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] PANCHAYATI RAJ SYSTEM IN INDIA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

30 years after the 73rd Constitutional Amendment, Panchayati
Raj institutions still leave a lot to be desired; HP a case study

Context: Even after thirty years of this seminal change, if we look at the status and the functioning of PRIs, the much touted three Fs — Functions,
Functionaries and Finances — are still in varying stages of devolution in different Indian states.

Panchayati Raj System in India
About: Panchayati raj is the system of local self-government in rural India, focused on villages, distinct from urban and suburban municipalities.
Components: The system comprises Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs), facilitating village self-government, with responsibilities including
economic development, social justice, and implementing government schemes.
Tenure: 5 Years
Panchayat Election by: State Election Commission.

Legal Provision: Panchayat Empowerment & Accountability
Constitutional Provision: Article 40 (Directive Principle for State Policy) - The state shall  Incentive Scheme (PEAIS): To gauge the

organise village panchayats. performance of states in empowering PRls.
73rd Constitutional Amendments Act: Added 11th Schedule and a Part-IX to the o The objective of PEAIS was to arrive at a
Constitution and consists of provisions from Articles 243 to 243 O. Devolution Index (DI) to assess the
Non-Applicability to Certain Areas extent of devolution of 29 subjects to
v" The act does not apply to Nagaland, Meghalaya, and Mizoram, as well as certain PRIs on framework, functions, finances
other areas. These areas include: and functionaries.
The scheduled areas and tribal areas in the states. The assessment under this scheme was
The hill areas of Manipur with district councils. carried out by reputed independent
The Darjeeling district of West Bengal with the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council. organisations like National Council for
Extension to Scheduled and Tribal Areas Applied Economic Research (NCAER)
However, subject to the exceptions and modifications specified by the Parliament, from 2006-07 to 2008-09, and the Indian
the provisions of this Part may be extended to scheduled areas and tribal areas. Institute of Public Administration (lIPA)
Three-Tier Structure: In states or Union Territories with populations exceeding two million, from 2009-10 to 2012-13. The DI of most
PRIs operate across three levels: gram panchayats (village level), panchayat samiti (block states in all these assessments were not
level), and district council (district level). very encouraging.
Functions: 11t Schedule contains 29 functional items of PRIs and the 12th Schedule to the
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KAVLIPRIZE

Like the Nobel Prize in cutting edge fields of
astrophysics, neuroscience, and nanoscience

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 14

EIGHT SCIENTISTS mll |:|L awarded with
the I(J'\.Il Prize this
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Since 2008, 73 scientists -
from 19 countries have been hon-
wnial Kavli Prizes. Tenof
therm have gone on to win the Nobel Prize.
While designed to be like the Nobel
for its fields, the Kavli Prize is not re-
stricted to recent mnk meaning it is
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2024 winners

All eight winners are professors at
leading American universities.

ASTROPHYSICS: David
Charbonneau of Harvard University and
Sara Seaper of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology are this year's winners.
They have been recognised fordiscover-
s of exoplanets, and the characterisa-

3lal-  tonof their atmosphere. The citation

states that contnibutions of Charbonnean

- and Seaper mcluded pioneering “meth-

ods for the detection of atomic species in
planetary atmospheres and the messure-
ment of their thermal infrared emission™.
MNANOSCIENCE: Robert Langer of
MIT, Armand Paul Alivisatos of the
University of Chicago, and Chad Mirkin
of Northwestern University were given
the prize.
Langer was recognased forhis
idea of nano-engineering a
"y, material for the controlled
-',._': release of therapeutic bio-
£ molecules, which could
|  helpdevelopment of con-
trodled drug delivery sys-
tems to treat diseases like
schizophrenia.
Alivisatos devised semi-
conductor arystals or “guantum
dots” which could be used as muli-
colour fluorescent probes in bio-mmaging
Today, these are used for diagnosticimag-
ing of patients, and helping research in
medicine and biodogy.
Mirkin introduced the concept of the

¢ spherical nucleic acid (SMA), a new class

Three indepe |:LrJ ent five-member
committees select the winners. These
comprise nominees by top scie
tutes the warld, inclu
Academyof Scences, th
of Sciences, Germanys
Society, the Mational Ac my ol SLu CeS
in the U, and the Royal Society in the UK.
The Kavli Prize comprises a 51 million
ca fiedd L a soroll, and a medal
| The award ceremony is mare
1 the one for the Mobel Prizes,
pet rofled out for invitees.
This year, it will take place on September
Jinthe Osho Concert Hall. The Norwegian
Royal Family will hand out the prizes.

of nucleic acids that aredensely function-
alised and orented spherically around a
nanoparticle cone. SNAS have wide-rang-
mguse inareas like mtracethular detection,

- gene regulation and mmmunotherapy.

MEUROSCIEMNCE: This year's winners

y are Nancy Kanwisher of MIT, Winrich

Freiwald of Rockefeller University, and
Dioris Teao of the University of Califormia at

Berkeley. They have been awarded for

their effort to map the linkage between
facial recognition and the brain. While
Kimwisher identified the exact braim cen-
tre for face processing, Tsao and Freiwald
ook this knowledze forward using Runc-
tonal imagimg and recording from indi-
widual brain cells to map out the neural
architecture of the human brain,

KAVLI PRIZE
(Syllabus GS Paper 1 — Awards)

Context: The winners of the 2024 Kavli Prize were recently announced, honoring
eight individuals for their groundbreaking contributions to astrophysics,

neuroscience, and nanoscience.

Kavli Prize

 About: It is awarded in honour of Norwegian-American businessman and
philanthropist Fred Kavli (1927-2013).
Awarded in three areas: Astrophysics, nanoscience and neuroscience — the
largest, the smallest, and the most complex.
Prize: S1 million cash prize (per field), a scroll, and a medal.

o US-based Kavli Foundation, the prize is given in partnership with the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, and the Norwegian Ministry
of Education and Research.

Selection Criteria: Three independent selection committees review entries to
present a unanimous recommendation to The Norwegian Academy of Science
and Letters.

e Each committee comprises five members, who are nominated by
science institutes around the world.

Campare with Nobel: Nobel Prize is only awarded for achievements made
“during the preceding year”. But the Kavli Prize does not operate under such a
restriction.

Winners in 2024: Astrophysics - David Charbonneau. Nanoscience - Robert
Langer and Chad Mirkin, Neuroscience - Nancy Kanwisher and Doris Tsao.
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CIC upholds response to RTI
query on Presidential assent

In reply to an application asking how many times former President Kovind returned a decision

take by the PM or Council of Ministers, the Rashtrapati Bhavan said there was 'no data’ available

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

he Central Informa-
T tion Commission
(CIC) has upheld

the Rashtrapati Bhavan’s
response to a Right to In-
formation (RTI) Act query
on the number of times
former President Ram
Nath Kovind returned any
decision taken by the
Prime Minister/Union
Council of Ministers for re-
consideration. The Presi-
dent’s Secretariat had res-
ponded that no
information was available
on record.

The petitioner Yuvan
Mitran, a Chennai-based
college  student, had
moved the CIC challenging
the response of the Rash-
trapati Bhavan. In his first
appeal before the First Ap-
pellate Authority he want-
ed to know whether the
reply meant that the form-
er President had never re
turned a decision taken by

ghtinfo

response of the Rashtrapati Bhavan. FILE F

the Union Council of Minis-
ters and others for recon-
sideration or whether the
information was not availa-
ble on records.

Appeal made
He said the information
provided was “incomplete,
isleading or false”. In res-
se, the Officer on Spe
cial Duty/FAA referred the
appeal to the concerned
section, which reiterated
its earlier reply that “no in-
formation rests with this
Secretariat”.

ioner moved the CIC challenging the

HOTO

In his second appeal be-
fore the CIC, he argued
that satisfactory reply was
not given to him and said
that the President of India,
being a constitutional auth-
ority, who is elected was
accountable to the people.

“Providing information
regarding the legislative ac-
tions of the President is im-
portant in the light of pro-
moting transparency and
accountability in the work:
ing of the public authori-
ty,” he said.

The stand of the Chief

Central Information Commission
* About: It is a statutory body constituted under
Section 12 of the RTI Act, with effect from
October 2005.
* Composition: It consists of the Chief Information

Commissioner

(CIC)

and

such

number

Public Information Officer/
Deputy Secretary, Rashtra-
pati Bhavan, hat the
appellant was already in-
formed that “no such infor-
mation is available”.

‘No records’

After hearing both sides,

the Chief Information

Commissioner Heeralal Sa-
ariya said that appro-

2005, had been provided
as only such information
that was held and available
in the records could be
shared, he said.

During his tenure as Pre-
sident, Mr. Kovind gave as-
sent to some important
Bills which included the
Jammu and Kashmir Reor-
ganisation Act, 2019; Tri-
ple Talaq Bil, amend
ments to the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Amendment Act, 2019; Ci-
tizenship Amendment Bill;
and three farm Bills among
others.

of

Commissioners not exceeding 10 as may be
deemed necessary.
* Function: To receive and inquire into a complaint
from any person regarding information requested
under RTI, 2005. The Commission can order an
inquiry into any matter if there are reasonable
(suo-moto

JL! i

orounds

RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Polity)

Context: The Central Information Commission (CIC) recently upheld the Rashtrapati
Bhavan’s response to an RTI query regarding instances where the former President of
India returned decisions by the Prime Minister or Union Council of Ministers for
reconsideration.

Right to Information Act

* About: The RTI Act, enacted by the Parliament of India, delineates the regulations
and protocols governing citizens' access to information.

* Replaced by: Freedom of Information Act, 2002.

* Features

* Time Limit for Providing Information: 30 days from the day of application.

o 2 days for information concerning life or liberty of a person.
* Penalties: 250/day up to a maximum of 25000 for:
o Not accepting an application.
o Delaying information without reasonable cause.
o Knowingly giving incomplete, incorrect or misleading information.
o Destroying the requested information.

* Fundamental Right: RTl has been given the status of a fundamental right under
Article 19(1) of the Constitution.

* Exemptions: The Act, although advocating transparency, incorporates exemptions to
disclosure, encompassing categories such as data concerning national security,
privacy of individuals, and information pertinent to ongoing investigations.

* Fees: Public authorities are entitled to levy fees for furnishing information, with the
fee framework established by the government, contingent on the information's
nature and the mode of access, be it paper-based or electronic.

* Power to impose penalty: The CIC and the State Information Commission.

* Name of bills: During his tenure as former President of India gave assent to some
important Bills which included the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019;
Triple Talag Bill; amendments to the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment
Act, 2019; Citizenship Amendment Bill; and three farm Bills among others.

power). <]
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' WORLD WILDLIFE FUND
DTE (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Env and Eco)

How DNA analysis of our rivers and lakes can reveal new
secrets about their biodiversity

Context: A 2022 report by the World Wildlife Fund revealed a staggering 83% decline in global freshwater vertebrate
populations since 1970, a rate far exceeding that of any other habitat.

World Wildlife Fund

About: It is an international non-governmental organization.

Established: In 1961

Headquarter: In Gland, Switzerland.

Previously known as the: World Wildlife Fund

Mission: WWF's mission is to halt the degradation of the planet's natural environment and create a future in which
humans coexist harmoniously with nature.

Objective: To help local communities conserve the natural resources they depend upon; transform markets and policies
toward sustainability; and protect and restore species and their habitats.

Global Reach: The world's largest conservation organization, boasting over five million supporters across 100 countries.

WWEF-India Intervention

About: WWHF-India has initiated several conservation projects to integrate conservation efforts with sustainable
development.

Tiger conservation: It has been working on tiger conservation in the Sundarbans since the launch of the Project Tiger in
1973.

The Climate Witness Project: It was launched in the Sundarbans to document first-hand accounts of climate change from
local residents, aiming to enhance understanding of climate impacts and support policy change and advocacy.

The Climate Adaptation Programme: Initiated in 2011, is crucial for the people of Sundarbans to adapt to the evolving
climatic conditions and their impacts to ensure survival in the region.
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ECONOMIC NAGASTRA-1
TIMES (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Sci and Tech)

ATIMYy gets its Airst indisenous Mman-portable

suicide drones

Context: The Indian Army is set to induct its first indigenous loiter munition, Nagastra-1.

Nagastra-1
* About: It is first indigenous man-portable suicide drones.
* Developed by: Solar Industries, Nagpur, the Army has placed a supply order for Economics Explosives Ltd (EEL),

o The Nagastra-1 is entirely designed and developed in India, demonstrating a high indigenous content of over 75%.

* Key Features

O

Precision Strike Capability: The Nagastra-1 excels in "kamikaze mode," effectively neutralizing threats with GPS-enabled

precision strikes, achieving an impressive accuracy of up to two meters.

Compact and Lightweight Design: Weighing just 9 kg, the Nagastra-1 is a man-portable fixed-wing electric UAV designed
for ease of deployment. Despite its size, it boasts an endurance of 30 minutes and can cover distances up to 15 km in
man-in-loop control mode, extending to 30 km in autonomous operation.

Recovery Mechanism: Equipped with a parachute recovery system for mission aborts, ensuring reusability and cost-
effectiveness.

Operational Specifications: Weighing 6 kg, it can
remain airborne for up to 60 minutes, providing
flexibility and endurance in tactical operations.

Low Acoustic Signature: Featuring an electric
propulsion system, the Nagastra-1 operates with a
minimal acoustic footprint, rendering it nearly
undetectable at altitudes exceeding 200 meters. This
characteristic enhances its stealth capabilities
significantly.
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IN A push to the rural and agri
culture sector under Modi 3.0,
the Centre is set to announce big
ticket initiatives as part of its first
100-day agenda, which include a
%2 800 crore Digital Agriculture
Mission_Besides, Prime Minister
Marendra Modi is likely to re
lease the 17thinstalment under
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi from his parlia
mentary constituency, Varanasi,
on june 18.

The Indian Express has learnt
that the Digital Agriculture
Mission will pave the way for cre
ation of a natiomwide larmers reg

* Digital Ecosystem Components:

IstTy, Crop sown registry, and geo-
referencing of village maps. It is
alsoleamnt that the Union Cabinet,
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, is expected to
clear aproposal of this effect "very
soon”. A budgetary allocation of
Rs 28,00 crore has been made for
the mission and it will be rolled
out over the next two years (till
2025-26). The launch of the mis
sion was initially planned in
2021-22 but due o Covid- 19 out
break, it could not be rolled out
nationally, said a source.

Meamwhile, the Agriculture
ministry started various pilot
projects and activities across sev
eral states, which are part of the
mission.

One of the components of

Interoperability

Data governance

Data quality

Data standards

Security and privacy

Promoting innovation
* Architectural Requirements:

o A decentralized,

ensuring:
o Autonomy for service providers and other stakeholders
o Interoperability across the ecosystem.

the mission is to create a farme
ers' regisiry. in which every
farmerwill be given a unique 1D,
the sources said. In some of the
states, generation of farmer
unique 10 has already begun, the
sources added.

As per the sources, a pilot proj
ect has been undertakenacross 6
districts — Farrukhabad in Uttar
Pradesh, Beed in Maharashtra,
Candhinagar in Gujarat,
Fatehgarh 5ahib in Punjab, and
Vinudhunagar in Tamil Naduw

The sources said that Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra hawve
already started generation of
farmers' ID. In Farrukhabad. the
UPgovernment has already gen
erated unique IDs for over 1.5
lakh farmers. The unique Brmer

federated architecture

Digital Agriculture Mission
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Agriculture)

Launch of 32,800 cr Digital Agri Mission
part of govt’s agenda for first 100 days

1D will allow launch of new
value-added services and farm
ers will be able to avail various
government schemes including
PM-Kisanand Fasal Bima Yojana
through this [D. ltwill also enable
them to avail financial services
like farm loans and insurance.

The mission also envisages a
crop sown registry. This will have
a record of crops sown by a
farmer on his land. It will help
better planning and estimation
of crop production.

Last year, the Centre had
asked the States and Union
Territories (UTs) to automate|
digitise the process of area enu
meration/girdawari of crops at
field level by adopting Digital
Crop Survey from July 2024,

is essential,

Context: The indian government is set to announce
big ticket initiatives as part of its first 100-day agenda,
which include a Rs 2,800 crore Digital Agriculture
Mission.

Digital Agriculture Mission
 About: It was launched in September 2021 by
Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.
o It spanning 2021-2025 has been launched
by the government to support projects
leveraging new technologies.
Technological Innovations: Technologies such as Al,
blockchain, remote sensing, GIS, drones, and robots
will be integrated to enhance agricultural practices.
Ecosystem Transformation: Transforming the
agricultural sector requires a holistic approach that
embraces ecosystem thinking.
This involves integrating various stakeholders, both
public and private, across the agriculture value
chain—from crop selection and management to
market logistics.
Agriculture Value Chain: It encompasses activities
from crop selection and management to marketing,
involving both public and private sectors, including
logistics.




ECONOMIC GST COUNCIL
TIMES (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Economy)

. o, Context: The Goods and Services Tax Council is set to discuss a proposal to
counﬂlmay(uwpfmntPaymemm”axnppealto7/° lower the upfront payment needed before filing a tax appeal from the
JUNE 22 MEET May also consider amnesty scheme for disputes; proposal to make

[0) (o) 1
Aadhaar authentication must for suspicious persons likely to be looked into current 10% to 7% of the d ISp uted tax amount.

schemes for preGST disputes on  The official added that now that
their own, a discussion at council bio od  Aadhaar au-

successfully run
tand AndhraPra

Anuradha.Shukla
atimesgroup.com

GST Council
* 101st Amendment Act of 2016: It also referred to as the 122nd
s seking G5 s Amendment Bill, laid the groundwork for the introduction of GST.
Article 279-A: The GST Council functions as a collaborative platform

and a pre

1 Aad

cious persons seeking
als said
nce approved by the coun

heme, or the cou
¢il, may be announced in the budget. ¢
p im budget, the finance  “T!

announced anamnesty

putes involv- business and,

They said though states and the

ngtax demand.
will be many deci
sions to impre de

process for risky taxpayers,” ase-

dime
the scrutiny }

At a Glance

GST Council to consider reducing
pre-eposit for appeal to 7% from 10%
Council may If approved, the
take up pre-GST | scheme may be
amnesty scheme | announced in budget

COUNCIL MAY CONSIDER BIOMETRIC-BASED
AADHAAR MANDATORY PAN INDIA

involving both the Central and state governments.
o It grants the President the power to establish the GST Council through
an executive order.
Composition: The GST Council's membership includes key figures like

the Union Finance Minister (serving as the chairperson) and the Union
Minister of State (Finance), representing various states.

Function: To provide recommendations to both the Union and the states
on crucial GST-related matters, encompassing the taxation of goods and
services, exemptions, and the formulation of model GST Laws.

1/3 VOTE IN COUNCIL Union finance minister Decision of the Council: The GST Council takes decisions through a

SHates Other Member From Centre consensus-based approach.

Minister of state for finance - Every decision of the GST Council shall be taken by a majority of
S not less than three-fourths 6) of the weighted votes of the

2/3 WEIGHT IN COUNCIL less than three-fourths (75%) of the weighted f th
Vice-chairperson

members present and voting.
One of the state finance ministers

Centre can im sty niorofficial told ET.

Centre Chairperson

The weightage of one-third of the total votes cast to the Centre
and a weightage of two-thirds of the total votes cast to the States,
promoting the spirit of the co-operative federalism

DECISIONSNEED
75%VOTE SUPPORT

Members
State finance ministers




TIMES OF OLYMPUS MONS
INDIA (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 - Sci and Tech)

1,50,000 tonnes of water frost found on Mars' tallest

volcano: What it means

Context: Scientists recently discovered frost on Mars' tallest volcano, Olympus Mons, revealing an active water
cycle on the Red Planet.

Olympus Mons
e About: It is a shield volcano situated on Mars’ western hemisphere.
» Size and Height: It is the highest point on Mars and holds the title of the largest known volcano in the solar
system.
o Standing at 16 miles (24 kilometers) tall, it dwarfs Mt. Everest by a factor of three.
Coverage: The volcano spans a width of 340 miles (550 kilometers), covering an area larger than the entire
Hawaiian Islands chain.
Comparison with Earth’s Volcanoes: In contrast to Earth's Mauna Loa, which rises 6.3 miles (10 km) above
the ocean floor and is relatively shorter above sea level,
o Olympus Mons boasts a volume about a hundred times greater than Mauna Loa, with enough space
to fit the entire Hawaiian island chain inside it.
Age and Formation: Olympus Mons is approximately 3.5 billion years old, forming early in Mars’ history.
Summit and Caldera: The summit of Olympus Mons is marked by a caldera, an expansive depression
spanning 50 miles (80 kilometers) wide, formed by successive volcanic activities.
Complex Caldera Formation: Unlike most Earth-based volcanoes with simpler calderas, Olympus Mons'
summit caldera consists of several overlapping pits, each created during different eruptive phases,
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ACLIMATE meeeting in Bonmn, Germany. has
failed vo malke II1uLJ1 headvway on the crucial
isssue of defining a new dimate finance soal By
the end of 2024, countries have to fina

oped waorkd maust mobilise for the developing
countries to help them fight climate change.
n annual fixture in June,
e at least some indica-

hawve been worked

were expected

tive numbers. The

upon before OO

place in Baku, Azerbaiia
/ o

g B it
weish lists of different countries. The lists per—

Context: A recent climate meeting in Bonn,

tained o not just the quantum of climate fi-
nance, IJu1 dL“-U U1h|.| =550L|at|_d issues such

nE eans,arcl Bacoess He Fimarece

. nonitored. The paper is
likelyto be developed into a formal negotiat-
ing draft that can be agreed upon at COP29.

Search for a new NOQG
Money is central to climate action_ It is
necded not just for I'g-LIII[d[III = Tt Eartios

ing dlw_ll.'p_rrtl.uu(_]llnslx. dahl.lngndsﬂ.lryu:n
et thie 2005 Paris Agreerment, also meouirne sub-
stantial sums of money, especially in
developing and poor countries, where there is
a large capacity gap for this kind of workc
Under the international climate architec-
ture set by the UN Framework Commvention
on Climate Change (UNFCOCC). rich and de-
weloped countries are obliged to provide
money to developing countries to fight cli-

New Collective Quantitative Goal (NCQG)
* About: It is a global climate finance goal to be set by the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the
Paris Agreement (CMA).
Purpose: The goal is designed to strengthen the global response to climate change threats within the framework of sustainable
development and poverty eradication.

o It aims to ensure finance flows are aligned with pathways towards low greenhouse gas emissions and climate-resilient
development.

o The NCQG aims to hold the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and
pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.
Contribution to Paris Agreement: In 2021, Parties agreed that the NCQG should help achieve Article 2 of the Paris Agreement.

This includes:

NEW COLLECTIVE QUANTITATIVE GOAL
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Env and Eco)

mate change. This is because the rich and de-
veloped countries are primarily responsible
for causing climate change.

In 2009, the developed countries prom-
ised tomobilise $100 billion every year from
2020 toweard's this purpose. A report by the
Organisation for Econamic Cooperation.and
Development (OE
Countries, Do wee aimved that this
%100 billion target had been
met for the first time in 2022.

However, developing coun-
tries contest these claims, cit-
ing double-counting and inno-
wative accounting, and have often blamed

rouping of rich

reerment says that de-

st periodically increase
1|1Ls-1u|114[1r_rADZJ onsidering the rapidly

= for climate fimance.
Fhe inereased target. or the Mew Collective

Germany, made little

CLIMATE |

Quantified Goal (NOOG), for the post-2025
period, is to be finalised this yvear.

The adequate amount

1t is widely acknowbedged that develop-
ing countries now need trillions of dollars,
not billions, annually. A UNFOOC assessment
Last year said the:
56 trillion betwee
plement their promised cfi-

Hon d|1[u|ally
said the glol
Just in dewe

) ch a global net zero status.
These are assecements of a few specific

s Dul_-,. for their

The owverall requirement for climaee

every year after 20 he Arab countries have
said this figure sh d be at beast 311 orillboa.
African coumntries have demanded $1.3 trillion.

The developed countries have not made
ary offer publichy. They have juse ackmowl -
edged that the new amount has to be higher
than $100 billion per year.

Debate owver contribution
According tothe LIMFCOC and Paris Agree—
rment. onby the countries listed in Annextire 2
of UNFCOC — 25 of them and the European
Economic Community — are responsible for
prowviding climate fnance to developing coun-
tries. The listed countries. however, have been
trying to shift the responsibility to others as
wvell They argue that many other countries ane

€
l:lun;wJ it wvas p|=y|n its pun

fight agaimst dimate change. but had -
tention™ of taking additional mkpummuu.

All eyes on Baku

ORC E L
indianexpress.com/sexplained

progress on defining the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG)
for post-2025 climate finance. The NCQG, a major focus for this year's climate agenda, must be finalized at COP29.

o Holding the increase in global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels.
o Pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.
Adaptation and Resilience: The NCQG aims to:

o Increase the ability to adapt to adverse impacts of climate change.
o Foster climate resilience and low greenhouse gas emission development without threatening food production.




ECONOMIC
TIMES

LIPULEKH PASS

(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 — Geography)

Indian traders demand resumption of border

trade with China through Lipulekh pass

Context: Indian traders involved in border trade with China through the Lipulekh pass
have requested the central government to take up the issue of resumption of border
trade through this route.

Lipulekh Pass

Location: Lipulekh Pass is situated in the Kumaon region of Uttarakhand, near the
trijunction of India, Nepal, and China.
International Connectivity: It serves as a crucial link between the Indian state of
Uttarakhand and the Tibet region of China.
Altitude: The pass is located at an altitude of approximately 5,334 meters (17,500
feet) above sea level.
Terrain and Landscape: Known for its challenging terrain, Lipulekh Pass features steep
ascents and rugged landscapes.
Strategic Importance: Due to its elevation and strategic location, the pass acts as a
gateway to the higher reaches of the Himalayas.
Ancient Trade Route: Lipulekh Pass has served as an important trade route for
centuries, facilitating commerce between the Indian subcontinent and the Tibetan
plateau.
Religious Significance: Apart from its role in trade and strategic positioning, Lipulekh
Pass holds deep religious significance. It forms an integral part of the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra, a sacred pilgrimage for Hindus.
Opening for Trade:

o Lipulekh Pass made history by becoming the first Indian border post to be

opened for trade with China in 1992.

o Subsequently, other passes like Shipki La Pass in Himachal Pradesh (1994)
and Nathu La Pass in Sikkim (2006) were also opened, marking significant
steps in India-China trade relations.
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