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TRANSFER OF JUDGES
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance)

Transfer of judges
- Article 222 of the Constitution provides for the transfer of High Court judges, including the Chief Justice.
- It says the President, after consultation with the Chief Justice of India, may transfer a judge from one High Court to any other High Court. 
- It also provides for a compensatory allowance to the transferred judge. 
- This means that the executive could transfer a judge, but only after consulting the Chief Justice of India. From time to time, there have 

been proposals that one-third of the composition of every High Court should have judges from other States.
Current procedure for transfers

- In the collegium system, the proposal for transferring a High Court judge, including a Chief Justice, should be initiated by the Chief Justice 
of India, “whose opinion in this regard is determinative”. 

- The consent of the judge is not required. 
- All transfers are to be made in public interest, i.e., for promoting better administration of justice throughout the country.
- For transferring a judge other than the Chief Justice, the Chief Justice of India should take the views of the Chief Justice of the court 

concerned, as well as the Chief Justice of the court to which the transfer is taking place. 
- The Chief Justice of India should also take into account the views of one or more Supreme Court judges who are in a position to offer their 

views in the process of deciding whether a proposed transfer should take place.
- In the case of transfer of a Chief Justice, only the views of one or more knowledgeable Supreme Court judges need to be taken into 

account.
- The views should all be expressed in writing, and they should be considered by the Chief Justice of India and four senior-most judges of 

the Supreme Court, which means, the full Collegium of five. 
- The recommendation is sent to the Union Law Minister who should submit the relevant papers to the Prime Minister. 
- The Prime Minister then advises the President on approving the transfer.
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Context: The Kerala High Court stayed the transfer of the Kozhikode district sessions judge, who had recently made a controversial observation 
that the sexual harassment offence would not stand when the woman was wearing “sexually provocative dresses”.



HYDERABAD LIBERATION DAY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - History)

Context: The central and state governments will hoist national flags at separate events in 
Telangana.

Hyderabad-Karnataka Liberation Day

- Hyderabad-Karnataka Liberation Day, officially known as, Kalyana-Karnataka Liberation Day 

(Vimochana Diwas is an annual festival celebrated in seven districts like Bidar district, Kalaburagi 

district, Yadgir district, Raichur district, Ballari district & Koppal district, Vijayanagara district of 

Karnataka state, India.

- It takes place on 17 September. 

- The festival celebrates the annexation of Hyderabad by India in 1948 following the Partition of India 

and rebellions in Hyderabad State.

- The erstwhile princely state of Hyderabad - which covered the modern-day Marathwada region in 

Maharashtra, the Hyderabad-Karnataka region in Karnataka, and all districts in current-day Telangana - 

became part of the Union of India on September 17, 1948.

- At the time of Partition in 1947, the wealthiest and most powerful principality, Hyderabad, where the 

Nizam, Mir Osman Ali Khan, Asaf Jah VII, a Muslim ruler who presided over a largely Hindu population, 

chose independence and hoped to maintain this with an irregular army.

- Fearing the establishment of a Communist state in Hyderabad by the rebels and the rise of Muslim 

nationalist Razakar militas, India defeated the Razakars and took the state in September 1948 

following a crippling economic blockade.

- Subsequently, the Nizam signed an instrument of accession, joining India.

- Operation Polo was the codename for the police action against the Princely State of Hyderabad in 

September 1948 by the newly Independent republic of India. 

- The operation led to massive violence on communal lines, at times perpetrated by the Indian Army.

- Since then, locals commemorate the day as a regional Independence Day. 

- In 2022, Government of Telangana decided to celebrate this day as Telangana National Integration 

Day.
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BIOFUELS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: India is planning to forge an alliance of biofuel-producing countries to counter the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).

Biofuels

- The term biofuels usually applies to liquid fuels and blending components produced from biomass 

materials called feedstocks.

- Unlike other renewable energy sources, biomass can be converted directly into liquid fuels, called 

"biofuels," to help meet transportation fuel needs. 

- The fuel derived from the biomass of plants or animal wastes is known as biofuel.

- It is commonly produced from corn, sugarcane and animal waste like cow dung.

- Since these sources are renewable unlike fossil fuels, it comes under renewable sources of energy.

- The two most common biofuels are ethanol and biodiesel. 

- The ethanol is produced by fermentation of residues of crops like corn and sugarcane. 

- The ethanol after fermentation is mixed with petroleum, which dilutes the latter and reduces the 

emissions. 

- Ethanol-10 or E10 is the most common blend in which 10 per cent composition is Ethanol.

- On the other hand, Biodiesel is produced from used cooking oil, yellow grease or animal fats. 

- During its production, cooking oil or fat is burned with alcohol in presence of a catalyst, which 

produces Biodiesel.

- The Indian government approved the “National Policy on Biofuel” in 2018 which aims at 20 percent of 

ethanal-blending and five percent of biodiesel blending by 2030.

- It also aims at promoting the production of biofuels under the “Make in India” program. The biofuels 

were also included in the excise duty exemption to promote their production.
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ADJUSTED GROSS REVENUE (AGR) 

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Context: Vodafone Idea has decided against converting the accrued interest on its deferred adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues.

Adjusted gross revenue (AGR) 
- Telecom operators are required to pay licence fee and spectrum charges in the form of ‘revenue share’ to the Centre. 
- The revenue amount used to calculate this revenue share is termed as the AGR. 
- According to the Department of Telecommunications’ (DoT), the calculations should incorporate all revenues earned by a telecom company - 

including from non-telecom sources such as deposit interests and sale of assets.
- The companies have been of the view that AGR should comprise the revenues generated from telecom services only and non-telecom 

revenues should be kept out of it.
- In 2021, the DoT introduced the concept of the applicable gross revenue (ApGR), which is arrived at by removing all the non-telecom 

revenues earned by telcos from their gross revenue (GR).
- The DoT has removed several non-telecom income items, such as those from property rents, dividends and interests, from the calculation of 

adjusted gross revenue (AGR).
- Gains from forex fluctuations, insurance claims, capital gains on account of sale of fixed assets and securities, receipts from Universal Service 

Obligation Fund, bad debts recovered, excess provisions written back, revenue from activities under the I&B licence and revenue from 
operations other than telecom activities will now be excluded from gross revenue to arrive at the ApGR.
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MARITAL RAPE IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 - Social Justice)

Marital rape in India

- In India, there are no legal provisions that define “marital rape”.

- Section 375 of the IPC defines the acts that constitute rape by a man. 

○ The provision lays down two exceptions as well. 

○ Apart from decriminalising marital rape, it mentions that medical procedures or interventions shall not constitute rape.

- Section 375 states that “sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife not being under fifteen years of age, is 

not rape”. 

- The Domestic Violence Act, 2005 hints at marital rape by any form of sexual abuse in a live-in or marriage relationship. 

○ It only provides for civil remedies. 

○ There is no way for marital rape victims in India to initiate criminal proceedings against their perpetrator.

- The IPC was implemented in India during British colonial rule in 1860. 

○ Under the first version of the rules, the marital rape exception was applicable to women over ten years of age. 

○ In 1940, this age was raised to 15. 

○ In October 2017, the Supreme Court ruled that sexual intercourse by a man with his wife, the wife not being under eighteen 

years of age, is not rape.

- Doctrine of Hale: It states that a husband cannot be guilty of rape, since “by their mutual matrimonial consent and contract the wife 

has given up herself in this kind to the husband”.

- Doctrine of Coverture: This doctrine, although not recognised by the Constitution, holds that a woman loses her identity and legal 

rights with marriage, is violative of her fundamental rights.

Context: The Supreme Court sought a response from the government on appeals to criminalise marital rape.
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AN-32 AIRCRAFT

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci & Tech)

AN-32 aircraft

- The AN-32 prototype took its maiden flight in July 1976. A Russian aircraft, it is considered to be 

one of the most reliable machines the IAF has in its inventory.

- The AN-32 weighs around 16,800 kg and its maximum take-off weight is 27,000 kg. 

- They can fly at a maximum speed of 530 kmph.

- The aircraft can either transport 6.7 tonnes of cargo or up to fifty passengers, but is primarily 

used to ferry cargo, especially for mountainous and desert regions.

- It also has an emergency beacon locator, which usually gets activated if there is a crash. 

- The twin-engine aircraft has the ability to take off and land from small airstrips, and is designed to 

be used in both civilian and military situations.

- According to aircraft manufacturer Antonov, the aircraft is fitted with modern cargo handling 

devices.

- It has a cargo door with a ramp at the rear section of the fuselage. The ramp can be shifted under 

the fuselage for quick loading and unloading.

- The aircraft flight navigation system and radio communication equipment enables performance of 

flights under adverse weather conditions, during the day and night, for local and international air 

routes.

- Nearly 100 AN-32s are in service with the IAF. 

- The aircraft can fly for up to four hours without refuelling and can also operate in all weather 

conditions.

- There are 10 variants of the AN-32: An-32A, An-32B, An-32B-100, An-32B-110, An-32B-120, 

An-32B-300, An-32LL, An-32MP, An-32P firekiller and An-32B-200.

Context: The Indian Air Force (IAF) is looking to fly an AN-32 transport aircraft modified to operate on 10% 
blended biodiesel for 200 flight hours in the next six months.



KAZAKHSTAN’S CAPITAL: ASTANA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)

Context: Kazakhstan’s parliament renamed the Central Asian nation’s capital from NurSultan to Astana.

Astana

- The city became the capital in 1997. 

- It was renamed Astana the following year. 

- Nursultan Nazarbayev, Kazakhstan’s president at the time, wanted the capital to be located closer to the geographical centre of the vast nation. 

- In 2019, when Nazarbayev resigned after 3 decades in power, his successor Kassym-Jomart Tokayev renamed Astana to Nur-Sultan in honour of the 

ex-leader. 

Kazakhstan

● Kazakhstan, officially the Republic of Kazakhstan, is a transcontinental landlocked country located mainly in Central Asia and partly in Eastern Europe.

● It borders Russia to the north and west, China to the east, Kyrgyzstan to the southeast, Uzbekistan to the south, and Turkmenistan to the southwest.

● Its capital is Astana, known as Nur-Sultan from 2019 to 2022. 

● Almaty, Kazakhstan's largest city, was the country's capital until 1997. 

● Kazakhstan is the world's largest landlocked country, the world's largest Muslim-majority country by land area (and the northernmost), and the 

ninth-largest country in the world overall. 
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OZONE LAYER DEPLETION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)

Context: Forest fires in Australia continued from June 2019 to March 2020, and released over 1 million tonnes of smoke that 
reached to the stratosphere and affected the ozone layer.
Key points

- The smoke plumes formed several vortices, the largest of which maintained a coherent and isolated structure for over 
two months and was eventually detected at altitudes of up to 36 km.

- The smoke plumes rose to such great heights because of black carbon, which absorbs solar heat and rises into the 
lower stratosphere like a hot-air balloon. 

- The ozone layer sits in the stratosphere, located between 10 km and 50 km above Earth's surface, and absorbs 
harmful ultraviolet radiation from the sun.

- Research has linked a decrease in ozone levels to an uptick in the incidence of skin cancer and cataracts in humans.
World Ozone Day

- World Ozone Day, also known as the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, is observed annually 
on September 16 to bring attention to the ozone layer and the dangers of ozone depletion. 

Ozone layer
- The ozone layer is the part of the Earth's atmosphere which contains relatively high concentrations of ozone gas, 

which is an inorganic molecule with the chemical formula O3. 
- Ozone is a pale blue gas with a pungent (chlorine-like) smell. 
- Though relatively high, the concentration in this layer is still small in comparison to other gases in the stratosphere.
- The Ozone layer absorbs most of the ultraviolet radiation reaching the earth from the sun. 
- Ozone Layer in the atmosphere is thicker over the poles than over the equator.
- When the sun's rays split oxygen molecules into single atoms, Ozone is created in the atmosphere. 

- These single atoms combine with nearby oxygen to form a three-oxygen molecule - Ozone.
- Ozone can both protect and harm the Earth - it all depends on where it resides. 

- For instance, if Ozone is present in the stratosphere of the atmosphere, it will act as a shield. 
- However, if it is in the troposphere (about 10 km from the Earth's surface), Ozone is harmful. 
- It is a pollutant that can cause damage to lung tissues and plants. Hence, an upset in the ozone balance can 

have serious consequences.

Sept 17
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Ozone Layer depletion
- Chemicals containing chlorine and bromine atoms are 

released in the atmosphere through human activities. 
- These chemicals combine with certain weather 

conditions to cause reactions in the Ozone Layer, 
leading to ozone molecules getting destroyed. 

- Depletion of the Ozone Layer occurs globally, but 
the severe depletion of the Ozone Layer over the 
Antarctic is often referred to as the 'Ozone Hole'. 

- Increased depletion has recently started occurring 
over the Arctic as well.

Montreal Protocol on Ozone Layer depletion

- The Montreal Protocol, finalized in 1987, is a global 

agreement to protect the stratospheric ozone layer by 

phasing out the production and consumption of 

ozone-depleting substances (ODS). 



Sept 17PIB SCO TOURISM AND CULTURAL CAPITAL
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Art & Culture)

Context:  The city of Varanasi has been nominated as the first-ever SCO Tourism and Cultural Capital during the period 2022-2023 at the 22nd Meeting of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) Council of Heads of State in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.
Key points

- The nomination of Varanasi as the first ever SCO Tourism and Cultural Capital will promote tourism, cultural and humanitarian exchanges between India and the SCO 
member Countries.

- It also underlines India’s ancient civilizational links with Member States of SCO, especially the Central Asian Republics.
- Under the framework of this major cultural outreach program, a number of events will be hosted in Varanasi during 2022-23, for which guests will be invited to 

participate from SCO Member States. 
- These events are expected to attract Indologists, scholars, authors, musicians and artists, photojournalists, travel bloggers and other invited guests.

SCO Tourism and Cultural Capital
- The regulations for nomination of the SCO Tourism and Cultural Capital were adopted at the Dushanbe SCO Summit in 2021 with an objective of promoting cooperation 

between the SCO Member States in the field of culture and tourism.
- Every year, a city having cultural heritage from the member country that takes over the rotating Presidency of the organization will be bestowed with the title. 
- The title will help in promoting the cultural values of the city and add to values- economic, social, and more. 
- People-to-people cooperation is an important area under the SCO framework and member states are very proactive and positive and implemented a large number of 

cooperation in cultures. 



CLIMATE TIPPING POINTS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 - Geography)

Context: Multiple climate tipping points could be triggered if global temperature rises beyond 1.5°C above pre-industrial 
levels.
Key points

- The world is already at risk of passing five dangerous climate tipping points, and risks increase with each tenth of a 
degree of further warming.

- Five of the sixteen may be triggered at today’s temperatures: the Greenland and West Antarctic ice sheets, 
widespread abrupt permafrost thaw, the collapse of convection in the Labrador Sea, and massive die-off of tropical 
coral reefs. 

- Four of these move from possible events to likely at 1.5°C global warming, with five more becoming possible around 
this level of heating.

Tipping points in the climate system
- In climate science, a tipping point is a critical threshold that, when crossed, leads to large and often irreversible 

changes in the climate system.
- If tipping points are crossed, they are likely to have severe impacts on human society.
- The sixth report from the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), released in 2021, 

defines a tipping point as a "critical threshold beyond which a system reorganizes, often abruptly and/or irreversibly".
- It can be brought about by a small disturbance causing a disproportionately large change in the system. One set of 

definitions of "tipping points" also requires self-reinforcing feedbacks, which could lead to changes in the climate 
system irreversible on a human timescale.

- For any particular climate component, the shift from one state to a new stable state may take many decades or 
centuries.

- In ecosystems and in social systems, a tipping point can trigger a regime shift, a major systems reorganisation into a 
new stable state.

- The 2019 IPCC Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate defines a tipping point as: "A level 
of change in system properties beyond which a system reorganises, often in a non-linear manner, and does not return 
to the initial state even if the drivers of the change are abated. For the climate system, the term refers to a critical 
threshold at which global or regional climate changes from one stable state to another stable state."
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