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(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Disaster Management)

National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF)
• Formation: In 2005, the National Disaster Contingency Fund (NCCF) underwent a name change
to become the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) following the enactment of the Disaster
Management Act.

o It is legally defined in section 46 of the Disaster Management Act, 2005 (DM Act),
specifying its purpose and functions.

• The NDRF is kept in the Public Account as part of the "non-interest-bearing reserve funds.
Role of NDRF
• Disaster Expense Coverage: Managed by the Central Government to cover expenses related to
emergency response, relief, and rehabilitation in the event of a threatening disaster or disaster.

• Supplementary Fund: Acts as a supplementary source to the State Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) in the case of severe disasters when sufficient funds are not available in the SDRF.

• SDRF Support: The primary fund available to State governments for immediate relief in
response to officially notified disasters.

• Financing: Financed through the collection of a cess on specific items subject to excise and
customs duties.

o The funding is approved on an annual basis through the Finance Bill.

State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF)
• About: It is established by each state in accordance with the Disaster Management Act 2005.
• Recommendations: 13th Finance Commission.
• Government Contribution: The Government of India allocates 75% of the total yearly allocation
of SDRF to general states and 90% to special category states.

• Authority The State Executive Committee, led by the Chief Secretary, holds the authority to
make decisions regarding all matters related to financing relief expenditures from SDRF.

•

Context: Recently, the
Union government
released ₹3,730.32 crore
from the National
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF) to Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu for "relief
assistance for natural
calamities."
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HANGOR CLASS SUBMARINE
(Syllabus GS Paper 3 – Sci and Tech)

Hangor Class Submarine
• About: This was the first of eight submarines of this class that the Pakistan Navy is set to induct
into its fleet by 2028.

• Basic Characteristics
o Diesel-Electric Propulsion: The Hangor-class utilizes diesel engines for surface and snorkeling

operations, complemented by a battery for submerged operations, enhancing its stealth
capabilities.

o Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) System: Equipped with an AIP system, the submarine
extends its endurance underwater, allowing for longer missions without the need to resurface
frequently.

o Attack Submarine Design: Tailored for offensive operations, the Hangor-class is adept at
engaging and neutralizing other submarines or surface vessels using a variety of weapons.

o Missile Capabilities: Beyond torpedoes, the Hangor-class can launch anti-ship missiles and the
Babur-3 subsonic cruise missile, providing a versatile and formidable arsenal for naval
engagements.

Comparison with India’s Kalavari class
• Size and Dimensions: The Hangor class surpasses the Kalavari class in size, with a displacement of
2,800 tons and a length of 76 meters.

• Speed: Both submarines, Hangor and Kalavari, share a reported top speed of 20 knots (37 kmph).
• Torpedoes and Missiles: Kalavari class is armed with six 21-inch German-made torpedoes and
sophisticated missile systems like Exocet and MICA, potentially offering superior battle
capabilities compared to Hangor.

• Vertical Launch Systems and Cruise Missiles: Neither the Hangor nor the Kalavari class
submarines feature vertical launch systems, limiting their capacity for carrying larger cruise
missiles like the Brahmos-NG found on India’s nuclear Arihant class submarines.

Context: The recently
launched first Hangor
class submarine,
constructed by China for
Pakistan, emerged from a
Wuhan shipyard.



EARTH’S MAGNETIC FIELD
(Syllabus: GS Paper 1 – Geography)
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Key Findings of Study
• The new study extends the Earth's magnetic field lifetime by 200

million years.
• Early Earth may have fostered life due to a strong magnetic field

retaining a habitable atmosphere and shielding from solar radiation.
• Despite evidence dating back 3.5 billion years, the exact strength and

timing of the early magnetic field were unknown.

Earth’s Magnetic Field
• About: Earth's Magnetic Field & Pole: The Earth’s magnetic field is

represented by a field of a magnetic dipole currently tilted at an angle

of about 11° with respect to Earth's rotational axis, as if there were an

enormous bar magnet placed at that angle through the centre of Earth.

o Note: The North geomagnetic pole actually represents the South pole

of Earth's magnetic field, and conversely the South geomagnetic pole

corresponds to the north pole of Earth's magnetic field.

o Reason: It is because opposite magnetic poles attract and the north

end of a magnet, like a compass needle, points toward Earth's South

magnetic field, i.e., the North geomagnetic pole near the Geographic

North Pole). As of 2015, the North geomagnetic pole was located

on Ellesmere Island, Nunavut, Canada.

• Shifting of magnetic poles: Unlike the geographic poles, Earth's

magnetic poles are not fixed and tend to wander over time. The

magnetic poles flip approximately every 200,000 to 300,000

years according to NASA, though it has been more than twice that long

since the last reversal.

Context: Geologists at MIT and Oxford University
have found ancient rocks in Greenland that bear the
oldest remnants of Earth’s early magnetic field.
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ELECTRONIC TRADING PLATFORMS 

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Economy)

Context: The Reserve Bank of India recently introduced a revised regulatory framework for
Electronic Trading Platforms (ETPs) due to the heightened integration of the onshore forex market
with offshore markets.

Electronic Trading Platforms (ETPs)
• Definition: These are electronic systems facilitating transactions in eligible instruments such as
securities, money market instruments, foreign exchange instruments, derivatives, etc., outside
recognized stock exchanges.

• Regulatory Authorization: In India, operation of an ETP requires prior authorization from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) as per ‘The Electronic Trading Platforms (Reserve Bank) Directions,
2018’.

• Legal Compliance and Liability: Resident entities operating ETPs without RBI authorization and
engaging in payment transactions outside India may face legal consequences under Foreign
Exchange Management Act, 1999, and Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002.

• Instrument Approval: ETPs authorized by the Reserve Bank are permitted to host transactions
only in instruments approved by the RBI.

• Authorization Criteria: Entities seeking authorization as ETP operators must be incorporated
companies in India.

o Minimum Net-Worth Requirement: An entity aspiring to operate as an ETP operator
must maintain a minimum net-worth of Rs. 5 crore and uphold this threshold
continuously.

o Transition for Existing Entities: Existing ETP operators with a net-worth below Rs. 5 crore
have a one-year grace period from authorization to achieve the prescribed minimum net-
worth.

o Banking Institutions Requirement: Banks intending to operate ETPs must allocate a
minimum capital of Rs. 5 crore for this purpose.
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CRITICAL MINERALS SUMMIT

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Economy)

Context: The Ministry of Mines will hold a two day “Critical Minerals Summit: Enhancing Beneficiation and Processing Capabilities” in
New Delhi.

Critical Minerals Summit
• About: It is a pivotal event designed to foster collaboration, share knowledge and drive innovation in the field of critical mineral

beneficiation and processing.
• Organizers: Ministry of Mines, Government of India, in collaboration with the Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation (Shakti), the

Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW), and the Indian Institute of Sustainable Development (IISD).
• Objectives: To foster collaboration, share knowledge, and drive innovation in the field of critical mineral beneficiation and

processing.
• Stakeholder Diversity: The summit will bring together a diverse array of Indian and international stakeholders, including industry

leaders, startups, government officials, scientists, academics, and policy experts.
• Demand for CRMs: One of its key focuses is addressing the increasing demand for Critical Raw Materials (CRMs) necessary for

renewable energy systems and electric vehicles, aligning with India's strategic development goals.
• Identified Key Minerals: The Ministry of Mines has identified eight key minerals for focus at the summit, including Glauconite

(Potash), Lithium – Rare Earth Elements (Laterite), Chromium, Platinum Group, Graphite, Tungsten associated with Graphite, Rare
Earths (RE), and Vanadium associated with Graphite.

Critical Minerals
• About: These are a group of minerals that are essential for various industrial sectors and have strategic importance for a country’s

economy and security.
• Examples: Antimony, beryllium, bismuth, cobalt, copper, gallium, germanium, lithium, vanadium, etc.
• Top Producers: China, Russia, Chile, Indonesia and Japan.
• Priority in Industrial Sectors: The Critical Minerals List prioritizes minerals that are indispensable for industrial sectors such as high-

tech electronics, telecommunications, transport, and defense.
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DIGI YATRA
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Govt Initiatives/Policies)

Context: The Digi yatra is recently poised to expand its reach, extending to international travelers
by the end of 2025, with plans to incorporate features like hotel check-ins and hassle-free access
to public places through the app.

Digi Yatra
• About: It is an industry-led initiative co-ordinated by the Ministry in line with the Prime
Minister of India's Digital India's vision to transform the nation into a digitally empowered
society.

• Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Civil Aviation
• 4 Key Pillars: Connected Passengers, Connected Airports, Connected Flying and Connected
Systems

• Joint Venture: AAI (26% share) and 5 Airports (BIAL, DIAL, GHIAL, MIAL and CIAL).
• Objective:

o Provide a simple and easy experience to all air travelers.
o Utilize existing infrastructure efficiently through a "Digital Framework."
o Result in reduced operational costs.
o Replace current manual processes with digital ones for enhanced efficiency.
o Improve current system performance to elevate security standards.

Digi Yatra Foundation
• About: It is a not-for-profit company established under section 8 and registered under the Companies Act 2013.
• Mission: DYF is dedicated to implementing a digital ecosystem to enhance air travel efficiency in line with the Digi Yatra Policy by

the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA).
• Core Initiative: DYF is developing the Digi Yatra Central Ecosystem (DYCE) as the cornerstone of its efforts.
• Regulatory Compliance: All initiatives undertaken by DYF adhere to the regulatory guidelines set forth by MoCA and other relevant

authorities.



RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT
(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 – Governance)
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Context: The High Court has held that a public authority cannot deny
information under the Right to Information (RTI) Act on the grounds that
the information sought is “bulky”.

Right to Information Act
• About: The RTI Act, enacted by the Parliament of India, delineates the

regulations and protocols governing citizens' access to information.
• Replaced by: Freedom of Information Act, 2002.
• Features
• Time Limit for Providing Information: 30 days from the day of

application.
o 2 days for information concerning life or liberty of a person.

• Penalties: 250/day up to a maximum of 25000 for:
o Not accepting an application.
o Delaying information without reasonable cause.
o Knowingly giving incomplete, incorrect or misleading

information.
o Destroying the requested information.

• Fundamental Right: RTI has been given the status of a fundamental
right under Article 19(1) of the Constitution.

• Exemptions: The Act, although advocating transparency, incorporates
exemptions to disclosure, encompassing categories such as data
concerning national security, privacy of individuals, and information
pertinent to ongoing investigations.

• Fees: Public authorities are entitled to levy fees for furnishing
information, with the fee framework established by the government,
contingent on the information's nature and the mode of access, be it
paper-based or electronic.

• Power to impose penalty: The CIC and the State Information
Commission.

Section 8(1)(j)
• About: According to this section, information that

cannot be withheld from the Parliament or a State
Legislature must not be denied to any individual under
the RTI Act.

• Specific Provision: Section 8(1)(j) addresses personal
information not related to public activity or interest,
which if disclosed, would invade privacy, unless there's
a larger public interest justifying disclosure.

• Criteria for Exemption: The decision to exempt
information under Section 8(1)(j) rests with the CPIO,
SPIO, or the Appellate Authority, based on whether
disclosure would cause unwarranted invasion of
privacy.
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INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Economy)

Context: Economists predict a recent slowdown in factory output
growth, projecting it to drop to approximately 4.7% in FY25 from
an estimated 6.1% in FY24 due to the statistical impact of a high
base and diminishing pent-up demand.

Index of Industrial Production (IIP)
• About: IIP is an indicator that measures the changes in the
volume of production of industrial products during a given
period.

• Published by: National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation.

• It is a composite indicator that measures the growth rate of
industry groups classified under:

o Broad sectors: Mining, Manufacturing, and Electricity.
o Use-based sectors: Basic Goods, Capital Goods, and

Intermediate Goods.
o Base Year: 2011-2012.

• Significance of IIP: It is used by government agencies including
the Ministry of Finance, the Reserve Bank of India, etc, for
policy-making purposes.

• IIP remains extremely relevant for the calculation of the
quarterly and advance GDP (Gross Domestic Product)
estimates.
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NATIONAL CENTRE FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE

(Syllabus: GS Paper 2 – Governance)

Context: There are currently ongoing bilateral discussions regarding the renewal of the Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between the National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG) India and the Bangladesh Ministry of Public Administration
for the period 2024-2029.

National Centre for Good Governance
• About: An autonomous institute under the aegis of the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances,
Government of India.

• Constituted in: Fedruary, 2014 by upgrading National Institute Administrative Research (NIAR), the arm of LBSNAA-the IAS
Training Academy at Mussoorie.

• Headquarters: New Delhi
• Mission: Set up to bring about governance reforms through studies, training, knowledge sharing, and promotion of good
ideas.

• Aim: To carry out policy-relevant research and prepare case studies while curating training courses for civil servants from
India and other developing countries.

• Origin: Traces its origin to the National Institute of Administrative Research (NIAR), established in 1995 by the Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Academy of Administration (LBSNAA).

• Objectives: Function as a national repository on information regarding best practices, initiatives, and methodologies
promoting Good Governance, e-Governance, etc.

• Governing Body: Managed under the overall superintendence and direction of the Governing Body, chaired by the Cabinet
Secretary.

o Comprises Secretaries of 9 ministries/departments and 5 eminent persons, including academicians, administrators,
specialists, innovators, and heads of reputed institutions.

o The Director General, acting as the Chief Executive, serves as the Member-Secretary of the Governing Body.
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CDRI 

(Syllabus: GS Paper 3 – Disaster Management)

Context: At the upcoming COP climate conference, the India-led Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) will present a recent study on constructing disaster-
resilient telecommunications infrastructure and announce additional funding recipients
for small island countries (SIDs).

Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)
• About: It was established in 2019 under the leadership of the Government of India.
• Support from: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR).
• Partnership: CDRI is a multi-stakeholder global partnership comprising national

governments, UN agencies and programmes, multilateral development banks, the
private sector, and academic institutions.

• Objective: CDRI aims to promote the resilience of infrastructure systems to climate
and disaster risks.

o To ensure sustainable development through resilient infrastructure.
• Mission: CDRI seeks to rapidly expand the development and retrofit of resilient

infrastructure.

Functions:
• CDRI will seek to identify and

promote best practices and provide
access to capacity building.

• CDRI will work towards
standardization of designs,
processes, and regulations relating
to infrastructure creation and
management.

• CDRI may identify and estimate the
risks to, and from, large
infrastructure in the event of
different kinds of disasters in
member countries.

• CDRI may include countries, UN
bodies, financial institutions, and
other groups working on disaster
management as its members.

• CDRI seeks to help member
countries integrate disaster
management policies into all their
activities.

• CDRI will help member countries in
setting up institutions and
regulatory provisions to ensure the
creation of resilient infrastructure.
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