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Khelo India: Perfect present, bright future

erecently
concluded the
Khelo India Games
with resounding

success. While the magninude of
the mission bas gromm
exponentiall, the government has
been adding new facets o the
Khelo Iniz campaign in tems of
both technical and demographic
diversity. Change is constant and if
resulis are any yardstick, we are

o the right irack.

The el Indlia mision has
been ihe cornersione of Prime
Mindster Xarendm Modi's visin of
amation couing with energy. India
5.2 young country: 65% of the

Sports & arguably
bring everyone together.
Sports niow provides 2 serios
caree apiion i our youth. We
uniderstand that every athlae has
acareer span. While achieving
excellence is their primary gal,
we s the gvernment must
meciprocate. Khelo India medal
winners, who can potenially ga
on to win lurels for the couniry,
deserve 3 tension-free exisence.
Ina recent natification, the
povernment has decided to
proside jabs to those who meet
the necessary criferia.

Alfew firsts

In this cycle af the Khela Inda
Games, we bad a few firsts.
Primartly aimed at spreadding the
poad ward an sports and bonsting
capacity-buikding in all the States
o stage sporting events af
impartance, the Youth Games
were held in the south for the fre
time. Tamil Nachu's mlt-city
approach was a sucress with fans
baving free and esy access to
venmues, Similary, for the first
time, the Linversity Games were
stage] acoss seven north-esstern
States, with Assam hesting 16
differens sports. The Northeast has
given India same of ts top boers
and backey and fathall players. It
i in the firess of things that
Mizoram hosted menr's oathall
and Sikkim, borig, The
government is ot anly promoing
Obymyic disciplines, but 2l

q

Amragsingh
Thiakur

i Uniah Wit of
Youth Affain and
Sgarla and
Infarmaten and
Benadkaiting,
Cermnmmimt of inda

Ientifving and

purturiieg Gilent

s a challenging
Lask and one
et dlrives the
Khedoy nclia
HE

giving adequate attention o
Incdigenons sports ke Yogasana,
Gatka, Mallakhamba, $ilambam
and Kabiripagatu, The

rticipatian in these sports has
et verwhelming.

1t's e the povernment s
endeavour 1o offer every State the
opactunity to stage a majr
sparts event. Enabling Ladakh i
stage a portion of the Khelo India
Winser Games for the first fime in
Fehnary isa casein point. iwas
heartenmg to se Ladakh excel in
e bockey and ice skating,
alongside the Army and the Indo
Thetan Barder Police teams. The
confickence in hosting a naticaal
event of importance will anly
miake the States and LT

The Khelo Indfia mission bas
been a salid keaming process. At
the heart of this mission are the
athietes, cnaches, and ather
support stalf. Athletes selected to
represent India in ntermational
competioes must ol focis on
their grals and nothing else.

It s incumbent upon 15 1o
prenicke the right emvironment and
epcmysiem tomake the athletes
shine. Sparts administration & all
about setting transparent and
SUTgENt processes and executing
them with some fexibiliy. 1t
important to produce asystem
which promotes ese of (ving and
s ot give amety tnathlses.
The goernment continues io
yearm for that perfect system.

Sports always works ona
cause-andeffect husks. The
consistent intermatianal success of
spartspersons in the Khelo Inda
ecmysiem i53 fesment o the
BOvETITIENt s success in sticking to
the right Giuses. For example, the
creatin and upgradation of sparts
nfrastructure was a priarity. More
than 300 sports infrastructure

Developmental Fanel for training.
At present, chse to 2,800 athlees
in 21 sports disciplines fincluding
para sperts) bave been chisen
Khieka India athletes afier beng
selected from various rational
dhampioeships, open selection
irals, assesment camps, and
from the Khelo India Games.

Glorious moments

The: Khelo India mission has
comiributed significanly to India's
gharions momenis in intemationl
events including the Ohympics,
World Championships, Asian
Games, and Cammemwealth
Games. Since 2068, bath the
participation of khelo India
athletes and their refurms from
‘ghabal events hane shown an
upniard irajecory. In 2002, 495
Kheba Indi athletes wan 312
meddals, with chase to &2% of
athletes returning with 2 medal, In
8, 92 ahletes won 2 medls.

Severall portspersans have
taken up conching & a career, Cur
system beasts of iop coaches wha
heep producing results. In
December 202, many of them
were promated i
high-performance coaches in the
Sparts Authority of India training
centres and the National Centres
of Excellence.

In keeping with the Olympic
dharter, we have given equal
impetus to wamen. The ratia of
men versus women athleges in the
four Eheln India Games this
seasom wats almist 50:50, The
Asmita Khelo Irsdia Women's
League features I7 disciplines, It
hits b a1 g success, Mare
thian 62,000 women aihletes have
participated in more than 520
mpetitions in 2 sparts
disciplines. W aim to aappart the
Natinonal Sparts Federations and

projects bave been approvedin 4
States/UT ata cost of more than
3,000} crare.

Idenifying talent and murturing
them s a challenging task and e
that drives the Khelo India
mivement. For the selection of
gemuine talent, the government
s a twoier structure consisting
of 2 Seruing Committes anda

the Staie governments in conduct
Fhieka Incla Women's League
fotarnaments for many age groups.
Develapment s abways a work

in peogress. In about seven years,
the government has been able io
spread the Khelo Ind foogprint.
Ir's in the heart and saul of every
Inediaan whia weants bo dream kg in
sports. Andwe have only begun.

KHELO INDIA INITIATIVE

Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Gov Initiatives

Context: The recently concluded Khelo India Games achieved resounding success, with
the government expanding the mission's scope exponentially and incorporating new
facets to enhance technical and demographic diversity.

Khelo India Initiative

* About: It introduced by the Indian government in 2017, aimed at rejuvenating India’s
sporting culture by involving youngsters at the grassroots level.
Focus: One of the key focuses of the Khelo India initiative was the development of
better sporting infrastructure and academies throughout the nation, catering to
various sports.
Establishment: The initiative led to the establishment of annual national sports
competitions including the Khelo India Youth Games (KIYG), Khelo India University
Games (KIUG), and Khelo India Winter Games (KIWG), providing a platform for young
athletes to showcase their talents.
Evolution: The Khelo India initiative began with the Khelo India School Games in 2018,
later evolving to include Khelo India University Games and Khelo India Winter Games.
Expansion of Sports and Participation: Initially starting with 18 sports in 2018, the
Khelo India Youth Games expanded to 26 sports by 2024, offering a diverse range of
opportunities for young athletes to compete and excel.
Inclusivity and Age Categories: Competitions within the Khelo India Youth Games are
structured across Under-17 and Under-21 categories for both boys and girls,
promoting inclusivity and participation at different age levels.
Khelo India Centres initiative: It focuses on bolstering the sports infrastructure in
India. It provides financial aid, support staff, and necessary equipment to existing
sports training facilities.




INDIAN | SABARMATI ASHRAM
EXPRESS Syllabus GS Paper 1 — History)

In Sabarmati Ashram redevelopment plan, stress on Gandhlan ethos

ac 7 < Apart from the Dandi March, he also cy. a parking area. a water harvesting Maintaining ethos, simplicity
LEENAMISRA cordi 3= P S wAE launched the Champaran Satyagraha o e o S St o s When the project was announced in
AHMEDABA ARCH 12 ing Ser "d udic riday = - - = > (1917). the Ahmedabad mills strike and ac [ workshop area, and a grand 2021, concerns were raised that it would
¢ 4 Kheda Satyagraha( 1918), the Khadi rove- e laza. turn the Ashram into a “Gandhi theme
ON TUESDAY, the S4th anniversary of the = y y ment (1918). the Rowlatt Act and Khilafat sting buildings will tellthe storyof  park™. The Gujarat government had assured
Dandi March that began from the les x 3.V - = » Movements (1919). and the Non-Coope-  theashram, host exhibitions and gallerieson  the Ashram trustees at the time that there
Sabarmati Ashram, Prime Minister ave sta - 1 5 >N 2 rion e nt (10 WSS Ting bexe ) | E—aichics Wi s Rotiel e Shaciach, GESEibE | seiald Betin Ssaiika fearonss (xnresmsners
Narendra Modi performed Ashram Bhoomi he n as » = his movements and yarras, and have infor
Vandana, a symbolic laying of the founda- i = ing o g3 las, d ~ )< el o= Redevelopment project mation about his daily routine, important ce|
tion stone, and w led the masterplan of /alla atel™ ., ar S rdi (Ter - - y = S The redevelopment and restoration plan Vents ife. IS engage il = ation wi r Gar ldl ian instatu
the Rs 1.200- e Gandhi Ashram ). will be ress d. and three build- » is based on a 1949 satellite image of the  chi v re wil ions. em| sis implicity. oneof the
Memorial and Precinct Development ings are proposed to be rebuilt. S ashram. and a 200-page concept note pre- ise nd cherished,
Project. Modi also inaugurated the redevel- 2 E . - pared by the SAPMT based on g P Sivculde shatniatiie s et o fecs
oped Kocharab ashram in Ahmedabad. Importance of Gandhi Ashram S S 3 theashram’sdocumentedac- [ 4 dW-4IN1=38)] women leaders. On he should be charged either from visitors. or
Gandhi set up two settlements in South 3 counts, brochures. and “a buildings will house charkhas fromresident research scholars. The note also
Masterplan Africa. where he lived from 1893 to |9 14, s =2 = study of the visitors’ books of HERITAGE and khadi production centres.  said that “no red carpet” should be laid out
The masterplan. prepared by e - - = = last ten years to understand Atleast 261 of the263 residents  for VVIP visitors to the Ashram. a source said.
-based s X what people want from this space™.asource  of theashram IpRermises: called ashrarmwasis The Gujarat rnment has said that
Planning and Management Pyt Lid. aims to e = PM Narendra Modi at the Sabarmati associated with the project said. = st care aken to retain [th
store, cons Ashram on Tuesday. P17 s N mair o el -
CEPT Universsity. wrote in the book Gandhi’s _ itors” <s = ent vi s Ashram Road. one of Ahmedabad'sold-  ioning it wi
Places: An Architectural Documentation. inc C alai commerci. ries, will be closed fror mind the sacrosanct
Gandhi set up the first ashram in  wrote. Thus, in 1917. he founded the ¢ 3 - / s gins e Ashram’s original ar
Ahmedabad in Kocharab in 1915 It was an Sabarmati Ashram. The Sabarmati Ashram sident N T !\. i ela (1< S). ar - ida e areas are now i3 = and essence.” Th
“already built space. rented for use by the s seen as the most important in Gandhi’s er US Pres ro sides e s would be taken fo v
ashram and was therefore not according to ife and work Itwas a space that Gandhi de- sy el te thesnaen plan. the rede-  spac ety e sitivity and re- o the fact that the
Memorial Trust (SAPMT). The new memo-  Gandhi's own ideas of how such a place  signed himself, and built using local mate-  veloped memorial and precincts will have = D 12l S aleratre T AShrana s eoase e grres beyoud the ilca of
rial will be spread over 55 acres.andtheen-  should be designed and built™. Chhaya  rial He spent the most time here. a new orientation centre. a scholars’ resi-  will be opened to g mere physical space™. it has said.

Context: Recently, commemorating the 94th anniversary of the Dandi March originating from the Sabarmati Ashram, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
conducted the 'Ashram Bhoomi Vandana', symbolically laying the foundation stone.

Sabarmati Ashram

* About: It also known as Gandhi Ashram, is situated in the Sabarmati suburb of Ahmedabad, Gujarat, adjacent to Ashram Road, alongside the
banks of the River Sabarmati, approximately 4 miles (6.4 km) from the town hall.
Twelve-Year Stay with Kasturba Gandhi and Followers: Gandhi, along with his wife Kasturba Gandhi and followers like Vinoba Bhave, lived in
Sabarmati and Wardha for a cumulative period of twelve years, fostering principles of truth and non-violence.
Significance of Dandi March: Gandhi initiated the historic Dandi March, also known as Salt Satyagraha, from Sabarmati Ashram on 12 March 1930,
a pivotal event in India's struggle for independence, leading to the establishment of the Ashram as a national monument.
Establishment of Gandhi's First Ashram in India: Gandhi's inaugural Ashram in India was established in the Kochrab area of Ahmedabad on 25
May 1915, marking a significant milestone in his journey of activism and social reform.

Masterplan for the Sabarmati Ashram

*  About: The proposed masterplan aims to restore, conserve, and rebuild approximately half of the 63 structures originally present in the Sabarmati
Ashram, spanning 120 acres of land along the Sabarmati River.
Prepared by: Ahmedabad-based HCP Design, Planning and Management Pvt Ltd (HCPDPM), under the guidance of Bimal Patel, the masterplan
seeks to revitalize the historical significance of the ashram.
Focus on Historical Preservation: Out of the 63 original structures, the plan prioritizes the restoration of 36 buildings, aiming to preserve the
cultural and historical heritage associated with the ashram.
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India remains world's largest arms importer, France overtakes
Russia in global sales, finds SIPRI

Context: India continues to be the world’s top arms
importer, according to a new report by the
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI).

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute

(SIPRI)

* About: It is an independent international
institute dedicated to research into conflict,
armaments, arms control and disarmament.

* Established in: 1966

* Vision: SIPRI envisions a world where sources of
insecurity are recognized, conflicts are
preempted or resolved, and peace is enduring.

* Provision of Data and Analysis: SIPRI provides
data, analysis, and recommendations sourced
from open channels, offering valuable insights
into global security trends.

* Target Audience: SIPRI's research serves
policymakers, researchers, media, and the
general public, contributing to informed
decision-making and public discourse.

..Ad.

SIPRI REPORT ON ARMS IMPORT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Security)

Key Point of Report

India's Arms Imports: Despite the "Make in India" initiative, aimed at

promoting India as a global manufacturing hub, the country's arms
imports increased by 4.7 percent between 2014-2018 and 2019-
2023.

Leading Position: India secures the top rank globally, importing 9.8

percent of arms, showcasing its substantial reliance on foreign
military equipment.
Regional Comparison: Following India, Saudi Arabia stands second

with 8.4 percent arms import, indicating significant defense
procurement in the region.
Qatar's Import Rate: Qatar holds the third position, importing 7.8

percent of arms, reflecting its investment in defense capabilities.
Russia Remains India's Main Arms Supplier: According to the SIPRI

report, Russia retained its status as India's main arms supplier,
accounting for 36 percent of its arms imports.
Shift in India's Arms Import Patterns: The period from 2014 to 2018

marked the first five-year stretch in 50 years where deliveries from
Russia or the former Soviet Union comprised less than half of India's
arms imports.

French Arms Exports to India: The increase in French arms exports

was primarily driven by deliveries of combat aircraft to India, Qatar,
and Egypt, including 36 Rafale fighter jets customized for the Indian
Air Force.

Expansion of Indian-French Arms Deal: India is in negotiations for the
procurement of 26 Rafale Marine jets for the Navy's aircraft carrier
INS Vikrant, with the contract likely to be signed soon after France
submitted a bid in December 2023.
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Assam set to redraw

Pobitora boundaries

Utpal Parashar

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: The Assam govern-
ment has established a commit-
tee to redraw the boundary of
the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary,
which has one of the highest
concentrations of one-horned
rhinos in the world, a day after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
visiting the Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve on
March 9,

The state cabinet on Sunday
decided to withdraw the notifi-
cation on the sanctuary. The
decision wasn’'t made public,
but the state government men-
tioned it in an affidavit filed in
the Supreme Court in connec-
tion with a petition filed by envi-
ronmental activist Rohit Choud-
hury regarding non-declaration
of eco-sensitive zones around
the sanctuary in violation of an
apex court order of December
2018. HT has seen the minutes
of the cabinet meeting regard-
ing the issue, which was sub-
mitted in the Supreme Court,
The matter will come up for
hearing on Wednesday.

As per the minutes of the cab-

s

o ek

Pobitora wildlife Santuary has
the largest number of one-
horned rhinos in the world. Hr

inet meeting, the 1998 notifica-
tion included government land
in the wildlife sanctuary with-
out settling rights of “deprived
and marginalized sections of
society” who were residing in
three villages “even before Inde-
pendence”. “The cabinet held
the view that in light of the facts
and circumstances in the matter
leading to the issue of final noti-
fication of PWS on March 17,
1998, the said notification
declaring PWS should be with-
drawn,” the minutes of the
meeting said.

“The cabinet at the same time
also observed that it is impor-
tant to declare Pobitora area as
a wildlife sanctuary in view of
the large number of rhino popu-
lation,” it added.

POBITORA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Env and Eco)

Context: The Assam government has established a committee to redraw
the boundary of the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary.

Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary

About: It is a wildlife sanctuary on the southern bank of the

Brahmaputra in Morigaon district in Assam, India

Location: Situated in the Guwahati, it stands as a beacon of successful

conservation efforts, particularly in protecting the habitat of the
Rhino.
Rich Biodiversity: Comprising the Rajamayong Reserve Forest and

Pobitora Reserve Forest, it shelters diverse wildlife such as Leopard,
Capped Langur, Porcupine, Pangolin, among others.

Global Significance: Renowned for its high concentration of one-
horned rhinos worldwide, it covers an area of 38.81 sq km and was
officially declared a sanctuary by the Assam forest department in
1998.

Population Census: Recent census data from 2022 indicates a thriving
population of 107 rhinos, affirming its status as the world's highest
density habitat for this species.

Conservation Contribution: Pobitora plays a crucial role in
conservation efforts, acting as a source population for initiatives like
the Indian Rhinoceros Vision 2020 (IRV), with eight rhinos
translocated from here to Manas National Park.

-
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BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Economy)

Proposals worth over 340 Crore screened seeking testing facilities in government
laboratories across sectors from Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)

Context: Recently, the Government of India launched a scheme through the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) aimed at
upgrading and fortifying the laboratory network across the country.

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
* About: "It is the National Standards Body of India responsible for the harmonious development of standardization, marking,
and quality certification activities for goods, along with related matters."
Establishment: Under the BIS Act 2016
Headquarters: New Delhi and its 05
Regional Offices: Kolkata (Eastern), Chennai (Southern), Mumbai (Western), Chandigarh (Northern) and Delhi (Central).
Composition of BIS: The BIS comprises 25 members from various sectors such as Central or State Governments, industry,
scientific and research institutions, and consumer groups.
o The Minister heading the administrative department of the BIS serves as its ex-officio President.
Functions of BIS
Representation on International Forum: BIS represents India in global standardization bodies like ISO, IEC, and WSSN.
Formulating and Promoting Standards: BIS plays a vital role in formulating, recognizing, and promoting Indian
Standards, aiding industries in enhancing product and service quality.
Certifying Products: BIS assesses products to ensure compliance with specified standards or regulatory requirements.
Standards for Foreign Manufacturers: BIS offers certification for foreign manufacturers, enabling them to mark their
products with the BIS Standard Mark.
Penalties for Violation: BIS takes action against firms failing to meet Indian standards.
Consumer Awareness: BIS conducts programs to educate consumers about ISI-marked item standards and their misuse.




NUCLEAR WASTE
THE HINDU ’ (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci and Tech)

How is nuclear waste generated? Context: Recently, India loaded the core of its long-delayed Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR)
e e T ——————E——— vessel, bringing the country to the cusp of stage Il powered by uranium and plutonium — of its
three-stage nuclear programme.

Nuclear Waste
About: It is a byproduct from nuclear reactors, fuel processing plants, hospitals and research
facilities.
Fission Reaction: In a fission reactor, atoms of certain elements undergo bombardment by
neutrons, causing them to destabilize and break up, yielding energy and different nuclei.
Debris Formation: Example: Uranium-235 nucleus absorbs a neutron, leading to fission
producing barium-144, krypton-89, and neutrons. Debris elements that can't undergo further
fission become nuclear waste.
Fuel as Source: Spent fuel from reactors contains radioactive fission products and elements
produced during uranium conversion, contributing to nuclear waste.
Radioactivity and Storage: Nuclear waste is highly radioactive and requires secure storage
facilities to prevent environmental contamination or leakage.
Managing Spent Fuel: The primary challenge in handling nuclear waste lies in managing spent
: = SRR fuel.
e o Spent fuel is both hot and radioactive, necessitating underwater storage for several
decades.

India's Approach to Nuclear Waste Management
* Presence of Reprocessing Plants: According to a 2015 report by the International Panel on Fissile Materials (IPFM), India operates reprocessing
plants in Trombay, Tarapur, and Kalpakkam.
Trombay Facility Operations: The Trombay facility reprocesses 50 tonnes of heavy metal per year (tHM/y) from spent fuel of two research
reactors.
o It aims to produce plutonium for stage Il reactors and nuclear weapons.
Tarapur Reprocessing Plants: Tarapur houses two reprocessing plants, one handling 100 tHM/y of fuel from certain pressurized heavy water
reactors (stage ).
o The second Tarapur facility, commissioned in 2011, has a similar capacity of 100 tHM/y.
Kalpakkam's Role: The reprocessing facility in Kalpakkam processes 100 tHM/y of nuclear waste.
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Google restricts
Gemini on queries
related to polls

Joins poll panel to
offer easy access to
voting information

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, March 12
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that news publishers can use to
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Google's Support for Shakti
About: Google is bolstering its fact-checking efforts in India through support for Shakti, the India Election Fact-Checking Collective.
Shakti's Mission: It comprises a consortium of news publishers and fact-checkers aimed at early detection of online misinformation,

including deepfakes.

GEMINI
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Sci and Tech)

Context: Ahead of the Lok Sabha elections, Google recently announced restrictions on responses for certain
types of election-related queries on its generative Al platform Gemini, aiming to combat misinformation and
assist users in identifying Al-generated content through various tools and policies.

Google Gemini
* About: Gemini is an Al model that cannot be accessed directly. Rather, it acts as a base that Google and,
ultimately, other developers can use to build products on top of.
Built by: Gemini was built from the ground up to be multimodal, which means it can operate across and
combine different types of information, including text, audio, image, code, and video.
It can recognise images, speak in real-time, and even solve physics with remarkable ingenuity.
Gemini 1.0 comprises 3 Models: Ultra, Pro, and Nano.
o Gemini Ultra: It is Google’s most powerful LLM ever and is aimed at enterprise applications that
will run it for “highly complex tasks.
Gemini Pro: It is the most general-purposed of the three and has already been plugged into Bard
for prompts that require advanced reasoning, planning, and understanding.
Gemini Nano: It described as the most efficient model for on-device tasks, has been baked into the
Pixel 8 Pro to process tasks like information summarisation and Smart Reply.
Tensor Processing Units: Gemini 1.0 on its Al-optimised infrastructure using its in-house designed Tensor
Processing Units (TPUs) v4 and v5e.
Concerns: Job displacement in certain sectors and Amplification of misinformation or unintended
consequences.

(@)

Creating a Shared Repository: Shakti's objective includes establishing a shared repository for news publishers to collectively combat the
challenges posed by large-scale disinformation.
Google's Tools to Combat Misinformation: Google has already implemented tools and policies to assist users in identifying Al-generated

content.




NCPCR’S FOUNDATION DAY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights celebrates its 19th Foundation
Day

Context: The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) celebrated its 19th Foundation Day In New Delhi.

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights

About: The Commission envisages a rights-based perspective, which flows into national policies and programmes, including defined responses

at the state, district and block levels, taking into account the specifics and strengths of each region.

Statutory body: set up in March 2007 under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005.

Ministry: It is under the administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child Development.

Composition: a chairperson and six members of which at least two should be women.

Appointment: All of them are appointed by the Central Government for three years.

Tenure: The maximum age to serve in commission is 65 years for Chairman and 60 years for members.

Commission's mandate: to ensure that all laws, policies, programmes, and administrative mechanisms are in consonance with the child rights

perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of India and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Definition of Child: The Child is defined as a person in the 0 to 18 years age group.

Power: It inquires into complaints relating to a child's right to free and compulsory education under the Right to Education Act, 2009.

Function:
Examine and review: The safeguards provided by or under any law for the time being in force for the protection of child rights and
recommend measures for their effective implementation.
Report: Present to be central government, annually and at such other intervals, as the commission may deem fit, reports upon working of
those safeguards.
Children right: Examine all factors that inhibit the enjoyment of rights of children affected by terrorism, communal violence, riots, natural
disaster, domestic violence, HIV/AIDS, trafficking, maltreatment, torture and exploitation, pornography and prostitution and recommend
appropriate remedial measures.
Children special care: Look into the matters relating to the children in need of special care and protection including children in distress,
marginalized and disadvantaged children, children in conflict with law, juveniles’ children without family and children of prisoners and
recommend appropriate remedial measures.
Research: Undertake and promote research in the field of child rights.
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Panel proposes law to curb
anti-competitive practices

Aditi Agrawal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Committeeon
Digital Competition Law, consti-

tuted by the Union ministry of

corporate affairs, has proposed a
legislation to curb anti-competi-
tive business practices used by
tech giants such as Amazon,
Google and Facebook, After the
panel submitted its comprehen-
sivereportand adraft legislation
on Tuesday night, the ministry
sought public comments on the
same until April 15,

In the draft bill, the committee
proposed that for certain “core
digital services™ such as search
engines, web browsersand soctal
networkingsites, the Competition
Commission of India (CCT) should
designate companies as “System:
atically Significant Digital Enter-
prise (SSDE)" depending on either
quantitative or qualitative factors
such as turnover, size, user base,
and market power.

The designated SSDE will be
prohibited from engaging in
practices such as self-preferenc-
ing, anti-steering, and restricting
third party applications, among
others, for the identified services
and ifthey do, they can attracta
penalty of up to 10% of their

THE GOVT HAS
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PROPOSALTILL
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global turnover.

The panel recommendations
come amidst greater scrutiny of
business practices of tech giants
in India and abroad. Few days
ago, Google and a clutch of
Indianapp developers had a pub-
lic spat over what the latter
called were anticompetitive
practices used by Google on its
Google Play Store.

The DCL panel was born out
of a recommendation by the Par-
liamentary Committee on
Finance led by Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) lawmaker Jayant
Sinha that recommended that
competitive behaviour of inter-
net based/digital companies
needs to be assessed before the
markets are monopolised by a
handful of players. This is called
ex-ante regulation where the law
defines what conduct is illegal
versus the regulator adjudicating
whether certain acts are illegal
after they have been committed
(ex-post regulation).

Following the recommenda-
tionsof the parliamentary panel,
the ministry of corporate affairs
constituted the CDL committee
in February last year, headed by
corporate affairs secretary Dr
Manoj Govil, which was tasked
with examining the need for an
ex-ante regulatory mechanism
for digital markets through a
separate legislation, and to sub-
mit a draft Digital Competition
Bill within three months,

In the report, the CDL panel
mentioned the Digital India Act,
“alegislation which s purported
to be the successor to the Infor-
mation Technology Act, 2000,
“The Committee observed that
since the draft of the proposed
legislation is currently unavaila-
ble, the exact contours of its
applicability cannot be delineated
yet," the report said,

I his two presentations on the
principles of the DIA in March
and May 2023, minister of state
for electronics and information
technology Rajeev Chandrase-
khar had said that an open inter-
net should have fair trade prac-
tices" that prevent “concentration
of market power and gatekeep-
ing", amongst other things, but
gave nodetails of how that would
be donethrough the DIA,

DIGITAL COMPETITION LAW
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

Context: The Committee on Digital Competition Law, formed by the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs last February, released its report recently, recommending
legislation to regulate the market power of Big Tech firms like Google and Meta.

Digital Competition Law

Formation: Constituted to study the necessity of digital competition law and
propose competition norms.

Headed by: The Secretary of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA).
Composition: Comprises 16 members including union secretaries, legal
experts, and industry stakeholders.

Support: The Competition Commission of India (CCl) will provide secretarial,
research, and logistic assistance to the panel.

Aim: To foster competition, innovation, and safeguard consumer interests in
India's burgeoning digital economy, projected to reach 51 trillion by 2025-26.
Functions: Review the adequacy of the Competition Act, 2002, and its rules in
addressing challenges posed by the digital economy.

The Competition Act 2002

About: It establishes regulations to ensure fair competition within business
sectors, fostering innovation and efficiency.

Prohibition of Government Interference: The act prohibits undue government
intervention in business operations, safeguarding against arbitrary
interference that could stifle competition.

Replacing Outdated Legislation: It replaced the Monopolies & Restrictive
Trade Practices Act of 1969, modernizing regulatory frameworks to suit
contemporary market dynamics.
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REFRIGERANTS & ENV. REGULATION
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Env and Eco)

Fighting warming: when gases are contraband centext: A California man is facing criminal

ALIND CHAUHAN
MEW DELHI MARCH 12

A CALIFORNIA man is facing criminal charges
for smuggling, not drugs or weapons, but
greenhouse gases (GHGs). These gases, some
of which are used in cooling appliances such
as airconditioners and refrigerators, trap heat
in the atmosphere and add to global warming.

Tara McGrath, the US Attorney for the
Southern District of California. said: “This is
the first time the Department of Justice is
prosecuting someone forillegally importing
greenhouse gases, and it will not be the last.
We are using every means possible to pro-
tect our planet from harm..”

The accusation

Michael Hart, 58, allegedly bought can-
isters of two types of banned refrigerants or
coolants used in obsolete airconditioners and

refrigerators in Mexico, and brought them to
the US in his car, concealed under tarpaulin
sheets and tools. He then sold the refriger-
ants online at marketplaces such as OfferUp
and Facebook Marketplace,

According to his indictment, Hart smug-
gled or illegally sold dozens of canisters of
the refrigerants in mid-to-late
2022, and claimed that he
could import 15-20 “tanks” a
week, Reuters reported

Banned refrigerants

The refrigerants in question are hydroflu-
orocarbons (HFCs)and a form of hydrochlo-
rofluorocarbons (HCFCs ), known as HCFC 22.
HFCs and HCFCs became mainstream after
emerging as an altemnative to chlorofluoro-
carbons (CFCs) in the 1990s.

For long. CFCs were the go-to refrigerants
for ACs and fridges. In the 1980s, however, it
was confirmed thatincreased levels of CFCs in

CLIMATE

the atmosphere were responsible for abnor-
mally low ozone concentrations above Ant-
arctica, resulting in the so—called ozone hole.
Refrigerants are released into the abmos-
phere by damaged appliances or car ACs.
Ninety percent of refrigerant emissions are es—
timated to occurwhen equipment reach their
end of life and are improperly
disposed of,

Montreal Protocol

In 1987, almost 200 coun-
tries signed the Montreal
Protocol, agreeing to freeze the production
and consumption of ozone-depleting sub-
stances, including CFCs, at then current rates.
Countries were to phase out CFCs by 1996, and
HCFCs by 2030. HCFCs were used only as an
“interim” solution to CFCs because they were
less harmful to the ozone layer.

As a result, HFCs which, unlike CFCs and
HCFCs, have zero ozone-depleting potential

(ODP), gradually became the most promi-
nent refrigerant.

But scientists soon realised that like CFCs
and HCFCs, HFCs too are powerful green-
house gases. In 2016, more than 150 coun-
tries signed the Kigali Amendment to the
Montreal Protocol, agreeing to reduce con-
sumption of HFCs by 80% by 2047. If success-
ful, the amendment could avoid more than
0.4 degree Celsius of global warming by 2100.

US law on HCFCs, HFCs

The Montreal Protocol was implemented
in the US in 1990 by an addition to the Clean
Air Act, which identified HCFC 22 as a regu-
lated ozone depleting substance. Since 2020,
the US has banned the import of HCFC 22 for
any purpose other than in a process which
results in its transformation or destruction.
Starting January 1,2022, regulated HFCs can-
not be imported into the US in bulk without
permission.

charges in a San Diego court for smuggling,

not illegal drugs or weapons, but

greenhouse gases (GHGs).

* A person purportedly bought canisters
of banned refrigerants in Mexico.

Refrigerants: A working fluid used in the refrigeration cycle of air conditioning systems and heat pumps

Banned Refrigerants

* Introduction of HFCs and HCFCs: HFCs and a variant of HCFCs, known as HCFC 22, replaced CFCs in the 1990s as the primary refrigerants.

* Environmental Impact of CFCs: CFCs, once widely used, were found to deplete ozone, leading to concerns about the ozone layer's integrity.

* Ozone Depletion: Research in 1985 linked CFC emissions to the depletion of ozone, notably observed as an "ozone hole" above Antarctica.

* Emission Sources: Refrigerant emissions primarily occur through damaged appliances or improper disposal, with an estimated 90% released
during end-of-life equipment disposal.

Montreal Protocol

* About: It is gradually eliminating the production and consumption of ozone depleting substances to limit their damage to the earth's ozone layer.
o In 1987, nearly 200 countries ratified the Montreal Protocol, committing to halt the production and consumption of ozone-depleting

substances such as CFCs at their current levels.

* Phasing out CFCs and HCFCs: Countries agreed to phase out CFCs by 1996 and HCFCs by 2030 under the Montreal Protocol.
o HCFCs were considered an interim solution due to their lesser harm to the ozone layer compared to CFCs.

* Rise of HFCs: With the phase-out of CFCs and HCFCs, HFCs emerged as the primary refrigerant choice due to their zero ozone-depleting potential

(ODP). However, it was later recognized that HFCs also contribute significantly to global warming as potent greenhouse gases.

Kigali Agreement:

* The Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol is an international agreement to gradually reduce the consumption and production
of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).

* |tis alegally binding agreement designed to create rights and obligations in international law.

* As of October 3, 2023, 155 states, including the European Union & India have ratified the Kigali Amendment.
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