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Page 12THE HINDU ILO’S REPORT ON FORCED LABOUR
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 – Social Justice)

Context: Recently, a study released by the International Labour Organization (ILO) in Geneva
revealed that forced labor generates illegal profits worth $36 billion per year.

Highlights of Report
• Significant Increase in Illegal Profits: Illegal profits from forced labor have surged by 37%

since 2014, propelled by a rise in coerced labor and higher profits from victim exploitation.
• Profit Dynamics and Geographic Distribution: The report reveals that traffickers are now

generating close to $10,000 per victim, with Europe and Central Asia leading in annual illegal
profits, followed by Asia and the Pacific, the Americas, Africa, and the Arab States.

• Alarming Statistics: The report highlights that on any given day in 2021, 27.6 million people
were subjected to forced labor, witnessing an increase of 2.7 million individuals between
2016 and 2021.

• Profit Distribution by Sector: Forced commercial sexual exploitation constitutes 73% of total
illegal profits, while industries like manufacturing and services follow closely, highlighting the
diverse sectors contributing to this nefarious economy.

International Labour Organisation (ILO)
• About: The International Labour Organization (ILO) is the United Nations agency for the world

of work.
• Mandate: Its mandate is to advance social and economic justice through setting international

labour standards.
• Motto: ILO’smandate as the basis for peace is expressed today as Decent Work for all.
• Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.
• Parent organization: Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.
• Members: The ILO has 187 member states: 186 out of 193 UN member states plus the Cook

Islands.
• Structure: It is the only tripartite U.N. agency that brings together governments, employers

and workers’ representatives of 187-member States.
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WATER CRISIS IN BENGALURU
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Env and Eco)

Context: An acute drinking water crisis in Bengaluru has been creating international headlines for the
past few days.

Water Crisis in Bengaluru
• Unplanned Urbanization: Haphazard urban growth has contaminated groundwater with industrial

chemicals and sewage, exacerbating the crisis.
• Inadequate Monsoon: Subpar rainfall in 2023 coupled with dependence on groundwater has

intensified water stress.
• Concretization and Reduced Green Cover: Rapid urbanization has decreased permeable surfaces,

hindering groundwater recharge and exacerbating the crisis.
• Encroachment of Natural Water Bodies: Valleys acting as water conduits have been encroached

upon, disrupting natural water flow and causing stagnation.
• Over-exploitation of Groundwater: Excessive extraction from groundwater sources has further

depleted the already strained water table.
• Lack of Effective Water Governance: Unregulated water extraction and distribution have led to

mismanagement, aggravating the crisis.
• Lack of Citizen Sensitivity: Free access to water has led to detachment among citizens, hindering

efforts to address the crisis effectively.

Impact of Bengaluru Water
Crisis
• Water Shortages: Many

residents, particularly in the
outskirts and higher
elevations of the city,
confront acute water
shortages, resorting to
expensive and irregularly
supplied water tankers for
daily needs.

• Quality Concerns: The
water crisis heightens
worries about water
quality, with scarcity
forcing the use of
contaminated sources,
thereby elevating the risk
of waterborne diseases.

• Economic Impact: The
water crisis not only
impacts the quality of life
but also jeopardizes the
economic viability of the
city, endangering its stature
as a global IT hub.



GENETIC RESCUE
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Env & Eco)

Mar 19DTE

Context: Genetic rescue is proposed as a method to conserve Ranthambore National
Park’s tiger population.

Genetic Rescue
• Definition: Genetic rescue involves augmenting population growth by introducing

new genetic variation through migration, also known as gene flow.
• Implementation in Conservation: Wildlife managers transfer individuals from a

larger, healthier population to a smaller one, aiming to introduce diversity and
improve overall population health.

• Conservation Goals: The primary objectives include reducing genetic load, lowering
extinction risk, and enhancing the long-term viability of endangered species and
populations.

• Mitigating Inbreeding Depression: Genetic rescue addresses the detrimental effects
of inbreeding depression, which diminish reproductive success and offspring viability
due to mating among close relatives.

• Assessing Effects: The outcomes of genetic rescue vary, influenced by factors such as
the extent and duration of gene flow, alongside genetic and environmental dynamics
within populations.

• Balancing Risks and Benefits: While offering potential benefits, genetic rescue carries
risks associated with translocating animals, often considered a last-resort strategy in
conservation efforts.

Ranthambore National Park
• About: Established in 1955

as Sawai Madhopur Game
Sanctuary, later declared a
Project Tiger reserve in
1973.

• Tigers: Notable individuals
include T-24, T39, and T83,
with tiger population
fluctuating due to
conservation challenges.

• Flora: Encompasses over
300 tree species, featuring
dense tropical dry forests
and significant medicinal
flora.

• Fauna: Home to over 270
bird species, including
crested serpent eagle and
Indian paradise flycatcher.
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DEFAMATION LAW

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 – Polity)

Context: The Supreme Court recently restrained a trial court from proceeding until mid-May with
a criminal defamation case against Delhi Chief Minister for retweeting a YouTube video against
the ruling party's IT cell in 2018.

Defamation in India
• About: Defamation is the communication of a false statement that harms the reputation of

an individual person, business, product, group, government, religion, or nation.
• Legal provisions: In India, defamation can both be a civil wrong and a criminal offence.
• Section 499: Whoever, by words either spoken or intended to be read, or by signs or by

visible representations, makes or publishes any imputation concerning any person intending
to harm, or knowing or having reason to believe that such imputation will harm, the
reputation of such person, is said, except in the cases hereinafter excepted, to defame that
person.

• Section 500: Punishment for defamation- simple imprisonment for a term which may extend
to two years, or with fine, or with both.

• Exceptions: Exceptions are provided under Section 499 of the Indian Penal Code, including
truth made for public good, opinions about public servants, and statements made in public
interest. These exceptions exempt persons making defamatory statements from punishment
under certain circumstances.

• Constitutionality: Defamation laws in India have faced controversy regarding their
compatibility with the right to free speech guaranteed under Article 19 of the Constitution.

Supreme Court View
• Subramanian Swamy vs Union of India

case (2014): The Court approved the
Constitutional validity of sections 499
and 500 (criminal defamation) in the
Indian Penal Code, underlining that an
individual’s fundamental right to live
with dignity and reputation “cannot be
ruined solely because another
individual can have his freedom”.

• J Jayalalithaa case (2016): The court
passed strictures on Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister J Jayalalithaa for misusing the
criminal defamation law to “suffocate
democracy” and, the court said, “public
figures must face criticism”.

• Arun Jaitley Vs. Arvind Kejriwal:
Arvind Kejriwal and five others were
found guilty of making defamatory
statements against Arun Jaitley. The
matter was resolved after the
defendants apologized.

• Kaushal Kishore vs Union of India
(2017): A five-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court emphasized that no
additional constraints beyond those
outlined in Article 19(2) can be
imposed on free speech.
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STEAG
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Sci and Tech)

Context: The Indian Army has initiated a significant development in its technological capabilities by establishing the
Signals Technology Evaluation and Adaptation Group (STEAG).

Signals Technology Evaluation and Adaptation Group (STEAG):
• About: The TEAG is created with a focus on enhancing the communication infrastructure of the Indian Army.
• It operates under: The Signals Directorate and is headquartered in Delhi, led by a Colonel from the Corps of

Signals.
• Objective: To bolster the communication infrastructure of the Indian Army, focusing on modernization and

efficacy.
• Organizational Strength: The STEAG is anticipated to consist of approximately 280 personnel, as per the defense

source.
• Technology Assessment and Integration: STEAG will assess current technologies, aligning them with the specific

needs of the Indian Army, and pioneer trials and inductions.
o It will collaborate with private sector and academia to incorporate cutting-edge civil and global technologies.

• Focus: STEAG will focus on developing tailored solutions across wired and wireless systems, including areas such as
electronic exchanges, mobile communications, 5G/6G networks, quantum technologies, artificial intelligence, and
machine learning.

• Significance in Modern Warfare: Recognizing the criticality of communication in modern warfare, the initiative
aims to equip units and formations with advanced equipment to ensure seamless communication support during
operations.
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SRIVILLIPUTHUR MEGAMALAI RESERVE 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Env and Eco)

Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger Reserve (SMTR)
• About: It was established in February 2021 through a joint

declaration by the Centre and Tamil Nadu governments.
• Merger of Wildlife Sanctuaries: The reserve came into being by

amalgamating Megamalai Wildlife Sanctuary and Srivilliputhur
Wildlife Sanctuary, enhancing conservation efforts.

• Tamil Nadu's Fifth Tiger Reserve: It holds the distinction of
being Tamil Nadu's fifth Tiger Reserve and the 51st in India,
bolstering the country's tiger conservation initiatives.

• Fauna: Bengal tigers, elephants, leopards, Indian giant squirrels,
gaur, and Nilgiri Tahrs, highlighting its biodiversity.

• Vegetation: Tropical evergreen and semi-evergreen to dry
deciduous and moist mixed deciduous forests, fostering diverse
ecosystems.

• Historical Transformation: The reserve's formation merged
Grizzled Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary and Megamalai Wildlife
Sanctuary, bridging historical gaps in conservation efforts.

• Unique Conservation Challenges: With a significant portion of
its core area situated on private patta lands utilized for coffee
and cardamom cultivation, the reserve faces distinctive
conservation challenges.

• Other four Tiger reserves of Tamil Nadu: Anamalai tiger
reserve, Kalakkad - Mundanthurai tiger reserve, Mudumalai
tiger reserve, Sathyamangalam tiger reserve.

Context: In a first, the Tamil Nadu forest department has acquired
30.41 acres of erstwhile private patta land, situated in the core area of
Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger Reserve (SMTR).

Land acquisition for Tiger Reserve (TR)
• Legal Acquisition: The land was acquired legally through

private negotiation under the Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013.

• Voluntary Surrender: A sum of Rs 2.33 crore was paid to
seven landowners who voluntarily surrendered their land
for conservation purposes.

• Government Initiative: This marks the inaugural instance in
India where the state government has procured private
land for non-commercial purposes, specifically aimed at
forest and biodiversity conservation.



INDIA’S NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST POLICY
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 – IR)
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Context: Recently, despite vast differences in size and population between
Bhutan and its neighbor India, the two nations have fostered a close
partnership and friendship spanning over 50 years, showcasing India's
steadfast commitment to its neighborhood first policy.

India’s Neighbourhood First Policy
• About: India actively engages in developmental projects within its

neighboring countries, bolstering mutual growth.
• People-Oriented Regional Frameworks: It emphasizes creating regional

frameworks focused on mutual benefit and people's welfare.
• Consultative and Outcome: India's approach to engagement prioritizes

consultation, non-reciprocity, and tangible outcomes, fostering connectivity
and development.

• Connectivity: India fosters connectivity through agreements within SAARC,
facilitating the free flow of resources, energy, goods, labor, and
information.

• Improving Relations with Neighbors: Peace and stability in South Asia are
paramount, prompting India to prioritize enhancing relations with
immediate neighbors.

• Economic Cooperation and Trade Enhancement: The policy emphasizes
enhancing trade ties with neighbors, participating in regional groupings like
SAARC and BBIN for economic development.

• Disaster Management Cooperation: India collaborates with neighbors on
disaster response, resource management, and weather forecasting,
enhancing disaster management capabilities in the region.

• Military and Defence Collaboration: India deepens security cooperation
through military exercises and defense partnerships with neighboring
countries, ensuring regional stability.

Indo-Bhutan Relation
• Indo-Bhutan Treaty of Peace: Perpetual peace and

friendship, free trade, commerce, and equal justice
are ensured.
o The 2007 renegotiation bolstered Bhutan's

sovereignty, removing India's guidance on
foreign policy.

• Hydropower Cooperation: Established under the
2006 Agreement on Cooperation in Hydropower.
o India committed to assisting Bhutan in

developing 10,000 MW of hydropower by 2020.
• Economic Assistance: Since Bhutan's First Five Year

Plan in 1961, India has consistently supported its
development efforts, allocating Rs 4500 crore to
Bhutan's 12th Five Year Plan (2018-23).
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WHITE ASBESTOS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Sci and Tech)

Context: In a long-awaited move, the United States’ Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced a comprehensive ban
on all forms of the deadly carcinogen asbestos.

White Asbestos
• Definition: Asbestos comprises six silicate minerals with similar yet distinct characteristics, once extensively employed in
construction, insulation, and various consumer goods.

• Modes of Asbestos Exposure: Asbestos exposure occurs through inhalation of airborne particles or accidental ingestion,
with both avenues posing significant health risks irrespective of the type of asbestos involved.

• 6 types of asbestos: actinolite, amosite, anthophyllite, crocidolite, tremolite (amphibole minerals), and chrysotile
(serpentine mineral).

• Health Implications: All forms of asbestos are linked to severe health conditions, including lung cancer, mesothelioma,
laryngeal cancer, ovarian cancer, and asbestosis, as reported by the World Health Organization.

• Evolution of Awareness: Public awareness concerning asbestos escalated notably during the latter part of the 20th century,
prompting the enactment of partial bans on numerous asbestos-containing products.

• Industry Impact: The recent ban on chrysotile asbestos, primarily utilized in the chlor-alkali industry, poses significant
challenges.

o This industry produces essential chemicals for water treatment and public health, raising concerns about potential
disruptions.

• Global Regulation: While India has banned asbestos mining and certain uses, trade in raw asbestos and asbestos-based
products persists, particularly in economically disadvantaged regions where asbestos is still commonly found in roofing
materials.
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BITCOIN HALVING

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Economy)

Context: Recently, the prices of the cryptocurrency Bitcoin
surged to new all-time highs, surpassing the $73,000 mark,
with expectations of further increases as the market
anticipates higher demand and reduced supply following the
"Bitcoin halving" event in April.

Bitcoin Halving
• About: It is a predetermined event occurring every four

years.
• Halving Mechanics: It involves a 50% reduction in mining

rewards after every 210,000 blocks.
• Mining Process: Mining entails using computer hardware to

validate Bitcoin transactions, enhancing network security.
• Concept of Blocks: Blocks are records in the blockchain

containing transaction data, with a new one added
approximately every 10 minutes.

• Blockchain: It serves as a public ledger, arranging
transactions chronologically.

• Potential Implications: Wide adoption of cryptocurrencies
could diminish the influence of central banks and
governments on monetary policies.

Rationale behind halving
• Mimicking Scarcity: The halving event reflects Bitcoin's

fundamental design and scarcity ethos established by
Satoshi Nakamoto, with a fixed supply of 21 million coins
akin to precious metals like gold.

• Reduced Miner Rewards: Halving significantly decreases the
rewards miners receive for validating transactions,
effectively cutting the rate of new bitcoin creation in half.

• Deflationary Impact: By lowering the rate of new coin
issuance, halving contributes to a deflationary monetary
system, aligning with Nakamoto's vision for Bitcoin's long-
term economic model.
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BUGUN LIOCICHLA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Env and Eco)

Context: Recently, the Bugun tribe in Arunachal Pradesh
demonstrated their commitment to conservation by donating
1,470 hectares of forest land to the state forest department,
significantly advancing efforts to protect the Bugun Liocichla bird.

Bugun Liocichla
• About: Bugun Liocichla is a diminutive babbler measuring only

20 cm, sporting olive-grey plumage, and adorned with a
distinctive black cap.

• Habitat: Found solely within the Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary
landscape, this avian species is not found anywhere else
globally.

• Critical Endangerment: With a mere 14 individuals sighted in
the Braiduah village under Singchung sub-division, Bugun
Liocichla stands critically endangered.

• Conservation Efforts: Recognizing the urgency, the Arunachal
Pradesh government designated the Braiduah Community
Reserve under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, adjacent to the
Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary.

Key Facts about Bugun Tribe
• Migration and Origins: Hailing from

Tibet through East Kameng,
Arunachal Pradesh, the Buguns
establish their unique cultural
identity.

• Language and Culture: The Buguns
boast a distinct language known as
Khowa and maintain their cultural
boundaries with neighboring tribes.

• Traditional Expertise: Proficient in
bamboo architecture and skilled in
extracting oil from local wood species
like Chiblem found in the forests.

• Socio-Political Structure: Governed
by the Nimiang, the Bugun
community has its own socio-political
administrative body ensuring smooth
functioning.

• Cultural Practices: Celebrating the
"Pham-Kho" festival annually, Buguns
typically practice endogamy,
marrying within their community to
preserve their heritage.
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