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(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Economy)
PMLA adiudicw 'ing authority upholds Context: The PMLA Adjudicating Authority recently upheld the Enforcement

Directorate's attachment of approximately Rs 752 crore worth assets

assetsa ﬁchme"tofcong-heldAjL belonging to the Congress-promoted National Herald newspaper and

ED Can Now Take Possession Of Properties Worth %750Cr,|ncluding Herald Hous associated companies in a money laundering case.

Times News Nerwork by E 3 T
( 2 )

TIMES OF |ND|/! | PMLA 2002

: 'E ‘" Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002
ke Tamans o e . IR : ” | Bmne - * About: The Act was enacted in a 2002 response to India’s global

| ——— il ommitment (including the Vienna Convention) to combat the menace of
quired by a main accused, is - i ) a .

Cort e Cogres | cenredonthe . _ ' money laundering.

presidents Sonia Gandhi ant ‘takeover' of AIL, -t . I

i s | ol e - ff'w;" L =+ Objective: The statement of objects and reasons of the PMLA Bill of 1999

b di il . . c . 9 .
gyl e e, oot refers to various international conventions and instruments dealing

Rs 50 lakh and several others in Lucknow and Mumbai

T ———— Cepensoe - primarily with money laundering related to crimes involving drugs and

ther uthpieces.

% narcotics.

crime” — ED's d

el S e o United Nations Convention Against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and

p situated in Delhi, handsof YoungIndian.

e L Psychotropic Substances, 1988.
Punishment (Section 4) o The Basle Statement of Principles, 1989.

Rigorous imprisonment for a minimum * Provisions of the Act:
of 3 years, extendable up to 7 years. o Section 3 of the Act defines the offence of money laundering as any

attempt, assistance, or involvement in activities related to the
proceeds of crime, projecting them as untainted property.

Proceeds of Crime: Refers to any property obtained directly or
indirectly as a result of criminal activity related to a Scheduled
198.5: _ Offence, such as: Indian Penal Code, Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic
Punishment may extend to rigorous Substances Act, Prevention of Corruption Act.

imprisonment for up to 10 years. Actions _Against _Persons Involved in Money Laundering:
Seizure/Freezing of Property and Records, Attachment of Property.

Fine may also be imposed.
Note: For offences related to Narcotic
Drugs & Psychotropic Substances Act,
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Atime standard for Moon’s surface: whatis tand why s it needed?

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI APRIL10

THEWHITE House hascirecied NASA m -
ateatimestandard forthe Moon, whichin-
termational com-

forwarld fme.

UTCistracked by aweighted averageof
more than400 atomic clocks placed around
the globe. Atomic clocks measure time in
tems ofthe resnant frequencies - the
natural frequency of an object where it
tends tovibrateat ahi

paniescanusetomordinateacivitieson the
Junar surface. The space agency has been
asked toworkwithother parts ofthe United
States government to finalse by the end of
026ithe strategytoestablisha Corcinated

atoms suchascaesium: 33,
Inatomictime, asecondisdefined as the

period in which a cagsium atom vibrates

9192,631770 times. As the vibration raes

meridian, ithas to add.

Sowhy dowe need a time standard for
theMoon?

Time flowsdifferently onthe Moon, and
cannotbe determined using LTC.

*Afundamental aspectof naturein the
universe i that fime is not absolute. That
seems crazy tous on Earth as our experi-
enceof time s thatit just constantly ticks:
Dy, But if you travelled to the Moon, your

Lunar Time (LTC), according to Reuters,
which firstreported abaut the project.

First, how does the time standard for
Earthwork?

Most clocks and time zones are hased
on Coordinated Universal Time (UTC),
whichisset by the International Bureau of
Weights and Measures in Paris. UTCs es-
sentiallyan internationally agreed standard

atwhich b energy are highly
stableand ultra acourae, atomic locks are
excellentfor gauging the passage of time.

Toabtain theirlocal ime, couniries su-
tractor add acertain number of hours to
UTC, depending on how many time 20nes
anay from the 0 degree longitude merid-
ian = alsoknown s the Greenvich merid-
ian = theyare. Ifa country s tothe west of
the Greemwich meridian, it hasto subtract
from UTC, if a country i to the east of the

dock lightly fester_ This
is a consequence of |Albert] Einstein’s
Theary of General Relativity which tells us
that gravity bendsspaceand ime. As there
is less gravity on the Moon, time ticks
slightly faster there relative to.the Earth,”
Catherine Heymans, Astranomer Royalfor
Scatland and a professorof astrophysics at
thellniversityof Edinburgh, told The ndian
Expressby email

Thus onthe Moon, an Earth-hased cock

will appear talose on average 58.7 mi-
croseconds per Earth day with “additional
periodicvariations”, according to the mema
issued by the White House Offceof Science
and Technology Policy. This may seem like
atiny discrepancy, butitisenoughtocreate
problems for spacecraft rying todack on
the Moon,transfer of dataataspecifictime,
Navigation, and communicatiors.
Currently, each lunar mission usesits
o timescale thati inked to UTC. ‘Take
the example of two spacecraft, NASA's
Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) and

writer and author of the Moon Manday
newslette, told The Indian Express,

‘Whil this canwork fora handulofin-
dependent lunar missions, there may be
problemswithmultple spacecraftworking
togetheratthe same time = asifuation that
willsoon becomereality Several couniries,
incuding Incia, have hunar missions lined
up. NASA's Artemis program aims to send
humans back to the Moan after September
2026, and China and India intend to send
theirownastronautstothe lunarsurface by
2030and 2040 respectively.A bong-term hu-

[SRO's Chandrayaan- - whichorhit
the Moon inroughly similar polar orbits
with some overlap. To enstre they do not
collide - the probability ofthisis ow, butit
can happen ~ the two mission control

2 outposttoo, i planned on the Moan

clocks ticking at the Maon's natural pace
woukd have to be puton the lunar surface,
the output fromwhichwould be combined
by an algorithm to generate a more aceu-
ratevirtual timepiece,

“These clocks have to be placed atdif-
ferent locations since the Moon's otation
andeven local lumps of mass, called mas-
cons, heneath the crustofthe Moon affect
the flow of time slightly," Mehta said.
Mascons or mass concentrations are so
densethat theyalterthe Moon'slocal grav-
ity field. The output from these clocks can
e synthesised to give the Moo its own
time, which can be tied back to UTC for

Howwillthe lunar
established?
The specifics are not clear yet. A White

[EQMS LalK, 3]

standard as needed, based! ondifferences
inthe way they calculate the orbits and
time,etc."Jatan Mehta, aspaceexploration

Houseoffical told Reuters that ke onEarth,
atomic clocks could be deployed on the
Moon. Arepart by theiournal Nature pub-
Jished last year said atleast three atomic

eamless o !
Evenon Earth, atomic cocks tickatif-
ferent ates hecause the Earth's rotational
speedvaries fromthe equator tothe poles,
‘which als affects ime. The Earth rotates
fasterat theequator thanatthe pales as it
iswider at the equator

Why Establish a Time Standard for the Moon?

* Diverse

Time

Experience:

Time

behaves

differently on the Moon compared to Earth due
to the effects of gravity, as per Einstein's Theory
of General Relativity.
Relativity Impact: Gravity's influence causes time

to flow slightly faster on the Moon than on Earth,
leading to a need for a specific time standard.
Incompatibility with UTC:

The

Universal

Coordinated Time (UTC) used on Earth cannot
accurately measure time on the Moon due to this
relativistic difference.

STANDARD TIME FOR MOON
(Syllabus GS Paper 1 — Geography)

Context: The US White House recently instructed NASA to
develop a standardized time system for the Moon, facilitating
coordination among international bodies and private enterprises
operating on its surface.

Earth’s time Standard Work

Coordinated Universal Time (UTC): Most clocks and time
zones worldwide are based on Coordinated Universal Time
(UTC), established by the International Bureau of Weights
and Measures in Paris, France.

Atomic Clocks: UTC is maintained through a weighted
average of over 400 atomic clocks globally. These clocks
measure time based on the resonant frequencies of atoms
like cesium-133.

Definition of a Second: In atomic time, a second is defined as
the duration in which a cesium atom vibrates 9,192,631,770
times. Atomic clocks provide highly stable and precise
measurements of time.

Local Time Calculation: Countries determine their local time
by adjusting UTC based on their position relative to the
prime meridian (0 degrees longitude), also known as the
Greenwich meridian.

Time Zone Differences: Countries to the west of the
Greenwich meridian subtract hours from UTC, while those to
the east add hours. This adjustment accounts for the Earth's
rotation and the division of its surface into time zones.




PIB , CLEAN ECONOMY INVESTOR FORUM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 —IR)

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) to organise Clean
Economy Investor Forum in Singapore

Context: Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) to organise Clean Economy Investor Forum in Singapore.

Clean Economy Investor Forum (CEIF)

* About: It is an initiative established within the framework of the IPEF.

* Investor Convergence: It convenes the top investors from the region, fostering collaboration and dialogue.

* Aim: The primary objective of the Forum is to channel investments towards sustainable infrastructure, climate
technology, and renewable energy projects.

* Annual Event: The IPEF plans to organize the CEIF annually, with the inaugural event scheduled for June 2024 in
Singapore.

* Managed by: Invest India, India’s National Investment Promotion Agency, the forum holds significance for India’s clean
economy endeavors.

* Opportunities for India: The CEIF offers Indian industries avenues for engagement through specialized tracks like the
Climate Tech Track and the Infrastructure Track.

INDO-PACIFIC ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK (IPEF)

* History: The IPEF was launched by United States (US) in Tokyo at the QUAD summit on May 23, 2022.

* Aim: The framework intends to “advance resilience, sustainability, inclusiveness, economic growth, fairness, and
competitiveness” in these economies.

* 14 partners: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, United States and Vietnam.

* The IPEF comprises four pillars of cooperation namely: Trade, Supply Chain, Clean Economy and Fair Economy.

T e o SRS .




INDIAN ABORTION LAWS
EXPRESS N (Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Indian Society)

WHY REVIVAL OF 1864 ABORTIONLAW  Context: The Supreme Court of Arizona in the United States delivered a landmark

COULD RESONATE BEYOND ARIZONA S;‘f[ijonr reviving a long-dormant law from 1864 that bans nearly all abortions in the

Court has put its ruling on hold for 14
ARJUNSENGUPTA days, with another 45-day delay set to

NEW DELHI, APRIL10 take place in the law’'s administration Revival of a CiViI War_era IaW in USA

due to a 2022 state court order barring

THE Supr Court of Ar inthelUni- thei diat for t of pre- “ e p . . .0 R
ipdSatson Tuesdaydefveredabanimark.  statehood abortionbens. | R Historical Roots: Dating back to the American Civil War (1861-65), a law prohibits

oo ot o . Polarising abortion debate individuals from providing, supplying, or administering substances to induce
Eouldbepumi et Syearsinprison. ot poising ssuan he L. The de- miscarriage in pregnant women, unless it's to save her life.

Until now, Arizona allowed abortion  bate is firmly set along party lines = pro-

through 15 weeks of preenancy. e Republicans oppee womens et © Historical Context: Enacted before Arizona's statehood (1912) and the advent of

o terminate thy i ¢, whil - o b .
Revival of a Civil War-eralaw  chejce Democeats ot dirieht o women's suffrage in the state (effectively 1914), this law's enforcement was
Any | h fides, li i I 's bodil t ; and o g
or adminlsters to a pregnanc woman..  agncy halted by a Tucson court shortly after the landmark 1973 Roe v Wade decision.
with intent thereby to procure the mis- Since the Roe v Wade decision was

cammiage of suchwoman, unlessitisnec-  overturned by a majority Republican-ap-

essary tosave her life", can be prosecuted  pointed US Supreme Court, 14 other . . !

under the law dating back tothe time of ~ states — governed by the Republicans Abortlon Law in India

the American Civil War [ 1861-65]. have banned nearly all abortions. In total, . R .

Effectively, the lawimposesabanon 21 Us states have banned or restricied — © Background: In the 1960s, the Union government constituted the Shantilal Shah
abortion from the moment of conception,  abortion earlier in pregnancy than pre-

exceptinsituations whereitis necessary  Roe v Wade. Committee to prepare a draft for the legalisation of abortion in India.

o save the mother's life. It does not make As the November presidential elec-

exceptions for rape orincest anddoesnar — tiondrawscloser the lrestrulingmighe o Epactment of MTP Act: In 1971, the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act

distinguish between medication-based  leave animpact in Arizona, an important

and surgical abortions. swingstate, and beyond. was enacted to reduce maternal mortality due to unsafe abortions.

The enforcement of the law, enacted With the conflict in Gaza continuing

decades efore Arizona'sstatehiood | 1912). 1o batter Democratic President Jo: o Gestation Limit: The MTP Act set an upper limit of the gestation period to which

or theintroductionof women's suffragein ~ Biden's standing among a significant sec-

the state (effectively 1914), wasblocked by tion of his constituents, the party will a woman can Seek a medica| abortion to 20 Weeks.

a court in Tucson shortly after the US  hope to galvanise its voters on the abor-

Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v Wode deci-  tionissue = with rulings such as theone ° Qualified Practitioners: Abortion iS tO be performed Only by dOCtorS Wlth

sion, which guaranteed women the consti- — in Arizona providing crucial fodder.
tutional right to abortion. In a major departure from their artic- SpeCialisation in gynaecology or ObStetriCS.

When Roe v Wade was overtumedin -~ ulated position, however, Arizona
2022, Arizona's then attorney general,  Republicans have also criticised the rul- A ° H \ n g
Repablican Mark Brnovich, staceechully g “Icaogoricatly eject ol hack the Section 312 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC): A person who "voluntarily causes a
appealed to a state judge to undo the  clock to a time when slavery was still le-

Tucson injunction. The state Courtof gal” Matt Gress,a Republican state rep- woman with child to miscarry" will be jailed for up to 3 years or fined or both.

A Is ag, ded the law, b { ive, said i . . . . .

Afvond’ Supreme Courthes,na 42 FormerresdenbonaldTump e © Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 2021: The Act extends the
verdict, now allowed for its enforcement,  Republican presidential candidate, said o e . o . gqe
ruling that there is nofederal orstatelaw  on Monday that abortion laws should be perm|SS|b|e termination Of pregnancy from 20 Weeks to 24 WeekS, prOVIdIng

preventing the administrationof anear-  left to the states. He has previously at-

total abortion ban. tempted to avoid the ssue, warning that women with a longer gestation period for making this choice.

It is still unclear when this law will it could lead to Republican losses.
came nto effect. The Arizona Supreme (WITHASENCHINPUTE) Y W TR e——




PIB SHAKTI FESTIVAL
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 — Art and culture)

Sangeet Natak Akademi to organize ‘Shakti - Festival of Music and Dance’ at
seven different Shaktipeeths in the country from 9th to 17th April

Context: To rejuvenate the Temple Traditions in the country Sangeet Natak Akademi, under the series of Kala Pravah, is organizing the
festival under the title ‘Shakti a festival of music and dance’ during the holy Navaratri.

Shakti Festival
* About: To rejuvenate the Temple Traditions in the country Sangeet Natak Akademi, under the series of Kala Pravah, is organizing the
festival under the title ‘Shakti a festival of music and dance’.
o The Akademi will organize the festival celebrating temple traditions under the title Shakti at seven different Shaktipeeths from
9th to 17th April 2024, in different parts of the country.
* Organized by: Sangeet Natak Akademi, Ministry of Culture.
» 7 Sakthipeeths
o Kamakhya Temple - Assam
Mahalakshmi Temple - Maharashtra
Jwalamukhi Temple - Himachal Pradesh
Tripura Sundari - Tripura
Ambaji Temple - Gujarat
Jai Durga Shaktipeeth - Jharkhand
Maa Harsidhi Temple - Madhya Pradesh

Sangeet Natak Akademi

* About: The national level academy for performing arts set up by the Government of India.
Origin: It was set up by the Indian education ministry on 31 May 1952 and became functional the following year, with the
appointment of its first chairman, Dr. P. V. Rajamannar.
Awards: The Akademi Ratna and Akademi Puraskar represent the pinnacle of achievement in the performing arts at a national level.
Excellence Standard: They symbolize the highest standard of excellence attained within the realm of performing arts.
Chairman Appointment: By the President of India for a term of five years.
Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Culture.
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[IM-A among world’s top 25
for management studies; JNU
ranked India’s top university

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Indian Institute of
Management (IIM), Ahme-
dabad is among the top 25
institutions globally for bu-
siness and management
studies, while the IIMs in
Bangalore and Calcutta are
among the top 50, accord-
ing to the QS World Univer-
sity Rankings by Subject,
announced on Wednesday.

Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity is the highest-
ranked university in India
in the coveted rankings an-
nounced by Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS), the Lon-
don-based higher educa-
tion analytics firm. The un-
iversity is ranked at 20th
position globally for deve-
lopment studies.

The Saveetha Institute

Context:

Recently,

E=——="7]]

2
= Hehal

The JNU campus in New Delhi.

of Medical and Technical
Sciences in Chennai is at
24th position globally for
dentistry studies.

QS CEO Jessica Turner
said, “One of the biggest
challenges faced by India is
educational providing
high-quality tertiary edu-
cation in the face of ex-
ploding demand: this
much was recognised by
2020’s NEP (National Edu-

cation Policy), which set
the ambitious target of a
50% gross enrolment ratio
by 2035. It should, there-
fore, provide some reassu-
rance that the number of
Indian programmes featur-
ing across our 55 subject
rankings and five broad fa-
culty areas has increased
this year - from 355 to
454"

In a broader Asian re-
gional context, India se-
cured the second spot in
terms of the number of un-
iversities featured (69),
trailing only China (101),
and holds the fourth posi-
tion in the total number of
ranked entries (454) after
China (1,041), Japan (510)
and South Korea (499).

India ranks fifth region-
ally for the number of top
200 entries.

[IM-Ahmedabad

secured its position among the top 25
institutions worldwide for business and

management

Bangalore and

studies,

while both
[IM-Calcutta have also

M-

achieved placement within the top 50, as
per the QS World University Rankings by

Subject.

QUACQUARELLI SYMONDS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Social Issues)

Key Points of Ranking
* India’s University Ranking: Jawaharlal Nehru University is the highest-ranked
university in India according to QS rankings.
o JNU secures the 20th position globally.
o Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences
achieves the 24th position globally for dentistry studies.
o India's Remarkable Progress: India demonstrates significant progress in
the QS World University Rankings by Subject.
* Strong Research Capability Evident: A 20% improvement in the Citations per
Paper indicator reflects India's strong research capability.
o QS identifies India as one of the world's most rapidly expanding
research centers.
* Impressive Output: India's research output surges by an impressive 54% from
2017 to 2022.

in Chennai

QS Quacquarelli Symonds

* About: It is a prominent global provider of services, analytics, and insight to
the higher education sector worldwide.

* Focus: On delivering valuable support and resources to the global higher
education community.
Mission: To empower individuals from all over the world to achieve their full
potential by facilitating educational success, promoting international mobility,
and aiding in career development.
10 indicators: Academic reputation, faculty student ratio, international
relation network, international faculty, students, and outbound exchange
students etc.




FSDR ON SDGS
DTE (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Economy)

Trillions more need to be invested if SDGs are to be rescued:
UN report

Context: A new report (FSDR 2024) by the world body has recently emphasized that trillions of dollars are needed to achieve the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which were agreed upon by all United Nations members back in 2015, by the year 2030.

Key Findings of Financing for Sustainable Development Report
* Debt service is projected to reach $40 billion annually from 2023 to 2025 in the least developed countries (LDC), surpassing the
$26 billion mark set in 2022.

The poorest countries allocate 12 per cent of their revenues towards interest payments, a fourfold increase compared to a
decade ago.
In approximately 40 per cent of the world's nations, governments allocate more funds towards interest payments than crucial
sectors like education or health.
If existing trajectories persist, the UN forecasts that nearly 600 million individuals will endure extreme poverty beyond 2030,
with a significant proportion being women.

XN \"
Sustainable Development Goals *‘% %g'ésgfggﬁgrl‘ﬁ ALS

About: It is the universal call to action to end poverty, protect the

planet, and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity.

Adopted by: United Nations in 2015

Vision: To achieve a better and more sustainable future for all.

The 17 SDGs came into force with effect from 1st January 2016 as a part

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

India's Commitment: India, as a signatory nation, pledged to pursue and

accomplish these goals within the framework of the 2030 Agenda.

India’s Ranking in SDGs:112 Among 166 Countries for Performance in : Hosiion, 17 aeiois d
2023. & ¢ DEVELOPMENT

SDGs are not legally binding.




BUSINESS KALA AZAR
STANDRD (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Sci and Tech)

India achieves target to eliminate visceral leishmaniasis

"Kala-Azar'

Context: India has achieved its target to eliminate visceral leishmaniasis, commonly known as kala-azar, according to data from the
National Centre for Vector Borne Diseases Control (NCVBDC).

Kala Azar
About: Visceral leishmaniasis (VL), also known as kala-azar or "black fever", is the most severe form of leishmaniasis and, without
proper diagnosis and treatment, is associated with high fatality( 95%).
Caused by: Leishmaniasis is a disease caused by protozoan parasites of the genus Leishmania.
Symptoms: Include fever, weight loss, fatigue, anaemia, and substantial swelling of the liver and spleen.
Treatment: Kala-azar Drugs available in India
Global status: VL is the second-largest parasitic killer in the world (after malaria), responsible for an estimated 20,000 to 30,000
deaths each year worldwide.

India’s Status: India aims to sustain its momentum over the next three years to receive WHO certification.

o Endemic: Kala-azar is endemic in India, mainly in four states Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.

Indian government initiatives
* National Kala-azar Elimination programme: To improve the health status of vulnerable groups and at-risk population living in
o Target: To reduce the annual incidence of Kala-azar to less than one per 10,000 populations at block PHC level. (Achieved
successfully)

The National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme (NVBDCP): An umbrella programme for the prevention and control of
vector-borne diseases, including Visceral leishmaniasis, known as kala-azar (KA) in India.
ASHA worker: The ASHA network plays a role in ensuring PKDL patients complete their treatment, which involves a 12-week course
of the drug Miltefosine.
Global level initiatives: WHO's new roadmap for 2021-2030 aims to address neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) by preventing,
controlling, eliminating, and eradicating a set of 20 diseases categorized as neglected tropical diseases.




INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Internal security)

India’'s nominee Jagjit Pavadia re-elected to
Inmntermational Narcotics Control Board

Context: India’s Jagjit Pavadia was re-elected for a third term for five years from March 2025-2030 to the
International Narcotics Control Board.

International Narcotics Control Board
 About: It was established in 1968 to monitor the implementation of UN international drug control
conventions.
Historical Background: Created by merging the Permanent Central Narcotics Board and the Drug
Supervisory Body, the INCB traces its roots back to the 1925 International Opium Convention and the 1931
Convention for Limiting the Manufacture and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs.
Membership Structure: Comprising 13 members elected by the Economic and Social Council, the INCB
members serve in their personal capacity, not as government representatives.
Three members with medical, pharmacological, or pharmaceutical expertise are nominated by the World
Health Organization, while the remaining ten members are nominated by governments.
Functions
o The INCB collaborates with governments to ensure adequate drug supplies for medical and scientific
purposes, while preventing the diversion of drugs from licit sources to illicit channels.
Additionally, it monitors governments' control over chemicals used in illicit drug manufacture and
aids in preventing their diversion into illicit trafficking.
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Allowing curative ple

how Supreme Court
pushes the envelope

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, APRIL10

SETTING ASIDE the 2017 arbitral
award that required the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
to pay nearly Rs 8000 crore to
Anil Ambani-owned
Reliance Infrastructure,
the Supreme Court has
expanded the scope of
its“extraordinary pow-
ers” to intervene be-
yond constitutionally
prescribed processes.
A curative writ petition, that
the Supreme Court has invoked
in reviving the 2019 Delhi High
Court judgment that partially set
aside the Delhi Metro arbitration
award, is a sparingly used judi-
cial innovation to correct a

EXPLAINED
[ ]

“grave miscarriage of justice”.
Constitutionally, a final ruling of
the Supreme Court can only be
questioned in a review petition,
that, too, on narrow procedural
grounds.
In 2002, in Rupa Hurra v
AshokHurra, the SC allowed cur-
ative writs as the last re-
sortto correct judgments
that are “oppressive to ju-
dicial conscience and
would cause perpetua-
tion of irremediable in-
Justice.”
However, exercising curative
Jurisdiction in acommercial case
pushes the envelope and raises
questions on the finality of a
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

EXPLAINED

CURATIVE PETITION

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

1 Curative Petition
y

About: A curative petition represents the final and ultimate recourse available to
individuals seeking justice, as guaranteed by the Constitution of India.
o It becomes applicable once a review plea against a final conviction has been
rejected.
Background: The concept of the curative petition originated from a legal case in 2002,
known as Rupa Ashok Hurra Vs. Ashok Hurra, which raised the question of whether an
aggrieved person has any recourse after the dismissal of a review petition in the
Supreme Court.
Objective: The primary aim of a curative petition is to ensure that there is no
miscarriage of justice and to prevent any potential abuse of the legal process.
Article 137 of the Indian Constitution: It provides significant support for the concept of
a curative petition.
o Article 137 empowers the Supreme Court of India with the authority to review
any judgment it has pronounced or order it has made.
SC's Review Power: This review power applies specifically when the matter pertains to
the laws and rules established under Article 145 of the Indian Constitution.

Context: In a landmark move,

the Supreme Court has

expanded legal recourse by Interference by the Supreme Court in Curative Petition

permitting curative writs, * Grounds for Interference: The interference by the Supreme Court is based on two
emphasizing their role as a final primary grounds.

avenue to rectify judgments o Interpretation of Termination Clause: The first ground revolves around the

interpretation of the termination clause in the contract.
o Ostensible Ignorance of Material Evidence: The second ground pertains to the
ostensible ignorance of material evidence.

deemed "oppressive to judicial
conscience"
perpetuating
injustice.

and capable of

irreparable
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