of the corpus in a lump sum and use the remaining corpus to buy an 

annuity to secure a regular income after retirement.
- Any Indian citizen between 18 and 60 years can join NPS. The only condition is that the person must comply with know 

your customer (KYC) norms.
- An Non Resident Indian (NRI) can join NPS. However, the account will be closed if there is a change in the citizenship 

status of the NRI.
- Every NPS subscriber is issued a card with a 12-digit unique number called Permanent Retirement Account Number or 

PRAN.
- NPS offers two accounts: Tier-I and Tier-II accounts. 

○ Tier-I is a mandatory account and Tier-II is voluntary. 
○ The big difference between the two is in the withdrawal of money invested in them. 
○ The subscriber cannot withdraw the entire money from the Tier-I account till your retirement. 
○ Even on retirement, there are restrictions on withdrawal on the Tier-I account. 
○ The subscriber is free to withdraw the entire money from the Tier-II account.
○ The subscriber has  to contribute a minimum of Rs 6,000 to your Tier-I account in a financial year.

- The government will not contribute to NPS account.
- The money invested in NPS is managed by PFRDA-registered Pension Fund Managers.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Attorney General of India

- Article 76 and 78 deals with the Attorney General of India. 

- Attorney General of India is appointed by the President of India under Article 76(1) of the Constitution. 

- He must be a person qualified to be appointed as a Judge of the Supreme Court. 

- The Attorney General of India is the highest law officer of the country. 

- He is responsible to assist the government in all its legal matters.

- The constitution does not provide for fixed tenure to the AG. So, he holds office during the pleasure of the 

president. 

- He can be removed by the president at any time. 

- There is no procedure or ground mentioned in the constitution for his removal.

- The AG receives such remuneration as the president may determine. 

- The constitution has not fixed the remuneration of the AG.

- Following are the Rights of the AG:

○ In the performance of his duties, he has right of audience in all courts in the territory of India.

○ Hee has the right to speak or to take part in the proceedings of both the Houses of Parliament and their 

joint sittings, but without a right to vote.

○ He has the right to speak or to take part in the meeting of any committee of the Parliament of which he is 

named as a member, but without a right to vote.

○ He enjoys all the privileges and immunities that are available to a member of parliament.

Context: Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi is set to become Attorney-General from October 1 for a second time.
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NATIONAL LIST OF ESSENTIAL MEDICINES (NLEM)

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM)

- The National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) is a list released by the National Pharmaceuticals 

Pricing Authority (NPPA), fixing a ceiling on the prices of essential medicines so that they are affordable 

and widely available to everyone.

- In India, it was framed on the lines of the Essential Medicines List (EML) released by the World Health 

Organisation (WHO). 

- Criteria for a medicine to be included in NLEM:

○ Essentiality: In the context of NLEM, a medicine may be essential considering the population at 

large and should fit into the definition mentioned earlier.

○ Changing disease burden: The prevalent disease is considered while preparing the list.

○ Efficacy and Safety: The medicine must have "unequivocal" evidence of efficacy and wider 

acceptance based on its safety to be included in the list.

○ Cost-Effectiveness: The NLEM guidelines state that the total price of the treatment must be 

considered while including the drug in NLEM. Only unit price may not be the best benchmark 

for this.

○ Fixed Dose Combinations (FDCs): The single dose medicines are considered for inclusion in 

NLEM. FDCs are only included if they have a proven advantage concerning the therapeutic 

effect.

○ Turnover: High sales turnover alone is not considered a good benchmark for inclusion in the 

NLEM. 

- Exclusion criteria:

○ A drug is deleted from the list if it gets banned in India. Also, it is removed if reports of 

concerns about drug safety emerge.

○ "If medicine with better efficacy or favourable safety profile and better cost-effectiveness is 

now available," it is removed from NLEM.

Context: Twenty-six drugs, including the common gastrointestinal medicines ranitidine and sucralfate, 
have been excluded from the National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM), 2022.



Indian Ocean humpback dolphin
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Env & Eco)

Context:  The Maharashtra government is all set to embark on an 18-month-long study to 
assess the distribution, population size and habitat quality of coastal cetaceans, primarily the 
Indian Ocean humpback dolphin and Indo-Pacific finless porpoise.

Indian Ocean humpback dolphin

- The Indian Ocean humpback dolphin (Sousa plumbea) is a member of the Delphinidae family 

occupying coastal areas ranging from Southern Africa to Western Indochina. 

- The Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin (Sousa chinensis) was formerly included within the same 

species, but a 2014 study revealed them to be a separate species.

- The most limiting factor to habitat-usage is water depth, with most specimens remaining in 

waters shallower than 20 meters. 

- As a result, the Indian Ocean humpback dolphin offshore range is largely dependent on the 

coastlines' specific physiographic characteristics. 

- The species has been reported to inhabit nearly every type of coastal habitat, although 

preference and prominence of any given habitat type is highly dependent on the geographical 

location. 

- Indian Ocean humpback dolphins experience extremely high rates of calf and juvenile mortality 

due to anthropogenic disturbances such as environmental pollution, habitat deterioration and 

noise pollution.

- Indian Ocean humpback dolphins are social delphinids that live in groups averaging twelve 

individuals, although group size can be highly variable. 

- The majority of their diet is composed of sciaenid fishes, cephalopods, and crustaceans.

- Protection status:

○ The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) categorizes the Indian Ocean 

Humpback Dolphin as Endangered.

○ In India, Dolphins are endangered cetacean species, protected under Schedule I of the 

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

○ Indian Humpback Dolphin is listed in Appendix I of The Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
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INDIA’S HEALTH EXPENDITURE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: India’s total health expenditure went down from 3.9 percent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2013-14 to 3.2 
per cent in 2018-19, according to the latest national health estimates.
Key points

- Total health expenditure is the money spent by the government, people, private entities and external funding.
- The trend was mirrored by the Union government, whose expenditure on healthcare went down to 1.28 per cent of 

the GDP in 2018-19 from the previous year’s figure of 1.35 per cent.
- Out-of-pocket expenditure on healthcare by households — a key reason pushing Indians into poverty — has declined 

by 16 percentage points, from 64.2 percent to 48.2 percent in the same period.
- In Uttar Pradesh, out-of-pocket health expenditure accounts for 71.3 percent of the state’s total health expenditure 

(THE).
- The economic burden of healthcare in India is largely borne by households that contribute Rs 3,24,717 crore to the 

current healthcare expenditure. 
- The Union government’s share is Rs 63,256 crore, the state governments’ share is Rs 1,06,056 crore and local bodies 

contribute Rs 5,451 crore. 
- Non-governmental organisations spend Rs 8,484 crore, while external/donor funding contributes about Rs 2,493 

crore.
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Budget: 2022-23: Spending on Health

- There has been a hike of 16% on budget allocation on health compared to that in Budget 2021-22. 

- A bulk of the allocated budget on health will be transferred to the Department of Health and Family Welfare.

- About ₹3200 crores have been allocated to the Department of Health Research. 

- The issue of mental health has been addressed significantly with the announcement of the National Tele-Mental 

Health Programme.

- The National Tele-Mental Health Programme will include a network of 23 tele-mental health centres of excellence 

having National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences as the nodal centre and IIT-Bangalore providing 

technical support. 



Sept 14PIB REGISTERED UNRECOGNISED POLITICAL PARTIES (RUPP)
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Context: In continuation of the earlier action initiated on May 25, 2022 for enforcing due compliances by Registered Unrecognized Political Parties (RUPPs), the Election Commission of India 
delisted 86 non-existent RUPPs and declared additional 253 as ‘Inactive RUPPs’.
Key points

- As per statutory requirements under section 29A of the RP Act, every political party has to communicate any change in its name, head office, office bearers, address, PAN to the 
Commission without delay. 

- 86 RUPPs have been found to be non-existent either after a physical verification carried out by the respective Chief Electoral Officers of concerned States/UTs or based on report of 
undelivered letters/notices from Postal Authority sent to the registered address of concerned RUPP. 

Registered Unrecognised Political Parties (RUPP):
- Unrecognized parties are those that have recently been registered, did not receive a sufficient number of votes in the assembly or general elections to qualify as a state party, or have 

never run in an election after being registered.
- These parties do not get all the advantages given to the recognised parties.

Recognised Political Party:
- If a recognised political party satisfies specific requirements, it will either be a national party or a state party.
- A party must obtain a specific minimum percentage of valid votes cast or a specific number of seats in the state legislative assembly or the Lok Sabha during the most recent election to 

be recognised as a political party, either at the state or national level.
- The parties' eligibility for certain privileges, like as the assignment of party emblems, the allotment of time for political broadcasts on state-owned television and radio stations, and 

access to electoral rolls, is determined by the recognition the Commission grants the parties.



Sept 14DST BL LACERTAE OBJECT 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

About BL Lacertae object 
- A BL Lacertae object or BL Lac object is a type of active galactic nucleus (AGN) or a galaxy with such an AGN, named 

after its prototype, BL Lacertae.
- In contrast to other types of active galactic nuclei, BL Lacs are characterized by rapid and large-amplitude flux variability 

and significant optical polarization.
- Because of these properties, the prototype of the class (BL Lac) was originally thought to be a variable star. 
- When compared to the more luminous active nuclei (quasars) with strong emission lines, BL Lac objects have spectra 

dominated by a relatively featureless non-thermal emission continuum over the entire electromagnetic range.
- This lack of spectral lines historically hindered identification of the nature and distance of such objects.
- Some examples of BL Lac objects are BL Lacertae itself, OJ 287, AP Librae, PKS 2155-304, PKS 0521-365, Markarian 421, 

3C 371, W Comae Berenices, ON 325 and Markarian 501.
Active galactic nucleus

- An active galactic nucleus (AGN) is a compact region at the center of a galaxy that has a much-higher-than-normal 
luminosity over at least some portion of the electromagnetic spectrum with characteristics indicating that the 
luminosity is not produced by stars. 

- Such excess non-stellar emission has been observed in the radio, microwave, infrared, optical, ultra-violet, X-ray and 
gamma ray wavebands.

- A galaxy hosting an AGN is called an "active galaxy". 
- The non-stellar radiation from an AGN is theorized to result from the accretion of matter by a supermassive black hole 

at the center of its host galaxy.
- Active galactic nuclei are the most luminous persistent sources of electromagnetic radiation in the universe, and as such 

can be used as a means of discovering distant objects; their evolution as a function of cosmic time also puts constraints 
on models of the cosmos.
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