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THE HINDU ‘

What is DigiLocker and does it keep your
data and documents safe?

Thy

e DigiLocker platform, launched in 2015, operates as an app to store users’ digital records. As of early May, the app has over 270 million registered

users, while nearly 67 billion documents have been retrieved through it
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Significance of Digilocker

It has standard security measures in place
including 2048 Bit RSA SSL encryption, multi-
factor authentication (OTP verification),
consent systems, timed log outs, and security
audits.

However, any government database that
stores citizens’ information and documents is
inevitably an attractive target for hackers who
steal user data and sell it on the dark web.

DIGILOCKER PLATFORM
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — Govt Policies/Schemes)

Context: Recently, as students nationwide hurried to their computers
for board exam results, many can now access and even obtain their
verified marksheets through the Indian government’s DigilLocker
platform.

Digilocker Platform
About: It was initiated in 2015, serves as an application for
securely storing users’ digital documents.
Nodal Agency: Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY)
Part of: Digital India programme.
Applications: It facilitates various tasks such as passport
applications, academic records review, and identity verification
during travel.
Government's Initiative: Digilocker aligns with the Indian
government’s digital initiative to minimize paper usage and
promote accessibility to essential documents.
User Base and Document Retrieval: As of early May, the platform
boasts over 270 million registered users and has facilitated the
retrieval of nearly 6.7 billion documents.
Purpose and Significance: Digilocker serves as a paperless
solution, ensuring users have access to updated documents,
aiding in identity verification and credential authentication.
Combating Fraud and Inaccuracy: By providing digitally verified
documents, DigiLocker helps officials in verifying identities and
credentials accurately, minimizing the risk of fraudulent or
outdated documentation.
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OLEANDER
(Syllabus GS Paper 3 — Env and Eco)

Context: Recently, two Kerala government-controlled temple boards prohibited
the use of oleander flowers (locally known as arali) in temple offerings following
the death of a 24-year-old woman who accidentally consumed oleander leaves.

Oleander

* About: Oleander, scientifically known as Nerium oleander, is a widely
cultivated plant found across tropical, subtropical, and temperate regions.

* Common Names: It goes by the common names of oleander or rosebay,
reflecting its widespread recognition.

* Ornamental Value: Known for its resilience to drought, it's frequently utilized
in landscaping and ornamental gardening.

* Oleander Used in Traditional Medicine

o Ayurvedic Recognition: The Ayurvedic Pharmacopoeia of India (API)
acknowledges oleander, particularly its root bark, as medicinal.

o Therapeutic Usage: API suggests that an oil derived from the root bark can
be effective in treating various skin ailments.

o Historical Significance: Oleander finds mention in classical Ayurvedic texts,
including Brihattrayi and Nighantus, indicating its historical therapeutic
usage.

* Toxicity Concerns: Despite its medicinal properties, oleander's toxicity has
been recognized historically, with documented cases of both therapeutic use
and self-harm.




THE HINDUE

How is India streamlinjng—ihe pharma sector?

Why has the drug regulator tweaked norms for exports? Where does India stand as a drugs markets. It will help to bring uniformity in
achieve the  canget of reaching $450

manufacturer? Does the change follow allegations of sub-standard medicines being exported?

Will a centralising authority help, with several important drugs set to go off the patent list?
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e Status: India's pivotal role in the international generic
medicine market implies that any policy change
directly affects manufacturers and importers.

* Licensing Authority: Industry insiders highlight the
significance of centralizing the licensing authority. This
move aims to streamline regulatory processes and
ensure efficient market entry for generic drugs.

 Landmark Changes Expected: The sector anticipates
landmark changes as numerous drugs go off-patent,
paving the way for the entry of generic products into

PHARMA SECTOR IN INDIA

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Sci and Tech)

Context: India’s drug regulator, the Central Drugs Standard Control

Organisation (CDSCO), has withdrawn powers delegated to State
licensing authorities to issue NOCs (no objection certificates) for
manufacture of unapproved, banned or new drugs for export
purposes.

Pharma Sector in India

Global Ranking: India ranks third worldwide as a producer of
drugs and pharmaceuticals by volume, a testament to its
significant role in the global pharmaceutical market.

Dominance in Vaccine Supply: Supplying 62% of the global
demand for vaccines, India stands as a crucial player in global
vaccination efforts, underscoring its pivotal role in public
health.

Vaccine Suppliers: India emerges as a leading supplier of key
vaccines such as DPT (diphtheria, pertussis, and tetanus), BCG
(Bacillus Calmette-Guérin), and measles vaccines, contributing
significantly to global immunization programs.

WHO Vaccine Sourcing: At least 70% of the World Health
Organization's vaccines, as per the essential immunization
schedule, are sourced from India, highlighting the country's
indispensable contribution to global healthcare initiatives.
Dominance in Generic Medicines: The country is the largest
provider of generic medicines worldwide, commanding a 20%
share in global supply by volume.

Global Export Hub: India exports pharmaceuticals to over 200
countries worldwide. It meets over 50% of Africa's requirement
for generics, nearly 40% of the generic demand in the US, and

the market. ) medicine needs in the UK.
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ASEAN-INDIA FTA

v X2

4th Meeting of ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement Joint Committee

Context: The 4th Joint Committee recently convened in Putrajaya, Malaysia to review the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement
(AITIGA).

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 —IR)

ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA)

* About: India and ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) have a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) known as the ASEAN-India
Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA).

» Background: The ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) was signed in 2009 and came into effect in 2010.

* Obijective: The primary aim of the agreement is to enhance trade and economic cooperation between India and the ASEAN member
states.

» Scope: The agreement covers various aspects related to trade in goods, including tariffs, rules of origin, standards, technical
regulations, and conformity assessment procedures.

* Formation of Sub-committees: Eight Sub-committees have been constituted under the AITIGA Joint Committee.

o These sub-committees focus on different policy areas related to the Agreement.
* 3rd Joint Committee meeting: Delhi, India
* 5th Joint Committee meeting: Jakarta, Indonesia.

ASEAN

» Established: In 1967, by the Bangkok Declaration.

* Members: Indonesia, Singapore, Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Thailand, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Vietnam.

* Objective: It promotes inter-governmental cooperation and facilitates economic, political, security, military, educational, and socio-
cultural integration between its members and countries in the Asia-Pacific.

* Major Partner: ASEAN is one of the major trade partners of India with a share of 11% in India’s global trade. The bilateral trade stood
at USD 122.67 Bn during 2023-24.

* ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA): It means the ASEAN-India Free Trade Area under the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation between the Republic of India and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations.
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DTE UN FORUM ON FORESTS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Env and Eco)

UNFF: Countries adopt declaration on forest protection,
emphasise on adopting technology for monitoring

Context: Delegates at the 19th United Nations Forum for Forests (UNFF) recently deliberated on a draft underscoring the vital role of
forests in combatting climate change, biodiversity loss, and land degradation.

UN Forum on Forests
About: It advocates for the management, conservation, and sustainable development of various forest ecosystems worldwide.
Establishment: 2000 by the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).
Headquarters: New York
Annual High-Level Dialogue: The Forum convenes annually at the UN Headquarters in New York, gathering representatives from all
member states and forest-related agencies.
o It conducts high-level dialogue on technical matters in odd years and policy matters in even years.
Objective: UNFF serves as a key platform within the UN system for addressing forest-related issues.
Membership: Member States of the United Nations and specialized agencies, fostering global collaboration and cooperation in forest
management.
India's Role: India holds a significant position in the UNFF as a founding member.

Recommendation of India

* Forest Conservation: India has achieved significant advancements in forest conservation and sustainable forest management over the
past fifteen years.

o These efforts have led to a consistent increase in forest cover across the country.

Milestones of Projects: The recent celebrations marking 50 years of Project Tiger and 30 years of Project Elephant highlight India's
commitment to species conservation and habitat protection.
International Big Cat Alliance: India emphasized the creation of the IBCA, aimed at protecting and conserving the seven big cat species
worldwide through collaborative international efforts.
Green Credit Program: India introduced the 'Green Credit Program’, incentivizing entities to engage in tree plantation and restoration
of degraded forest lands, thereby strengthening climate action initiatives.




SINAI PENINSULA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 —IR)

Context: The pre-war population of Rafah, the southernmost city
i e B o e e i o e et O thie Gaza strip sharing a border with Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, was
. e 1,70,000.

Sinai Peninsula
* Location: It is a triangle-shaped peninsula situated in
northeastern Egypt.
o Itis under the sovereign control of Egypt.
Significance: Serving as a land bridge, it connects Asia and
Africa.
Area: 23,500 square miles (61,000 square km).
Boundaries: The Sinai Peninsula lies between the Gulf of Suez
and the Suez Canal on the west and the Gulf of Agaba and the
MEDITERRANEAN SEA GAZA Negev on the east, and it is bounded by the Mediterranean
\sract Sea on the north and the Red Sea to the south.
History of Sinai Peninsula:
o Colonial Era: Egypt, encompassing Sinai, became part of
the British Empire in the late 19th century.
o Independence: Egypt gained independence from British
rule in 1922, yet retained sovereignty over Sinai.
During the Six-Day War in June 1967, lIsraeli forces
seized control of the peninsula.
Return to Egypt: The Sinai Peninsula was returned to
Egypt in 1982 as per the terms of the 1979 peace
agreement between Egypt and Israel.

under de facto
undetermine: d administration of Egypt
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AURORAS
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 — Geography)

Auroras

Northern Lights: Auroras may light up the skies for
another night as massive solar storm continues |

AURORA FORMATION

(SIMPLIFIED)

Ejected Atomic Particles Follow
Earth's Magnetic Field Lines

Coronal Mass
Ejection

Particles Cause Atmospheric
Gases to Emit Light Near Poles

Context: A rare celestial event, the auroras or
‘Northern Lights’, was visible across various parts of
the globe for the another consecutive night on May
11, as per an AFP report.

* About: These are luminous and vivid phenomena that
occur in the Earth's atmosphere.

* Formation: They result from the interaction between
charged solar winds and the Earth's magnetosphere.
Chemical Composition: The distinctive colors of auroras
are determined by the specific atoms and molecules in
Earth's atmosphere, each emitting its unique set of colors,
much like human fingerprints.

Cause: The auroras result from solar flares and coronal
mass ejections, with different gases causing various colors
in the atmosphere.

Nature: Solar winds consist mainly of protons and
electrons ejected from the Sun's atmosphere.

Earth's Magnetosphere: The magnetosphere,
surrounding the Earth, shields it from solar winds and is
strongest at the poles.

o At times, solar wind particles penetrate the
Earth's magnetic field, reaching the upper
atmosphere.

Collision Process: When these particles collide with atoms
and molecules in the upper atmosphere, they produce
light.

Analogous Phenomenon: The process is akin to the
mechanism behind the glow of neon lights through gas
collisions.




TIMES OF KAWASAKI DISEASE
INDIA (Syllabus: GS Paper 3 — Sci and Tech)
Two babies with kawasaki disease successfully treated at

CMCH

Kawasaki disease Context: Recently, two baby girls diagnosed with Kawasaki disease were effectively

treated at Coimbatore Medical College and Hospital (CMCH).
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Kawasaki Disease

About: It is a pediatric illness characterized by inflammation of blood vessels,
primarily affecting young children, and is a significant cause of heart disease in this
demographic.
Risk factors:
o Age. Children under 5 years old are at highest risk of Kawasaki disease.
o Sex. Children who are assigned male at birth are slightly more likely to get
Kawasaki disease.
o Ethnicity. Children of Asian or Pacific Islander descent have higher rates of
Kawasaki disease.
Causes: Its exact cause remains unidentified, with potential links to genetics,
viruses, bacteria, and environmental factors.
Impacts: The disease can lead to inflammation of coronary arteries and affect
various body parts like lymph nodes, skin, and mucous membranes.
Symptoms: Polonged high fever, rash, peeling skin on extremities, swelling,
redness, eye inflammation, swollen glands, and distinctive oral manifestations like
"strawberry tongue."
Treatment: Intravenous gamma globulin (IVIG), which is an infusion through your
child's IV and high-dose aspirin every six hours.




ECONOMIC PANAMA
TIMES (Syllabus: GS Paper 2 — IR)

Panama's next president says he will shut down

Burica

one of the world's busiest migration routes
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Panama Canal

About: The Panama Canal, a man-made waterway, serves as a vital link
connecting the Atlantic and Pacific oceans by traversing the Isthmus of
Panama.

Strategic Importance: Recognized as one of the world's two most
crucial artificial water passages, the Panama Canal shares this
distinction with the Suez Canal, playing a pivotal role in international
maritime trade.

Dimensions: Stretching approximately 80 kilometers in length, the canal
serves as a remarkable feat of engineering, significantly shortening
travel distances for ships.

Context: Panama is on the verge of a dramatic change
to its immigration policy that could reverberate from
the dense Darien jungle to the U.S. border.

Panama

About: It is a country of Central America situated on
the Isthmus of Panama, connecting North and South
America.

Boundaries: Bounded to the north by the Caribbean
Sea and to the south by the Pacific Ocean.
Geographical Features: It has an elongated S shape,
with a Caribbean coastline stretching about 800
miles and a Pacific coast about 1,060 miles long.

A central spine of mountain ranges divides the
country into Atlantic- and Pacific-facing slopes.
Mountain _Ranges: The Tabasara Mountains
(Cordillera Central) in the west and the Cordillera de
San Blas in the east are the two principal ranges.
These ranges are separated near the center of the
country by a saddle of lower land.

Capital: Panama City.




DEADBOTS
DTE (Syllabus: GS Paper 3— Sci and Tech)

Digitally immortalising departed loved ones comes with ethical

concerns: Study calls for cautious design of Al ‘deadbots’
Context: A new study urges caution in the development of Artificial Intelligence (Al) chatbots designed to mimic

deceased loved ones, known as ‘deadbots’.

Deadbots

* About: These are Al-enabled digital representations of departed loved ones, utilizing various data sources to

simulate their personalities.

* Also known as: Griefbots,

* Microsoft's Patent: In 2017, Microsoft obtained a patent for a deadbot capable of digitally "resurrecting" the

deceased.

* Challenges

o Psychological Impact: Limited understanding of the psychological effects of digital immortality on adults
and their grieving processes.

o Economic and Emotional Issues: Concerns about profit-driven exploitation of personal data, emotional
manipulation, and privacy violations.

o Cultural Sensitivity: Delicate topics of death, grief, and immortality, varying greatly across cultures.

* Solutions

o Sensitive Procedures: Developing procedures for the "retirement" of deadbots to respect the grieving
process.

o Transparency: Implementing clear disclaimers regarding the risks and capabilities of deadbots.

o Access Restrictions: Restricting access to deadbots to adult users only.

* Mutual Consent: Upholding the principle of mutual consent between data donors and recipients in the re-




rREE I, Download PDF

AdjKa
Quality Enrichment
(Toppers' Favourite PDF)

Login to theiashub.com 4

A News-CRUX-10 = Monthly Editorials
u (10 News. 10 Sources. One Place) = (The Hindu & Indian Express)

&y Government Schemes &
Daily Quiz (Prelims) “ 1 Ministry Wise Year End PDF
= Review

Free Enrichment PDFs
(Tailor Made Crisp Study Material)

- ' Log On To Our Unique
lndia’s Best Answer Wntmg SGSSlOﬂS Free Answer Writinggessiuns with Toppers (FAST) Poﬂb

. & Start Practicing!
with

IAS OFFICERS

S t.me/theiashub
2 9560082909 T Suisni

www.theiashub.com ) www.theiashub.com




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13

